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EDITORIAL

Shorter edition this month, but still lots 
going on the village.  Hope to see some of
you at the dawn bird walk along the Black 
Bourn!

Please send any contributions for the 
Messenger to the address below by the 
15th of the previous month, and photos 
would be particularly appreciated!

Best wishes, Diana
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Monday 15th April 2024
at 7.30pm in Norton Baptist church.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME

Agenda
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the APM held on 3rd April 2023
3. Matters arising from the above meeting
4. Report by County Councillor
5. Report by District Councillors
6. Report by the Chairman of the Parish Council
7. Financial Report of Norton United Charity
8. Financial Report of Norton Parish Council
9. Reports from Village Organizations
10. Any Other Business.

It is hoped that the District Councillors and County 
Councillor will be in attendance.  It will be your 
chance to question them and the Parish Council or 
comment on matters.  

Mrs J. Rowland
Willowbrook Cottage
Ashfield Road
Norton
Bury St Edmunds
IP31 3NN
07947859741
E-mail: nortonparishclerk@outlook.com

NOTICE OF VACANCY IN OFFICE OF COUNCILLOR
PARISH OF NORTON
COOPTION VACANCY

A vacancy exists in the Office of Councillor for the Parish 
Council.
If you are interested in being considered for co-option and 
joining the Council please contact the Clerk
The Council is especially interested in hearing from female 
applicants.

Living in Norton we are very fortunate to have some 

wonderful wildlife habitat right on our doorstep –

one very special place for me are the water 

meadows along the Black Bourn river. On Saturday 

the 4th of May I’ll be heading into the meadows to 

enjoy the sounds of bird song in full flow and 

wondered if anyone would like to join me? With a 

bit of luck, we will hear and see some of the amazing 

summer migrants like the Cuckoo, Turtle doves, 

Reed warblers, and my favourite, the Nightingale. It 

really doesn’t matter if you don’t know your Robin 

from your Raven, but if you fancy an early morning 

nature walk please let me know. I’ll be leaving from 

the war memorial at 0630 on Saturday the 4th May-

it will take about an hour and a half. There is no 

charge but donations to St Andrew’s church would 

be most welcome! Please drop me an email at 

richardtrollope@live.co.uk if you would like to join 

me.

Richard

DAWN CHORUS BIRDWATCH



3

I am writing this article with only two weeks to go before we break up for Easter. Spring 2 has been short and busy as 
the children have been enjoying their learning and experiencing a range of enrichment activities.
We celebrated World Book Day on Thursday 7 March, with this year’s theme being HEROES. Staff and children 
dressed up as their hero, whether that was a favourite character in a book, someone they admired from the world of 
music, sport, TV or film, or someone in their life who they respected and who inspired them.  Hero costumes ranged 
from Indian Jones to Harry Potter to Dorothy and many more interesting characters. The children then experienced a 
range of literary activities during the day, but my favourite one was when the older children met with the younger 
ones in the school and shared books together. It was so lovely see our Christian Value of community being shown in 
such a great way. 

On Wednesday 14 February, Comet Class (Year 3) went to Cambridge to visit both the Egyptian Gallery at the 
Fitzwilliam Museum and Central Mosque. The children spent the morning at the museum, looking at how to decipher 
an Ancient Egyptian object and thinking about what the artefact could tell them of what life was like for ancient 
Egyptian people. After lunch the class travelled across the city to Central Mosque, where the children had the 
opportunity to learn about Islamic prayer, ask questions and have a guided tour of the mosque. Everyone enjoyed 
the day and it was great to hear the children sharing knowledge and applying facts and information.
On Thursday 15 February Planet Class (Year 2)  had their first class trip to Lodge Farm. The children learnt about 
different grains and how they are used, how they are planted and cared for. They all saw tractors and were even able 
to sit inside them! They had a tractor trailer ride and went on a green treasure hunt! 
Rocket Class (Year 4) went to Colchester Castle as part of their Romans topic. They looked around the fascinating 
museum, had a tour underneath the castle (whilst learning about Boudicca's attack on Colchester) and built a Roman 
villa and round house. 

