

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8TH NOVEMBER 2021

PRESENT:
In the Chair: Mr. B. Aket, 
                       Mrs. T. Long, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. A. Sedgwick, Mr. G. Walton. Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk) 
                                                                                                                                                LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       County Councillor A. Mellen
                       District Councillor Harry Richardson
                       Two members of the public.

APOLOGIES: Mr. Etchells-Butler, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. T. Walker, Mrs. J. Tottie
The Council consented to accept the apology and reason received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.
                            District Councillor Wendy Turner

	1.
	Mr. Aket welcomed members of the public and reminded all of the meeting protocol.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25.  Mr. Walton declared an interest in planning item 7.2 
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance.
Mr. Luckin stated he had an interest in Planning Item 7.2. Mr. Aket stated that with Councillors agreement he would defer Mr. Luckin’s comments until this item was reached on the agenda.    
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email.
Email received from Mr. Skipper concerning Pathway Woolpit Rd which had overgrown causing the pathway to be vastly reduced in width.  The Clerk stated she had reported this on the SCC portal, and had received a telephone call from the inspector agreeing with the width problem and stating work would be scheduled to widen it this week.

Email received from Mrs. Fogg stating that the September minutes were incorrect and did not relate to the questions she had asked. She stated she had asked what was done with the monitoring information relating to “Norton is watching you”, who keeps a record, how is it analysed, how does the Council know the neighbourhood watch and bin stickers are working. She stated no figures were given, so how does the Council monitor and understand that the actions are making a positive difference.

With regard to Neighbourhood Watch, Mr. Sedgwick stated it is impossible to offer statistics on things that have not happened.  He stated that in generalisation since Neighbourhood watch was started incidents of criminal activity appear to have dropped as nothing has been reported on social media.  In relation to Speedwatch there are no statistics as the group is not yet up and running.  Volunteers have come forward, training is being undertaking and sites will be dependent on pre-ordained sites designated as safe by Suffolk Police. Both these items are on the Council agenda each month.
Mrs. Fogg felt communication from the Council to parishioners is not as good and transparent as it could be and welcomed the item on greater engagement through high quality communication that will actually reach parishioners in the future.
	

	4. 
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
He stated there is no progress on the crossing study as it is still going through the process with SCC to be signed off.  The bridge restriction at Stowlangtoft will be in place for 18 months, The older part is weak and cannot take the weight of the lorries which is why there is 7.5 tonne restriction, with temporary traffic lights which will eventually go.  All permit holders (around 15 operators with 103 licenses) have been informed of the restriction and there will be more information after his meeting this week.  Mr. Aket enquired how it would be policed to ensure the weight limit is adhered to, but Councillor Mellen said he would have more information after his meeting this week. Mr. Aket asked for the Council to have a list of the permit holders, which Councillor Mellen will confirm he is able to forward to the Clerk.  Mr. Morgan commented when the A14 is closed the A1088 is often used as an alternative route.  Councillor Mellen confirmed that lorries would not be able to use the A1088 because of the unsafe bridge and that signage would be in place to inform lorry drivers.  Mrs. Long asked who monitors the operatives using the A1088.  Mr. Sedgwick asked whether BOSA based at the end of the A1088 could monitor the lorries, even though they are primarily for the A14, as there is potentially an identified problem on the A1088,. Councillor Mellen was unsure of their remit, but stated that on the back of Speedwatch there is also a Lorrywatch, which Mr. Sedgwick felt he could bring on board when Speedwatch is up and running.  Mrs. Long enquired about the motion to support the Local Electricity Bill. Councillor Mellen explained there is a restriction in the law whereby small scale electricity producers have to pay the same amount as large producers for a licence to sell electricity, so this Bill is campaigning for proportionate costs, to potentially make local electricity cheaper and more reliable.

He confirmed that no work had commenced on Church Lane and agreed to follow this up.  Mr. Walton stated he had helped the drainage problem by digging gullies. 

    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and Wendy Turner
Councillor Richardson stated the Joint Local Plan has been delayed and will resume in the New Year as more information had been requested by the Inspectors.  Mr. Aket asked about the CIL payments to Parish Councils which were confirmed as a payment due to Parishes for development in their area and not a decision to give by Mid Suffolk.  
	









