

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th JUNE 2022

PRESENT: 
In the Chair: Mr. Etchells-Butler,
                       Mr. B. Aket, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. T. Walker, Mr. G. Walton. 
                       Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                           LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       County Councillor A. Mellen
                       Two members of the public.
APOLOGIES: Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. R. Lenko, 
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.    
                      District Councillors H. Richardson and A. Davies

	1.
	Mr. Etchells-Butler welcomed all and reminded of the meeting protocol
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Mrs. Heppner commented on traffic in The Street speeding in excess of the speed limit particularly around 6.30am-9am and 5pm-6pm, and sometimes late at night.  Mr. Etchells-Butler commented that the Council has been proactive in trying to tackle speeding.  A number of SIDs have been installed at various sites and a new speedwatch team is now up and running.  He suggested that the vehicle number is noted and sent to the speed watch coordinator, Mr. Sedgwick.  Mr. Walton felt members of the public should also write to the Chief Constable about this problem.  Mr. Aket commented that parked cars were also a deterrent in slowing vehicles.  She mentioned speed bumps, but Mr. Etchells-Butler stated Highways do not have the budget as they are very expensive to install and the Clerk stated the noise of vehicles going over bumps cause complaint from adjacent properties. Mrs. Long wondered about an additional SID sited in the opposite direction. Mr. Etchells-Butler agreed to speak to Mr. Sedgwick about a speedwatch session in this area.  Mrs. Heppner volunteered to join the speedwatch team and the Clerk will forward Mr. Sedgwick’s contact details to her.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email.
Mr. Walton stated he had been approached about dogs on the playing field, particularly off the lead, with request for a complete ban.  The Councillors felt responsible ownership and clearing up after dogs should be encouraged and it was suggested this could be reinforced by an article in the Messenger.

Mr. Etchells-Butler stated he had had a telephone conversation with Mr. Bareham concerning the gate along the sewage works driveway.  He stated the gate had been put in by Mr. Partridge-Hicks due to worries of fly tipping.  The track is now owned by Mr. Grey.  Mr. Etchells-Butler agreed to speak with him about not locking the gate.

Mr. Walker stated there had been comment on Facebook asking why the Council had objected to the proposed Service Station/drive thru at Woolpit. The person had been directed to comment to the planning department and also invited to the attend the Council meeting.  He had been informed that views should be sent directly to the Planners at Mid Suffolk who make the final decision on any planning application.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Coouncillor Mellen stated the Service Station/drive thru application will go to Committee for a decision.
At the recent meeting of the Full Council there had been agreement to improve public rivers, to put pressure on network rail for rail improvements and trying to get an in-house bid for Highways.  He mentioned Norton’s street light work was being handed over to a new contractor.  The quote in September 2020 was still valid, and the work will be carried out in two phases.
Mr. Aket enquired about the rivers being polluted.  He asked if there was documentary evidence as he is connected to Pakenham Water Mill and their problems have been denied, but documentary evidence that rivers are polluted would help their case.  Councillor Mellen agreed to let Mr. Aket have any information.
Mr. Walton asked about Highways taking control in-house.  He commented on a problem in Pakenham and had been informed that £60,000 had been spent on new pipes, but a reliable source had stated desilting the pipes at a cost of £5000 would have sorted the problem.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson, Austin Davies – noted
Mr.Aket commented on why the money for out of school activities was centred in Hadleigh, Sudbury, Stowmarket and Brantham.  He felt smaller villages should be considered.  He will ask Councillor Richardson for comment.
	

	5.
	COOPTION
	

	
	5.1 To consider cooption to the Council Vacancy.
Mr. Etchells-Butler proposed that Mrs. Susan Hill should be coopted onto the Council, Mr. Aket seconded.  Mrs. Hill was unanimously elected.
	

	6.
	MINUTES
	

	
	6.1 To note and approve the minutes of the AGM and Meeting held on 9th May 2022
Mr. Aket proposed acceptance, Mrs. Long seconded.  Minutes approved for signature.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Update on Church Lane and School Close. 
Mr. Etchells-Butler felt School Close could be removed from the agenda.    Mr. Walton stated that some repairs had taken place along Church Lane but many potholes remain.  
	

	
	7.2Parish Council assistance with drainage problem in Church Lane.  Mr. Walton felt it should come under Highways’ remit, but this looked extremely unlikely.  He felt it could be done via self-help.
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.3 Mr. Walker asked about the footpath from the School to the Church which is  overgrown and only a tram line width.  Mr. Walton stated it should be a 1m width and the cutting usually comes under Rights of Way.  Mr. Walker felt it was really the grass verges either end of the footpath causing a problem.  The Clerk will contact Mr. Honeywood to see if he can help with cutting back and also obtain the schedule of cutting of footpaths from Rights of Way.
	

