NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8TH JANUARY 2024
PRESENT:
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
                               Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. J. Morgan,  Mr. G. Walton, 
                               Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                      LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               District Councillor D. Bradbury. 
                               County Councillor A. Mellen
  APOLOGIES:  Mr. R. Lenko, 
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                          District Councillor A. Davies. 
	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder to Councillors 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature, gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - None 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
[bookmark: _GoBack]c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Email received about road crossing on A1088- see Councillor Mellen’s report.
Email received about flooding on A1088 from overflowing ditch.  The Clerk stated there are numerous reports on the Highways Portal.  Mr. Walton commented that a pipe under the road taking the water to the opposite field is believed to be blocked.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Investigation re Road Crossing person. Councillor Mellen stated the road did not meet the criteria for a crossing patrol.  He commented the criteria was based on the number of unaccompanied children crossing the road, which he had stated was unacceptable as primary school children would not be expected to traverse such a busy road without an accompanied parent. He agreed to press the cabinet member for Highways, Paul West, and ask for the criteria to be looked at.   Mr. Aket questioned whether the Police could patrol and thereby put pressure on the department for a crossing patrol. Mr. Winstanley questioned whether an independent expert could give any weight to a request for a patrol, and agreed to investigate cost. 
Councillor Mellen commented on the flooding along the A1088 problems at the Tostock Road junction and Fox and Goose corner.  Highways have been out and helped to clear this. Government funding is available for homes which have been flooded. 
Councillor Mellen commented that MSDC budget setting had proposed removal of grants for Arts and Museums, which he had opposed.
Mrs. Hill asked about the signage requested.  Councillor Mellen agreed to follow this up through the Highways engineer.
    •Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury - noted
Slides from meeting on 20mph limit introduction received from Councillor Bradbury.  Councillor Bradbury stated grants are available for properties recently flooded.
	









Clerk

Mr. Winstanley



	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To note and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 4th December 2023. Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Bolus seconded with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Sign on Prospect Road green. The questionnaire had been delivered to all houses in Prospect Road.  No replies had been received. Three residents had been asked, one in support of the sign, one not bothered about the sign and one not realising there was a sign.  No further action will be taken.
	

	
	6.2 UK Power Network update. Mr. Walton reported this is currently on hold as two landowners are not allowing cables underground. UKPN may change course and go underground through the school playing field, so discussions are taking place with SCC. The overhead transformer near pre-school will be removed and connecting cables run underground from the new transformer.                                                                  
	Clerk
Mr. Walton

	
	6.3 Traffic Mirror opposite Hall entrance - no update                                                   
	

	
	6.4 Bus service update.  Mr. Winstanley reported on the recent Team meeting.  He felt a questionnaire on use is required and he agreed to put one together for circulation with the Messenger and on FB.  Any new service should be a proposal to join with other villages to produce a viable service. Funding is available to get a service up and running which will then be handed back to villages to self-finance. Mr. Aket suggested having a bank of volunteer drivers.  Mr. Walton felt an open meeting may be required to gauge need and use.                                             
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	6.5 Road signs for repair.  These had been reported on the portal, but the reply had been no action would be taken.  The Clerk was asked to follow this up further.
	Clerk

	
	6.6 Planters at Garage.  Mrs. Dove has agreed to take charge of these, as well as the ones at the village hall, and School Close, but has asked for volunteers for watering.
	

	
	6.7 Flooding along Tostock Road.  Mr. Walton stated the river had been surveyed and unfortunately two trees had fallen across the river which had caused a blockade. Digging will take place at the Tostock Road end.
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Plot 12, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton   DC/23/05652
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling with garage. 
The Council rejected this application on the following grounds:
1.  It is understood there will be a retaining wall to the rear of the plot which will raise the height of the house.  Reassurance should be required to ensure the original ground level will be retained.
2. This development will be in isolation so there should be condition that the other approved sites are undertaken first.
3. As the whole development of 12 houses has been submitted piecemeal it does not require affordable housing to be part of the whole site.
4. It is questioned why this is stated to be self-build/custom build when the developer has submitted the outline application and is now submitting the detailed plans.
	

	
	7.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Plot 11, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton   DC/23/05661
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling with garage. 
The Council rejected this application on the following grounds:
1.  It is understood there will be a retaining wall to the rear of the plot which will raise the height of the house.  Reassurance should be required to ensure the original ground level will be retained.
2. This development will be in isolation so there should be condition that the other approved sites are undertaken first.
3. As the whole development of 12 houses has been submitted piecemeal it does not require affordable housing to be part of the whole site.
4. It is questioned why this is stated to be self-build/custom build when the developer has submitted the outline application and is now submitting the detailed plans.
	

	
	7.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Norton Pre-school Honeywood Corner, Ixworth Road, Norton - DC/23/05630
Full Planning Application - Continued use of land for the siting of unit for the existing pre-school for a further seven years, and to carry out works to improve thermal efficiency and protect the building, to amend opening and closure times (re-submission of DC/23/03866).   The Council fully supported this application.
	

	
	7.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Lilac Villa, Ixworth Road, Norton, DC/23/05751
Householder Application - Erection of single-storey rear extension. 
The Council supported this application, but feel that the extension appeared to be too large for the plot.
	

