

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th MAY 2024

PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley,
Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                                       LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               County Councillor A. Mellen
                               District Councillor D. Bradbury.
                               District Councillor A. Davies.
  APOLOGIES:    Mr. R. Lenko,  
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.   
                               
	1.
	Welcome to all and protocol reminder
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 -none 
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda.  Mrs. Hill stated she had been approached concerning Planning item 8.1 so took no part in that discussion.
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Memorial bench for Evie. Proposals had been circulated.  Health and Safety concerns expressed of finger/arm traps at the back of the seat.  Councillors commented on perhaps locating the bench in a corner position, or moving one of the other benches.  The Council are fully supportive and understand fundraising is happening.  The Council requested a cost of the bench and agreed to meet any shortfall following fundraising.  District Councillors felt there would be funding available from their locality budget.
Head Teacher concerning dead elm tree. Following an inspection of the trees the Head reported a dead elm on the Council side of the boundary.  The Clerk had spoken to James Gadd who had inspected and quoted £300 + VAT.  The Council agreed to the work being carried out and Gadd Brothers had stated they would attempt to do outside of school hours.  Councillors asked for the cut wood to be 4 foot lenths and stacked in the area as an ecopark.
Letter received from Mrs. Rogers concerning moles and footpaths the contents of which the Council noted.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Money is incoming from the Government (£10.9m) which will result in two new facilities for SEN – 126 new places for 3-16 year old with several learning difficulties and an alternative provision pre-school. Grant money is available for Suffolk Homes to improve energy. Resurfacing money has become available.  Prof. Jaggard commented on verges being a problem.  Mr. Aket enquired about the new appointment of Director of Child Services. Councillor Mellen is investigating signs warning “slow down children crossing”, as requested at last month’s meeting.
    •Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury. Due to the bi-election there was no meeting in April. Gateway 14 is progressing. Capital Grant schemes are available for up to £10,000.   Locality funding is available. Mr. Aket enquired about successes of the Green Party following a year in power.  Councillor Davies stated the cosy homes initiative has been successful.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 8th April 2024 and planning meeting on 15th April 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr. Aket proposed, Prof. Jaggard seconded with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	COOPTION – No update on cooption to the vacant post.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Bus service Questionnaire – Results.  35 responses received mostly asking for 9am into Bury for College, Hospital etc, with requests for buses during holidays and on a Wednesday and Saturday.  Mr. Winstanley will contact Stevensons, and it was also suggested asking Danns Coaches and Vertas about minibuses.                                                     
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	7.2 Street light update along Ixworth Road. Another site had been suggested but unfortunately the resident had rejected                                      
	Clerk

	
	7.3 Rights of Way application, Ixworth Road.  Prof. Jaggard took the necessary application papers to complete.                                             
	Prof. Jaggard

	
	7.4 Village Hall noticeboard – in progress.  Mr. Walton has spoken to Mr. Wise.                                                                   
	Mr.Walton

	
	7.5 Village Sign – cleaning.  Upon inspection it was felt this was not required yet.                                                                        
	

	
	7.6 UKPN update – Following earlier problems, UKPN has agreed the lease now needs to be reengaged and progressed. Birketts state Fields in Trust need to be informed to get their requirements for consent and deed of dedication. Norton Village Hall need to be party to the lease as it falls on the land leased to them                                                                                    
	Clerk

	
	7.7 Gov.uk update.  It is recommended by SALC but not mandatory, showing the Parish Council as a tier of government, but it can be expensive to set up.                                                                                    
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Barn at Haydens Farm (The Woodshed), Ashfield Road, Norton - DC/24/02070
Householder Application - Erection of single storey extension and replacement roof.
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.2 PERMISSION GRANTED
Aquarius, Ashfield Road, Norton,DC/24/01084
Erection of single storey side / rear extension, addition of solar panels
(following demolition of existing structure).
	

