

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th JANUARY 2025


PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
             Mr. B. Aket, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, 
             Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                         LGA 1972 s12 para 40                                                                                                      
                             County Councillor A. Mellen
                             District Councillor H. Richardson
                             District Councillor D. Bradbury
                             1 member of the public.
APOLOGIES:    Mr. J Bolus,
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                             
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all and wished everyone a Happy New Year.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda -none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  
Miss D. Smith explained to Councillors that parents parking in School Close in the bays and on the pavement, despite the zigzag lines prohibiting parking, continues to be a big problem for residents. She presented letters from residents outlining the problems.  The Chair asked Miss Smith what she felt the Council could do to help with this issue.  Miss Smith stated she had spoken to the County Council about the problem and been given good feedback. She stated the whole of Suffolk is being reviewed with regard to parking and School Close had been added to the list. Councillors stated their full support with any ideas the County Council suggests to help the problem and asked to be kept updated.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Following parents being told not to park at The Dog, Mrs. Hill stated she had visited the landlord to discuss use of the car park at school times.  The landlord outlined the problems he was having with parents and had decided to blanket ban use of the car park and impose a system whereby he could impose fines.  Councillors discussed ways parking for parents dropping off to school could be improved.  Mr. Walton commented on use of the SWT field to the right of the school but this would likely be very costly. Cllr Mellen stated he had spoken to the Head, but parking was a problem for every school. Norton was fortunate in having use of the village hall car park.
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	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen.  Councillor Mellen confirmed the bridge repair is expected to be completed by the end of February. Prof. Jaggard commented on large new warehouses not being required to put solar panels on roofs.  Mr. Aket enquired about Council reorganisation.  Cllr Mellen stated there is a Council meeting on Thursday to discuss Suffolk and Norfolk going into the priority programme for devolution and government reorganisation.  He was hoping this would not postpone the election in May.  Mr. Lenko enquired whether  Highway rules for ‘A’ road are the same throughout the Country or whether rules differ from County to County. He stated there are traffic calming measures (ie road narrowing) in place in Aylesbury on an ‘A’ road which has changed the traffic speed in this area.  Councillor Mellen stated when the proposals were looked at for the A1088 there was no space to put in a crossing or mid island near the crossroads.  He agreed to enquire about road narrowing.  
     •Report from District Councillors Richardson and Bradbury – noted.
Mr. Aket enquired why CIL money had been allocated to Thurston Upper School.  Cllr Richardson explained it was for the expansion of their car park so in fact came from developers to help prop up the local infrastructure, rather than from the Education Council Tax. 
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Walton seconded with all in agreement
NB The minutes published in the January 2025 Messenger were for November 2024 not October 2024 as published
	

	6.
	COOPTION - To consider cooption to the vacant post. Ongoing
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Parish Tree and Wildflower planting scheme.  Mr. Winstanley stated he had spoken with Mr. Parmee, orders have been placed, but better weather is awaited for planting.  Mr. Walton felt the area needed to be better prepared to give the wildflower planting a chance to survive and not be smothered.                                                            
	Mr.Winstanley

	
	7.2 UKPN update.  Mr. Walton stated he had emailed his contacted at FIT and was awaiting his reply.    
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.3 Footpath signs damaged.  Following the email from ROW, Mr. Walton was unaware of who had caused the damage but stated it was not the landowners as suggested by ROW.    
	

	
	7.4 To receive details of site and installation for memorial bench following onsite meeting.  The site has been agreed and now dependent on weather for installation.
	Mr.Winstanley

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) 
Land At Stanton Street, Ixworth Road, Norton  - DC/24/05254
Application Reference S73 for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Reserved Matters application DC/23/00739 dated 20/04/2023 (following Outline Planning Permission DC/19/05860 - Erection of 2no. detached dwellings with garages.) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) -To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to enable carrying out development in phases as per revised plan.   
The Council had no comment to make.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S
Land West of Ixworth Road, Norton - Plot 8 (Phase 2), TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990. Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/03348 - Condition 3 (Landscaping Scheme)
The Council had no comment to make.   
	

