

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd DECEMBER 2024


PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
             Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, 
             Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                         LGA 1972 s12 para 40                                                                                                      
                             County Councillor A. Mellen
                             District Councillor H. Richardson
                             1 member of the public.
APOLOGIES:    Mr. R. Lenko
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                             District Councillor D. Bradbury

	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  
Mr. Riley commented on the village Hall sign the cost of which he considered to be high.  He felt investigation of halls to hire is mainly done online  Mr. Walton stated the committee felt it was important to have a sign naming the hall, as the hall has now been refurbished to a high standard.  As most of the hirings are in the evening it was felt important to have a lit sign.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Further email received concerning request for a brown bin.  Unfortunately, the Council are unable to finance a brown bin, but thanks will be given for the work undertaken to enhance the village setting.
Further email received concerning speeding in Norton Little Green.  Speedwatch cannot take place in NLG unless the police visit and agree an identified site which meets their strict criteria.  When asked whether the speed limit could continue between the village and Norton Little Green Cllr Mellen stated it is very difficult to get changes in the speed limit as it is a long drawn out process, with surveys, a level of speed that naturally fits with the speed limit overall, a legal bill of at least £6000 - £7000 minimum.  Currently it appears the County Council are not keen to change speed limits.  Mr. Aket commented that the dip is within and part of the village as is Norton Little Green and not a separate area. 
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Update on A1088 Bridge Farm Bridge, Stowlangtoft Bridge repair.  There has been a delay in completion.  
    •Report from District Councillors Richardson and Bradbury – noted.
Cllr Richardson commented on the white paper concerning devolution.  It could be a)Suffolk, b)East and West Suffolk, or c)Rural Suffolk with Ipswich separate.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE the minutes of the meeting held on 4th November 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr.Aket proposed, Mr. Walton seconded with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	COOPTION - To consider cooption to the vacant post - ongoing
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Parish Tree and Wildflower planting scheme – update awaited from Richard Parmee but planting is likely to be Spring.                                         
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	7.2 Claimed Public Footpath - A1088 Road to Sewage Works.  Following submission of public support letters, ROW has asked for a map to be filled in to show use.  This has been forwarded to Mrs. Jaggard..
	Clerk
Prof Jaggard

	
	7.3 UKPN update.  FIT had replied that their cost for agreeing to the substation will be £6000 plus.  The Clerk had questioned this with FIT and send possible scenarios to the solicitor, to which the Clerk was told the Council should speak to FIT direct and argue it out with them. Without the substation EV charging could not be put in the hall car park.  Mr. Walton agreed to speak to his contact at FIT when the village hall extension was discussed.                                                                                                 
	Mr.Walton

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT - DC/24/04884
Crawley Hall, Woolpit Road, Norton 
Application for Listed Building Consent. Internal works for the installation of through- floor lift   
The Council supported the application with the assurance that the work is carried out in sympathy to the Listed Building status.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR RESERVED MATTERS - DC/24/04807
Plot 2 , Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton.
Application for approval of reserved matters following Outline Planning Permission DC/22/01941 - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings (allowed under Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) details for the layout, scale, appearance and landscaping for Plot 2 only.
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/24/04965
Barn At Haydons Farm (The Woodshed), Ashfield Road, Norton 
Planning Application - Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of self-build replacement dwelling 
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.4 GRANTED   DC/24/04018
11 Ixworth Road, Norton - Installation of air source heat pump to the rear elevation.
	

