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EDITORIAL

A selection of photographs of fields of 
flowers from Derek Wilding appear on the 
cover this month.

Photographs for the cover (and for filling in 
little spaces) are always welcome along 
with articles of interest

Please send any contributions for the 
Messenger to the address below by the 
15th of the previous month.

Best wishes, Nathan
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LOCAL EVENTS UPDATE
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BUS ROUTE UPDATE
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD JUNE 2024

PRESENT in the Chair: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr R. Lenko, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, 
Mr. N. Winstanley,Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                    LGA 1972 s12 para 40

APOLOGIES: County Councillor A. Mellen
District Councillor D. Bradbury.
District Councillor A. Davies.

1. Welcome and protocol reminder

2. Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in 
items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none

3. PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance -
none 
Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Email received from S. Wicks concerning Birch House – see reply in Planning 8.6

4. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information
•Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen

Mr. Lenko thanked Councillor Mellen for organizing a Z bend sign at the Little Green sharp bends. 
Information received from Councillor Mellen in reply to additional speed reduction measures, in 
particular gating.  Mr. Lenko questioned gating on an A road and will ask his contact at Highways 
for advice.  Prof. Jaggard commented that Fakenham Magna on an A road has gating.  Mr. 
Winstanley enquired about funding for support for engineering advice or strategy for reducing 
speed.  Councillor Mellen stated he has a limited locality budget and his Highways budget was for 
physical structure rather than developing a policy or strategy.  Councillor Mellen stated that due 
to the General Election all funding requests are currently on hold. Mr. Aket enquired about the 
Stowlangtoft bridge meeting.  Approval has been given for the temp. speed limit between 
Stowlangtoft and Badwell Ash – 40mph between villages with an advisory 20mph in village

•Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury – noted.
5. MINUTES

5.1 To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 13th May 2024 and 
A.G.M. held on 13th May 2024 are a true and correct record.  Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Walton 
seconded with all in agreement

6. COOPTION – No update on cooption to the vacant post.

7. MATTERS ARISING

7.1 Bus service update – Ongoing. Further information is being sought.  Mr. 
Winstanley

7.2 Rights of Way application, Ixworth Road. Forms completed by Prof. Jaggard and passed to the 
Clerk to sign and submit on behalf of the Council.                                            

Clerk

7.3 Village Hall noticeboard - ongoing                                                                     Mr. Walton

7.4 UKPN update – ongoing.  The Village Hall is required to be named on the lease.                                              

7.5 Report on Stowlangtoft bridge meeting. Work is anticipated to commence on 8th July to end 
of November, with permission to close the road on these dates, but the dates are subject to 
UKPN agreement. Some villages have concerns about rat runs.                                               
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8. PLANNING Clerk

8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) 
Land west of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/24/02272
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of
Planning Permission DC/23/00178 dated 10/03/2023 Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended)- Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages - To vary
Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) to allow alternative designs of
dwellings for plots 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the development.  
The Council had no comment to make on changes of Condition.
8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
7 Ixworth Road, Norton - DC/24/02434 
Erection of first floor and single storey rear extensions.  
The Council had no objection to this application.
8.3 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78  TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 Appeal 
Reference: APP/W3520/W/24/3341318.  Appeal by: Mr T Lucas
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling with garage.
Plot 11, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton Suffolk   
8.4 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990.  Appeal 
Reference: APP/W3520/W/24/3341323. Appeal by: Mr D Lucas
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling with garage.
Plot 12, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton 
8.5 ADDRESS MANAGEMENT
MSDC re Land at The Rear of The Salvation Army Hall Woolpit Road Norton Looking at the 
historical field names for this area, the Council suggested as  first preference "Sweethill 
View". Other suggestions as second choice alternatives were "Stack Yard Close" or "Barn 
Meadow".
8.6 BIRCH HOUSE
Email received from the homeowner about the development concern expressed to the Council 
in April. The Clerk informed that before taking the concern further, the past Council minutes 
were looked at and the planning portal researched. It was found that Application: 
DC/17/04328 was received by the Planning Authority on 22 August 2017 and later granted.  
With this information to hand, the Council took no further action and the concern was satisfied 
and closed.

