

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2nd SEPTEMBER 2024

PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, 
Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                                          LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                             County Councillor A. Mellen
                             District Councillor D. Bradbury.
APOLOGIES:    Mr. N. Winstanley
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register 
	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 – Mrs. Hill declared a pecuniary interest in Planning item 8.1
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none  
Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email - none
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen. Mr. Lenko enquired about an update on the bridge as when he visited the area he had been told that the concrete had been poured and was setting and the buttresses put in.  Cllr Mellen stated piling had also been needed and testing was now taking place.  He stated there are concerns with traffic using Kiln Lane which could cause a problem in the winter, and Stowlangtoft has suggested a one-way system.  
Cllr Mellen commented on the problems of parking in School Close.  Both Cllr Mellen and Mrs. Hill have spoken to the Head, who said she sends reminders to parents about parking.  The parking bays are not covered by the zig-zag restrictive line.  TROs could be applied for but there would be a substantial cost involved to the Parish.  Residents have been told if bays are marked with the number of the house this could restrict parking.  Mr. Walton stated the white lining at the village hall will be completed shortly so this will open up more parking bays there.
With the new term starting shortly Mr. Walton felt monitoring was needed and for parking to be revisited at the next meeting. 
Mr. Aket asked Cllr Mellen about the Social Services inspection and was told there had been interim staff, but now a permanent position is to be filled.  There had been problems with funding and the lack of Educational Psychologists.   
    •Report from District Councillors David Bradbury.  As Austin Davies has stood down there will be a bi-election on 24th September.
	











Agenda

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE the minutes of the meeting held on 5th August 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr.Lenko proposed, Prof. Jaggard seconded, with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	COOPTION - To consider cooption to the vacant post - ongoing
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Bus service update – ongoing.  It is believed the service is being well used.                                                                                
	

	
	7.2 St Andrews’s flower festival.  Mr. Aket confirmed that his wife had agreed to make an arrangement on behalf of the Council.  The Council will meet expenses, with a possible budget of £50.
	

	
	7.3 Rights of Way application, Ixworth Road.  The Clerk informed that she had to complete schedule 7 and 9 again as Anglian Water own part of the lane.                                            
	

	
	7.4 Sign at top of Thurston Road.  Highways stated that as this is an information sign they do not have funding available to reinstate it.                                                               
	

	
	7.5 TROs - see discussion with Cllr Mellen - Item 4    
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/24/03604
Orchard House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Proposal: Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission 0934/09 dated 03/07/2009 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of a single storey extension and change of use of domestic outbuildings to self-contained B&B and ancillary domestic accommodation. To remove Condition 5 (Restriction on Occupancy) and Condition 6 (Restriction on time Occupied) - in order to allow changes to restriction so property can be sold and conditions no longer be complied with.  Mrs. Hill left the meeting prior to discussion.
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR RESERVED MATTERS - DC/24/03493
Land West Of Suffolk House (Plot 5), Ixworth Road, Norton  
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to Plot 5 only.  
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/24/03531
Pine Trees, Ashfield Road, Norton 
Application for Planning Permission - Proposed Cartlodge.  Extension to side of garage currently under construction (DC/21/00181) and repositioning of north-west red line boundary. 
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.4 APPROVED 
Swift Cottage, Woolpit Road, Norton -DC/24/02824
Erection of detached double garage with home office above.
	

	
	8.5 STREET NAMING
New development at Land West of Ixworth Road, Norton.  The site will likely be named PACKWAY GARDENS. 
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
 On-line  Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                               LGA1972 s112
               Street Cleaner £86.40                                                                                                 LGA1972 s112
               Tenhats, September Messenger, £363.00                                   LGA1972 s142    
               Vertas, 2 hedge cutS, £540.00                                       Public Health Act 1875 s164
     MS Oakes, stage payment, £106,237.81 Santander chq 522570          LGA 1972 s133   
     HMRC £ 125.60 Santander chq 522569                                               LGA1972 s112
	

	
	9.2 To further consider Memorial Bench request – no update
	

	
	9.3 To receive Santander and Lloyds R&P with bank reconciliations and PC/village hall statement. Councillors RESOLVED to accept.
	

	
	9.4 To confirm receipt of VH/CIL £19060.33 
	

	
	9.5 To confirm Loan repayment on 12.08.2024 of £2967.13
	

	
	9.6 To receive and adopt New Model Financial Regulations.  Following updates, the Councillors RESOLVED to accept and adopt.
	

	
	9.7 To confirm submission and receipt of 4-month VAT return for £56934.86. 
	

	
	9.8 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard - ongoing
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update on Speedwatch – Sessions are still being carried out but fewer at the moment due to the summer period.
	

	
	10.2 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding – gating.  Mr. Lenko read out the reply from Highways who stated the process has changed and Parish Councils can apply directly to the licensing team for permission to site gateways within the Highway.  This also applied to planters, benches, reflective bollards and light regulated signs. The License will cost £150 which covers the entire parish.  The works are limited to verges, footways and green spaces, not work on the carriageway.  Sites must be 1.8m clearance from the carriageway.  Mr. Lenko requested permission to apply for the License in the first instance and then revisit the work being considered.  Councillors RESOLVED to initially obtain a Licence and then discuss further.
	


Mr.Lenko

	
	10.3 Update on small solar SID located in Heath Road.  Post awaited to be installed by SCC on 18th October.                              
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 Update on progress.  The old part of the hall has now been handed back for use. The floor has had a temporary repair but full repair is still under discussion.  Car park white lining is being done, with discussion on any damage within the compound to be redone.  There should have been a key light policy but upon handover there were 9 separate keys.  Door restrictors are being looked at again. The new air-conditioning will be commissioned today. Suitable hand basins appear to be a problem.  The need for a steel cabinet for the Lithium batteries is under discussion with the Hall insurance company. Coffee Shop lease is still under discussion.  Mr. Walton stated there would be an open day for supporters and parishioners when the project is fully complete. 
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  A wasps’ nest on the mound has been dealt with and appears to be all clear. The steps on the mound are rotten so some will need replacing. Some of the posts at the top of the mound have been removed as they were in a dangerous state.  Some adults reported being unable to use the adult equipment as it was being used by children.  The Council felt it was important for the equipment to be used whether by adults or children.
	

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road – all appears OK
	

	
	12.3 Play Area inspections January 2025.  The Council agreed to join the MSDC scheme for inspection of both play areas in January 2025.
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 Suffolk Police and Crime Panel 2023/24 Annual Report - noted
	

	
	13.2 Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Part 2 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Consultation and Proposed Approach to the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment Consult - noted
	

	14.
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Lenko reported on the recent passing of Mr. Taylor who had been a key figure in the Church and village.  As he had a lot of input into the Hall and its refurbishment it is likely part of the building will be named after him.
	

	
	14.2 Mr. Lenko questioned whether the Council needs to meet in August.  The Clerk stated planning issues required a meeting.  This will be reviewed.
	

	
	14.3 Wildflower Planting Scheme. Mr.Winstanley stated he is still in contact with Richard Parmee and planning to re-do the area at the edge of the playing field in October.  He enquired about use of a rotavator to prepare the area.  Mr. Walton suggested he may be able to help with clearing.  The Clerk will inform Mr. Winstanley.
	
Clerk

	15.
	To confirm date of next meeting:  7th October 2024  
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.42
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