

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD MARCH 2025
PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley 
Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                                LGA 1972 s12 para 40                                                                                                      
                             District Councillor H. Richardson
                             
APOLOGIES:       Mr. J. Morgan,
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                             District Councillor D. Bradbury
                              County Councillor A. Mellen

	1.
	Welcome given to all present
	

	2.
	a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations -none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Mr.Moland stated other villages having decorated their war memorials and wondered if Norton had considered this for our memorial.  He also felt the memorial could do with a clean.  It would need to be done by a specialist firm to protect the wording.  Councillors felt advise and quotes should be sought.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen – noted
Mr.Bolus commented on the Active Travel Fund Award of £3.7m to encourage various schemes and whether this could be accessed for traffic calming and crossing points.
     •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury
Mr. Lenko asked asked about local government reform.  Cllr Richardson stated plans were requested by 21st March which was a tight timescale, so Consultants were used to produce the plan, final plans requested by September. The new Authority would become established in 2028. 
Cllr Richardson confirmed Norton PC has been added to the list of consultees for the land development at Elmswell (see last month’s minutes). 
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2025 are a true and correct record. Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Lenko seconded, all in agreement.
	

	6.
	COOPTION - To consider cooption to the vacant post -ongoing
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Parish Tree and Wildflower planting scheme – Still ongoing                                                             
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	7.2 UKPN update – Following the £6000 fee stated by FIT to site the substation near the recycling bins, discussions had taken place between the various parties. Mr. Walton stated that UKPN has offered two options a) if the lease fee is dropped each year they will pay the £6000, or b) they will resite it on the grass verge owned by Highways, which could accommodate a smaller transformer but this would not give the system a robust future.   Mr. Walton stated he had found FIT to be unhelpful and not in a mind to drop the £6000 fee.  He had spoken to Richard Spooner who wishes to see all the emails.  The Council felt the bigger transformer would benefit the village, hall and pre-school                                                                                                         
	


Mr. Walton

	
	7.3 Low Road, Tostock.  Mr. Aket stated he had written to Tostock PC and their Chair as a private individual and received replies.  Details of the problem is logged on the Highways website.  He was concerned about the state of the area to the left which is overgrown and flooded, and needs to be cleared.  Mr. Walton stated that unfortunately the water has nowhere to go even if the area was cleared. The SWT own some of the land and want to create a wetland.                                                                                                      
	

	
	7.4 New Electricity Poles – Cllr Richardson had forwarded the reply received from Planning.  Mr. Walton confirmed that the poles have now been cancelled and cabling is being put underground.
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/00480
2 Prospect Road, Norton, Erection of a single storey rear extension  
The Council had no objection.
	

	
	8.2 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) DC/25/00325
Land South West of Rose Cottage, Ashfield Road, Norton
Discharge of Conditions for DC/20/03255 - Conditions 7 (Archaeology) and 8
(Archaeology)
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
      Clerk’s salary and expenses £416.00 + £129.14 = £545.14             LGA1972 s112
     SALC training Courses £127.50                                                        LGA1972 s112
     Norton Baptist Chapel, Hall Hire, £180.00                                       LGA1972 s133
     HM Signs, (No vehicles) £39.80                                                       LGA1972 s133
     HMRC £104.00  Santander chq no 522587                                      LGA1972 s112
	

	
	9.2 The Clerk confirmed repayment of Loan on 09/02/25 for £2967.13
	

	
	9.3. The Clerk confirmed receipt of grant for Neighbourhood Plan £4123.00
	

	
	9.4 Review of Internal Control Statement for year end March 2026. The Council RESOLVED TO ACCEPT as being fit for purpose.
	

	
	9.5 The Clerk confirmed submission of recycling claim (Aug 24 – Jan 25) £500.33
	

	
	9.6 Water to Allotments and access track. Mr. Walton commented on the boreholes being inadequate. One pump was not working as it was clogged, but has now been cleaned and working better.  Hand pumps may not be adequate for a larger borehole, but using a submersible pump would require power.  He wondered if mains water should be investigated again, and the bill for the year could then be divided between the holders.  The Clerk will take this to the Charity Trustees for discussion.  Mr. Walton stated the access track is deeply rutted so he has obtained a price from Ticehurst Gravel for 4 ton delivered crushed concrete £155 and he offered to lay along the track and consolidate it down.  This offer will be taken to the Trustees.                                                                              
	



Mr. Walton

Clerk

	10
	REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS, POLICIES, PROTOCOLS:
	

	
	10.1 Dispensation Policy, Environmental Statement, Equality and Diversity Policy, General Privacy Notice, Health and Safety Policy, Protocol for Public Participation in Council Meetings, Social Medial Protocol, Internet Banking Policy.  Councillors RESOLVED to approve and accept all.
	

	
	10.2 CCTV Policy will need rewording due to the village hall upgrade.
	Mr.Walton & Prof Jaggard.

	11.
	DEVOLUTION
	

	
	11.1 SALC devolution updates emailed to all Councillors.
	

	12
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	12.1 Update on Speedwatch.  ANPR confirmation for later this month.
	

	
	12.2 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding.  Mr. Lenko stated there are a range of possible gating but the better quality is expensive.  He felt it would be around £5000 for two pairs of good quality plastic gates, with no signs on them. Mr.Walton felt on an A road they needed to be impressive, with perhaps an arched top and village name.  Mr. Aket enquired about applying for locality budget.  It was agreed that good quality gates are required so Mr Lenko will investigate further.                               
	

	13
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	13.1 Update on additional items required – no update.  The contract for the coffee shop has been signed, but the kitchen still needs to be fitted out.  The final invoice is awaited from Oakes. Bookings are up.  There has been disappointment with the solar gain but the weather has been poor. The recent fire inspection came back as 5* report.
	

	14
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	14.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall - all OK
	

	
	14.2 Play area in Prospect Road – equipment OK. A small sign has been obtained.                                    
	

	15
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	15.2 The Clerk reminded about the Open Meeting 13th March 7-9pm Village Hall. Mr. Poole dropped of notification leaflets which have been put in the March edition of the Messenger.  Information boards will be delivered at 6pm.
	

	16
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	16.1 Litter pick.  The Clerk enquired about arranging a village litter pick.  This will be considered at a later date.
	

	
	16.2 SWT magazine- noted
	

	17
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	17.1 Mr. Walton commented on the area around the bins being untidy and requiring a work party to clear up.
	

	
	17.2  Mr. Walton felt the floor of the new bench will require paving.
	

	
	17.3 The DC had sent information about fruit trees available from District Council
	

	18
	To confirm the date of next meeting: 7th April 2025  
Annual Parish Meeting – 28th April 2025 7.30pm
	

	19
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.38
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