NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5TH AUGUST 2024

PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley, 
Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                                          LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                             One member of the public
                             District Councillor D. Bradbury.
APOLOGIES:    Mr. J. Morgan
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register 
                             District Councillor A. Davies.
                             County Councillor A. Mellen
	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance
[bookmark: _GoBack]Miss D. Smith addressed the Council about the problems of parking in School Close.  She stated parents are parking in the bays, including the disabled and ambulance bay, and when asked to move are abusive.  Consequently, residents cannot get in or out, Council repair vans can’t park, carers for residents can’t park and recently an ambulance could not park.  The cars block the buses from leaving which causes further disruption.  She stated the school has been approached but despite parents being asked not to park there, nothing has happened.  She stated that as from September residents will be blocking the bays with wheelie bins etc. to stop parking.  She has approached the police and traffic authority who state they need the Parish Council to request a TRO before they can fine anyone from parking there.  Councillors agreed to seek more advice about a TRO.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Concern expressed about the height of the rebuild of The Old Forge, as it appeared higher than the original and higher than the granted permission.  The Council agreed to seek further advice from Mid Suffolk. 
Mr. Sadler stated he had witnessed local residents dropping rubbish, and he asked for the Council’s help to tackle this.  In the first instance the Councillors agreed to put an article in the Messenger.
	











Clerk



Clerk


Clerk

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information 
    •Report from District Councillors Davies and Bradbury – noted.
Mr. Walton enquired about the problems at Fishwick Corner.  Cllr Bradbury stated Thurston PC are requesting painted lines, and emergency traffic lights.  
Cllr Bradbury confirmed car charging points will be covered by permitted development.  
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Bolus seconded, with all in agreement
	

	6.
	COOPTION
	

	
	6.1 To consider cooption to the vacant post – no update
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 1st July 2024
	

	
	7.1 Bus service update.  There are now two bus services in Norton.  Mr. Walton asked about the number of people using the bus. Mr. Winstanley agreed to enquire.                                                                                   
	Mr.
Winstanley

	
	7.2 Village Hall entrance noticeboard glass door.  Mr. Walton reported this has been fixed and replaced.                                       
	

	
	7.3 Rights of Way application, Ixworth Road.  The Clerk had received letters enquiring why this was being considered as it appeared to be a dead end.  Councillors felt it may have linked to the Packway path.  Prof. Jaggard will ask Mr. Burt to check the old village maps.                    
	Prof. Jaggard

	
	7.4 Land Registry.  The Clerk reported this has successfully been completed.                                                    
	

	
	7.5 Sign at top of Thurston Road - The Clerk stated the sign has been reported.                                                              
	Clerk

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) 
Plot 7 (Phase 1), Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/24/03347
Proposal: Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/24/02272 dated 11/07/2024 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative design, materials and finishes for Plot 7 (phase 1) 
The Council expressed concern that this application will not attract a CIL payment to benefit the locality and requested assurance that this application still fulfils the criteria as a self build project.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) -
Land West Of, Ixworth Road (Plot 4), Norton DC/24/03346
Proposal: Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation if a Condition following grant of DC/23/02935 dated 24/08/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 4No dwellings and garages. To vary Condition 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) as per revised plans.  
The Council expressed concern that this application will not attract a CIL payment to benefit the locality and requested assurance that this application still fulfils the criteria as a self build project.
	

	
	8.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) -
Land West Of, Ixworth Road (Plot 3), Norton, DC/24/03345
Proposal: Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of DC/23/02935 dated 24/08/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) -Erection of 4no. dwellings with garages. To vary Condition Number 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) as per revised plans.
The Council expressed concern that this application will not attract a CIL payment to benefit the locality and requested assurance that this application still fulfils the criteria as a self build project.
	

	
	8.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) -
Plot 8 (Phase 2), Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton  DC/24/03348
Proposal: Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/24/02272 dated 11/07/2024 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative design, materials and finishes for Plot 8 (Phase 2) 
The Council expressed concern that this application will not attract a CIL payment to benefit the locality and requested assurance that this application still fulfils the criteria as a self build project.
	

	
	8.5 GRANTED 
Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton, DC/24/02272
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/23/00178 dated 10/03/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended )- Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative designs of dwellings for plots 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the development. 
	

	
	8.6 GRANTED
7 Ixworth Road, Norton, DC/24/02434
Householder Application - Erection of first floor and single storey rear extensions.
	

	
	8.7 APPROVED - DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
Manor Lodge, Ashfield Road, Norton DC/24/02903
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/03741 - Condition 5 (Agreement of Materials) 
	

	
	8.8 STREET NAMING
New development at Land West of Ixworth Road, Norton. The Council suggested as a preferred name Dove House Drive or second choice Packway Rise.  
	