	
	8.5 APPEAL GRANTED
Appeal Allowed - Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton - APP/W3520/D/24/3336681 - DC/23/03176  
	

	9.
	FINANCE
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                    LGA1972 s112
     Street Cleaner £26.40                                                                             LGA1972 s112
     Tenhats, December Messenger, £363.00                                            LGA1972 s112
     SWT membership renewal £38.00                                                       LGA1972 s112
     Mr. Walton, CCTV items, £33.66                      Local Government & Rating Act 1997 s13
     CAB, donation, £50 (Approved at previous meeting) Cheque 522583  
                                                                                                                         LGA1972 s137
     HMRC £110.60  Cheque no 522582                                              LGA1972 s112
	

	
	9.2 To consider additional allocation for Hall Upgrade of £25,000.  The Clerk provided a budget statement and explained where money could be vired from to support the additional grant.  As the suggested budgets are not likely to be required before the end of the financial year, the precept next year could be considered for topping up these budget headings, ie street lights, noticeboard. Mr.Walton outlined various items still required to finish the work.  Councillors RESOLVED to further support the completion of the Hall up to £25000.
	

Clerk

	
	9.3 To receive details on memorial bench and installation details.   Mr. Winstanley forwarded details of the bench with proposed site.  There will be a site meeting shortly for Councillors to discuss and agree position.                          
	Mr.Winstanley

	
	9.4To receive budget statement.  The Clerk presented the budget statement showing the loan situation and repayment requirements, with the suggested virements for the additional grant to the Hall.  Councillors approved to accept.
	  Clerk

	10
	PRECEPT
	

	
	10.1 To consider precept for 2025-2026 and receive suggested proposal.  The Clerk circulated a suggested precept for £50,000 to cover all the Council’s commitments and in particular the loan repayment.  This will be discussed further at the January meeting when the Precept needs to be formally approved for submission to Mid Suffolk.
	

Clerk

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Update on Speedwatch – Data from large SIDs.  Cllr Bradbury was unable to access the SID to download information, but agreed to try again.  One of the SIDs requires a new solar panel and items have been ordered.                                                 
	
Mr.Lenko

	
	11.2 Gating.  Mr. Lenko will bring suggestions to next meeting.                        
	Mr.Lenko

	
	11.3 Exchange of SIDs in Heath Road and Ixworth Road.  This has taken place.                                            
	

	12
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	12.1 Letter of authority. DNB requested a letter of authority from the Council as registered owner of the land to allow them to apply for a grid connection of the solar panels to UKPN. Mrs. Hill, as Chair, will sign.   
	

	
	12.2 Mr. Walton stated the energy rating for the hall is an ‘A’, which is a good standard.                                   
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	13.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall -all OK
	

	
	13.2 Play area in Prospect Road. Equipment OK.  Mr. Walton will investigate the cost of a small sign for the field                                    
	Mr. Walton

	14
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	14.1 A meeting had been held on 11th November with Ian Poole who has assisted other villages to prepare a NP.  He outlined the requirements and commitment, but stated a NP gives the PC control of what happens in the village.  It would require a working party of 4-8 people, 2 of which should be Parish Councillors.  He felt there was funding available which he could access if the Council decided to go ahead.  The Council RESOLVED to formally start the process to develop a Neighbourhood Plan, and to appoint Mr. Poole as Consultant to assist and secure the grant.
	

Clerk

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 GAMBLING ACT 2005 Babergh & Mid Suffolk Statement of Principles consultation - noted
	

	
	15.2 Adoption of the Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and Intensive Livestock and Poultry Farming SPD - noted
	

	
	15.3 Sport in the Community – noted.
	

	
	15.4 Trees.  Vertas stated that trees along the boundary with the school require pruning back.  He also stated that other trees require attention with dead wood and a dead tree.  He stated Vertas can do a survey and report for all the trees on the playing field  if required. The Clerk will ask for further information and a quote to survey and carry out the work.
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	16.1 Mr. Walton commented on the number of footpath posts being damaged and wondered what could be done.  Perhaps an item could go on FB to tell there is a spate of vandalism particularly of footpath signs and asking people to be vigilant. Mr.Walton considered using wildlife camaras or asking the ROW for their advice.
	Mr.Walton

Clerk

	17
	17.1 To confirm the date of next meeting:  Monday 6th January 2025
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.24.
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