	
	7.5 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
Caravan At Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton,  DC/23/00571  
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/05832 - Conditions 3 (Fenestration), 4 (Eaves and Verges), 5 (Mezzanine Structure), 6 (Details of Staircase Within Barn), 9(Suspended Floor), 10 (Building Recording and Analysis), 11 (Insulation)  
	

	
	7.6 GRANTED
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton, DC/23/04959
Changes to landscaping and parking arrangements, erection of extension to house plant/domestic storage. Conversion of garage, form enclosed porch, installation of air source heat pump and wood burning stove with flue. Replacement/alteration of fenestration. 
	

	
	7.7 LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton, DC/23/04960
Erection of extension to house plant/domestic storage, conversion of garage, form enclosed porch, installation of air source heat pump, wood burning stove with flue and internal works to include replacement/alteration of fenestration and changes to internal layout.
	

	
	7.8 GRANTED
4 Honeywood Grove, Norton, - DC/23/05013
Erection of a single storey side and single storey rear extensions. 
	

	8.
	FINANCE
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
On Line:   Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                             LGA1972 s112
                 Street Cleaner £72.00                                                                              LGA1972 s112
                 TenHats, January, £361.00                                                                       LGA1972 s142    
                Clerk, Flag poles £99.98                                                                          LGA 1972 s145
    HMRC £122.00   Lloyds Cheque 000013                                                            LGA1972 s112
    M. S. Oakes stage payment for village hall work £157764.61 
         Santander cheque 522546                                                Local Government Act 1972 s133
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed receipt of CIL claim by Village Hall of £7744.77
	

	
	8.3 To receive budget statement. R&P with reconciliation for Santander and Lloyds.  Received and RESOLVED to accept.
	

	
	8.4 To consider Coronation noticeboard for meeting with Barconwood.  Mr. Walton suggested an 8x4 board, free standing, near the village hall wall, showing footpaths with places in the village around it.  He stated Dr. Mason and Emma Smart could be involved in putting together graphics. Mr. Aket questioned the resilience of the noticeboard.  Mr. Walton felt being near the hall it would be covered by CCTV.  
	Clerk
Mr.Walton.

	
	8.5 SCC Street lighting part night lighting scheme – off at 11.30pm, on at 6.30am.  The Council declined, but asked for clarification on the lighting cost saving.
	Clerk

	
	8.6 SCC – The Clerk confirmed that 5 lights had been requested for upgrade, each light will have a telecell to report problems.
	

	
	8.7 MSDC informed bins emptying increased cost from April 24.  Dog bins will be £58.16 each bin per year and litter will be £49.66 per bin per year, subsidised by MSDC.  Without any subsidy it would £175 per bin per annum.
	

	
	8.8 Speedwatch – Kill your speed signs. Mrs. Hill stated the signs would be £36 each with a request for 6 signs.  Discussion took place as to where these might be placed and whether more signs would help in slowing traffic. It was RESOLVED to purchase 6 signs. Mrs. Hill will discuss with Mr. Stone where he felt these could be placed.
	Mrs. Hill
Clerk

	
	8.9 Quote for hedge and ditch clearance received from T.E. Edwards for £1400.00 + VAT. The Council RESOLVED to accept.
	Mr. Walton

	
	8.10 Messenger.  Printing cost has recently risen, so Mr. Aket will investigate a quote.
	Mr. Aket.

	9.
	PRECEPT
	

	
	9.1 Precept requirement for 2024-2025 discussed based on the proposal by the Clerk. Proposal to accept by Mr. Walton, seconded by Prof. Jaggard. It was RESOLVED to submit request for £39,000 to MSDC.
	Clerk

	
	9.2 The Clerk provided a draft statement of loan repayments for the coming years showing the precept could rise slowly over the next few years before being at the amount to cover the full repayment cost.
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update on Speedwatch.- no update
10.2 To consider small solar SID located at Heath Road – no update                                          
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL
	

	
	11.1 Update on Project.  The roof is being replaced and the fixings for the solar panels will then be put in place. Approval for the Lottery grant is still awaited, but was positive in approval.  The project is on schedule to be completed on 9th June 2024. 
	

	
	11.2 To receive R&P statement for village hall project – noted.  
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1  Play area adjacent to Village Hall – no problems reported
12.2 Play area in Prospect Road -Mr. Lenko agreed to keep this area under review.  
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 MSDC Richard Parmee Call for Land for Nature Recovery. It was felt this information could be put in the Messenger.
	Clerk

	
	13.2 Consultation on draft Sexual Entertainment Policy 2024-2029 (version 2)- noted
	

	
	13.3 Consultation on draft Scrap Metal Policy 2024-2029 - noted
	

	
	13.4 A14 Haughley to Tothill reconstruction scheme Newsletter – noted.
	

	
	13.5 MSDC New Neighbourhood Policing Model – noted.
	

	
	13.6 MSDC informed of Land Call for future consideration - noted.
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Walton stated Compass Mole control expires shortly.  The Council RESOLVED to continue for another year. 
	

	
	14.2 Prof. Jaggard requested Footpaths be placed in the agenda.
	

	15
	To confirm the date of next meeting:  5th February 2024, 7.30pm  
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.14
	



5th February 2024                          301 /24                  signed…………………………………………


