

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH OCTOBER 2021
PRESENT:
In the Chair:Mr. D. Etchells-Butler, 
                      Mr. B. Aket, Mr. R. Lenko, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. A. Sedgwick, Mr. G. Walton.
                      Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                     LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                      County Councillor A. Mellen
                      Five members of the public.

APOLOGIES:   Mrs. J. Tottie
The Council consented to accept the apology and reason received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.
                            District Councillor Harry Richardson 
                            District Councillor Wendy Turner
                            Public – Prof. Jaggard.

	1.
	The Chairman reminded Councillors of the protocol to raise a hand and be invited to speak and not speak over others.  He reminded the public that they have no right to speak during the meeting, unless it is deemed necessary and an invitation to speak is given.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 -  None Declared
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda – None received 
c)To receive requests for dispensations – none received.
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - None      
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email.
Letter from Mrs. Smith concerning Horseshoes Play Area and Development on Ashfield Road.  Mrs. Smith asked for more play equipment at the Horseshoe Play Area.  It was pointed out that this is a privately managed play area by the Housing Association.  Mr. Lenko stated as it is small it could not accommodate any further equipment and is also close to the Prospect Road play area which has recently been extended. The Clerk will inform Mrs. Smith. Mrs. Smith also made mention of the Development in Ashfield Road, cutting down hedges, burning rubbish and creating a nuisance for local residents. Mrs. Long stated many objections had been made to this development from the Council and local residents. The hedge destruction would be the responsibility of Mid Suffolk under the Construction Management Plan not being adhered to.

Mrs. Williams emailed Mr. Etchells-Butler with several queries.  She asked about
footpaths requiring registration by 2026.  This will be followed up and information sought from the Rights of Way officer.  She mentioned marking a lap around the playing field for walkers, runners, cyclists. The Council did not feel this required marking out as many people (walkers and dog walkers) are regularly seen walking around the perimeter of the field. It was felt putting walkers, runners and cyclists on the same track may cause a hazard. She mentioned a Trim Trail. Councillors stated that both Tostock and Elmswell have the adult outside equipment and have reported it is not well used.  The Council are improving the children's play area both on the playing field and in Prospect Road.  These are extremely well used by children, some of whom come from other villages to use the one in the playing field. 
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	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Councillor Mellen reported that the bus timetable change had been a temporary issue due to shortage of drivers.  He mentioned that the Special Educational Needs provision is being looked into by the Scrutiny Committee to see where improvements can be made. He stated some potholes in School Close have been repaired, but Mr. Etchells-Butler stated this was a waste of time when many still require to be repaired.
Mr. Aket enquired about the Afghan refugees.  Councillor Mellen stated the Cedars Hotel has been taken over by the Home Office as temporary accommodation, but no one is there yet.
Mr. Walton commented about the reappraisal of lorry routes, with concerns that a pedestrian refuge would see Norton as being safer.
Councillor Mellen asked the Council to note that Wendy Turner will be moving away and resigning from the District Council.  The Clerk was asked to write to her thanking her for her support over the past few years.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and Wendy Turner - Noted.
Mr. Lenko thanked both District Councillors for their locality fund support for the solar powered SIDs.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	To note and approve the minutes of the following meeting: (as previously circulated) 
     Meetings held on 6th September 2021
The Minutes were agreed and approved for signature by the Chairman
	

	6.
	COOPTION
	

	
	6.1 To consider cooption for the one vacancy on the Council.
Mr. Etchells-Butler proposed Mr. Tom Walker is coopted on to the Council, Mr. Lenko seconded, with all Councillors in favour.  The Clerk gave Mr. Walker all the necessary paperwork to complete.
Mr. Etchells-Butler welcomed both Mr. Walton and Mr. Walker onto the Council.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Update on road crossing on A1088.  Councillor Mellen has requested a light touch feasibility study which will be funded by his Highways budget, to consider a pedestrian refuge.  Councillor Mellen stated there is a wide path near The Dog and near the Garage which may allow the road to be widened, but the study would look into this aspect. Mr Sedgwick was concerned that a change in the road from a straight line could present a hazard to drivers.  Mr. Aket felt the position of a crossing was pivotal because if walkers had to walk along Ixworth Road before being able to cross it would have no value. He felt the best position would be to the right of Heath Road along the A1088.  Councillor Mellen stated he had been told crossings cannot be put near a junction. Councillor Mellen reiterated this was a feasibility discussion only, work would not go ahead until agreed.
	

