

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD JUNE 2024
PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko,  Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                    LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               County Councillor A. Mellen
APOLOGIES:    District Councillor D. Bradbury.
                             District Councillor A. Davies.
	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Email received from S. Wicks concerning Birch House – see reply in Planning 8.6
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Mr. Lenko thanked Councillor Mellen for organizing a Z bend sign at the Little Green sharp bends. Information received from Councillor Mellen in reply to additional speed reduction measures, in particular gating.  Mr. Lenko questioned gating on an A road and will ask his contact at Highways for advice.  Prof. Jaggard commented that Fakenham Magna on an A road has gating.  Mr. Winstanley enquired about funding for support for engineering advice or strategy for reducing speed.  Councillor Mellen stated he has a limited locality budget and his Highways budget was for physical structure rather than developing a policy or strategy.  Councillor Mellen stated that due to the General Election all funding requests are currently on hold. Mr. Aket enquired about the Stowlangtoft bridge meeting.  Approval has been given for the temp. speed limit between Stowlangtoft and Badwell Ash – 40mph between villages with an advisory 20mph in village
    •Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury – noted.
	




Mr. Lenko

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 13th May 2024 and A.G.M. held on 13th May 2024 are a true and correct record.  Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Walton seconded with all in agreement
	

	6.
	COOPTION
	

	
	6.1 To consider cooption to the vacant post – no update.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING 
	

	
	7.1 Bus service update – Ongoing. Further information is being sought.  
	Mr.Winstaley

	
	7.2 Rights of Way application, Ixworth Road. Forms completed by Prof. Jaggard and passed to the Clerk to sign and submit on behalf of the Council.                                            
	Clerk

	
	7.3 Village Hall noticeboard - ongoing                                                                     
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.4 UKPN update – ongoing.  The Village Hall is required to be named on the lease.                                                                                     
	

	
	7.5 Report on Stowlangtoft bridge meeting. Work is anticipated to commence on 8th July to end of November, with permission to close the road on these dates, but the dates are subject to UKPN agreement. Some villages have concerns about rat runs.                                               
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) 
Land west of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/24/02272
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of
Planning Permission DC/23/00178 dated 10/03/2023 Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended)- Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary
Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative designs of
dwellings for plots 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the development.  
The Council had no comment to make on changes of Condition.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
7 Ixworth Road, Norton - DC/24/02434 
Erection of first floor and single storey rear extensions.  
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.3 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78  TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 Appeal Reference: APP/W3520/W/24/3341318.  Appeal by: Mr T Lucas
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling with garage.
Plot 11, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton Suffolk   
	

	
	8.4 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990.  Appeal Reference: APP/W3520/W/24/3341323. Appeal by: Mr D Lucas
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling with garage.
Plot 12, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton 
	

	
	8.5 ADDRESS MANAGEMENT 
MSDC re Land at The Rear of The Salvation Army Hall Woolpit Road Norton Looking at the historical field names for this area, the Council suggested as  first preference "Sweethill View".  Other suggestions as second choice alternatives were "Stack Yard Close" or "Barn Meadow".
	

	
	8.6 BIRCH HOUSE
Email received from the homeowner about the development concern expressed to the Council in April. The Clerk informed that before taking the concern further, the past Council minutes were looked at and the planning portal researched. It was found that Application: DC/17/04328 was received by the Planning Authority on 22 August 2017 and later granted.  With this information to hand, the Council took no further action and the concern was satisfied and closed.
	

	9.
	FINANCE
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                             LGA1972 s112
     SWT membership £38.00                                                                        LGA1972 s112
     Tenhats, May Messenger, £395.00                                                          LGA1972 s142    
     Gadd Brothers, £360.00                                                            Public Health Act 1875 s 164
     MSDC Annual Play inspections £217.56                   Local Gov (Misc. Provisions)Act 1976 s 19                                      
     MS Oakes, stage payment  £74629.52  Santander cheque no 522559    LGA 1972 s133   
     HMRC £104.00  Santander cheque no 522561                                        LGA1972 s112
     Suffolk Accident Rescue Service £400  Santander cheque no 522560     LGA1972 s137
	

	
	9.2 To further consider Memorial Bench request – No update
	

	
	9.3 To receive Budget statement, Lloyds and Santander R&P with Reconciliation and Village Hall/Loan account R&P.  Councillors noted the information and RESOLVED to accept all.
	

	
	9.4 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard- no update
	

	
	9.5 To confirm receipt of MSDC VH CIL payment of £13620.03 - noted
	

	
	9.6 The Clerk confirm submission of VAT claim for 23-24.
	

	
	9.7 Mr. Lenko commented on arranging an internal control meeting and will contact the Clerk with a proposed date.
	Mr.Lenko

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update on Speedwatch - ANPR results noted.  
	

	
	10.2 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding – criteria for 40mph had been emailed to Councillors.  It was felt there should be another request for 40mph between Stowlangtoft and Norton and also to ask Stowlangtoft to make a request. Mr. Walton commented the 40mph section at the Woolpit end has shown to make a difference to vehicle speed.
Councillor Mellen had forwarded details of gating which he felt he could fund.  Details and pricing were obtained from another Parish Clerk.  Mr. Lenko agreed to check with SCC about using gating on an A road.
	
Clerk




Mr.Lenko

	
	10.3 Update on solar SID located in Heath Road. All landowners agreed on the site. Mr. Lenko stated there would be a cost of £600 from SCC for the pole.  Mr. Lenko asked for formal approval to purchase the pole and a SID (with a Thank You sign) which will cost around £5600 altogether.  Councillors RESOLVED to the purchase.                             
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1Update on progress.  Progress has been slow due to the weather.  Insulation on the outside is going up.  The fire alarm requirements are on-going as previously it was not up to current standards.  CCTV quotes are being reviewed.
	

	
	11.2 Lottery application - no official update.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall - trampoline tiles will be screwed down to stop them being pulled up. The adult equipment will be fitted on 12th June. Mr. Lenko stated the wood at the top of the slide had badly rotted and agreed to get a quote to replace with new timber or recycled plastic.                                       
	


Mr.Lenko

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems to report.
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 A14 update with road closures - noted
	

	
	13.2 CAB Helping people in your community with cost of living problems - noted
	

	
	13.3 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Call for Sites 2024 - noted
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Winstanley stated he had been in touch with Mr. Parmee about the wildflower area, who will give his recommendation for autumn/ spring planting
	

	
	14.2 Mr. Walton stated on the FB page there are complaints about the overgrown footpaths.  Mrs. Hill stated there is a small bridge in a footpath near the Church that has broken slates which requires repair. 
	
Clerk

	
	14.3 Mr. Aket enquired about the fields of ox-eye daisies. Mr. Walton stated this is a green policy and the Government pays for growing as they are good for bees.
	

	15
	To confirm the date of next meeting:  1st July 2024  
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.35
	





1st July 2024                                       322/24                  signed…………………………………………
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