9. FINANCE

9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                                               LGA1972 s112
SWT membership £38.00                                                                                         LGA1972 s112
Tenhats, May Messenger, £395.00                                                                          LGA1972 s142
Gadd Brothers, £360.00                                                                      Public Health Act 1875 s 164
MSDC Annual Play inspections £217.56                     Local Gov (Misc. Provisions)Act 1976 s 19                         
MS Oakes, stage payment  £74629.52  Santander cheque no 522559              LGA 1972 s133   
HMRC £104.00 Santander cheque no 522561                                                      LGA1972 s112
Suffolk Accident Rescue Service £400  Santander cheque no 522560 LGA1972 s137

9.2 To further consider Memorial Bench request – No update

9.3 To receive Budget statement, Lloyds and Santander R&P with Reconciliation and Village 
Hall/Loan account R&P.  Councillors noted the information and RESOLVED to accept all.
9.4 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard- no update

9.5 To confirm receipt of MSDC VH CIL payment of £13620.03 - noted

9.6 The Clerk confirm submission of VAT claim for 23-24.

9.7 Mr. Lenko commented on arranging an internal control meeting and will contact the Clerk 
with a proposed date.

Mr.Lenko



10 SPEEDWATCH

10.1 Update on Speedwatch - ANPR results noted.  

10.2 Parish Council strategy to combat speeding – criteria for 40mph had been emailed to 
Councillors.  It was felt there should be another request for 40mph between Stowlangtoft and 
Norton and also to ask Stowlangtoft to make a request. Mr. Walton commented the 40mph 
section at the Woolpit end has shown to make a difference to vehicle speed.
Councillor Mellen had forwarded details of gating which he felt he could fund.  Details and 
pricing were obtained from another Parish Clerk.  Mr. Lenko agreed to check with SCC about 
using gating on an A road.

Clerk

Mr.Lenko
10.3 Update on solar SID located in Heath Road. All landowners agreed on the site. Mr. Lenko 
stated there would be a cost of £600 from SCC for the pole.  Mr. Lenko asked for formal approval 
to purchase the pole and a SID (with a Thank You sign) which will cost around £5600 altogether.  
Councillors RESOLVED to the purchase.                             

11 VILLAGE HALL 

11.1Update on progress.  Progress has been slow due to the weather.  Insulation on the outside 
is going up.  The fire alarm requirements are on-going as previously it was not up to current 
standards.  CCTV quotes are being reviewed.
11.2 Lottery application - no official update.

12 PLAY AREAS

12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall - trampoline tiles will be screwed down to stop them being 
pulled up. The adult equipment will be fitted on 12th June. Mr. Lenko stated the wood at the top 
of the slide had badly rotted and agreed to get a quote to replace with new timber or recycled 
plastic.                                       Mr.Lenko
12.2 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems to report.

13 CORRESPONDENCE
13.1 A14 update with road closures - noted

13.2 CAB Helping people in your community with cost of living problems - noted

13.3 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
Call for Sites 2024 - noted

14 Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.

14.1 Mr. Winstanley stated he had been in touch with Mr. Parmee about the wildflower area, 
who will give his recommendation for autumn/ spring planting
14.2 Mr. Walton stated on the FB page there are complaints about the overgrown footpaths.  
Mrs. Hill stated there is a small bridge in a footpath near the Church that has broken slates which 
requires repair. 

Clerk

14.3 Mr. Aket enquired about the fields of ox-eye daisies. Mr. Walton stated this is a green policy 
and the Government pays for growing as they are good for bees.

