NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th OCTOBER 2024

PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                         LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                             One member of the public
                             District Councillor D. Bradbury.
                             District Councillor H. Richardson
                             County Councillor A. Mellen
APOLOGIES:    None
	1.
	Welcome and protocol.  The Chair welcomed newly elected District Councillor Richardson.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email - none 
Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance. The Chair asked for the Speedwatch item to be brought forward as Mr. Stone was in attendance to answer any questions. This was agreed.  
	

	4.
	SPEEDWATCH
 4.1 Update on Speedwatch.  Mr. Stone’s updated report had been circulated to all Parish Councillors, District and County Councillors.  He stated it is a little unusual in that the more traffic there is, the less there is speeding, whereas the smaller amount of traffic due to the bridge closure has created more speeding.  He stated he is still looking for a data analyst to assist with the 400+ sheets of data.  Mr. Bolus offered to have a look and take this on.  This will help to prove the peaks and troughs of speeding, which could help when asking for further help from Highways etc.  He confirmed that he had received the ANPR data from July, but not the recent event. He has asked for a breakdown and further information from the ANPR to decide where to place it for the forthcoming use.  
 Mr. Stone commented the Police state the large SIDs at either end of the village capture data and they asked for the data.  Mr. Lenko confirmed they do but a laptop needs to be connected to the sign at the top of the pole.  Councillor Bradbury stated he could help to see if this works.       
	

	
	4.2Parish Council strategy to combat speeding – gating                         
Mr. Lenko is working on the document to obtain a street licence for gating etc.  It  asks for details and photos but as this has not been decided by the Council, he has sent photos of suggested gates that could be used.
	

	
	4.3 Update on small solar SID located in Heath Road. Mr. Lenko reported that the post had been put in situ, he has the SID at his house and will be putting it up soon with the help of Mr. Bolus.                                
	

	5.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information 
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen.
Mr. Lenko questioned the return of £5m.  Cllr. Mellen stated this was money given by the Government for insulation but as the criteria was very constrained not enough had been delivered so the money may need to be returned to Government.  However, there may be other schemes from Government that this money could be used for, so it is unclear of the exact position. 
Prof. Jaggard commented on the recycling made simpler!  Cllr Mellen stated it is all linked up by Suffolk Waste Partnership.  Food waste will be every week with additional receptacles being provided.  This will happen in 2026. 
Mr. Morgan expressed thanks for the additional signage for the road closure stating businesses were open.  
Cllr Mellen stated there are problems with rat runs through Kiln Lane in Stowlangtoft due to the bridge closure so no entry signs will be put up at the top end to stop people entering.  Mr. Aket questioned why other small roads did not have signage of no entry, and was informed there had been a lot of complaints received about Kiln Lane, compared to other roads being used. He believed the bridge was still on course to be completed before Christmas.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury.
Mr. Aket queried holiday clubs for children at half term as venues tend to be at Stowmarket and elsewhere.  Cllr Bradbury stated he would enquire of venues, and publicity was likely sent out through schools and on FB. 
	

	6.
	MINUTES
	

	
	6.1 To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr. Lenko proposed, Mr. Bolus seconded with all in agreement. The Clerk corrected that the public forum in the minutes of August should refer to Miss D. Smith, not Mrs. Smith.
	

	7.
	COOPTION -
	

	
	7.1 To consider cooption to the vacant post. No update.
	

	8.
	MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 2nd September 2024
	

	
	8.1 Bus service update.  Mr. Winstanley stated the buses seem to be running well.  Mr. Morgan commented the service is well used with around 20 people on the bus.                                                                                 
	

	
	8.2 St Andrews’s flower festival.  Councillors thanked Mrs. Aket for the arrangement.                                                                   
	

	
	8.3 Parish Tree and Wildflower planting scheme.  Mr. Winstanley and the Clerk had completed the application form and submitted to Mr. Parmee.  Approval/funding was now awaited.   Mr. Walton offered to help with preparation of the area with his tractor.                                      
	Mr.Winstanley
Clerk

	
	8.4 UKPN update. The Clerk confirmed that the application to Fields in Trust has been submitted and reply is now awaited.                                                                                        
	