	
	8.9 STREET NAMING
Mid Suffolk confirmed the contractor had agreed the name of land at the rear of Salvation Army Hall as SWEET HILL DRIVE.
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL
	

	
	9.1 To approve the following accounts awaiting payment:   
On-line Clerk’s salary £416.00 and Clerk’s expenses £155.31                   LGA1972 s112
              Street Cleaner £40.80                                                                                                      LGA 1972 s112                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
              Tenhats, August Messenger, £363.00                                            LGA1972 s142    
              SALC, internal audit, £806.40                                                       LGA1972 s112
     MS Oakes, stage payment, £68936.47 Santander chq 522564              LGA 1972 s133   
     HMRC £114.20  Santander chq 522566                                                LGA1972 s112
     Mr. R. Lenko, Glue for trampoline tiles, £23.67 Santander chq522567  
                                                                                                                                                          Public Health Act 1875 s164
     ICO, £40 Santander chq 522567                                                                 GDPR
	

	
	9.2 To further consider Memorial Bench request. – ongoing.  Costing awaited.
	

	
	9.3 To receive Budget statement, R&P statements with bank reconciliations and PC/village hall statement. Councillors RESOLVED to accept all.
	

	
	9.4 To receive Internal Audit report which had been forwarded to Councillors. Items noted for improvement/amendment.
	

	
	9.5 To receive and review New Model Financial Regulations. Councillors talked through the various sections. Revision will be circulated for approval in September. 
	
Clerk

	
	9.7 To confirm receipt of MSDC VH CIL payment of £6675.86 - noted
	

	
	9.8 To confirm loan repayment on 12/08/24 of £2967.13 (original £100,000 claim)
	

	
	9.9 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard - ongoing
	

	10.
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update on Speedwatch – Mrs. Hill informed that the group needed to change the way they worked.  Mr. Stone has contacted SCC and the police to seek agreement.  The group has new hi-vis jackets. The ANPR camera had been taken away but as it was to be repositioned on a different pole it was returned and reinstalled.
	

	
	10.2 Reply from Stowlangtoft Clerk.  Stowlangtoft stated it would be better to continue 30mph using the DFT guidance and fully supported the reduction in speed.  Councillors RESOLVED to ask for a continuation of 30mph.
	Clerk

	
	10.3 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding – gating.  Mr. Lenko will investigate.                          
	Mr. Lenko

	
	10.4 Update on small solar SID located in Heath Road. Mr. Lenko stated he has the SID, but is currently awaiting the pole to be positioned by SCC.                               
	Mr. Lenko

	
	10.5 Mr. Winstanley enquired whether crossing the A1088 was still an issue as the road is closed.  With the school currently closed this will be reviewed in September.
	

	11.
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 Update on progress.  The latest completion date is 13th August but this is unlikely to happen. The slow progress has been escalated to the M.D. of Oakes, as most of the dates for task completion have been missed.  The parque floor appears to have suffered due to damp, but no advice had been sought on how to protect it. A floor specialist has inspected and can repair but the price needed to be approved by Oakes.  The Fire Alarms are being wired, but solar panels are not yet connected. New extinguishers will be required.  There will be a call for volunteers to help refit the hall with shelves, noticeboards etc. when Oakes are finished.
	

	
	11.2 Lottery application. Mr. Walton confirmed a successful grant of £70,000.
	

	12.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  The trampoline tiles have been repaired.  A new sleeve is required for the Zip wire – Mr. Lenko will investigate.  The wooden blockade at the top of the slide is rotten and becoming unsafe.  Mr. Lenko stated to replace with soft wood would be £2970, oak £3330, and plastic £4830.  The Councillors RESOLVED to replace with oak. 
	


Mr.Lenko

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  The basketball net is up and the swings painted.  Mr. Walton will investigate the cost of a replacement small sign. 
	Mr. Walton

	
	12.3 Footpath around playing field.  Mr. Mathieson could cut back with tractor hedge cutter for £100-150 before the school returns.  Councillors RESOLVED to undertake.
	 Mr. Walton

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 July Newsletter - A14 Haughley to Tothill reconstruction scheme - noted
	

	
	13.2 St Andrews’s flower festival on 14/15 September. Mr. Aket agreed to ask his wife if she would undertake an arrangement for the Council. 
	Mr. Aket

	
	13.3 Richard Parmee, MSDC – call for land summit event 5th September at Stowmarket.  No one was able to attend.  Mr. Walton commented that the area planted last year shows little evidence of survival.  He felt that if redone the plants will need canes and spirals to indicate their presence to aid survival.
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Aket enquired about the footpath leaflet.  Mrs. Hill agreed to bring a supply to the next meeting.
	Mrs. Hill

	15
	To confirm date of next meeting:  2nd September 2024  
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.13
	



2nd September 2024                                      330 /24                  signed…………………………………………