	
	7.2 Resiting of litter bins from Play area. 
Dan has moved the bins – one to the top of the field and the other to the unofficial layby coming into the village.  The Clerk will inform Mid Suffolk to add the bins to the list for emptying.                               
	Clerk 

	
	7.3 MSDC – Trees, hedges and wildflower planting for Parishes. The Clerk stated she had put the views forward hoping for agreement to the sites, but unfortunately of the 11 area only 4 had been approved.  The trees for the Church had been agreed.  Many of the proposed sites did not fulfil the changed criteria for approval as having public access, on public land and have benefit to the public. 
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	7.4 Platinum Jubilee update.  Mr. Aket stated another meeting has been arranged for Tuesday. He confirmed a pianist has come forward for the concert.  He had met with the Countess of Euston on Zoom concerning the Festival of Suffolk which will be an all-inclusive celebration across the County for several months.
	

	
	7.5Update on Church Lane. Councillor Mellen stated there did not appear to have been any repairs carried out so he will follow this up.
	

	
	7.5 Update on SIDs.  Mr. Lenko stated these should arrive next week.                                                                     
	

	
	7.7 30 mph repeater signs in Ashfield Road.  SCC replied that additional signs would not be allowed.
	

	
	7.8 Local engagement Welcome Pack and update to Councillor list. Mr. Walton felt it was important to engage with new residents to inform them of the clubs and activities in the village. 
He produced an example folder so all clubs and churches could provide an information leaflet to go in along with Parish Councillor details and footpath map.  He agreed to have an estimated cost for the pack and a draft copy for the next meeting, suggesting one pack for each house, plus a supply for new residents.                    
	

Mr.Walton

	
	7.9 Wildlife Area. Mr. Walton would like to see a village long term wildlife area, properly managed, to get the interest and care of wildlife by youngsters.  He is currently looking for a suitable area in Norton. A landowner near the Church has expressed interest to help, and he suggested setting up a steering committee to take this forward in the form of a Trust.  He has a meeting set up with Suffolk Wildlife advisory officer for 21 October to discuss what would be required and where to obtain funding.                                                                           
	

Mr.Walton

	
	7.10 Update on Paper recycling bin.  The Clerk reported that the current bin is small and has been full and overflowing.  A lot of cardboard had been removed and 4 black bags of rubbish. Another bin has been requested and should arrive next week.
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 PLANNING APPLICATION
Pump Court, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/21/05302 Erection of two bay cart lodge with store.  The Council had no objection to this application
	

	
	8.2 PERMISSION GRANTED
Copper Coin Cottage, Ixworth Road, Norton,  Erection of single storey lean-to rear extension (following demolition of existing), replacement dormer and part re-roofing of rear lower roof Slope (amended scheme to that approved under DC/21/02110).

Herdwick House, The Street, Norton, DC/21/04495
Erection of single storey porch extension, conversion of garage to double cart lodge with store to rear, rebuild dormer structure and installation of new windows and doors. 
	

	
	8.3 APPEAL DISMISSED
Land rear of Salvation Army Hall, Woolpit Road, Norton 
DC/20/04158 - APP/W3520/W/21/3267230 
	

	
	PLANNING APPEAL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78
Land Off Hawes Lane, Norton: Appeal Reference: APP/W3520/W/21/3273833
Appeal by: Ash Property Consortium Ltd
Proposal: Outline Planning Application (access to be considered) - Erection of 9no. dwellings and construction of vehicular access and pedestrian links (re-submission of DC/20/04429). The Clerk will reiterate the Council’s concern and objection, stressing the damage to the rural nature of the lane.
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	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS 
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
      Clerk’s salary £147.29 cheque no 522357                                         LGA1972 s112
      HMRC £36.60 cheque no 522358                                                          LGA1972 s112
      Tenhats, September, £210.00 cheque no 522359                                   LGA1972 s142
      MSDC Litter and dog bins £588.10 cheque no 22360                     Litter Act 1983,ss5,6
      PKF Littlejohn, external auditor, £360.00 cheque no 522361               LGA1972 s112
      D. Millyard, bin relocation, £105 cheque no 522362                      Litter Act 1983,ss5,6
      Playdale, £5208.60 cheque no 522363                   Local Government (Misc. Provision) Act 1976 s19
      N.P.C.C. £430.00 cheque no 522364                               Local Government Act 1972 s214(6)
	