	
	8.3 GRANTED  DC/22/01941 
Plot 2, Land West of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton  
Application for approval of reserved matters following Outline Planning Permission Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings (allowed under Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) details for the layout, scale, appearance and landscaping for Plot 2 only. 
	

	9.
	FINANCE
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
On line- Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                  LGA1972 s112
              Street Cleaner £55.20                                                                    LGA1972 s112 
              Tenhats, January Messenger, £363.00                                          LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £117.80 Cheque no 522584                                                      LGA1972 s112
     Transfer to Lloyds account £5000, cheque no 522858                         LGA 1972 s111
	

	
	9.2 The Clerk confirmed there would be a loan repayment on 09/01/25 for £11230.78
	

	
	9.3 To receive budget statement.  The Clerk presented a budget showing the amendment to allocate an additional £25,000 for finishing off at the Village Hall.  This was AGREED and accepted.
	

	
	9.4 Mr. Walton asked the Council to consider an allocation each year to renew the wifi at the Hall.  Councillors agreed to support.
	

	
	9.5 To receive change of account at Lloyds to community account, with maintenance fee of £4.25 per month – noted.
	

	10
	PRECEPT
	

	
	10.1 The Clerk presented a proposed Precept of £50,000 and commented on the total loan repayments due each year, but felt £55,000 would give the Council a buffet to ensure all commitments are met.  On a vote the proposal for £55,000 was carried with one objection.  
	

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Updated on Speedwatch report received from Andrew Stone.  As this was a detailed report it will be discussed at the next meeting.  Mr. Stone stated his intention to stand down as coordinator but suggested a person who may be willing to take this on.  The Council supported this suggestion. 
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Mr.Lenko

	
	11.2 Mr. Lenko stated some of the SIDs was not working due to lack of sunlight and required the batteries to be taken down and recharged at home.  He also felt a new pole was required at the top of the hill in Ixworth Road for the new large SID and solar panel.                                                  
	

	
	11.3 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding.  Mr. Lenko presented various types of gating.  It was agreed not to have the diagonal design. He stated an accredited installer would be required to put the gates in at either end of the village.  The gates would cost in the region of £1200 a pair. He will present further suggestions at the next meeting, with quotes.                   
	
Mr.Lenko

	12
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	12.1 Update on additional items. As the coffee shop contract is not finalised this has held up purchase of kitchen equipment etc.  There are still technical problems with main hall lights and the thermostats require programming.  Bookings are good.  Equipment for the office has been obtained from a London firm.  
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	13.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall – All OK
	

	
	13.2 Play area in Prospect Road OK.  Price for small sign on field awaited.                                  
	Mr. Walton

	14
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	14.1 Two Councillors stated their willingness to join a working party.  Mr. Walton suggested two people he knew who might be interested in joining the working party.  Request for volunteers will be placed in the Messenger and on FB.  The Clerk will continue to work with Mr. Poole for the next stage. SWT state they would like to work with the working group, and Cllr Richardson offered his assistance.
	Clerk
Mr. Lenko
Mr.Winstanley

	
	14.2 SCC Guidance notes forwarded to all Councillors.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 Ownership of Defib at VHall.  Mr. Burt felt Village Hall or Parish Council should take on ownership of the Defib and report as necessary.  In the interim the Clerk will take this on, but Dr. Mason will be asked for the longer term.
	 Clerk

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	16.1 Mr. Morgan stated the dig at Norton Church is due to be shown on the television. On BBC East a few months ago there was a highlight on the beavers.
	

	
	16.2 Mr. Winstanley felt the Council at some point should look further into a whole village traffic survey asking an independent traffic engineer to report and provide recommendations.  
	

	
	16.2 Mr. Walton recommended the Council look for funding from CIL for any future projects.
	

	
	16.3 Mr. Aket stated he has 2 boxes of coronation mugs.  It was suggested these are shared out between the 3 churches, or given to a charity shop. 
	

	
	16.4 Mr. Aket stated he has the cricket kit available.  Mr. Morgan agreed to ask if the Woolpit Cricket Club would like this.
	

	17
	To confirm the date of next meeting:  3rd February 2025
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.05
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