	
	8.5 School Close parking.  The Clerk reported she had spoken to some of the residents who did not feel there was a problem with parking in School Close.  Mr. Walton had attended several days and did not feel there was a potential big problem.  Mr. Walton commented on the land to the rear of School Close owned by SWT which could potentially be a one-way system for drop off and collection.  The Clerk commented on her reply to marking the bays, stating normally numbered parking bays are only on private residential developments or when there is a TRO in place for resident parking only.                                                                            
	

	9.
	PLANNING
	

	
	9.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION -DC/24/04018
11 Ixworth Road, Norton - Installation of air source heat pump to the rear elevation
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	9.2 APPLICATION FOR OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION - 
Land at Norton Rise, Ixworth Road, Norton - DC/24/03919
Application for Outline Planning Permission (Access points to be considered, all other matters reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Erection of 5No self-build dwellings and garages. 
The Council strongly objected to this application on the following grounds
1. It creates overdevelopment of the site which is slowly creeping into the Countryside.
2. The proposed roadway is too narrow to accommodate the extra vehicular traffic created by an additional 5 dwellings.
3. It would mean additional vehicles accessing and egressing onto the A1088 near the brow of a hill.
4. There is no footpath joining the development to the village.
5. Being proposed as self-build means no CIL income to the village to improve village amenities. 
6. The piecemeal applications for this area mean there is no requirement to provide affordable housing
7. Two adjacent proposed sites have recently been dismissed on appeal.
	

	
	9.3 PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S)  
Land West Of, Ixworth Road (Plot 3), Norton DC/24/03345
Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of DC/23/02935 dated 24/08/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) – Erection of 4no. dwellings with garages. To vary Condition Number 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) as per revised plans.  
	

	
	9.4 PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S)  
Land West Of, Ixworth Road (Plot 4), Norton, - DC/24/03346
Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation if a Condition following grant of DC/23/02935 dated 24/08/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended).  Erection of 4No dwellings and garages. To vary Condition 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) as per revised plans. 
	

	
	9.5 PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) GRANTED  
Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/24/03347
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/24/02272 dated 11/07/2024 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended).  Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative design, materials and finishes for Plot 7 (phase 1)
	

	
	9.6 PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S)  
Plot 8 (Phase 2), Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/24/03348
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/24/02272 dated 11/07/2024 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended).  Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative design, materials and finishes for Plot 8 (Phase 2)
	

	
	9.7 APPROVAL OF RESERVED MATTERS
Land West of Suffolk House (Plot 5), Ixworth Road, Norton DC/24/03493
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered 
Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to Plot 5 only. 
	

	
	9.8 APPROVED
Orchard House, Ixworth Road, Norton, DC/24/03604
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission 0934/09 dated 03/07/2009 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
Erection of a single storey extension and change of use of domestic outbuildings to self-contained B&B and ancillary domestic accommodation. To remove Condition 5 (Restriction on Occupancy) and Condition 6 (Restriction on time Occupied) - to allow the domestic outbuilding to be used for purposes incidental and ancillary to the principal dwelling known as Orchard House. 
	

	
	9.9 APPEAL DISMISSED
Land West of, Ixworth Road, Norton, Appeal Ref: APP/W3520/W/23/3334683
Proposed erection of 2 no. detached dwellings with garages. (plots 11,12)  
	

	10
	FINANCE
	

	
	10.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
 On-line: Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                  LGA1972 s112
           Street Cleaner £105.60                                                                     LGA1972 s112
           Tenhats, October Messenger, £363.00                                             LGA1972 s142    
           PKF Littlejohn (external Auditor) £1638.00                                     LGA1972 s112
           Vertas, grounds maintenance, £365.23                                              Public Health Act 1875 s164
           W.A.Howes, cutback footpath on playing field, £125.00   Public Health Act 1875 s164
[bookmark: _GoBack]           G. Walton, Wifi items for V.Hall, £682.19                                      LGA 1972 s133
    Birketts, land registry, £2439.60  Santander cheque 522572     Public Health Act 1875 s164
    HMRC £130.40   Santander cheque 522573                                           LGA1972 s112
    MS Oakes, stage payment, £19,200.00   Santander cheque 522574       LGA 1972 s133 
    Mr. B. Aket, flowers for festival £14.75 Santander cheque 522576     LGA 1972, s1388
    Transfer to Lloyds £10.000 Santander cheque 522575                           LGA 1972 s111
	

	
	10.2 Internal control report.  Following a meeting between the Clerk and Mr. Lenko the Internal Control Report was circulated.  Councillors RESOLVED to accept.
	