	
	9.2 To consider grant to Norton P.C.C. for churchyard maintenance. Mr. Aket proposed the allocated budget of £430, Mr. Lenko seconded, with all councillors in agreement.
	

	
	9.3 Future printing of Messenger.  Due to a 25% increase in paper and another price rise soon, this will mean the price for the Messenger will add £20.00 to 12pp A4 and £36.00 to 16pp plus the current costs.  Tenhats suggested an A5 version would reduce costs.  Councillors felt the size should remain, but questioned whether the cost of advertising could be put up.  Mr. Lenko agreed to speak with the editor and the person responsible for advertising.  Mr. Walton stated he could get another cost for printing from elsewhere for comparison.
	

Mr.Lenko
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	9.4 To receive budget statement – Received and approved by Councillors.
	

	
	9.5 Mr. Aket enquired of the progress with the street lighting upgrades and new lighting column approved last year.  The Clerk confirmed she had contacted the SCC and the firm doing the work had put it down to problems with COVID and accessing the equipment.  She agreed to enquire again.
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	9.6 To confirm receipt of recycle claim for £671.76, locality budget receipt from SCC payment for £750 and receipt of Second instalment of precept £11000
	

	
	9.7 To receive AGAR 1, 2 and 3 and conclusion of external audit 20/21.  Received and noted by Councillors.  The Clerk confirmed these had been posted on the noticeboards and web site.
	

	
	9.8 To review Clerk’s hours and contract.  The Clerk stated that the additional work and the web management would require additional hours.  Councillors agreed to an increase of 5 extra hours per week. Mr.Aket commented on the clerk having statutory holiday, and proposed that the August meeting is cancelled, with the July meeting being on the second week and then the next meeting first week September. He felt that SCC and MSDC close their meetings so Norton could do the same. The Clerk commented that additional meetings may need to be called for planning etc, She felt the status quo should remain with allocation of additional hours.  The Council agreed to the Clerk’s proposal.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated the appraisal still needs to be completed.  He will arrange a date with Mrs. Long and the Clerk.
	

	10.
	NEIGHBOURHOOD/SPEEDWATCH UPDATE
	

	
	10.1 Mr. Sedgewick stated neighbourhood watch was quiet at the moment.  He had put an update in the Messenger following last month’s meeting.  He has had 9 applicants to join the speedwatch and forms have been sent off. He hoped that it would soon be up and running following training.  He commented he needs to be guided by the Police where Speedwatch can be carried out.
	

	11.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	10.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  Mr. Lenko thanked Mr. Walton for helping to sort out the bark under the swings, plus Dan has repaired the area around the train. Mr. Etchells-Butler felt the bark pit needed to be improved to retain the bark. Mr. Walton commented that the length of the chains cause feet to scoop at the bark, and perhaps shortening the chains would help.  Mr. Lenko will follow up.
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	10.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  Mrs. Long was given approval for the  basketball backboard replacement following discussion with Mr. Millyard.  She stated the trampoline is expected at the end of October.  Mrs. Long expressed thanks to her neighbours in Prospect Road for helping to put up and fix the goal post nets
	

	12.
	VILLAGE HALL UPDATE AND DISCUSSION
	

	
	Mr. Lenko thanked the Management for running the village hall, it is well used, in a prime site in the village with good car parking.  He has researched and visited other halls, who have had lottery funding and also taken out PWL.  He feels good facilities will be well used and currently the hall is turning people away as bookings are full. The hall is a good size for a wedding or event, with a stage, and the main brick part is sound.  There has been around £150,000 spent on the ceiling, kitchen, air source heating, toilets, sound system. The turnover is on target to be £10-11,000 by April 2022.  He stated the new plan gives a variety of spaces for different events, with increased storage.  The management has suggested £500,000 funding from PWL – current interest rate is 1.9% fixed. Other sources of funding are being investigated.  He commented the outside render is a problem, the flat roof and the timber is rotting, with the appearance of the hall being dated, and to knock down and rebuild again would cost around £1.5m.  Mr. Jefferson has agreed to write a detailed Business Plan, but this is a lot of work, and it would be helpful to have an agreement of backing from the PC, so Mr.Lenko asked for a vote to renovate the hall, with a PWL.  