15 To confirm the date of next meeting:  1st July 2024  
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I cannot believe that I am writing this article during the last week of the summer term. This half term has been 
incredibly busy but what a whole lot of fun the children have had, as well as learning too!
The children in Star Class went on their first school trip to Lackfield Lakes as part of their topic ‘Living and Growing’. 
On the trip the children had the chance to be minibeast detectives, go pond dipping and use their senses to explore 
the world around them. It was a little wet but the children had a great time. 
Galaxy Class (Year 1) had a fabulous day at the seaside spending time on the beach, identifying different human 
and physical seaside features and visiting Landguard view point where they were able to see Felixstowe Port. 
In Planet Class (Year 2), the children went to Thurston for a Key Stage 1 Sports Festival. Everyone showed incredible 
sportsmanship and tried very hard with each activity. They all represented the school very well. The children have 
also been enjoying their learning about Australia, particularly looking at Aboriginal Art.
As part of their topic 'Commotion in the Ocean’ Comet Class (Year 3) had a wonderful trip to Great Yarmouth 
Sealife Centre. They have also enjoyed learning how to play the samba drums in music and picked the perfect day 
for a parade in the playground. Rocket Class (Year 4) have been enjoying their science topic this term on ‘Living 
Things’ especially the lesson which involved exploring the local area as well as going pond dipping. For Meteor 
Class (Year 5) it has been a very busy few weeks. They have performed at a musical festival, had the opportunity to 
be part of Bikeability, had a Buddhist Visitor come to talk to them about Buddhism as well as an adventurous day at 
Thorpe Woodlands where many children challenged and pushed themselves out of their comfort zones.
In Supernova Class (Year 6) the children had a brilliant afternoon at Crucial Crew. They learnt many life skills 
including how to manage our worries; discussing bullying and friendships; a practical lesson on life saving CPR; 
safety workshops with the Police and Fire Brigade; investigating how much sugar is in our food & drinks and an 
informative workshop about drugs and alcohol. 
On Monday 1 July, Key Stage 2 attended the Eucharist Service at St Andrews Church. The service involved a 
celebration of hymns and communion as well as blessings for the children. It was lovely to see the church packed 
with children and families.
Year 5 and 6 had a wonderful time at Bury St Edmunds Cathedral on Monday 17 June for the Diocese Church School 
Service. All the children were behaved impeccably and were a real credit to our school, with Holly and Monty 
delivering the reading during the service. The theme of the service was Hope and Aspiration and the Dean warmly 
greeted us along with other local schools.
On Friday all classes had a fantastic PE Enrichment session playing Ultimate Frisbee! The children all enjoyed 
learning new skills and participated in Frisbee team games.
The Key Stage 2 Performance ‘Cinderella’ was a huge success. The children sang enthusiastically and Year 6 made 
the perfect cast. The production was written by Mr Mabbitt and the lyrics of Abba songs were changed to suit the 
storyline. I appreciate I may be a little biased so we did ask for feedback from our wonderful audience. Here are a 
few comments:
Another absolute showstopper. Amazing! West End Quality. Well done to all the Year 6’s and all the Key Stage 2 
children and staff. A Brilliant Script.
Really great Show. The children looked so happy on stage and the music and script were funny and engaging.
And so we say goodbye to our Year 6 children. They have been a wonderful cohort, who have worked hard and 
supported each other so well. They have had to endure many changes and challenges during their primary 
schooling which they have embraced with resilience, commitment, compassion and humour. They leave Norton 
with strong foundations ready for secondary school and we wish them the very best.
Mrs Sparkes (Headteacher)

Norton CEVC Primary School
School Close  Norton  Bury St Edmunds  Suffolk  IP31 3LZ
Headteacher  Mrs Lisa Sparkes
office@norton.suffolk.sch.uk 01359 230520    www.norton.suffolk.sch.uk
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DOWN OUR STREET

This month I thought I would look at the Fiske Family who at one time owned the manor of ‘Hardings’ and 

swathes of land around Church Lane, Saunder’s Lane and to the east of Norton Hall. They were farmers in 

the village and left money in their wills to help poor parishioners.

Many Fisk, Ffiske and Fiske families can trace their lineage to around 1200 in Eastern England, and there are 

several theories for the ancient origin of the names. One theory suggests that in all probability the Fisk and 

Fiske names originated in Scandinavia. The name Fisk means fish in Norwegian, Swedish, and Frisian. Others 

suggest the name Fisc had to do with tax collection, so they may have been tax collectors. Yet another 

theory maintains the name could have come from a place connected with fishing.

The name Harding(s) comes from John Harding, husband of Agnes of Norton, who owned the land. When 

they married her lands became his until he died and they became her property again.

The earliest known Fiske record is of Symond Fiske, Lord of the Manor of Stadhaugh, in Laxfield in the reign 

of Henry IV to VI (1399- 1422). He bore for his arms, chequey, argent and gules, upon a pale, sable, three 

mullets pierced, or. 

‘Chequy argent and gules’ means red and white squares as a checkerboard. 

‘Pale sable’ means a vertical black stripe down the middle of the shield and denotes strength. 

‘Mullets pierced or’ are gold stars with straight sides and a small hole in the middle.)

Motto: Macte Virtute Sic Itur Ad Astra     Motto Translation: So to the stars we go.

Fiske coat of arms.                      Photo of the Stadhaugh Manor Farmhouse, Laxfield about 1900.

In 1955 Captain A. Hammond of Mousehold House, Norwich, deposited over 150 Fiske (Norton and 

Elmswell) deeds at the Ipswich Records Office. Here is a selection of a few pertinent records:-

The earliest document referring to the Manor of Hardings is from 1413 and they continue to 1734. It was 

owned by Edward Bardekell in 1542, William Brooke in 1578 and by John Fiske circa 1648.

