NORTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 22ND AUGUST 2022

PRESENT:  
In the Chair: Mr. D. Etchells-Butler
                        Mr. B. Aket, Mrs. S. Hill, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, 
                        Mrs. J. Rowland (clerk)                                                                                                                                LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       Twelve members of the public.

APOLOGIES: Mrs. T. Long, Mr. T. Walker
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.    
                          2 members of the public

	1. 
	Mr. Etchells-Butler welcomed all to the extraordinary meeting and reminded of the meeting protocol
	

	2. 
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
The Chairman clarified that the meeting was not to discuss the loan or village hall.  The meeting had been called to look at the Resolution on the application form which required amendment on advice from the Department of Levelling up, Housing and Communities. 

· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Council was questioned on the voting figures for the public and paper consultation held about the project, including the increase in precept.  The resulting figures on attendance and votes at both consultations were given. The Council was asked about a contingency in the event of prices increase.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated the Council would only be responsible for £500,000 of the project and any additional costs would need to be met by the Village Hall Management.  He confirmed that there would be no cost to the Council until the loan was drawn down which would take place when the project had all funds in place to commence.  Mr. Walton confirmed that the project was to address the issues with the hall whilst improving the facilities and extending it. He stated that outside funding was being sourced but some of this relied on match funding.  One member of the public questioned marketing for the refurbished hall as this was her field of expertise and it was felt help from this area of expertise would be greatly appreciated by the Management Committee.

· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email.
Email received with comments, the contents of which were noted.

	

	4.
	VILLAGE HALL
	

	
	RESOLUTION Proposed by Mr. Aket, seconded by Mr. Lenko

At the Norton Parish Council meeting of 22ndAugust 2022 it was RESOLVED to seek approval of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing, and Communities to apply for PWLB loan of £500,000 over the borrowing term of 50 years for the village hall refurbishment. The annual loan repayments will come to around £17000. It is also intended to increase the Council tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments by 80% which is the equivalent of an additional £20000 a year.  This has been the subject to a precept increase consultation at a public meeting on 18 November 2021, and a paper consultation on 10 January 2022.

Resolution supported by all Councillors
	

	5.
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
5.1 Mr. Aket asked for information on the bus service because at the next meeting the reduction in service would have been implemented. Mrs. Smith reminded all that as of the 5th September there will be no Saturday bus service and the bus that does run will be for school times.  She stated there had been Government funding for rural bus services but as yet Suffolk’s contribution was unknown. Her team were lobbying SCC to reinstate the 384 and 385 service, and for them to look at schemes running in other areas.
	

	6. 
	To confirm date of next meeting 
5th September 2022 7.30pm
	

	7.
	Close of the Meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.54
	


                       








                                                                  /22          Signed ……………………………………………………………………….

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL.
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