Mr. Etchells-Butler stated that in principle the Council has supported the idea of expansion, but the Council has not agreed to raise the £500,000 through PWL.  Mr. Lenko asked for a specific vote from Councillors in principle to support through a PWL.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated if a PWL is sought it will need a detailed Business Plan and market research to support the application, and had reservations of commitment to a £500,000 loan over 50 years without prior research.  Councillors were invited to put forward their views.  It was commented that because this is public money there has to be due diligence by the Council.  Further comments made that in principle there was support but a business plan should be put together to take it forward. There was further concern that the massive decision to take on such a large loan should not be taken lightly by the Council.  It was felt there should be more information about PWL and any additional costings above the 1.9% interest likely to be incurred.  

On the other hand, it was pointed out that the fabric of the hall is ageing, there is poor insulation, a failing flat roof, and brickwork that requiring pointing, but the renovations would take care of these factors providing a modern building with good facilities, with a doubling of income from hire due to the increased space and facilities.   Further funding would need to be sourced and if successful the loan could be repaid early. 

It was further stated that prior to making an application for approval, a business plan, recent market research and survey of residents to expand the hall and increase precept was listed by NALC as being requirements. Further concern raised about the impact on the village if the improvements do not generate the anticipated revenue increases to repay the loan, but with the PC still being responsible for the loan payback.  It was pointed out that a Business Plan does not provide any guarantees and is purely a projection.  

The Clerk was asked to seek advice from other Councils who have taken out PWL. The Clerk commented she is currently seeking advice from SALC on various aspects of a PWL.  Mr.Etchells-Butler reiterated that he is in favour in principle of the village hall expansion.

Mr.Walton proposed that a vote be taken now “Would the Parish Council support in principle the application of a PWL to part fund the redevelopment of the village hall to the specifications as laid out in the planning application”.  Mr. Lenko seconded. 
Mr. Aket commented that this proposal needed to have been put on the agenda to the Councillors before the meeting.  The Clerk agreed this needed to be an agenda item prior to the meeting.   Mr. Etchells-Butler stated this proposal would be put on the next agenda.
	

	13.
	CORRESPONDENCE 
	

	
	13.1 Mid Suffolk Parking Strategy consultation. - Noted
	

	
	13.2Membership of Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  Mr. Walton requested that the Council consider membership of the SWT as they will be helping and advising with the wildlife area.  Councillors agreed to join.                                    
	

	
	13.3Dog fouling.  Mr. Walton has been approached about the problem of dog fouling in various places in the village, which people are bagging but then throwing in the hedge. Mr. Etchells-Butler stated more bins had been put in the village and articles placed in the Messenger.  Mr. Walton asked for signs, such as the ones at Tostock, to be put up. Mr. Sedgwick questioned the use of signs as people are aware that they should bag and dispose of responsibly, feeling that the people who don’t do it now will continue not to bag up and bin, and signs will not help. Mr. Walton stated the signs are A4 size and available from the Rights of Way officer. It was agreed the Clerk will order the signs.                                                                                   
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	13.4Remembrance Sunday.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated this is in hand and the wreath has been ordered by Mr. Dove.  He agreed to speak with Revd Valentine.
	Mr. Etchells-Butler

	
	13.5 Clerks and Councils direct – Noted.
	

	14.
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting 
14.1 Mr. Morgan commented that he felt the Council had let the village down by not making a decision at this meeting on the Village Hall situation.
	

	15.
	To confirm the date of future meeting
8th November, 7.30pm
	

	16
	Close of the Meeting.  There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.00
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