NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12th MAY 2025


PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, , Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley 
Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                                LGA 1972 s12 para 40                                                                                                      
                             County Councillor A. Mellen 
                             District Councillors H. Richardson and David Bradbury.
                             PC Colin Gedney
                             
APOLOGIES:     Mr. R. Lenko  
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                              
	1.
	Welcome to all present
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
	

	
	· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
A14 to be closed for four months near Bury St Edmunds and lorries using the A1088.  Various emails received about lorries using the A1088 after 10pm and not using the signed diversion.  It was questioned why enforcement was not put in place prior to work commencing.  Although speed cameras are being used this does not monitor weight of vehicles or those that are allowed to use the A1088.  Cllr Mellen stated this was more a matter for Trading Standards than the Police, so he agreed to escalate the problem.  He felt if a safety camera was used with ANPR it should be able to see who can and cannot use the road.  But he was unsure if anyone was in place to collate this information.
Enquiry received about overgrown hedge onto the pavement near the pond in Woolpit Road.  Mr. Bolus agreed to check and trim back as necessary.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
	

	
	•Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen - noted
Traffic calming on A roads – information received from Cllr Mellen stating certain calming measures were unable to be used on Suffolk A roads.
     •Report from District Cllrs Harry Richardson and David Bradbury – noted. Both are contributing some Locality Budget to the additional SID.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	To RESOLVE the minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2025 are a true and correct record.  Mr. Aket proposed, Prof Jaggard seconded, with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	COOPTION - To consider cooption to the vacant post - ongoing
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 7th April 2025
	

	
	7.1 Parish Tree and Wildflower planting scheme.  No update.                                                             
	

	
	7.2 UKPN – To receive update on recent developments. Following a brief meeting of Councillors on 3rd May Hayden Foster was asked to negotiate with UKPN and produce the Designated Advisory Report for the Charity Commission. The final agreement was for the Council to pay the £6000 fee to FIT, UKPN to pay £500 per year rental with 3 yearly review against RPI, UKPN agreed to a 40 year lease, UKPN to pay Hayden Foster for his work, and the Council to pay £600 for the Advisory Report.  It is now anticipated this will allow the substation to be taken forward.
	

	
	MATTERS ARISING FROM APM ON 28th APRIL 2025
	

	
	7.3 Street lighting – to review lighting times.  The Clerk will enquire again about the criteria and merits for turning off lights at night but the A1088 remaining lit.
	Clerk

	
	7.4 Bus stop near The Dog corner.  Cllr Mellen agreed to check the criteria and ask for markings. It was mentioned the sign may need repair.
	

	
	7.5 Lamp post and other notices.  It was agreed that these notices cause a problem and Councillors agreed to remove if out of date or create visibility problems.
	

	
	7.6  The lift truck parked near The Dog seems to be constantly parked there.  It was unsure who owns the truck.  It is considered to be an eyesore as it does not appear to move during the day. It is close to the junction and near to the bus stop. It was suggested the layby at the top of Thurston Road would be a better parking place.  
	

	
	7.7 Antisocial behaviour in the village.  There had been an incident at the Hall recently when a number of youths had been intimidating and threatening.  At the time this had been reported to the Police.  Cllr Richardson stated he had spoken to the PCSO in Thurston and also PC Colin Gedney, the beat officer covering Norton. Mr.Aket felt the Parish perhaps need to involve younger residents, to possibly mobilise them to have more opportunity to have a pride in where they live rather than spoiling it, for example a working party of youngsters with adult supervision to litter pick, clean the play area, clear the path around the field etc. Mr.Winstanley said he would ask if the Neighbourhood Plan could invite comments from youngsters.  
	

	
	7.8 Additional SID along A1088 – Mr. Lenko has identified a site and has resident agreement for siting near the beaver enclosure. Paperwork will be sent to Highways and a pole will be requested.  He stated he has obtained Locality Funding from the District Councillors.
	

	
	7.9 Double white lines along A1088 in village - discussion took place about merits and consequences.  It was felt that to tackle speeding double lines would not work.  It would mean no stopping along the road and benefits are not evident.
	