1568. Mortgage by Grant from Edward Brooke of Hunston, of a close called Grete Peck, with parcel of Littel

Peck of 22 acres, Wronge Close of 28 acres, a close of 30 acres, and 18 acres parcel of Milhill Close, all parcel 

of the manor of Hardings in Norton. This document is particularly interesting in that it mentions Great and 

Little Peck (Peake) as well as Milhill.

.
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1578. Grant from Symonde Fyske of Elmswell, Yeoman, and Robert Fyske of Norton, Yeoman.

1623. Grant from William Fyske of Norton, Gent., to John Fyske his son and heir apparent, Samuel his 

youngest son, Martha, Margaret and Mary Fyske his daughters, of the manor or capital messuage called 

Hardings and appurtenances, late of John father of William, a messuage called Finches and 7 acres of 

pasture in Norton. (Mid-green on map to the east and west of Hardings).

The Pecks, Finches and Milhill names have survived as field names and can be found on the 1841 Tithe 

Map. Mill Hill was a small area surrounded by a moat and is now called ‘The Mount’ on modern maps. 

The map above is a reconstructed map produced by current members of the Fiske family. It is part of a 

‘whole village map’ showing the known land owners in 1575. 

Hardings Manor is shown in light blue. Land owned by Robert Fiske is mustard yellow. Mill Hill or The 

Mount is the dark blue dot to the west side of Hardings. Symond Fiskes land is mid-green and to the 

east and west sides of Hardings. (Nicholls was the old name for Hill/Manor Farm. Church and Glebe is 

cyan blue).

Sadly, Hardings Farm was demolished when a large pig unit was built across the site. It had been one

of the boundary farms of Buttenhaugh Green. When enclosure of open spaces took place in 1812,

surveyors roads were built across the Green that is why they are straight. Hardings Lane was one such

road and forms part of the boundary between Norton, Hunston and Great Ashfield.

Robert Fiske was a well to do farmer and land owner who lived in Norton. He died aged 84 in 1704 

and is buried at St Andrew’s.
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Photo 1. Hardings Farm in about 1950                  Photo 2. Fiske Farm, The Street, in late 1890s.

William Fiske, ‘benefactor to the poor’, spent the early part of his life in Norton, although in 1630 he was 

living with his daughter Martha and her husband Henry Bright at Newe House, Pakenham. (Netherhall in 

Pakenham was the home of Sir Robert Bright, Henry’s father). William commenced a weekly gift of a dozen 

‘1d loaves’ of bread to the poor of the village and directed in his will that this should continue ‘to the 

worlds end’. He directed that two pieces of land be conveyed to the feoffees to provide the income and the 

bread should be distributed as the minister and churchwardens saw fit. This gift has now been 

incorporated into the ‘Norton United Charity’ which still helps Norton residents who are in need, hardship 

or distress.

There are a number of Fiske family gravestones near the church porch and a floor slab in the nave isle  

bearing the name of William Fiske (died 1678).

The 1875 map above, is a section from one drawn of Bach/Beach Farm. (Gravestones at St Andrew’s 

show the name as Bach.) It covers the area of Ashfield Road from Church Lane to The Common. It 

shows the two farm houses owned by John Fiske. The one on the right, near the sharp bend was 

occupied by my 4 x Gt Grandfather George Burt at the time of the great fire of 1788. All buildings on 

the north side of Ashfield Road between Church Lane and The Common were destroyed. George 

moved to Fiske Farm (extreme left of map) which is pictured as Photo 2. This became our family home 

for the next 220 years. My grandfather was born there and eventually purchased it from the Fiske 

family. I lived there from March 1971 to Dec 1982.
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH (Part of the Benefice of Pakenham, Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield, Hunston & 

Stowlangtoft)
Rector: Revd Katherine Valentine Tel 01359 235095  Email: kavalentine677@gmail.com

Website: www.achurchnearyou.com Benefice Church magazine www.vcnews.org.uk

AUGUST 2024 CHURCH SERVICES 

Open daily for visitors and private prayer.  St Andrew’s Norton services are highlighted below.   

