

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th FEBRUARY 2024

PRESENT:
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
                               Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko,  Mr. G. Walton, 
                               Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                      LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               County Councillor A. Mellen
                               One member of the public
  APOLOGIES:  Mr. J. Morgan.
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                          District Councillors A. Davies and D. Bradbury.

	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder to Councillors
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature, gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - None 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Mr. Riley commented on the unwelcome “eye signs” “Norton is watching you” in the village concerning speedwatch and neighbourhood watch.  
Mr. Riley commented on the poor street lighting along Ixworth Road around the village hall area.  The Clerk stated a couple of these lights had been reported as a problem and due for replacement with new LED lighting.  Mr. Riley felt that an additional light is required in this area.  The Clerk agreed to ask SCC for advice and a quote. Mr. Walton felt Councillors should check the area during the hours of darkness to ascertain the problem. Prof. Jaggard requested a plan of the lights in the village.  
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Email about road closure for new roundabout at Woolpit.  Councillor Mellen agreed this is causing a traffic problem.
	







Clerk

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Councillor Mellen stated chevrons and double bend warning sign will be put up on the Norton Little Green bends.  He has liaised with the Community Engineer about additional speed signage in the village.  He has questioned Paul West about the criteria for a patrol crossing. In the forthcoming budget, funding for the arts is to be cut, as will funding for young people and social care fund, mainly due to low income from Government.  A report on the special education needs services stated it is inadequate but unfortunately there is little room for manoeuvre to improve.
Mr. Walton thanked Councillor Mellen for reporting the substandard repair of a pothole in Church Lane.

Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury – noted.
Any questions can be sent to Councillors via email.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To note and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 8th January 2024. Prof. Jaggard proposed, Mr. Aket seconded with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	COOPTION
	

	
	The Clerk confirmed that the Council can now co-opt to fill the vacancy.  Notices will be displayed asking for interest, with Councillors talking to residents about standing. Mrs. Hill commented the Council needs to be as diverse as possible.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 8th January 2024
	

	
	7.1 UK Power Network update.  UKPN are seeking permission from SCC to run the cable underground through part of the playground near the playing field path.                                                                                 
	

	
	7.2 Road crossing independent survey- ongoing.    Mrs. Hill commented on the crossing proposed by Mr. Gray for the Suffolk House development.  She agreed to speak with him to find out his proposals.                                                                   
	

	
	7.3 Bus service update and questionnaire.  Mr. Winstanley had forwarded a draft questionnaire for comment, which Councillors approved.  Mr. Aket questioned the percentage of replies required to press action forward.  It is hoped to be delivered with the Messenger. Mrs Hill commented on volunteer drivers who could be called on to go to, for example, the Health Centre.  Prof. Jaggard commented on a good neighbour scheme with volunteer drivers, but CRB checks would be required and appropriate insurance would be needed.
	Mr. Winstanley

Agenda

	
	7.4 Road signs for repair.  The sign reported near Little Haugh had fallen over and has now been removed.  It was questioned how enforceable the speed limit would be with less signage.                                                                                           
	

	
	7.5 D-Day commemoration.  This item will be removed as no village commemoration is planned. 
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1APPLICATION FOR WORKS TO TREE(S) IN A CONSERVATION AREA 
Land At The Rear Of The Salvation Army Hall, Woolpit Road, Norton, DC/24/00302
Proposal: Notification of Works to Tree in Conservation Area - No.6 Oak trees along north side of boundary. To reduce branches on south side only by 2/3M to provide a good clearance. To also raise oak trees by 5m on south side, to allow space for a boundary fence. G1 mixed hedge and brambles between oak trees alongside boundary on north side of site. To be removed to allow space for boundary fence.
The Council objected to this application.  
There was concern about cutting back trees purely for the development and to provide clearance for fencing.   There was concerned about the request to remove hedging, particularly with the nesting season approaching.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) -
Three Poplars, The Street, Norton,  DC/24/00352
Application under S73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Variation of Condition 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Planning Permission DC/22/02231 dated 14.07.2022 - Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing) and re-building and re-roofing of existing lean-to to kitchen.
The Council approved this application.
	

	
	8.3 GRANTED
1 Jubilee Close, Norton DC/23/05511 - Erection of single storey side extension - 
	

	
	8.4 GRANTED
Norton Pre-school Honeywood Corner, Ixworth Road, Norton - DC/23/05630
Full Planning Application - Continued use of land for the siting of unit for the existing pre-school for a further seven years, and to carry out works to improve thermal efficiency and protect the building, to amend opening and closure times (re-submission of DC/23/03866)
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
On-line: Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                         LGA1972 s112
              Street Cleaner £72.00 plus on-line payment for cancelled cheques for £393.60 
                                                                                                                                                                                         LGA1972 s112
              Directa (Kill your speed signs) £216.00                          Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, s72 (1)
              Compass Pest Management £375.00                                                       Public Health Act 1875 s164
              Compass Pest – refund of double payment to Messenger £92.40  
                                                                                                                                                                   Public Health Act 1875 s164
              SCC street lighting repairs £1017.73 Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
    SCC street lighting repairs £9476.44   Santander cheque 522548 
                                                                                                                        Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
    HMRC £122.00 plus cancelled cheque £122.00 - £244.00 Santander cheque 522549  
                                                                                                                          LGA1972 s112
    M. S. Oakes stage payment for village hall work £ 26491.34 
              Santander cheque 522547                                               Local Government Act 1972 s133   
	

	
	9.2 The Clerk confirmed receipt of CIL claim by Village Hall for £13874.33
	

	
	9.3 To receive budget statement. The Clerk proposed money from the contingency and CIL budgets be vired to Street Light upgrade.  She commented that some of the contingency budget would be required for Birketts for land registery and lottery queries.  She stated that when the VAT is reclaimed some will go back to the VH upgrade and some put into the contingency.  Budget received and noted. Councillors RESOLVED to accept the proposals.
	