	8.
	PC Colin Gedney arrived to introduce himself to the Council.  He was recently working in schools and is now covering villages.  He was aware of the recent antisocial behaviour.  He aims to contact parishes quarterly with an invite to meet him at the Police Station to discuss any issues and for him to feedback to Councils.  The issue of the HGVs using the A1088 was highlighted.  He could not commit to any police presence due to staffing (9 active beat officers covering over 300 miles of Suffolk).  He outlined the work that goes on behind the scenes and the various issues they are called to cover. He commented on the Suffolk Police website which informs of types of crimes committed in various areas.  He stated that as from 2023 the emphasis had been on community policing and engagement. 
The Chair thanked PC Gedney for giving his time to introduce himself and engage with the Council. 

	

	9.
	PLANNING
	

	
	DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
Haydons, Ashfield Road, Norton DC/25/00803
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/04965 - Condition 4 (Highways Surface), Condition 11 (Air Source Heat Pump Details) and Condition 13 Biodiversity Enhancement Layout)  
	

	10.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	10.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                          LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, £363.00                                                                              LGA1972 s112
     SCC grounds £407.23                                                             Public Health Act 1875 s164
     Capitol Play (Tile) £168.00                                                     Public Health Act 1875 s164
     Clear Councils £1722.41                                                                       LGA1972 s111 
     Clerks & Councils Direct Subscription £15.50                                     LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £210.45  Cheque no. 522593                                                    LGA1972 s112
	

	
	10.2 To review insurance cover.  Paperwork circulated to all Councillors for review and comment.  The Council RESOLVED that it was fit for purpose.
	

	
	10.3 Request from SARS for financial support.  The Clerk stated a donation had been budgeted, so the Council RESOLVED a donation of £400.
	

	
	10.4 The Clerk confirmed receipt of first half of Precept £27500 and CIL payment of £18074.27
	

	
	10.5 Budget statement circulated to Councillors and approved.
	

	
	10.6 The Clerk stated it will be necessary to purchase a new laptop.  The current laptop is a Windows 8 and after a yearly update in order to submit PAYE monthly payments it required Windows 10 or above.  Windows 10 has been downloaded but the laptop runs very slow and Windows 10 will no longer be available after October so the same problem will occur next year.  Mr. Walton stated the Hall has researched laptops with high protection and will pass on details for investigation by the Clerk. 
	

Clerk

Mr. Walton

	11
	REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENTS
	

	
	11.1 Risk assessments currently held circulated, reviewed and agreed as fit for purpose.
	

	12
	DEVOLUTION
	

	
	12.1 Invitation: Suffolk County Council Briefing on Local Government Reorganisation  6th June 2025, 7.30pm Woolpit Village Hall. Mrs. Hill stated she will attend.
	

	13
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	13.1 Update on Speedwatch.  No update
13.2 Strategy to combat speeding –gating  - no update                         
	

	14
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Walton confirmed he has not left the Management Committee but will be standing down when further members are found.  The Deed of Trust asks for all village organisations to be represented on the Committee, but it may be more appropriate to have classes represented. The Clerk commented on a recent caravan booking allowing access to the field as the children were leaving school and felt this was a risk.  The car park was full for school and preschool pick up creating difficulty for arriving caravans. She requested that for any future events caravans should be asked not to arrive between 8-9 am and 2.45-4pm.
	

	15
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	15.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  The zip wire requires tightening which Mr. Lenko will do with help.
	

	
	15.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  A replacement tile for the trampoline one has been received and will be fixed shortly.
	Mr.Lenko

	16
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]16.1 Review of working party meeting with review and comments on residential survey form.  Mr. Winstanley stated the meeting had been constructive and the survey, based on one of many samples received from Mr. Poole, had been put together.  This has been sent to Mr. Poole for his comments and to the Council for information.  It is hope this will be ready for distribution with the June or July Messenger.
	

	17
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	17.1 The Local Councillor -  May 2025- noted
	

	
	17.2 Town and Parish update from MSDC - May 2025 - noted
	

	
	17.3 Clerks & Councils Direct -noted
	

	18
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting - none
	

	19
	To confirm the date of next meeting 2nd June 2025  
	

	20
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.05
	





2nd June 2025                                    366/25                            signed…………………………………………


