

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7TH SEPTEMBER 2026
PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. J. Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen. Mr. G. Walton,  Mrs. J. Rowland 
                                                                                                                            (Clerk) LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                            3 members of the public                            	
                            District Councillor H. Richardson 
                            County Councillor J. Patchett.                        
APOLOGIES:   Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Morgan,	
                            The Council consented to accept the apologies and reasons given. 
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.                        
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.
	

	2.
	The Chair informed the meeting of the resignation of Mr. Winstanley. Mid Suffolk had been informed and the adverts placed on the web and on noticeboards.
	

	3.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
d) To receive dispensation policy for approval - none
	

	4.
	PUBLIC FORUM
	

	
	· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
	

	
	· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Verge at The Horseshoes.  Cllr Richardson stated Mid Suffolk declared this was not their land, likewise Highways had declined ownership.  He has therefore spoken to Flagship housing and awaiting their reply.
	Cllr Richardson

	
	Emergency strategy to unforeseen occurrence. Mr. Walton stated he had been asked if the Council had an emergency plan particularly regarding the problems with the recent hot weather.  Cllr Patchett stated there are emergency planners at Mid Suffolk who can advise and give a presentation if required.  They are asking all villages and hamlets to have an emergency plan and there are templates which can be used.  They are advising to team up with other parishes, eg Stowlangtoft or Elmswell.  The plan would be a blue print of action and who to contact.           
	

Agenda

	
	Newly formed Footpath Walkers.  Mrs. Smart outlined the proposed working of the informal group.  They plan to plot paths, walk 2 a month and report any problems, ie signs missing.  The group shared the desire to have it as a community social event, while helping to keep all footpaths open by regular walking.  She felt it would be an idea to publish a walk in the Messenger each month.  The Council fully supported this concept and agreed to help with any equipment required eg litter pickers, black bags.
	

	
	Buses.  Mrs. Taylor had expressed her concern about the lack of a bus service.
	

	5.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
	

	
	Report from County Councillor James Patchett. The written report was taken as read.
The Clerk commented on the number of closures in Ashfield Road due to water leaks and power connections, stating some of the road repairs are poor.
	

	
	Report from District Councillor Harry Richardson.  The written report was taken as read. Cllr Richardson confirmed his completed form in support of the NP.   LGR – He stated Central Government had stated withdrawal of the proposals for some areas, including Suffolk, while pausing other areas.  Elections will still take place next year for Parish and District Councils.  Cllr Richardson stated the new County Council has published a vision document.
	

	6.
	MINUTES
	

	
	6.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meetings held on 6th July 2026 as true and correct.  Prof Jaggard proposed, Mr. Lenko seconded.
It was resolved to approve the minutes as previously circulated and to give consent for the Chair to sign the minutes after the meeting as a true and accurate record of the proceedings that took place
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 UKPN. The Clerk reported on the latest update regarding the lease.  The lease had had to be returned to the Hall solicitor to make minor amendments with additional clauses.  Upon receipt by Birketts, via the UKPN solicitor, it was noted that the OCC provision had not been included in the lease and the party details were not correct so it had been returned to UKPN who were dealing with the Hall solicitor.  UKPN received it back from the Hall solicitor but then queried with Birketts which clauses needed to be changed as only the limitation of liability clause had been changed. UKPN queried whether clauses about recitals, covenants etc. were the ones Birketts were referring to. However, funding was raised between Birketts and UKPN due to the complexity of the lease and parties involved.  Once UKPN agree to further funding undertaking to cover the remaining fees up to completion, Birketts will liaise with UKPN on the various provision needed to be included (expected for the hall solicitor to deal with).
	


Clerk

	
	7.2 Bus Service update. The Clerk outlined her discussion with Turners regarding their provision of a minibus on a Wednesday.  It will cost £40 each way and would need commitment of use.  Councillors felt if users paid £5 return the Council would agree to subsidise the remaining cost. There would need to be 6-8 passengers using the bus.  Mrs. Hill agreed to speak with residents who may use the service.  The Council resolved to set up a 3 month trial.                                                                                        
	

	
	7.3 Cooption to vacancy on Council.  The Clerk stated she is awaiting an update from Mid Suffolk to allow the Council to coopt.  Mr. Walton stated he knew of someone willing to stand for cooption.                                                                     
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR RESERVED MATTERS - DC/26/03470
Land West Of Ixworth Road, Norton  
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters (Appearance, Landscaping, Layout, and Scale) in part pursuant to Outline Planning Permission DC/25/02900 (Erection of 2 dwellings) - Erection of 1no. dwelling on Plot 11. 
The Council had no comment to submit
	

	
	8.2APPLICATION FOR RESERVED MATTERS - DC/26/03471
Land At Stanton Street, Ixworth Road, Norton  
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters (Appearance, Landscaping, Layout, and Scale) in part pursuant to Outline Planning Permission DC/24/03919 (Erection of 5no.self-build dwellings and garages) - Erection of 1no. self-build dwelling and garage on Plot 13 (Phase 2)   The Council had no comment to submit
	

	
	8.3 GRANTED - APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION-DC/26/02692
1 Woods Pightle, Norton,  Erection of an attached cartlodge  
	

	
	8.4 GRANTED APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS TO TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - DC/26/02505
Rookery House, The Street, Norton
Application for works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order WS159/T2 -Reduce overhanging branches of beech tree to previous pruning points of around 3.5-4.5 metres. Lightly thin larger limb over the garden, provide 2.5m clearance of garage roof and a 4.5m crown lift in the rear garden section
	

	
	8.5 GRANTED PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/26/02806
Land At Norton Rise, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 3 (Approved Illustrative Plans and Documents) of Planning Permission DC/24/03919 dated: 08/05/2026 - Erection of 5no. self build dwellings and garages.
	

