

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th JULY 2026
PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen. Mr. G. Walton,  Mrs. J. Rowland 
                                                                                                                 (Clerk) LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                            District Councillor H. Richardson 
                            County Councillor J. Patchett.                        
APOLOGIES:   Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. N. Winstanley	
                            The Council consented to accept the apologies and reasons given. 
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.                        
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda -none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
d) To receive dispensation policy for approval - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Area fronting The Horseshoes. Cllr Richardson has asked MSDC to undertake clearing, although he is unsure if this should lie with the Housing Association.
Car park at the Village Hall on 30th June. Due to School Sports Day the car park was full leaving hall users no space to park.  This was unfortunate and noted for the future.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor James Patchett
Mr. Aket asked about the new changes of regime in Suffolk and whether there would likely be any changes affecting finances, Parish Councils etc.  Cllr Patchett felt nothing would change as the new system is based on other long-standing Councils where it has worked well.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury.
Cllr Richardson commented on the recycling/rubbish collection. There had been issues during the early stage with new routes, new employees, the weather etc.  Food waste collection is above 99%, estimated against the previously collected black bin weight. He stated the food waste caddy needs to be put out on time as the lorry will not return later to collect if it is not out.  Mr. Walton commented on the food waste being shipped out of county. Cllr Patchett stated a contract had been set up but the company had then retracted.  The waste goes centrally to Ipswich, then either March, or Halstead.  
Mr. Walton questioned how glass in the blue bin is recycled once tipped and broken.  It was suggested a visit to the recycling site is booked to see how the rubbish is treated.
	

	5.
	MINUTES  
	

	
	5.1To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 1st June 2026 as true and correct. Mr. Lenko proposed, Mr. Aket seconded, with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 UKPN update.  The Clerk stated the village hall solicitor had questioned how the Hall trustees need to sign the lease since their title is held by the Official Custodian on behalf of the trustees. It was felt this had been resolved and could be progressed.  Upon further enquiry the Clerk was told there would need to be minor changes to the lease with additional clauses, so it had been returned to the hall solicitor to make these changes.                                                                                             
	

	
	6.2 Bus service update.  Mrs. Hill stated it was unlikely there would be any money
from SCC to reinstate the bus route.  She had attended a Passenger Transport team’s meeting and emailed Simon Barnett about Norton’s problem.  He had had contact with Richard Winch, but he stated currently it is down to money. However, there may be more money available at some point in the future.   Since deregulation, Operators are free to set their own routes and timetables and do not need permission of the local transport authority, only to notify them of new services and changes.  The 320 was a commercial line and the reason for ending was lack of income.  Some budget may be freed up to enable some form of replacement scheduled service but this would not happen immediately. He cited access by residents to the Connecting Communities service.
Mr.Aket felt Turners should be approached about the minibus parked in the SA car park. He had called them but not heard back.  Further enquiries will be made.
	










Clerk

	
	6.3 Review of Football pitch use. Mr. Walton commented on holes left when posts removed, and no maintenance undertaken.  The Clerk was asked to contact the team to enquire about their maintenance programme of the pitches.
	Clerk

	
	6.4 Street Cleaner. There had been interest from a firm to take on the work, and interest expressed by a local resident.  Further discussion with both parties will take place  
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS TO TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - DC/26/02505
Rookery House, The Street, Norton
Application for works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order WS159/T2 -Reduce overhanging branches of beech tree to previous pruning points of around 3.5-4.5 metres. Lightly thin larger limb over the garden, provide 2.5m clearance of garage roof and a 4.5m crown lift in the rear garden section.
The Council supported the work being undertaken on the beech tree.
	

	
	7.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/26/02692
1 Woods Pightle, Norton,  Erection of an attached cartlodge  
The Council had no objection to this application
	

	
	7.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/26/02806
Land At Norton Rise, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 3 (Approved Illustrative Plans and Documents) of Planning Permission DC/24/03919 dated: 08/05/2026 - Erection of 5no. self build dwellings and garages.   The Council had no comment to make on this application.
	

	
	7.4 PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED- DC/26/00036
Old Oak Barn, Church Lane, Norton 
Continued use of cartlodge for domestic purposes ancillary and incidental to Old Oak Barn, retention of rooflight and external alterations to cartlodge 
	

	
	7.5 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton, DC/26/02283  
Discharge of Conditions Application for Listed Building Consents DC/23/03177 and DC/23/04960 - Condition 4 (Hard Surfacing), Condition 5 (Rainwater Goods), and Condition 7 (Eaves and Verges) 
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 The following accounts were presented for payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                             LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, June £374.00                                                                         LGA1972 s112 
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94                                                                             LGA 1972 s133
     ICO £52.00                                                                                               GDPR
     Goodlife landscapes, repairs to play area, £648                          Public Health Act 1875 s164
     SALC Internal audit £502.80                                                                     LGA1972 s112
     SALC, training, £43.20                                                                              LGA1972 s112
     Legend Services £67.05                                                                      Litter Act 1983, ss5,6
     SCC lantern replacement (30&32) £1416.00  Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
     Glasdon,dog bin £159.38                                                                    Litter Act 1983, ss5,6
     Manutan UK, dual Bin, £618.00                                                         Litter Act 1983, ss5,6
     HMRC £ 210.45 cheque no 522626                                                        LGA1972 s112
     SARS £300 cheque no 522627                                                                LGA 1972 s137
Items awaiting payment were verified and the Clerk gave explanation where required. Council RESOLVED to approve the items detailed above for payment.
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed a loan repayment will be made on 9.7.26 of £11230.78 - noted
	

	
	8.3 Request from SARS for donation.  The Clerk informed that the Council had budgeted an allocation of £300. The Council AUTHORISED payment donation.
	