	
	9.4 To consider Noticeboard update.  The Clerk stated in discussion with Barconwood the graphics would be the main cost, but if put together by the person in the village it would need to be of a good quality so it did not pixilate when enlarged.
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]9.5 The Council confirmed the Clerk as RFO and confirmed SALC as internal auditors for the year 2023-2024, and pension redeclaration.
	

	
	9.6 The Clerk confirmed submission of quarterly Street cleaning claim for £156.30
	

	
	9.7 To receive quote for Messenger printing. Prof. Jaggard and Mr. Aket had made initial enquires both of which were more expensive than the current cost.  However, Mr. Aket had found another printing firm on line. For print ready, they quoted £269 for 500 copies of 16 pages in colour.  Councillors felt this was promising but asked for a sample.              
	


Mr. Aket

	
	9.8 The Clerk confirmed Vertas grounds maintenance for 2024-2025 would be £1217.44 + VAT.
	

	10
	FOOTPATHS
	

	
	10.1 To consider a public right of way for the road to the sewer. The road belongs to Mr. Gray.  Prof. Jaggard stated this track had been used since 1974 by residents as a walk way, until a gate had been put up.  He asked for the Council to request it is reopened and designated as a right of way.  He felt if opened it could link up with other footpaths in the area. The Clerk was requested to write to the Rights of Way dept.
	


Clerk

	11
	STANDING ORDERS
	

	
	11.1 The Council reviewed standing orders: Apologies and Non-attendance, Financial Standing Orders, Risk Assessment, Local Government Code of Conduct. RESOLVED to approve and accept.
11.2 Item 4.1 Financial Standing Orders. The Council confirmed item 4.1 for clerk and Chair to determine expenditure for items below £500.
11.3 Item 4.4 Financial Standing Orders. The Council confirmed the salary budget to be reviewed annually in March.
	






	12.
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	12.1 Update on Speedwatch.  Mr. Stone had forwarded an update on speedwatch progress.  Mr. Stone agreed to put up the Kill Your Speed signs using existing posts.  Mr. Aket commented that the automatic speed sign at the Ixworth end should be at the top of the hill.  Mr. Lenko stated that he had used an existing pole but would need to apply to SCC if a new pole is required for the sign in a different place.  Prof. Jaggard commented that vehicles tend to speed going out of the village, not coming in.  
	

	
	12.2 Small solar SID to be located in Heath Road.  Mr. Aket confirmed that a resident had agreed to the location at the front of his house.  Mr. Lenko agreed to pursue this.    
	Mr. Lenko

	13
	VILLAGE HALL
13.1 Update on Project.  Mr. Walton explained progress had been slow due to the wet, cold weather.  Solar panels are now up and there will be investigation about air source heating or electric. There has been a saving by omitting some Velux windows.
	

	
	13.2 Update on Land Registry/Lottery – Birketts.  The Clerk had forwarded details to the Council.  Land Registry require the original conveyance (dated February 1940).  As the Clerk only has a copy this will not be accepted and it is not with the solicitor who drew it up.  Birketts have stated there needs to be a declaration from the Council about ownership, and Professor Jaggard agreed to sign this on behalf of the Council.  The Clerk stated the solicitor had mentioned there needs to be indemnity cover.
	Clerk

Prof Jaggard

	14.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	14.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall. Mr. Lenko stated the pads around the trampoline are again causing problems so a different fix in place will be investigated. In discussion of adult equipment, Mr. Lenko agreed to investigate one item and cost.
	Mr. Lenko

	
	14.2 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems to report.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 MSDC Great British Spring Clean (15 March – 31 March). The Council will consider a village litter pick later in the year.
	

	
	15.2 Consultation - West Suffolk Local Plan (Regulation 19) Submission Draft January 2024 – noted.
	

	
	15.3 SWT magazine – noted.
	

	
	15.4 Clerks & Councils Direct - noted
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting 
	

	
	16.1 Mr. Aket commented on the damaged verges along the Tostock Road after the river bridge.  As this is Tostock parish, the Clerk was asked to write to Tostock PC asking them to report the problem to Highways.  Mr. Aket commented that on the left approaching the railway bridge, the overgrown land is an eye sore, and perhaps Tostock could request clearing from the land owner.
	Clerk

	
	16.2 Comment made on the litter on the A14, and to ask whether Highways would take part in the Great British Spring Clean by litter picking at the A14.
	

	17 
	To confirm the date of future meeting:  4th March 2024, 7.30pm  
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.09
	





4th March 2024                                       305/24                  signed…………………………………………


