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EDITORIAL

Thank you to Pete Nash for the lovely 
frosted cow parsley picture above, and 
to everyone else who sent in 
contributions.  If anyone else has 
anything they would like to see in the 
messenger send it in – we had some 
space this month!
Any contributions for the Messenger 
should be sent to the address below by 
the 15th of the previous month.

Best wishes, Diana
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REGULAR VILLAGE EVENTS



ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
(Part of the Benefice of Pakenham, Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield, Hunston & Stowlangtoft)

Rector: Revd Katherine Valentine Tel 01359 235095
Email: kavalentine677@gmail.com

Website: for more details of all our churches - including Norton - see the national Church of England website 
www.achurchnearyou.com

Our benefice Church magazine is also available online at www.vcnews.org.uk
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February 2023 Church Services and Opening times
Our beautiful and ancient church is open every day for visitors and private prayer.

5th Presentation of Christ 8am Holy Communion Walsham-le-Willows
10am Family@Church Candlemas Pakenham

12th 2nd Sunday before Lent 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Tostock
9.30am Morning Worship Great Ashfield
11am Family Communion Pakenham

19th Sunday before Lent 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Pakenham
11am Morning worship Norton
11am Family Communion Great Ashfield
6pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Tostock

22nd Ash Wednesday 7.30pm Holy Communion with Pakenham
Imposition of Ashes

26th 1st Sunday of Lent 9.30am TOAST Great Ashfield
9.30am Family Communion Norton
11am Holy Communion Hunston
11am Morning Worship Tostock

Notice of Rector’s sabbatical 

I will be away from the benefice on sabbatical from 1st January 2023 until 27th March 2023. Part of that time 
I will be on Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Jordan. I am very grateful to the Bishop for allowing me to spend 
this time away in prayer, reflection and exploration of the roots of our Christian faith. It is a very exciting 
opportunity. 

I am also grateful to everyone in our churches and Deanery who will be holding the fort in the meantime; 
ministers, churchwardens and PCCs, and all others who have offered to help. If you have any query or concern 
during this time please contact your churchwardens in the first instance (details below) and if they cannot 
answer your question or help directly they will put you in touch with someone who can!  Churchwardens for 
Norton are: 

Janet Bauer - 01359 232668, Martin Wood - 01359 242367

All our services will continue as usual, with the help of other clergy in the Deanery and Diocese, and of our 
own ministry team. The only service that has been changed is the early 8am communion at Norton on the 1st 
Sunday on the month. This will not take place during Jan/Feb or March and instead you are invited to St 
Mary’s Walsham-le-Willows if you would like communion on these days.  

Please say a prayer for me on my travels, and for all the good folk who help keep our churches the open and 
welcoming places that they are. Katherine. 
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH LIGHTS

If you would like to see the church lit up in 
the evenings please consider sponsoring the 
lights (£20 a week) to celebrate an event or 
remember a loved one.
Please contact: Philippa Wilding
email pfwilding@btinternet.com
Telephone 07776443004

PETS OF NORTON – ONLY ONE THIS MONTH!

Pepper, who is one and a half



This is the first article I am writing for 2023 and so may I begin by saying Happy New Year from everyone at Norton Primary 
School. We finished 2022 with traditional Christmas festivities; Carol Services, Nativities and a delicious Christmas lunch. It 
was lovely to have a term where COVID did not have a significant impact, however like many school and organisations, we 
unfortunately did not escape the horrible coughs and colds which were going round. We are hoping with warmer weather 
on the way there will be fewer illnesses.
As a class teacher, I always used to enjoy the Spring Term. By spring, your class know the rules and routines and as a 
teacher you know your pupils’ needs and learning styles well. The pupils at Norton certainly return to school ready to start 
the new year and with eagerness at starting new topics and experiencing visits and visitors.
In Star the class, the children will be learning about toys, discussing together whether they can recognise an old and new 
toy. They will also be having fun creating and making their own toy. They have also enjoyed attending the book and dance 
clubs which have been organised by the Year 6 children.
In Year 1, the children will be learning about Florence Nightingale, understanding why she became famous and how she 
improved nursing practices. The children will also have the opportunity to visit Pipers Vale Gymnasium which they are very 
excited about.
Year 2 are already enjoying their topic on ‘At the Farm’ and have begun to learn that there are different types. To embed 
their learning, they are all looking forward to a trip to Jimmy’s Farm. In Art, the children are exploring the work of Henri 
Matisse and have focused on his collage named ‘The Snail’. The children looked at colours and shapes, then created their 
own snails in his style. The end result was so good that their masterpieces are now on display.
Following on from their topic ‘Stone Age Rocks’, Year 3 are going to be moving forward from this era to look at the Ancient 
Egyptians.  The children will be learning about their lives, beliefs and Pharaohs.
In Year 4, the children have an exciting term ahead with the start of their swimming sessions as well as two enrichment 
experiences to look forward to. History Off The Page will be visiting the school in January to provide an Ancient Greek Day 
for the children. The children studied this topic last term so it will be great to see what facts they are able to remember 
from their learning. The children have also started to read Kensuke’s Kingdom, by Michael Morpurgo in English and work 
has been planned for the children to study character description and setting.
The topic in Year 5 is geography-based as the children further their understanding on biomes and will focus in particular on 
forests. The children continue to enjoy learning how to play the clarinet and the whole school enjoyed a performance at the 
end of the Autumn Term.
Year 6 will be focusing on being scientists, as they investigate the concepts of evolution and inheritance, and how natural 
variation in inherited characteristics leads to variation within a species. 
Each half term we have been fortunate to have a PE enrichment Day. Last half term all the children experienced a Capoeira 
workshop with Pedro. Capoeira is an art form inspired by Brazilian music, dance and martial arts. The children certainly 
enjoyed such a different type of PE activity. This half term, we have planned for the children to have a basketball session.
The children at Norton have been very keen to take on active roles within the school to make our school even better and 
one such group is our anti-bullying ambassadors. Six pupils and two members of staff completed the Anti-Bullying 
Ambassador Training Programme which focused on empowering students to change the attitudes, behaviours, and cultures 
of bullying behaviour at school. These pupils have presented their own assembly and organised Odd Sock Day to celebrate 
how we are all different and unique. Together they are planning lots of activities and assemblies for the Spring and Summer 
Term.
To celebrate the end of this half term the children will be having a Valentine’s Disco, an event arranged by FAPONS and 
where we love to see the children’s moves and routines.

