

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9TH MAY 2022
PRESENT: 
In the Chair: Mr. Etchells-Butler,
                       Mr. B. Aket, Mr. R. Lenko, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. G. Walton. 
                       Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                           LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       County Councillor A. Mellen
                       District Councillor A. Davies
                       Three members of the public.
APOLOGIES: Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. T. Walker.
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.    
                      District Councillor H. Richardson

	1.
	The Chairman welcomed Councillors and members of the public to the meeting and reminded all of the meeting protocol.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email - none.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
· Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen – noted
Mr. Aket commented on the traffic lights at Stowlangtoft. Councillor Mellen stated the lights will stay until the bridge repairs are undertaken.  There were concerns of introducing the weight restriction that it may divert HGVs through small villages.
Mr. Aket asked where would any Ukrainian children in Norton be schooled, with Norton school being full.  Councillor Mellen assured there would be no priority over other children.
· Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson – noted.
· Report from District Councillor Austin Davies
Mr. Aket enquired why Mid Suffolk did not meet in April.  Councillor Andy Mellen explained that the full Council did not meet each month, but Committees meet every month. Councillor Davies agreed to seek an answer to this question.
	

	5.
	COOPTION
5.1 There were no suggestions for cooption to the Council Vacancy.
	

	6. 
	MINUTES
	

	
	6.1 To note and approve the minutes of the following meetings held on 4th April 2022.  Agreed as an accurate account and signed by the Chair.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Update on Church Lane and School Close.
Some potholes had been filled in Church Lane, but as this is a low priority road it will take longer for any substantial work to be done.
In School Close large sections had been filled and repaired, and thanks were expressed to Councillor Mellen for helping to get this work underway.
With regard to the drainage problem in Church Lane, Mr. Lenko enquired whether the Parish Council could contribute by paying for the work.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.
	





	
	7.2 Welcome Pack.  Mr. Walton stated he would have a price for printing the folder at the next meeting.  Mrs. Long suggested a photo and information on each Councillor could be included, Mr. Walton agreed.                                                                         
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.3 Wildlife Area. Mr. Walton stated this had been held up as part of the Government Scheme with DEFRA as new grants were a year behind.                                                                           
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.4 Update on street lights.  Updated quote still awaited.  Councillor Mellen will investigate. 
	

	
	7.5 Annual Village Litter Pick. Arranged and advertised for Saturday 14th May at 9am.  Tea and coffee would be supplied to helpers.                                                   
	Mr. Walker

	
	7.6 Update on Road crossing.  Information awaited from Highways. 
	

	
	7.7 Heras panels on Playing field. These have been cleared from the Playing field.  The remaining panels will be collected from Rookery Farm.                  
	

	
	7.8 “Norton” sign at Little Green. Mr. Lenko will investigate and check where a sign could be placed.                                                 
	Mr. Lenko

	
	7.9 Platinum Jubilee and Torch Relay    
Mr. Aket outlined the route and time of the Torch Relay on May 23rd.  He stated the mugs will be given out at school on the last afternoon before the half term holiday.  He has been informed of 20 children not attending the school so he will ask the family to collect the mug at the Fair.  So far there have been £950 business donations towards the cost of the mugs.  The quiz is on 2nd June with the beacon being lit at 9.45pm and a proclamation to be read by the Chairman before the lighting. Mr. Walton commented on Health and Safety and the Clerk will inform the Local Authority. On 3rd will be the Open Gardens (2-4.00pm).  So far there are 2 gardens and the allotments open.  On 4th will be the Fair with old cars and stalls, but the children’s games still require an organizer. On Sunday will be street parties and a joint church service on the playing field at 4.30pm. Mr. Aket confirmed there would be a street party in Jubilee Close and advertised on Facebook.  Mrs. Long offered to help Mrs. Tottie with organizing the Quiz.                                      
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/01941
Land West of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application for Outline Planning Permission (Access points to be considered, Appearance, Layout, Landscaping and Scale reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings
The Council objected to this application on the following grounds:
· The visibility splay does not meet the requirements by Highways.
· The exit onto the A1088 is considered dangerous, being on a bend.  It would create an existing risk to vehicles, cyclists, pedestrians.  With 9 proposed houses, this would mean a minimum of 18 cars using the access road
· The Council question whether the access road meets the requirements of the Fire and Emergency Services.
· Suffolk House is a Listed Building.  The vehicle access road runs close to Suffolk House and is likely to have a detrimental effect on the house.  The access requires a wall to be removed – is this part of the listed building?
· Construction traffic using the access road would disrupt the close adjacent properties with noise pollution, and due to the nature of this traffic it would have a detrimental effect on Suffolk House as a Listed Building.
· The access is opposite to the bus stop, considered not to be a suitable site.
· The village infrastructure is already stretched – water, electric, sewerage
· The school currently has no availability, so children would have to be bussed to other villages.
· There are no details of the proposed properties (design, size, type etc.).  This could potentially be out of character with the surrounding properties.
· The self-build character of the development means no contribution to the Parish.
· The proposal is believed to be outside the current settlement boundary.
· There will be disruption to wildlife as the site is close to a Suffolk Wildlife Trust area.
· It would set a precedent for future development of the site, which is clear by the proposed road through the development.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/21/05831
Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton,
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Change of use of barn to form 1No dwelling; Erection of a two storey extension and detached outbuildings (following demolition of existing). Reason(s) for re-consultation: Amended plans received 14th and 20th April 2022. 
The Council objected to this application and considered this proposal to be over development of the site with the detached outbuildings.
The extension and outbuildings will detract from the historic value of the barn which the Council would wish to see retained.
	