In the classrooms, Star Class (EYFS) have been busy writing and delivering letters as part of their Jolly Postman topic as 
well as enjoying the new clamber stack. Galaxy Class (Year 1) have been learning about the Arctic and a trip planned 
to Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge will embed their knowledge further. In Year 2, the children have been 
learning about the Great Fire of London, with all the children able to say why the fire spread so quickly. To develop 
their knowledge and understanding, History Off The Page will be visiting the class during the last week when, through 
role-play, the children will experience life as it would have been at the time of the Great Fire of London. They will use 
authentic tools and materials to learn skills as apprentices in a variety of workshops. Year 3, in their 3D Art topic have 
been experimenting with quilling. The children have learnt how to make some of the simple shapes and put them 
together to create some designs. Year 4 in science are learning about sound- this includes learning how we hear and 
deafness. As part of this topic, the children will be taking part in a Fingerspellathon to raise money for the National 
Deaf Children’s Society. During the fundraiser, they will learn about deafness, the impact the charity has on deaf 
children and their families, as well as learning some sign language. Year 5 have been inputting data in computing, 
using the search tool to find, sort and group information; they have also learnt how to filter information. In Year 6, as 
historians, the children have travelled back in time to the early mediaeval period, discovering how absolute power in 
England was fiercely contested by the Anglo-Saxons and the Danish Vikings. They have learnt how Viking raiders and 
traders became settlers and conquerors, and how the nation of England was born out of the 7 Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. 

As we approach Easter, the children are getting ready to celebrate with an Easter Service at St Andrew’s Church as 
well as FAPONS organising an Easter Bingo Event.

Mrs L Sparkes

Norton CEVC Primary School
School Close  Norton  Bury St Edmunds  Suffolk  IP31 3LZ
Headteacher  Mrs Lisa Sparkes
office@norton.suffolk.sch.uk 01359 230520.
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th February 2024

PRESENT in the Chair: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. J. Morgan,  Mr. G. Walton, 
Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                      LGA 1972 s12 para 40
County Councillor A. Mellen. One member of the public.

APOLOGIES: Mr J Morgan. The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the 
attendance register. District Councillors A. Davies and D. Bradbury.

1. Welcome and protocol reminder

2. Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests - none

3. PUBLIC FORUM 
Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Mr. Riley commented on the unwelcome “eye signs” “Norton is watching you” 
Mr. Riley commented on the poor street lighting along Ixworth Road around the village hall area. Mr. Riley 
felt that an additional light is required in this area.  The Clerk agreed to ask SCC for advice and a quote. 
Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Email about road closure for new roundabout at Woolpit. 

4. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –
Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Councillor Mellen stated chevrons and double bend warning sign will be put up on the Norton Little 
Green bends.  He has liaised with the Community Engineer about additional speed signage in the village.  
He has questioned Paul West about the criteria for a patrol crossing. In the forthcoming budget, funding 
for the arts is to be cut, as will funding for young people and social care fund, mainly due to low income 
from Government.  A report on the special education needs services stated it is inadequate but 
unfortunately there is little room for manoeuvre to improve.
Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury – noted.

5. MINUTES

5.1 minutes of the Meeting held on 8th January 2024. proposed, seconded agreed.

6. COOPTION

The Clerk confirmed that the Council can now co-opt to fill the vacancy.  

7. MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 8th January 2024

7.1 UK Power Network update.  UKPN are seeking permission from SCC to run the cable underground 
through part of the playground near the playing field path.                                                                  
7.2 Road crossing independent survey- ongoing.    Mrs. Hill commented on the crossing proposed by Mr. 
Gray for the Suffolk House development.  She agreed to speak with him to find out his proposals.                             
7.3 Bus service update and questionnaire.  Mr. Winstanley had forwarded a draft questionnaire for 
comment, which Councillors approved. Jaggard commented on a good neighbour scheme with volunteer 
drivers, CRB checks would be required and appropriate insurance needed.