	
	8.4 The Clerk confirmed a reaffirmation had been made with the Pension Regulator as required every three years.
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]8.5 The Clerk circulated the budget carried forward showing the earmarked reserves and general reserves as requested in the internal audit. The detailed precept allocation for the year 2026-2027 was shown for agreement. It was resolved to accept the earmarked funds carried forward as shown (£27500, being £11000 CIL and £16500 general) and reserves (£20317 being £3199 CIL and £17118 general) and to accept the budget as presented. Councillors APPROVED. 
	

	
	8.6 The Clerk circulated a budget statement to July 2026 showing agreed expenditure against approved budgets with explanation where required.  Council resolved to accept the budget statement as presented.
	

	
	8.7 The Clerk circulated the AIAR 2025-2026 to Councillors for discussion and approval.  Councillors noted the comments made and confirmed receipt. 
	

	
	8.8 To receive Internal audit report. The Clerk circulated the report following completion of the internal audit.  The Council formally considered the report and authorized the Clerk to conduct the necessary actions in accordance with the recommendations and comments raised.  COUNCIL RESOLVED TO ACCEPT THE REPORT WITH COMMENTS AND  RECOMMENDATIONS AND FOR THE CLERK TO DRAW UP A LIST OF ACTIONS REQUIRED WITH REPORTING BACK TO FULL COUNCIL. 
	Clerk

	
	8.9 The Clerk circulated a list of current dog and litter bins within the village showing 11 dog and 10 litter bins. This was submitted to MSDC with the request to empty all bins.  Cllr Patchett commented that litter bins can also be used as dog bins. 
	

	
	8.10 To receive confirmation by MSDC of acceptance of CIL report.  The Clerk stated the submitted report of expenditure and proposed earmarked CIL had been accepted by MSDC.
	

	9.
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION – no update.  Judicial review has been submitted, but it is unsure how this will be responded to.
	

	10.
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Cllr Patchett stated he had spoken to the Highways Officer about Norton’s proposed traffic survey and speeding.  He commented on the speed limit between Norton and Stowlangtoft.  It was felt this did fit the criteria for national requirements but being a short distance there is flexibility reducing to 50mph or 40mph to reduce approaching speed.  As a short distance he felt the cost to change would not be too great.  Mrs. Hill felt to have 30mph continue would make more sense. However, Cllr Patchett said there would still be a cost for the regulation order, which he will continue to pursue.
With regard to a traffic survey and design for crossing, he felt even with this information it may not be funded by the County as finance is not there.  Occasionally Government funding will pay for schemes, so he will add Norton to the list ready for when it comes through.  Cllr Richardson commented on the Suffolk House development requirement to produce a plan and contribution towards a pedestrian crossing. Cllr Patchett stated the Council do not need to pay for a pedestrian crossing design as it would get designed anyway. The cost could be in the region of £100,000.  He stated that in a planning application, Norton should state it would support if there was a crossing as this would carry as much weight as having a fully designed crossing. He recommended the Council save spending money on a survey. 
Mr. Lenko stated the SID had been lowered to allow the ANPR to be sited on the post.  Mrs Hill commented that the SID has to be covered as cars enter down the hill when speedwatch is being carried out.  A bespoke cover had been made for it.
	

	11.
	VILLAGE HALL  - Update report
	

	
	11.1 It was noted that the Police had been called by a resident believing the Caravan Rally to be travellers moving on to the field.  The Village hall had posted on FB about the rally.
	

	
	11.2 Mr. Walton stated he had been questioned about the caravans, trees around the playing field, dog mess, and cars parked in the hatched area. He had answered all queries.
	

	
	11.4 Mr. Walton had been approached about the loan being mis-sold particularly reference the coffee shop.  An invitation was extended to attend a Council meeting to express concerns.
	

	
	11.3 Mrs. Hill informed the Twinning will be holding a 40th year celebration, with hog roast, past and present members invited, and would be using the field and hall.
	

	12.
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	12.1 Playing field & Prospect Road play areas.  Mr. Millyard has completed the work required on the gate entrance and the slide at the play area.
	

	
	12.2 Front hedge.  Email received about the overgrown roadside hedge. Mr. Lenko will ask Mr. Millyard to cut back as soon as possible.
	

	13.
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN    - Update
	

	
	13.1 The Clerk stated the expression of interest for financial support had been submitted to MSDC and she asked Cllr Richardson when the Council would be notified about acceptance for financial support to complete the NP.  He agreed to enquiry.
	Clerk

	14. 
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1 Joint Local Plan Scoping Consultation 2026 - noted
	

	
	14.2 Suffolk Highways forum - self-help scheme slides and recording - noted
	

	
	14.3 West Suffolk Planning Policy Consultations.  West Suffolk Local Plan 2045 - Scoping Consultation (16 June to 28 July 2026) -  noted
	

	
	14.4 West Suffolk Planning Policy Consultations. Barton Mills Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 16) Submission Version Consultation. - noted
	

	
	14.5 Town and Parish Liaison meeting - Wednesday 29th July, 2pm - 4pm  at the Blackbourne Community Centre, Elmswell.  Mrs. Hill and Mr. Walton plan to attend. 
	

	
	14.6 Town and Parish Council Liaison Meeting 2026 - New Local Plan System (Mid Suffolk) Mid Suffolk District Council online Teams meeting Friday 10th July. Mrs. Hill and Mr. Walton agreed to log into the meeting.
	

	
	14.7 Clerks & Councils Direct
	

	15.
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting. None
	

	16.
	To confirm the date of next meeting 7th September 2026. 
Councillors RESOLVED not to meet in August other than by reason of urgency of business.
	

	17.
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.40
	





7th September 2026                           415/26                    Signed ……………………………