Councillor Mellen.
Clerk

	5. 
	MINUTES
	

	
	To note and approve the minutes of the following meetings:(as previously circulated) 
     Meetings held on 4th October 2021 and 14th October 2021
Mr. Walton stated he had not read the minutes as he had lost them from his emails, and the Clerk apologies for not resending them.
The Minutes were agreed and approved for signature by the Chairman
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Update on road crossing on A1088 – see Councillor Mellen’s report                                 
	

	
	6.2 Platinum Jubilee update.  No current update, but Mr. Aket reported that the village needs a beacon. He enquired whether the Council would consider funding one to be made by Bridge Farm. Mr. Walton stated he would investigate another source.
	Mr. Walton

	
	6.2 Update on Church Lane. –see Councillor Mellen’s report
	

	
	6.3 Update on SIDs. Mr. Lenko informed 3 are up and working.  Mrs. Long stated the one at Rookery Farm did not appear to be working when she had been passed on a couple of occasions.  Mr. Lenko will be asked about this.   Mr. Aket commented that the SID on the Ixworth Road between the Thurston Junction and the Village Hall is seen at the last minute. Mr. Walton commented that alternative sites would mean trees would block the solar panels.  Mr. Sedgwick commented on safety of vehicles breaking suddenly, but felt it does mean vehicles slow down.  Mr. Walton wondered where the old SIDs were and whether they could be used elsewhere.                                                             
	Mr. Lenko

	
	6.4 Welcome Pack.  Mr. Walton has had a good response from groups willing to put information in it and stated Dr. Mason is working on a template for the folder with some historic pictures.  He hoped to have a draft and prices for the next meeting.                                                                     
	Mr. Walton

	
	6.5 Wildlife Area.  Mr. Walton has had a meeting with SWT and the area considered is part of a WAGG scheme and requires a survey of existing wildlife first.  The area would probably be run as a Charitable Trust for which he will have an update later.  It can be accessed by the school and most of the village without needing to go on a road, sited near running water and near existing wildlife pathways.                                                                             
	Mr. Walton

	
	6.6 Future printing of Messenger –  Mr. Lenko stated the advertising costs are on a par with other magazines.  Mr. Walton provided some costing from another source which was slightly more than the current ones, however with any increased cost of materials this may change.  For the time being the printing will be left with TenHats.  
	

	
	6.7 Reply from Suffolk CC Definitive Map Team concerning Rights of Way registration. Apparently if they are on the definitive map already they do not need to be registered. Mr. Walton commented that the sewer track in Stanton Street has been used as a walkway for years and is not on the definitive map, but a locked gate has appeared for which no one has taken responsibility.  The Clerk stated she has sent the paperwork for registration to Mrs. Jaggard, a nearby resident.  
	

	
	6.8 Update on street lights.  SCC stated they are still awaiting work from Kier which had been held up due to lockdown.  The Clerk will continue to push for work to be undertaken. Mrs. Long commented on Councillor Richardson’s report about MSDC requiring the Council to consider reducing or placing a number of street lights where these interfere with biodiversity. He will be asked about this at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	6.9 Speed limit between Stowlangtoft and Norton.  SCC replied that it would not be possible to link up the two-speed restriction areas.
	

	
	6.10 Norton Sewage treatment lane.  Mr. Etchells-Butler has been to see the problem caused by the tankers which use the lane every hour.  It is hoped the work to the treatment plant will be completed by Christmas. Mr. Aket felt the system was overloaded and the site cannot cope.                              
	

	
	6.11Web Site.  The Clerk stated the web site is under construction, she has a training session coming up and the site should go live on 1st December.
	Clerk

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	PLANNING APPLICATION
7.1 Ha’penny, Ashfield Road, DC/21/05474
Erection of two storey rear extension and single storey link extension to detached garage from main dwelling. 
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	7.2 Rookery Farm, Ashfield Road, Norton   DC/21/04065
Erection of dwelling following demolition of existing buildings. 
Mr. Luckin outlined his concerns regarding the implication for this building on his property which is Grade 2 listed, the boundary wall, and the requirement for visibility screening into his garden.  Mr. Luckin invited the Councillors to carry out a site visit, but Mr.Aket stated this would delay the submission of the Council’s views.  Mr. Luckin stated he was not objecting to the application but had concerns about visibility into his Grade 2 listed property.  Mrs.Long stated on the website there is an objection from Highways concerning access and a comment from the Fire Service.  Mr.Aket felt the boundary and visibility concerns were for discussion between Mr. Walton and Mr. Luckin and did not form part of the planning application before the Council. Councillors approved the application with comment to Mid Suffolk Planning on the neighbouring Grade 2 listed property.
The Council had no objection to this application but asked for the proximity of the Grade 2 Listed building to be taken into consideration.
	

