NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th DECEMBER 2023

PRESENT:
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
                               Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. J. Morgan,  Mr. G. Walton, 
                               Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                      LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               District Councillor D. Bradbury
                               Four members of the public
APOLOGIES:  Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. N. Winstanley
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                           District Councillor A. Davies. 
                           County Councillor A. Mellen

	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder for Councillors to address the meeting through the Chair and not as individuals talking.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - None 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Mr Thomas commented on the signs in the village about Speedwatch and Community Watch which he felt didn’t welcome people to the village. Mr. Walton commented that the sign was drawn up by an ex road traffic policemen and a doctor to make  people aware of crime and speeding. Mr. Thomas felt the new sign on Prospect Road green asking vehicles not to park on the grass and not to let dogs foul the green by order of the Council was unwelcoming as it was the focal point when cars drove into Prospect Road. He asked for the sign to be removed or for it to be reworded. It was explained that the play area inspection of the area required a sign to be put up to showing it was the Parish Council responsible for the area and should say “by order of”. It was placed near a water hydrant marker to make it easier for the grass cutter. Mr. Thomas asked whether it could be smaller in size. The Council agreed to undertake a questionnaire to ascertain feeling of residents so the appropriate action could be undertaken.  
Mr. Riley commented on the poor street lighting along the path at the Village Hall.  The Clerk explained these lights were logged with SCC as not working properly but she would chase again with a view to having them upgraded.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Road crossing on A1088.  Email received from Mr. Mould stating the problems trying to cross the A1088 taking children to school.  Councillor Mellen was pursing the possibility of a road crossing patrol but was awaiting a reply from the School Crossing Control Manager.  Mr. Morgan asked about the possibility of a flashing sign warning of a 20mph limit.  Mr. Aket wondered if the Police would attend for half an hour each morning.  
	















Clerk

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen - noted
Councillor Mellen’s report stated that although the School Crossing Control Manager had carried out a survey for a road crossing person he was awaiting further information.
    •Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury – noted.  Councillor Bradbury commented that the Thurston CIL application for replacement windows would be unlikely to be approved. Councillor Bradbury agreed to forward the slides from his meeting on 20mph speed limit introduction.
	





Councillor
Bradbury

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1To note and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2023.  Mr. Morgan proposed, Mr. Bolus seconded, with all in agreement 
	 
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 UK Power Network update.  UKPN had agreed to fund the advertising.  This information has been passed on to the Solicitor, plus the plan of the underground drainage in the area.                                                               
	

	
	6.2 National Highways Road signage request.  Despite a request for 20 and 30mph signs as in other villages, National Highways replied that they do not consider Norton has excessive traffic due to the A14 works due to the distance away from the works, and rejected the request for additional signage.
	
Clerk

	
	6.3 Footpath walk leaflet update.  Mrs. Smart stated SCC has agreed to reprint the leaflets at their own expense. Mr. Walton felt the Council could retain the leaflets with the typing error and amend accordingly rather than dispose of.  Mrs. Smart asked the Council to delay payment until she had spoken to SCC.                                                                 
	

	
	6.4 Traffic Mirror opposite Hall entrance.  The Contractor has made donation to Pre-school and Village Hall for the use of the car park, and agreed to replace the traffic mirror when the new development road sign is received.                                                 
	

	
	6.5 Bus service update and recent meeting. Minutes of the meeting circulated.  The Council formally approved Mr.Winstanley as their representative at any future meeting and as project lead.                                                 
	

	
	6.6 Street Lights will be reported to SCC with a view to upgrade if they cannot be fixed.
	Clerk

	
	6.7 Road signs for repair – Mr. Walton agreed to send photos and location of signs that require repair for the Clerk to report on the Highways Portal.                                                                              
	Mr. Walton
Clerk

	
	6.8  Mr. Lenko stated the Little Green sign has been received and will be installed shortly and he will find out about the chevrons on the corner.
	

	
	6.9.Flooding in Ashfield Road, near Rookery Farm has been inspected but reported that work is unable to be undertaken.                                                                  
	

	
	6.10 Flooding on the A1088 at Fox and Goose corner. The Clerk will report this on the Portal.  Mr. Walton commented the pipe under the road at the flooded ditch takes water into the field and may be blocked.
	Clerk

	
	6.11 Flooding on the Tostock Road past the bridge.  The Clerk will report this on the portal, but Mr. Walton commented it may be the responsibility of SWT who manage the land nearly.
	Clerk

	
	6.11 The Clerk reported that the war memorial had been repaired, but was unsure who had carried out the work.
	Clerk

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/23/05511
1 Jubilee Close, Norton - Erection of single storey side extension.
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	7.2 APPROVED
3 Meadow Acre, Norton DC/23/0441
Retrospective planning permission for 1no detached Cart Lodge.
	

	
	7.3 APPROVED
2 Meadow Acre, Norton DC/23/04415
Retrospective planning permission for 1no detached Cart Lodge/Store
	

	
	7.4 APPROVED
Crab Apple House, 1 Meadow Acre, Norton, DC/23/04414
Retrospective planning permission for 1no detached Cart Lodge.
	