Mr. 
Winstanley
Agenda

7.4 Road signs for repair.  The sign reported near Little Haugh had fallen over and has now been removed.  
It was questioned how enforceable the speed limit would be with less signage.                                                
7.5 D-Day commemoration - no village commemoration is planned. 

PLANNING

8.1APPLICATION FOR WORKS TO TREE(S) IN A CONSERVATION AREA
Land At The Rear Of The Salvation Army Hall, Woolpit Road, Norton, DC/24/00302
Proposal: Notification of Works to Tree in Conservation Area - No.6 Oak trees along north side of 
boundary. To reduce branches on south side only by 2/3M to provide a good clearance. To also raise oak 
trees by 5m on south side, to allow space for a boundary fence. G1 mixed hedge and brambles between 
oak trees alongside boundary on north side of site. To be removed to allow space for boundary fence.
The Council objected to this application.  
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8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - Three Poplars, 
The Street, Norton,  DC/24/00352Variation of Condition 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Planning 
Permission DC/22/02231 dated 14.07.2022 - Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition 
of existing) and re-building and re-roofing of existing lean-to to kitchen.  The Council approved this 
application.
8.3 GRANTED
1 Jubilee Close, Norton DC/23/05511 - Erection of single storey side extension -
8.4 GRANTED
Norton Pre-school Honeywood Corner, Ixworth Road, Norton - DC/23/05630

9. FINANCIAL MATTERS

9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
On-line: Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                        LGA1972 s112

Street Cleaner £72.00 plus on-line payment for cancelled cheques for £393.60       LGA1972 s112

Directa (Kill your speed signs) £216.00                          Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, s72 (1)

Compass Pest Management £375.00 Public Health Act 1875 s164

Compass Pest – refund of double payment to Messenger £92.40 Public Health Act 1875 s164

SCC street lighting repairs £1017.73 Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301

SCC street lighting repairs £9476.44   Santander cheque 522548 
Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301

HMRC £122.00 plus cancelled cheque £122.00 - £244.00 Santander cheque 522549  
LGA1972 s112

M. S. Oakes stage payment for village hall work £ 26491.34 
Santander cheque 522547 Local Government Act 1972 s133   

9.2 The Clerk confirmed receipt of CIL claim by Village Hall for £13874.33

9.3 To receive budget statement. The Clerk proposed money from the contingency and CIL budgets be 
wired to Street Light upgrade.  She commented that some of the contingency budget would be required for 
Birketts for land registry and lottery queries.  Budget received and noted. Councillors RESOLVED to accept 
the proposals.
9.4 To consider Noticeboard update.  The Clerk stated in discussion with Barconwood the graphics would 
be the main cost, but if put together by the person in the village it would need to be of a good quality so it 
did not pixilate when enlarged.
9.5 The Council confirmed the Clerk as RFO and confirmed SALC as internal auditors for the year 2023-
2024.

9.6 The Clerk confirmed submission of quarterly Street cleaning claim for £156.30

9.7 To receive quote for Messenger printing. Prof. Jaggard and Mr. Aket had made initial enquires both of 
which were more expensive than the current cost.  Mr. Aket had found another printing firm on line. For 
print ready, they quoted £269 for 500 copies of 16 pages in colour.  Councillors asked for a sample.              Mr. 

Aket
9.8 The Clerk confirmed Vertas grounds maintenance for 2024-2025 £1217.44 + VAT.