	
	8.3APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT - DC/21/05832
Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton 
Proposal: Application for Listed Building Consent - Works to facilitate change of use of barn to form 1No dwelling; Erection of a two-storey extension and detached outbuildings (following demolition of existing) as described in Planning Statement.
Reason(s) for re-consultation: Amended Plans received 14th and 20th April 2022. 
The Council objected to this application and considered this proposal to be over development of the site with the detached outbuildings.
The extension and outbuildings will detract from the historic value of the barn which the Council would wish to see retained.
	

	
	APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT - DC/22/02193
Manor Lodge, Ashfield Road, Norton,
8.4 Application for Listed Building Consent - Repoint South and West elevation walls with lime mortar and replace 2No. ground floor windows to West elevation
The Council had no objection to this application, assuming this is in accordance with Listed Building approval.
	

	
	8.5 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Birkrigg House, Ashfield Road, Norton 
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/05828- Condition 7 (Dust Control Measures) and Condition 8 (Construction Management Plan)
	

	
	8.6 PLANNING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78
Appeal Reference: APP/W3520/W/22/3290858
Land South East of Southleigh, Ashfield Road, Norton.  Appeal by: Ms P Wilding and A Bott
Proposal: Application for Outline Planning Permission (some matters reserved, access to be considered) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Erection of 2No detached dwellings. Appeal Start Date: 26/04/2022   
	

	
	8.7 Shepherd's Grove development
JAYNIC development proposal report from Walsham le Willows Parish Council - noted 
	

	9. 
	FINANCE
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
      Clerk’s salary, £227.26 cheque no 522456                                      LGA1972 s112
      HMRC, £56.60 cheque no 522457                                                   LGA1972 s112
      Tenhats, Feb, March, April, May. £1101.00 cheque no 522458      LGA1972 s142
      Vertas, grass cutting, £296.46 cheque no 522459              Public Health Act 1875 s164
      HMS Signs, signs, £375.00 cheque no 522460        Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s31
      Clerks & Councils subscription, £12.00 cheque no 522461                LGA1972 s112
      BHIP, Insurance, £1466.60 cheque no 522462                                    LGA1972 s111
	

	
	9.2 Mr. Aket enquired about receipts for advertising in the Messenger. Mr. Lenko agreed to speak with the advertising manager.
	Mr. Lenko

	
	9.3 The Clerk confirmed CIL receipt of £6699.80        Local Government Finance Act 1992, s41
	

	
	9.4 The Clerk confirmed receipt of 6 months Precept £12,500.00
                                                                                        Local Government Finance Act 1992, s41
	

	
	9.5 To receive budget statement – received and approved.  
	

	
	9.6 To review and approve Annual Governance and Accountability Return sections 1&2.  Circulated to all Councillors. This was approved by all Councillors with the Chairman authorized to sign
	

	
	9.6 To receive update on Bus shelter – cost and location – no update. Mr. Etchells-Butler is awaiting a reply from Highways for permission to use this plot of land for a shelter.                                  
	Mr. Etchells-Butler.

	10.
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	10.1 To receive update on the application Documents submitted to the local County Association for review and scrutiny.  The Clerk stated the information prepared was required to be sent by email so all the paperwork had been scanned and forwarded to SALC for scrutiny. They had approved it, subject to a minor clarification, and it had been forwarded to the DLUHC who will carry out their first triage.  They apparently have a large backlog so SALC will chase if necessary. The Department for Levelling Up Housing and Communities confirmed receipt on 28th April.
	

	
	10.2 To receive update from the joint Parish Council/Village Hall working group to oversee the village hall expansion project. Until work is due to commence this group will not meet. Mr. Lenko stated he had attended the AGM and there now appears to be a good number on the committee to manage. 
	 

	11.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	11.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  Mr. Lenko is investigating replacement gates for the wooden gates and will get a quote from Playdale.  The new site for the zip wire has been deemed suitable, but the site will need to be cleared of some small scrub trees.  The bark area under the swings is a problem. The swings were old and would not be legal due to the frame, the swings being too long on the chain and they were rather out of date.  Playdale will provide a quote for two wooden frames to take up to modern standards.  The hole in the ground could be backfilled with stones or chippings and rubber interwoven mats used. Mr. Lenko will investigating rubber matting or some other form of material under the swings.  He will obtain quotes for total replacement of swings with suitable base or just redoing the base only.  Mr. Walton suggested looking at galvanized steel for longevity rather than wood, for which Mr. Lenko will obtain a quote.  Mr. Lenko felt the large sign near the gate needs to be removed or replaced, and the CCTV and dog signs on the fence also need to be removed.  Mr. Walton agreed to get quotes.                          
	Mr.Lenko

	
	11.2 Play area in Prospect Road – general, repairs.  Mrs. Long stated all was OK and the trampoline drainage has worked.  She said Dan felt the repairs are not required.  He felt the goalposts were solid and the swing links were fine.  Signs are required and Mr. Walton agreed to get a quote.                                                 
	

	12
	CORRESPONDENCE 
	

	
	12.1 West Suffolk Wildlife Group - events in May - noted
	

	
	12.2 SPS Suffolk View - noted. Mr. Aket commented on the very informative articles.  The magazine is also available to line.
	

	13
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	13.1 Mr. Etchells-Butler felt the Council needed to draw up a new action plan.  The Clerk reminded that election will take place next May, but suggestions could be in place for the new Council.
	Agenda

	
	13.2 Mrs. Long expressed thanks to Mr. Walton for putting up the new dog signs around the village.  
	

	14
	To confirm the date of future meeting:
6th June 2022, 7.30pm
	

	15
	Close of the Meeting  There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.56
	







[bookmark: _GoBack]6th June 2022                                      211/22               Signed …………………………………………….
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