Mrs Sparkes

Norton CEVC Primary School
School Close  Norton  Bury St Edmunds  Suffolk  IP31 3LZ
Headteacher  Mrs Lisa Sparkes
office@norton.suffolk.sch.uk 01359 230520    www.norton.suffolk.sch.uk
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NORTON AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Dates for your diaries…

11th February Harry Isaac Presley and the Hip    

Operation Band 

Dance Night at the Village Hall 7:30pm. 

Tickets £15 to include a Hamburger. 

Licensed Bar.

3rd March Quiz Night at the Village Hall     

7:00 for a 7:30pm start. Teams of up to 8 

£12.50 each to include a Chilli Supper. 

Bring own drinks.

Thursday 18th May The French arrive in Norton for a long weekend. Everyone in the 

village is invited to attend a Welcome Reception from 5:00 to 

7:00pm in the Village Hall.

Our thanks to the Parish Council for their support towards this 

event. We look forward to seeing you.

We also host our 50/50 Lotto Draw at the end of each month. £3 per number, the winner 
receives half of the total money taken.

Contact us via 01359 258529 or nortontwinning@gmail.com

mailto:nortontwinning@gmail.com


Norton Baptist Church
February 2023
Check the information below

for our services throughout 
February and beyond

There is so much going on at the moment so I will dive right in with the important 
information:

All of our services are back this month with Messy Church, Café Church and our 
Praise and Worship services. Our doors open at 10am for all of our services. Tea 
and Coffee are available for the Praise and Worship services and for Messy Church. 
Breakfast is served for Café Church and we will provide a “light lunch” after the 
Messy Church service.

Don’t forget that our Praise and Worship services also include Adventurers for our 
younger people. With games, stories, craft activities and more - they are always 
welcome while the grown ups can stay in the service.

Prayer is always a key element to any church and we are no different. We are going 
to meet, in the church vestry, every first and third Wednesdays at 7:30pm to pray 
together and you are welcome to join us. If there is anything you would like us to 
pray about for you please let us know by emailing us using the address at the foot 
of the page or use our Facebook page.

Looking ahead, we are already planning for our summer Holiday Club which will 
run from the 29th August to the 1st September. Book the dates in your diary and 
keep an eye out for the booking forms nearer the time.

Lighthouse Club and The Den are back in full swing and we are looking forward to 
other events with the Primary School over the coming months. 

As always, up to the minute information will be posted on our Facebook page.

5th 12th 19th 26th 5th

March

Praise and 
Worship

10am 10am

Messy Church 10am

Praise and 
Worship

10a
m
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ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website: www.elmswell-
history.org.uk – or contact our Secretary, on 01359 2426

Another bumper audience attended our January meeting to hear Simon Millyard’s

talk on “Trinity House Lighthouses”. Having worked for Trinity House for the last 15

years, Simon was very well qualified to give us a full history (since 1514) of this

charity which, as a surprise to many of us, is not a government department or

institution. He also gave us superb details and images of all its many and varied roles

in modern marine navigation. All UK lighthouses are now automated, and many of

the lighthouse-keepers’ cottages can be hired as holiday homes.

Perhaps sadly, many of the amazing optics (sitting on beds of mercury) of traditional lighthouses have been 

replaced with modern and more efficient, but less beautiful, LED systems. HRH Princess Anne, the Princess 

Royal, is now the Master of Trinity House, having taken over from her father, the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Our next talk on Thursday 9th February, 7.30pm at the Wesley Hall (School Rd, IP30 9EE) will be by local 

author, Elspeth Rushbrook, on “A Local Survivor of the Titanic”.  The subject of this talk, Violet Jessop 

(1887-1971), was an Argentine woman of Irish heritage who worked as an ocean liner stewardess and 

nurse in the early 20th century.   She actually survived several shipwrecks which our speaker has 

researched extensively, so will have some fascinating insights into Violet’s interesting life and her final few 

retirement years in the nearby Suffolk countryside.  Do join us then for this slice of truly local history.
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LOCAL BUSINESS ADVERTS



14

Compass Pest Management
for all your pest control needs

25 years experience

Based in Thurston

Rats, mice, moles, rabbits, bird control,

squirrels, insects & bugs, wasps & hornets

7 days a week

Please call Robert 07544 367645

compasspest@hotmail.com
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The local solution to 

your motoring needs

Open 6 days a week.

MOT Testing – Tyres – Exhausts – Servicing –

Bulbs – Diagnostics – Clutches – Cambelts –

Batteries – Wipers – Mechanical Repairs –

Wheel Alignment – Loan Car

Friendly and Qualified Staff and much more!

Credit and Debit cards accepted

01359-230097

Andys Auto Fix, Woolpit Road, Norton, IP31 3LU
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