10 FOOTPATHS

10.1 To consider a public right of way for the road to the sewer. The road belongs to Mr. Gray.  Prof. 
Jaggard stated this track had been used since 1974 until a gate had been put up.  He asked for the Council 
to request it is reopened and designated as a right of way. The Clerk was requested to write to the Rights of 
Way dept. Clerk

11 STANDING ORDERS

11.1 The Council reviewed standing orders: Apologies and Non-attendance, Financial Standing Orders, Risk 
Assessment, Local Government Code of Conduct. RESOLVED to approve and accept.
11.2 Item 4.1 Financial Standing Orders. The Council confirmed clerk and Chair to determine expenditure 
for items below £500.
11.3 Item 4.4 Financial Standing Orders. The Council confirmed the salary budget to be reviewed annually 
in March.

12. SPEEDWATCH

12.1 Update on Speedwatch. Mr. Stone agreed to put up the Kill Your Speed signs using existing posts.  Mr. 
Aket commented that the automatic speed sign at the Ixworth end should be at the top of the hill.  Mr. 
Lenko stated that he had used an existing pole but would need to apply to SCC if a new pole is required in a 
different place. 
12.2 Small solar SID to be located in Heath Road.  Mr. Aket confirmed that a resident had agreed to the 
location at the front of his house.  Mr. Lenko agreed to pursue this.    

Mr. 
Lenko



13 VILLAGE HALL
13.1 Update on Project.  Mr. Walton explained progress had been slow due to the wet, cold weather.  
There has been a saving by omitting some Velux windows.
13.2 Update on Land Registry/Lottery – Birketts.  The Clerk had forwarded details to the Council.  Land 
Registry require the original conveyance (dated February 1940).  As the Clerk only has a copy this will not be 
accepted and it is not with the solicitor who drew it up.  Birketts have stated there needs to be a 
declaration from the Council about ownership, and Professor Jaggard agreed to sign this on behalf of the 
Council.  The Clerk stated the solicitor had mentioned there needs to be indemnity cover.

Clerk

Prof 
Jaggard

14. PLAY AREAS

14.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall. Mr. Lenko stated the pads around the trampoline are again causing 
problems so a different fix in place will be investigated. In discussion of adult equipment, Mr. Lenko agreed 
to investigate one item and cost.

Mr. 
Lenko

14.2 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems to report.

15 CORRESPONDENCE

15.1 MSDC Great British Spring Clean (15 March – 31 March). 

15.2 West Suffolk Local Plan (Regulation 19) Submission Draft January 2024 – noted.

15.3 SWT magazine – noted.

15.4 Clerks & Councils Direct - noted

16 Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting 

16.1 Mr. Aket commented on the damaged verges along the Tostock Road after the river bridge.  As this is 
Tostock parish, the Clerk was asked to write to Tostock PC asking them to report the problem to Highways.  

Clerk

16.2 Comment made on the litter on the A14.

17 To confirm the date of future meeting:  4th March 2024, 7.30pm  
18 There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.09
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ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP

Our February meeting was delighted to welcome local experienced craftsman Rick Lewis of Traditional Oak Carpentry Ltd

and hear his excellent talk on Medieval Carpentry. Starting by selecting the appropriate tree from somewhere like

Bradfield Woods (formerly owned by Bury Abbey and from where wood has been sourced for over 400 years!), Rick

described in detail how this craft has evolved over the centuries, and he brought along a varied selection of his historic

hand tools and implements for everyone to view and handle. Sourcing some superb ancient manuscripts, illustrations and

old photographs, he showed how things were done then (with not much visible “safety” gear except some workers were

shown wearing clogs). To cut the logs in the Middle Ages, very long two-ended saws were used on trestles with a man

standing on top (the “top dog”), while one stood underneath (the “under dog” who was paid less, even though all the

sawdust would fall on him!).

Still available although originally published in 1677, Joseph
Moxon's book, “Mechanick Exercises or the Doctrine of Handy-
Works,” is the first English-language book on woodworking, even
though the author was not actually a woodworker but a printer,
a maker of mathematical instruments and (for a time)
hydrographer to King Charles II. Rick’s company encourages
young apprentices and keeps an active involvement in the Suffolk
Historic Buildings Group.