	
	7.5 APPLICATION FOR AGRICULTURAL DETERMINATION - DC/23/05461
Land at Street Farm, The Street, Stowlangtoft.
Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Excavations or
Deposits of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
(England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 6 - Creation of balanced cut
and fill irrigation reservoir.  
The Council had no comment to make as they did not feel this would affect Norton.
	

	
	7.6 NON-MATERIAL AMENDMENT
Pine Trees, Ashfield Road, Norton. Application for a Non-Material Amendment relating to DC/21/00181 - Change external windows and doors from semi-hardwood to UPVC, retaining the same colour, style and appearance. 
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment: 
    Payments via on line:  
     Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                                 LGA1972 s112
     TenHats, Messenger, December, £345.00                                                             LGA1972 s142    
     Harry Stebbins Workshop, NLG sign, £510.60                               Highways Act 1980 s274A 
     Gateway Building Control, Village Hall, £1080.00                 Local Government Act 1972 s133
     SCC invoice leaflet £410.00                                                                        LGA1972 s142    
     HMRC £104.00 – Santander cheque no 522543                                          LGA1972 s112 
     M. S. Oakes stage payment for village hall work £38,329.88 
          Santander cheque  522544                                                   Local Government Act 1972 s133
     Citizens Advice  Mid Suffolk  £100, Santander cheque no 522545                   LGA1972 s137
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed settlement of claim for £1227 net of the £125 excess for damage to the War Memorial
	

	
	8.3 To receive budget statement  - received and noted.
The Council received the suggested virements to loan repayment to ease the burden on the precept over the next year, and the virement to administration.  The Council RESOLVED to accept the virements as put forward.
	

	
	8.4 To consider Coronation noticeboard.  The sign in Elmswell was made by Barconwood on Woolpit Business Park.  The Clerk will contact Barconwood and ask if they could provide something like this for Norton and for a quote.
	Clerk

	
	8.5 To receive quote for flagpoles. Mr. Walton provided two examples of 25’ telescopic poles with kit.  The Council RESOLVED to order two for the Village Hall.
	Clerk

	
	8.6 To consider improvements to the ditch adjoining pre-school. Mr. Walton stated that the ditch running between the pre-school and car park is blocked.  This has caused problems for the village Hall as some of the roof water was to flow into the ditch with new drains.  As it doesn’t flow, another soakaway has had to be built.  He felt that at some point this will need to be rectified, possibly with a pipe into the storm drain in the car park.  He agreed to investigate further and obtain a quote to sort the problem. 
	
Mr. Walton

	
	8.7 Update and request for donation from Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk.  The Council RESOLVED to donate £100.
	

	
	8.8 To consider request for donation Headway, Suffolk.  The Council declined a donation.
	

	
	8.9 The Clerk stated that as the street light in School Close was not working, it had been reported to SCC. The lantern is obsolete and beyond repair so an upgrade is recommended to LED, £442.21 + VAT.  The Council RESOLVED to replace.
	

	9.
	PRECEPT
	

	
	9.1 To consider precept requirement for 2024-2025.  The Clerk had forwarded suggested precept requirement of £39000, an increase of £10,000 from last year.  This will be considered by the Councillors and discussed for formal approval at the January.
	
Agenda

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1  Update on Speedwatch from Andrew Stone, and use of ANPR in April for one week.
10.2 Mr. Stone requested “Speed Kills” signs – Prices will be sought for discussion at the January meeting.
	

Agenda

	
	b) To consider small solar SID located at Heath Road – no update                                         
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL
	

	
	11.1 Update on Project and monthly site meeting.
It was reported that the Contractor had suffered loss of equipment from a break in at the compound, but this had been caught on CCTV and reported to the Police.
The Clerk stated that £46000 had been vired to the upgrade as the Council’s match funding for the project, to help with grant applications. Mr. Walton stated the flow chart for payments was not yet available.  Scaffolding has been put up for the roofing to be done.  There had been a query from the Communities Lottery grant application which has been referred to Birketts.  Mr. Walton stated he was pleased with the chosen Contractor, and Mrs. Hill felt all trades were communicating and working well together.
	

	
	11.2 The Clerk questioned when the next claim from the loan should be made and for how much. Although it was discussed to drawn down £200,000 the Clerk later informed the Council that the amount needs to be completely drawn down by beginning of February 2024. It was therefore RESOLVED to claim the remaining £400,000.
	
Clerk

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1  Play area adjacent to Village Hall – No update or problem
	

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road – No update or problem.
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 Suffolk Enhanced Bus Partnership – dates for 2024 Meetings - noted
	

	
	13.2 Formal adoption of the ‘Elmswell Neighbourhood Plan 2022-2037’ by MSDC - noted
	

	
	13.3 SWT Suffolk View
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mrs. Hill and the Clerk will produce a questionnaire for distribution to residents in Prospect Road asking size, location and wording of the new sign.
	

	
	14.2 Mrs. Long informed the Council that she would be standing down as a Councillor with immediate effect.
	Clerk

	15
	To confirm the date of next meeting:  8th January 2024, 7.30pm  
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.14
	






8th January 2024                           297/24                  signed…………………………………………………….