	
	8.3 DISCHARGE OF CONDITIONS 
Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton Proposal: Application for DC/23/01570 Condition 3 (Surface Water Discharge Prevention)  
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £416.00 and expenses £95.66                                           LGA1972 s112
     Clear Insurance £1546.57                                                                                LGA1972 s111
     Freshairfitness deposit £2400.00                                                                      Public Health Act 1875 s164
     Vertas £365.23                                                                           Public Health Act 1875 s164
     Vertas £332.03(paid on 24.4.24)                                               Public Health Act 1875 s164
     Tenhats, May Messenger, £395.00                                                           LGA1972 s142    
     Clerks & Councils subscription £15.50                                                    LGA1972 s112
     MS Oakes, stage payment  £82,012.54, Santander cheque 522557         LGA 1972 s133   
     HMRC £104.00, Santander cheque 522558                                              LGA1972 s112  
	

	
	9.2 To receive and approve AGAR 3 section 1 and 2.  The Clerk presented The Annual Governance Statement to Councillors, which was proposed by Mr. Aket, seconded by Mrs. Hill. The Council RESOLVED to approve. 
	

	
	9.3 The Clerk confirmed receipt of VH CIL £7600.31
	

	
	9.4 The Clerk confirmed receipt of CIL payment £16314.63
	

	
	9.5 To review Insurance cover for 24-25.  The Clerk had forwarded the insurance documents for review. Councillors RESOLVED to accept the insurance schedule as being sufficient coverage. 
	

	
	9.6 Donation request by SARS.  It was RESOLVED to use the allocated budget of £400 as a donation to SARS.
	

	
	9.7 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard.  First thoughts have been put together with properties of interest in the village.  The list will be distributed to Councillors for clarification. Rather than photographs they will be line drawings. A drone photographer in the village could be asked to take the photos. Mrs. Smart agreed to ask permission from the resident to photograph and use, and ask Mr. Burt for the history aspect. The title is in question at the moment.  Dr. Mason has maps to use and agreed to liaise with Barconwood about draft.
	

	
	9.8 The Clerk confirmed four June bookings for Planning Training.
	

	
	9.9 The Clerk had circulated the internal control statement to March 2025.  Councillors RESOLVED to accept and adopt. 
	

	
	9.10 The Clerk circulated a budget statement which was approved by the Council
	

	
	9.11 The Clerk stated Vertas carried out a first cut of the Play area hedge in March and would be adding it to their programme to cut in August.  
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update on Speedwatch.  The ANPR camera has now been returned and data collected is awaited.
	

	
	10.2 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding. Mr. Winstanley commented that a professional consultant could give a report to develop a strategy that would work, rather than the Council thinking of various items that might work, but a report would be costly. Suggestions made about gates at the roadside into the village, chicanes, speed bumps, road narrowing. With the additional development along Ixworth Road it was suggested trying again for 40mph between Stowlangtoft and Norton, and asking Stowlangtoft to apply as well. 
	


Clerk

	
	10.3 Update on small solar SID located in Heath Road.  Mr. Lenko stated the site had been accepted by SCC but there were more forms to complete.                  
	Mr.Lenko

	11
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1Update on progress. Anticipated completion is now July. Scaffolding still up due to more insulation going in above the low roof and high roof. Coffee shop interviews are in progress.  There has been an independent survey for the fire risk assessment. Mr. Aket enquired about a grand opening.  This is still under discussion.
	

	
	11.2 Update on correspondence with Birketts & Lottery   The first draft for registration required a plan which was purchased.  Market value was also required and Mr. Walton sourced this and the Clerk forwarded to Birketts.  The assurances for the final application for the Lottery grant have been made and a decision to finalise the £70,000 application should be made soon.  
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall - no problems to report.  The gates have been repaired.  The adult equipment has been ordered and will arrive soon.
	

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems to report
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 Mid Suffolk District Council Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Policy Consultation 23/04/2024 to 04/06/2024  - noted
	

	
	13.2 Clerks & Councils Direct and Suffolk View magazine – noted.
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Walton enquired about the street cleaner.  The Clerk reported he should be back this month after his health problems and hospital stay.
	

	
	14.2Mr. Winstanley stated he will contact Richard Parmee in the Autumn about the Playing field wild flower area.  Mr. Walton stated it was disappointing to see the planting that had taken place now overtaken by the cow parsley with the benches appearing to have disappeared amongst the parsley.  
	Mr. Winstanley.

	15
	To confirm the date of next meeting:  3rd June 2024  
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.16
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