Much of Rick’s carpentry work is in private houses, but some can
be seen in National Trust properties such as Paycocke’s House in
Coggleshall (CO6 1NS) which is a Tudor cloth merchant’s house
with elaborate panelling and woodcarving originating around
1420.
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Our March meeting featured experienced speaker and

historian, Stephen Poulter, on “Suffolk’s Lost Heritage”.

Like so many places in Britain, Suffolk has had its fair share

of losses when it comes to the many historic buildings,

grand mansions and medieval churches which have

disappeared over past centuries. Stephen showed these

vanished architectural gems using surviving period prints

and the reports from travellers who visited the towns and

villages during the past 400 years, either for personal

curiosity or in the process of compiling guidebooks for the

increasing number of tourists who had leisure time along

with cheaper and faster methods of transport at their

disposal.

EXHIBITION, “Rendlesham Revealed: The Heart of a Kingdom AD 400-800”. If you missed this

amazing exhibition at Sutton Hoo recently, more than 50 archaeological items found there are

now on display at the West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village Museum (Icklingham Rd, IP28 6HG) until

23rd July. The finds include gold jewellery, coinage, and food remains, and the display focuses

on the main story of royal Rendlesham at its height when it was the power centre of the early

East Anglian kingdom 1,400 years ago. For more details, visit

www.heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/rendlesham, or call 01284 728718.

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –www.elmswell-history.org.uk – or contact our 

Secretary, on 01359-242601

Our next meeting on 11th April, 7.30pm at the Wesley (IP30 9EE), will see the welcome

return of Jacquie Norman for her second talk on “Tudor Costumes” when, as previously,

she will bring authentic replica costumes to illustrate her talk and show us how they

were worn. Do join us then – everyone welcome.

http://www.elmswell-history.org.uk/
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH (Part of the Benefice of Pakenham, Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield, Hunston & 

Stowlangtoft)

April 2024 Church Services 
Our beautiful and ancient church is open every day for visitors and private prayer.

7th 2nd Sunday of Easter 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Norton
10am Family@Church Resurrection Pakenham

14th 3rd Sunday of Easter 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Tostock
9.30am Morning Worship Great Ashfield
11am Family Communion Pakenham

21st 4th Sunday of Easter 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Pakenham
9.30am Morning Worship Norton
11am Family Communion Great Ashfield
6pm Evensong Tostock

28th 5th Sunday of Easter 9.30am TOAST Great Ashfield
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Hunston
11am Family Communion Norton 
11am Morning Worship Tostock

Rector: Revd Katherine Valentine Tel 01359 235095  Email: kavalentine677@gmail.com

Website: www.achurchnearyou.com Benefice Church magazine www.vcnews.org.uk

NB: New Service Times 

Please note a slight change of service times at Norton. The Morning Worship on the 3rd Sunday will 

now be at 9.30am and the Family Communion on the 4th Sunday of the month will now be at 11am. 
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Foot Health Practitioner

Camilla L Burt
BSc Podiatry, MAFHP, MCFHP

Providing friendly, professional foot care in the 

comfort of your own home

-Callus/Corns -Thickened/Fungal Nails -Ingrown Toenails

-Heel Fissures -Verrucae -Diabetic Foot Care
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FootWise 
Foot Health Care 
EVERY MONDAY 

at 
The School Room Clinic 

Methodist Chapel 
High Street, Ixworth 

 
TREATMENTS INCLUDE 

 
Nail Trimming  |  Thick Nail Reduction 
Ingrown Nails   |  Hard Skin Removal 

Cracked Heels  |Corn Removal 
Diabetic Foot Care 

 
BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT 

 
At The School Room Clinic or Home Visit 

with 
Camellia Dighe 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Call: 01359 230 428/07799664684 
E-Mail: FootWise@Protonmail.com 
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