	
	10.3 The Clerk had circulated the External Auditor Report signing of the 2023-2024 accounts. Councillors confirmed approval and acceptance.
	

	
	10.4 To receive loan statement showing amount spent, amount received, amount to claim back and proposed in-hand balance.  
	

	
	10.5 To confirm receipt of second instalment of precept of £19,500  
	

	
	10.6 To confirm receipt of final CIL/village hall grant payment of £6318.66.
	

	
	10.7 To confirm CIL payment from MSDC of £15446.99.  The Clerk requested that £8000 of this be allocated against the CCTV and Wifi upgrade on the new hall. Mr.Aket proposed allocating all the CIL payment against WiFi and CCTV until full costing is known.   Councillors APPROVED this request.
	

	
	10.8 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard – ongoing.
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 Update on progress Mr. Walton commented that now the heras fencing is down the area has been seeded and taped off to stop people walking across this area. On 15th September assurances were made that the completed Hall would be handed over on 28th. Unfortunately, this was not the case.  The parquet floor still requires attention, with a specialist firm coming in for 10 days to fix it.  Oakes are paying for the repair but sharing the cost of the final finish.  Mrs. Hill asked about the battery system requiring a steel cabinet as requested by the insurance company.  It was explained that the room to house the batteries was built to the required standards by Fire Brigade and building regs. The insurance company agreed to the fixing of a monitored fire alarm, with dial to a key holder and the Fire Brigade.  
11.2 Mr. Aket requested a final statement of receipt and expenditure on the hall when the project is complete.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  The wooden balustrade at the top of the mound will be replaced later this month.  Other equipment is OK.  
	

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  All Equipment is OK.
	

	13
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN                                                                             
	

	
	13.1 Mr. Walton stated that in his discussion with the CIL approvers they had questioned why Norton had not developed a Plan and thereby able to claim a higher percentage of CIL.  The Parish get 15% of CIL payments, with the remaining 85% going into a ring-fenced pot for applications, but with a Neighbourhood Plan it would be 25% to the Parish.  The Clerk agreed to research other villages plans and circulate for the Councillors to discuss further. There could be funding available to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan.
	
Clerk

Agenda

	14
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1 AGM Mid Suffolk Citizens Advice Bureau’s AGM on Friday 25th October 2024 at 10am at Stowmarket Community Centre, Hillside, Stowmarket, - Noted
	

	
	14.2 MS Town & Parish Liaison Meeting - 17/10/24 -10:30 at Wesley Hall, Elmswell.  The Chair and Clerk are planning to attend.
	

	
	14.3 Launch of 2024 rural transport survey - Noted 
	

	
	14.4 MSDC Rural Housing Event, 6 November, Lavenham - Noted
	

	
	14.5 The Mid Suffolk Taxi Bus - launch event - Noted
	

	
	14.6 Clerks & Councils direct – Noted.
	

	15
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	15.1 Mr. Walton reported a number of footpath posts had been vandalized.  These had been reported to the Footpath Officer.
	

	
	15.2 The Clerk reminded Councillors of the Remembrance Day service at the Memorial on 10th November.  Checks will be made that wreath, school and vicar are booked.
	
Agenda

	
	15.3 Mr. Aket commented that his recent submission to the Messenger had been edited and he did not feel it fully covered his article so he had asked for it to be withdrawn.  He agreed to circulate to Councillors for their comments.
	
Agenda

	
	15.4 It was questioned whether the Council meetings would revert back to the Village Hall once it was fully open.  This will be discussed further.
	Agenda

	16
	To confirm date of next meeting:  4th November 2024  
	

	17
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.46 
	



4th November 2024                                     339/24                  signed…………………………………………