	
	7.3 Birkrigg House, Ashfield Road, Norton, DC/21/05828
Construction of a natural swimming pond 
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	7.4 APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS TO TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - Broad Oak, Woolpit Road, Norton,DC/21/05380
Application for works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order MS399/G1 -Crown reduce 1No Oak (T1) to appropriate growth points, to achieve approx 1, reduction in spread and height. Crown reduce 1No Oak (T2) to appropriate growth points due to over extended limbs growing towards house by approx 1m.
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	7.5 Three Bridges, Ashfield Gardens, Norton DC/21/05985
Erection of 1no dwelling with detached garage following demolition of existing buildings.
The Council had no objection ot this application.
	

	
	7.6 AMENDMENT APPROVED
Application for a Non material Amendment relating to DC/20/00412 
Manor Lodge Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton - Addition of a kitchen window to the Western elevation and alterations to fenestration details. Substitution of two fixed side windows to opening doors.
	

	
	7.7 PERMISSION GRANTED
Norton Service Station, Woolpit Road, Norton, DC/21/04801
Planning Application. Supply and fit of 1no new underground fuel tank.

Pump Court, Ixworth Road, Norton, DC/21/05302
Erection of two bay cart lodge with store
	

	8.
	FINANCE
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
      Clerk’s salary £147.29 cheque 522365                                                  LGA1972 s112
      HMRC £36.60  cheque 522366                                                              LGA1972 s112
      Tenhats, October and November, £514.00 cheque 522367                    LGA1972 s142
      Vertas grass £608.10 cheque 52368                                         Public Health Act 1875 s164
      British Legion poppy wreath £35.00   cheque 522369                         LGA 1972 s1388
      Westcotec £13,085.82 cheque 522370                                         Highways Act 1980 s274A
      MSDC Play Inspection £180.94 cheque 522371Local Government (Misc. Provision) Act 1976 s19
      Proludic, trampoline, £6495.25 cheque 522372 Local Government (Misc. Provision) Act 1976 s19
      Suffolk Wildlife Trust membership –£38.00 cheque 522373                  LGA1972 s112
      Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk £50.00 cheque 522374                              LGA1972 s137
	

	
	8.2 To receive request from Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk and Headway Suffolk for financial support. Mrs. Long proposed a donation of £50 to Citizens Advice with Mr. Walton seconding – all Councillors present in agreement. Councillors declined any support for Headway at this time.
	

	
	8.3 To confirm receipt of Neighbourhood CIL Payment for October 2021 - £21589.60 – Noted.
	

	
	8.4 To confirm receipt of Locality Award for £3000.00 - noted
	

	
	8.5 To receive budget statement and Receipts and Payments for April to October with reconciliation statement.  Received and approved by Councillors. 
	

	
	8.6 Allotments.  Mr. Walton commented on water to the allotments budget. He stated both pumps had burnt out because they ran dry, but these pumps had now been replaced. He felt the pumps were probably turned on and left without being supervised so he had suggested a flow switch to turn the pump off when running dry. He felt there was no water in the boreholes and perhaps there should be further discussion with the bore hole firm.
	

	9. 
	NEIGHBOURHOOD/SPEEDWATCH UPDATE
The Clerk explained that complaint had been made about vehicles speeding at the Ixworth end of Norton and the number of lorries using the A1088 without permits. In relation to Speedwatch Mr. Sedgwick stated there are 11 volunteer operatives being trained and once trained Speedwatch operations will commence at preordained sites throughout the village that have been designated safe sites by the Suffolk Police.  He said he will try and investigate carrying out Lorrywatch at the same time to ensure Companies are adhering to their licences and any that are not will be dealt with by the Suffolk Police.                            
	