4TH             10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

8:00 am           Holy Communion (BCP)                                                   Norton  

10:00 am Family@Church - HOLIDAYS                                           Pakenham   

11TH           11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP)                                                     Tostock                               

9:30 am      Morning Worship                                                              Great Ashfield  

11:00 am      Family Communion                                                           Pakenham         

18TH 12TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

9:30 am       Holy Communion (BCP)                                                      Pakenham   

9:30am       Morning Worship                                                              Norton 

11:00 am     Family Communion                                                              Great Ashfield          

6:00 pm       Evening Prayer & Praise                                                    Tostock           

25TH 13TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY                                          

9:30am        TOAST                                                                                      Great Ashfield  

9:30am        Holy Communion                                                                  Hunston   

11:00 am        Family Communion                                                               Norton                   

11:00 am        PET SERVICE                                                                           Tostock 

The St Andrew’s Church (Norton) 
floodlights for the weeks of 17th and 24th of 
August are sponsored by David and Thelma 
Howes in memory of Jeremy and to 
celebrate family birthdays.

If you would like to see the church lit up in 
2024 please consider sponsoring the lights 
(£20 a week) or if you would like to 
celebrate an event or remember a loved 
one contact: Philippa Wilding
email pfwilding@btinternet.com Telephone 
07776443004

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH LIGHTS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Weekend of 14th/15th September 2024
St Andrew’s Church, Norton

are holding a Flower Festival
with an Evening of Music on the Saturday 

and a Harvest Songs Praise on the Sunday afternoon
For more information contact
janetbauer3545@gmail.com

mailto:kavalentine677@gmail.com
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
http://www.vcnews.org.uk/
mailto:pfwilding@btinternet.com


Norton Baptist Church
August 2024

Check the information below for our services throughout 
August and beyond

For all the up-to-date information please “like” our Facebook page. Scan this 
code to go straight to our page

4th Aug 11th Aug 18th Aug 25th Aug

All-Age Service 10:30am 10:30am 10:30am 10:30am

nortonbaptist@btinternet.com

If you need any more information, please email us 
and we will get back to you as soon as we can.

We really hope that the sun is now out, and everyone is either having or looking forward to their 
holidays, family times and all of the summer events we love to enjoy.

At Norton Baptist Church we look back over the past
twelve months and say a great big “Thank you” to God
for all the things we have been able to do this year. We
have loved meeting and chatting to so many of you and
we look forward to what will be taking place next year.

We will be around all summer but with a reduced
program while so many are away. Our services during
August will start at 10:30am but join us from 10am for
a coffee if you wish. Each Sunday service will be around
45mins and we will cater for all ages so it would be great
To see you if you are around.

HOLIDAY CLUB will be back from the 27th – 30th August.
Book in now and join us for all the fun and activities we
have planned.

12Another wonderful photograph by David Ling taken at the water meadows



Foot Health Practitioner

Camilla L Burt
BSc Podiatry, MAFHP, MCFHP

Providing friendly, professional foot care in the 

comfort of your own home

-Callus/Corns -Thickened/Fungal Nails -Ingrown Toenails

-Heel Fissures -Verrucae -Diabetic Foot Care

Norton Salvation Army

Sunday  4th                                                              Breakfast Church                                    10.45am
(Enjoy coffee/tea/pastries in a relaxed Worship setting)

Sunday 11th                                                             Morning Worship                                      11.00am
Sunday 18th                                                                Evening Praise                                    6.00pm
Sunday25th                                                              Morning Worship                                      11.00am 

Monday 5th/12th/19th                   Jo’s Fit4All                                                      6.00pm  – 8.00pm
Wednesday 7th Friends Cafe                                                    2.00pm  – 4.00pm

(We are a dementia friendly group, free for all to attend for a chat & refreshments)                       
Thursday 8th                Choir Rehearsal                                                   8.00pm – 9.30pm
Thursday 15th/29th Band Rehearsal                                                   8.00pm – 9.30pm 
Thursday’s                                                             Cameo Lunches                                         11.45am – 1.30pm

(3 Course Meal £6.00)   

Please feel free to come & join in with us at any time. You would be very welcome

Our Clothes Bank situated in the car park is available to you for all your unwanted clothes & shoes.
Available 24/7.   Please help us to help others. 

If you would like to make contact with Norton Salvation Army please e-mail:
Valerie.ling@salvationarmy.org.uk OR Peter.newson@salvationarmy.org.uk

We will be pleased to help you where possible with any questions/queries
A Christian Church and Registered Charity No: 214779, and in Scotland SC09359

The Salvation Army Territorial Headquarters, 101, Newington Causeway, London, SE1 6BN

mailto:Valerie.ling@salvationarmy.org.uk
mailto:Peter.newson@salvationarmy.org.uk
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