	
	8.6 GRANTED  DC/26/01819
Land West Of Suffolk House (Phase 2 Plot 1 - Now Known As Plot 10), Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/23/03760 Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 8No custom build/self-build dwellings - Solely relating to Phase 2 Plot 1 now known as Plot 10
	

	
	8.7 APPROVED - DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) DC/26/02277
Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton,  Norton Meadows - Phase 2
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/03760 - Conditions 7 (Internal Estate Roads and Footpaths), 9 (Footway Provision), 10 (EV Charging and Cycle Parking), 11 (Refuse and Recycling Bins), 12 (Bus Stop Upgrading), 13 (Highways Licence),15 (Construction Management Plan), 16 (Fire Hydrants), 18 (Precautionary Method Statement), 19 (Construction Environmental Management Plan), 20 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout), 21 (Landscape and Ecological Management Plan) and 22 (Wildlife Sensitive Design Scheme)  
	

	
	8.8 APPROVED - DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)  DC/26/03226
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/26/00581 -Conditions 2 (External
Materials) and 3 (Hard and Soft Landscaping)  
	

	
	8.9 REFUSED - DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) DC/26/02279
Land Fronting, Hawes Lane, Norton,  
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/00562 - Conditions 6 (Archaeological Investigation ), 7 (Post Investigation Report), 10 (Estate Roads), 12 (Surface Water), 13 (Parking and EVCP), 14 (Cycle Storage), 15 (Refuse and Recycling Provision), 16 (Construction Management Plan), 18 (Precautionary Method Statement), 
19 (Construction Environmental Management Plan), 20 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout), 21 (Landscape and Ecological Managemet Plan) and 22 (Wildlife Sensitive Design Scheme )  
	

	
	8.10 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton,  DC/26/02002
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/01941 - 5 (Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation), 6 (Site investigation and post investigation assessment), 9(Access Surfacing), 10 (Footway Crossing), 12 (Surface Water), 15 (Demolition and Construction Management Plan),17 (Biodiversity Mitigation method Statement), 18(Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy), 19 (Lighting design scheme for biodiversity) and 20 (Community Infrastructure Levy Phasing Plan)  
	

	
	8.11 Cllr Patchett commented on changes to planning, ie significantly harder to call items into committee, plus harder for Councillors to call items into committee.
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1To approve the accounts paid on 3.8.36
             Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                    LGA1972 s112
             Messenger, August £374.00                                                            LGA1972 s112
             BT – vhall wifi £39.54                                                                    LGA 1972 s133
It was resolved to retrospectively approve the payments made outside the cancelled meeting of 3rd August 2026.
 To approve:
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                           LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, September, £315.00                                                             LGA1972 s112
     BT -wifi £39.54                                                                                      LGA 1972 s133
     Goodlife landscapes, hedge cutting £252.00                             Public Health Act 1875 s164
     SCC bin emptying £741.60 (7 dog, 5 litter)                                      Litter Act 1983, ss5,6
     Control Solutions Pest Control (Street Warden), £381.30                       LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £420.90  cheque no 522628                                                         LGA1972 s112
The items awaiting payment were verified with explanation if required. 
It was resolved to approve these payments.
     Transfer of funds from Santander to Lloyds £17500 cheque 522629
It was resolved to accept approval of transfer of funds between council’s bank accounts to maximise interest and for payment by BACS.
	

	
	9.2 The Clerk confirmed loan repayments - 9.7.26 of £11230.78 and 10.8.26 of £2967.13
	

	
	9.3 War Memorial. The quote to refurbish and clean the memorial was £1375 + VAT. The lettering appeared sound but if repainting is required would incur £450 + VAT. The meeting agreed the bollards and chains did not require painting.  The meeting resolved to accept the quote to refurbish and for the lettering to be painted if required.                                                               War Memorials (Local Authorities Powers) Act 1923 s1
	
Clerk

	
	9.4 To consider cleaning of Village sign. It was agreed to ask Mr. Aket if the previous person could do the work.                                                                     
	Clerk

	
	9.5 The Clerk confirmed receipt of Street cleaning grant £1652.30
	

	
	9.6 The Council reconfirmed continued use of BACS for the settlement of invoices, provided authorisation is provided by two bank signatories.  The meeting resolved to confirm its acceptance of the use of BACS for the settlement of its invoices and resolved that the policy was acceptable practice.
	