	10
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	10.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall
Annual Play Inspection Report 2021 forwarded to all Councillors and Mr. Lenko will report at the next meeting. Mr. Walton commented several items of equipment are stated as suffering from erosion. He stated he will shortly be getting grass matting, the cost of which would be around £20 per sq.m and suggested Mr. Lenko work out how much could be required to go around the equipment.  He felt that any item stated as needing reinstatement should have the area protected with grass matting.
Suggestion of play equipment for older children – mention has been made to Mr. Lenko about a zip wire, which will also require grass matting.  Mr. Lenko has a site in mind and this will be discussed further at the next meeting.
	

Mr. Lenko

Mr. Walton



Agenda

	
	10.2 Play area in Prospect Road. Mrs. Long stated she had read the Inspection Report for Prospect Road which was generally good.  A few items mentioned for attention were the basketball backboard, hoop and net, goal posts and picnic table securing, chains on swings, bark, signs not compliant.  She stated dogs are causing a problem using the grass play area. The trampoline is in situ and appreciated by the children. 
Mr. Walton asked about local residents taking charge, but as this was not felt feasible, he agreed to check the goal posts although this was listed as low risk on the report.  Mrs. Long agreed to produce a bullet point list of works required for a quote to be obtained.  
	Mrs. Long

Agenda




Clerk

	
	10.3 The metal fencing is still at the top of the playing field.  This belongs to Travis who has been asked to move it.
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL UPDATE AND DISCUSSION
	

	
	11.1 To review arrangements and publicity for Open Meeting on 18th November. Mr. Sedgwick agreed to place this on Social Media again.  The Clerk confirmed that notices are up on the Noticeboards and a notice put in the Messenger.  Mr. Etchells-Butler had also included it in his Chairman’s report in the Messenger. The Clerk agreed to obtain coffee and biscuits for the meeting.  Mr. Walton will have A1 copies of the plans for display, Mr. Aket will do a powerpoint presentation of the Council requirements to apply for a PWL. And Mr. Lenko will do a talk about the proposal of upgrade. Mr. Sedgwick enquired about a leaflet to go in the Messenger to ask for resident views with a comments box in The Dog or Shop. Mr. Aket asked for an indication of the Band D current figure and possible figure for a precept increase.  The Clerk will obtain information.  The Clerk reiterated that it is the Parish Council who take out the loan so they are ultimately responsible for the yearly repayment and need to ensure they have the funding in place to do this. Mr. Walton also commented that more houses in the village would mean the parish precept is diluted per household.
	 All Councillors

Clerk






Clerk

	
	11.2 To consider and discuss PWLB funding for the village hall project, VAT implication and precept increase to fund loan – to be considered at a future meeting after the Open Meeting.
	Agenda

	12
	CORRESPONDENCE 
	

	
	12.1 Structural Weight Restriction, Bridge Farm Bridge, A1088 Stowlangtoft email from A. Mellen – see Councillor Mellen’s report
	

	
	12.2 Lorry Route Map Review in Suffolk – noted. 
	

	
	12.3 Suffolkonboard bus timetable updates – noted.
	

	
	12.4 Bus shelter.  As Mr. Etchells-Butler was not at the meeting this will be added to next month’s agenda.                                           
	Agenda

	
	12.5 The Clerk stated she had circulated an up to date Councillor list and asked for all Councillors to confirm their details were correct.
	

	13
	QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING.
	

	
	13.1 The Clerk reminded that the Precept submission is due at the end of January 2022.  She said this would be put on next agenda for discussion when it could be provisionally set with a final decision made at the January meeting.
	Agenda

	
	13.2Mrs. Tottie enquired about the Council having its own Facebook Page to save Mr. Sedgwick having any comments directed to him.  Mr. Sedgwick stated he was happy to continue as it is.
	

	
	13.3 Agenda items and notices. The Clerk sent Councillors reminders about how to place items on the agenda, but Mr. Aket also reiterated items need to be on the agenda for a decision to be made. Notice of the agenda in advance of the meeting needs to be three clear days, not including the day it goes up, the day of the meeting, a Saturday or a Sunday, so Tuesday is the definitive day by which the agenda should be circulated and advertised.  Items cannot be added after this day.
	

	
	13.4 Street Cleaning. Mr. Walton enquired about a new street cleaner.  The Clerk stated she had an advert ready to be posted in the Messenger.
	Clerk

	
	13.5 Mr. Aket reminded Councillors of the Remembrance Day service at the War Memorial at 10am on Sunday 14th.
	

	14
	Close of the Meeting.  There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.18
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