	
	9.7 To receive Receipts and Payments statements for Lloyds and Santander with reconciliation of accounts. The meeting received and approved the accounts with explanation from the Clerk as requested.
	

	
	9.8 To receive budget statement to September 2026.  The meeting received and approved the current budget balances with explanation where required.
	

	
	9.9 To receive list of payments over £500.  The meeting received and approved the list of payments over £500 made during April 2026 – September 2026 
	

	
	9.10 To review effectiveness of internal audit.  The internal auditor had carried out tests on areas of risk and checked for evidence that the council is complying with policies and procedures.  The Internal audit had focused on areas of risk including internal controls that are in place and covered checks on financial and accounting systems and ensured transparency.  The meeting agreed the internal auditor was competent and independent so able to provide objective assurance. The meeting agreed the internal control systems were adequate and fit for purpose. 
	


	
	9.11 To receive Action Plan from internal auditor report. The meeting received the action plan with explanation of requirements and authorized the clerk to work through these and report on progress.
	Clerk

	
	9.12 Second part of Precept £28500.00.  The meeting noted receipt.
	

	
	9.13 Information from insurance company about inspection survey of trees resulting from the hot dry weather.  As all the trees had had extensive work in the last year, it was felt sufficient inspection had been carried out.
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Report received from speedwatch coordinator and circulated to Councillors. Explanation of information given by Coordinator.  There are currently 10 volunteers who had been out three times a week during the summer.  Any SID in the line of sight where they stand has to be covered. ANPR stats received.  He felt speeding both ways on Woolpit Road was a concern.  Lorries tend not to speed through the village, but lorry-watch could possibly be undertaken.
	

	
	10.2 A1088 speed reduction between Stowlangtoft and Norton. The cost for Highways to set up a 40mph limit between villages will cost around £17500.  Cllr Patchett agreed to use his Highways budget to fund 50% of this cost.  Council felt that the speed limit would benefit both Stowlangtoft and Norton, and asked the Clerk to seek Stowlangtoft Council views on sharing the remaining cost.
	

Clerk

	
	10.3 Cllr Patchett stated that MSDC has a Highways engineer who could design a highways structure with no charge for this work. He will ask if a crossing could be designed for Norton so there is one ready for use when needed and funding available.
	

	11.
	CODE OF CONDUCT FACT SHEEETS – UPDATE
	

	
	11.1 The following were presented to the Council:
Public participation, Declaration of Interest, Apologies for absence, Dispensations, Data breaches, Complaints Policy, Financial Regs. Model Standing orders.  Council reviewed the fact sheets, Regs and Policies and authorized all for adoption.
	

	12.
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION – see item 5 – District Councillor report.
	

	13.
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	13.1 Prof. Jaggard commented the café tenant had given notice and another person is being sought.
	

	14.
	PLAY AREAS  
14.1 Playing field.  The zip wire had been repaired. Other equipment was satisfactory.
	

	
	14.2 Prospect Road play area - satisfactory
	

	15.
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN    
	

	
	15.1 Following application of Expression of Interest for grant funding, the Clerk had been informed by MSDC that the Council was unlikely to receive any funding, giving various reasons. The Clerk had replied to their statements and requested further consideration for grant funding.  Cllr Richardson had also completed his statement of support.  
	
Clerk

	
	15.2 Cllr Patchett commented on big changes, significantly certain words being taken out ie settlement “boundary” is now settlement.  This means villages with a main street scene and houses dotted around could be at risk. Because settlement boundaries are out of date with more building taking place, houses that are further out from what is perceived as Norton’s settlement boundary will be classed as Norton with all in between classed as Norton’s settlement thereby widening the available area.  He felt it was therefore very important for Norton to have a NP, as this will expose Norton. Parish Boundary and Settlement boundary should be looked at and houses built outside these areas. This will probably now become the settlement.  He also felt it important to obtain the number of proposed development for Norton and for the NP to highlight areas of preference. 
	


Clerk

	16.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	16.1 Suffolk Police and Crime Panel 2025/26 Annual Report - noted
	

	
	16.2 Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk - Impact Report 2025/26 - noted
	

	
	16.3 Army Engagement Event in Ipswich - Building Partnerships for the Future - 13th October. Mr. Walton expressed his interest to attend.
	

	
	16.4 Parish council feedback: Rural Connect evaluation – the Council were unaware.
	

	
	16.5 Parish council feedback: MS Taxi Bus evaluation – the Council were unaware.
	

	
	16.6 Mid Suffolk CAB – invitation to AGM, 23rd October 26 - noted
	

	
	16.7 Community Gym proposal - declined  
	

	
	16.8 Clerks & Councils Direct - noted
	

	17.
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	17.1 Prof Jaggard felt consideration should be given to speed bumps in places such as The Street or Heath Road.
	Agenda

	
	17.2 Mr.Walton stated he would like to revisit the production of a Welcome Pack.  Mr. Millen stated he would obtain a copy of Ixworth’s Pack to help with this project.
	Agenda

	18
	To confirm the date of next meeting 5th October 2026
	

	19
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.22 
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