Clerk

	
	7.4 Welcome Pack. Mr. Walton is in the process of chasing quotes                                                                        
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.5 Wildlife Area.  This item will be removed until further information is to hand.                                                                           
	

	
	7.6 Update on street lights – see Councillor Mellen’s report. 
	

	
	7.7Annual Village Litter Pick – review.  A turnout of 6 volunteers, areas had been cleaned and it was felt to have been a good session.  The Council expressed thanks to Mr. Walker for organizing.                                       
	

	
	7.8 Update on Road crossing.  Information emailed to Councillors which outlined the constraints and inability to move this item forward.  There was no space to place a crossing and the land either side was not owned by Highways.
	

	
	7.9 “Norton” sign at Little Green.  Mr. Walton stated the sign, as requested by a member of the public, should be placed on the Norton Boundary before the Little Green sign to indicate it was entry into the parish of Norton which starts near Hardings Lane.  Mr. Walton proposed this site, Mr. Aket seconded.  All Councillors agreed this should be the site of a Norton Village sign.  The Clerk will email Mr. Lenko with this decision.                                                
	  Clerk

Mr. Lenko

	
	7.10 Platinum Jubilee and Torch Relay Review.  Mr. Etchells-Butler expressed thanks to Mr. Aket for a very successful weekend.  Mr. Aket reported a good turnout for the Quiz, the beacon and proclamation were well received, there were 6 open gardens, the Fayre had a very good atmosphere, a few street parties had taken place and the Church service was well attended.  Many houses in the village had been decorated. Mugs had been given to the school children and pre-school children, 27 to children in the village who did not attend the school, 6 given to people who had financed the mugs, 4 given as quiz prize, 67 had been sold at the Fayre.  Mr. Aket proposed that less the purchase cost, any surplus income from the mug donations and sale should be donated to the village hall as agreed at a previous meeting. Mr. Etchells-Butler seconded with all in agreement.  Mr. Aket expressed thanks to Mr. Walton and the Clerk for their help over the weekend.                          
	

	
	7.11 Grafitti at Village Hall and other areas in the village.   Mr. Etchells-Butler stated the recycling bins, youth shelter, basketball board and back door of the hall had been targeted, The CCTV had been viewed to discover it took place at 3.48am on a Sunday morning.  The individual had been picked up on CCTV and a description and details sent to the Police. An item will be placed in the Messenger and Facebook in case the individual is known locally. He expressed thanks to Mr. Walton for quickly cleaning off the graffiti.  Mr. Walton commented that Facebook messages felt there should be a wall for drawing on, and he had replied that any individual could seek planning and funding and take control that graffiti was of an acceptable nature.         
	

	8
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/02231
Three Poplars, The Street, Norton 
Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing) and re-building and re-roofing of existing lean-to to kitchen   
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/02628
Lavender Cottage, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of a single storey front extension.   
The Council had no objection to this application
	

	
	8.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/02740
Kitchi Rumah, Ashfield Road, Norton 
Proposal: Householder Application - Proposed single storey side extension, front porch, external link to existing garage, cladding added to existing rear extension and new single storey detached cartlodge   
The Council had no objection to the side extension, front porch, external link to garage and cladding.  
The Council did object to the cartlodge, feeling there needed to be consideration given to the existing street view and consideration to neighbouring properties.  The overall character of the area would be impinged upon. The three bungalows have an open street scene and the cartlodge would be detrimental to the overall appearance of the area and would be in front of the building line.
	

	
	8.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/21/05831
Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton 
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Change of use of barn to form 1No dwelling; Erection of a two storey extension and detached outbuildings (following demolition of existing) as amended by drawings received 31st May 2022.
Reason(s) for re-consultation: Amended Plans received 31st May 2022  

APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT - DC/21/05832
Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton 
Proposal: Application for Listed Building Consent - Works to facilitate change of use of barn to form 1No dwelling; Erection of a two storey extension and detached outbuildings (following demolition of existing) as described in Planning Statement.
Reason(s) for re-consultation: Amended Plans received 31st May 2022 
The Council objected to this application and considered the outbuildings create overdevelopment of the site, and will have a negative impact on adjacent properties due to their size and location.
The size and location of the outbuildings will detract from the historic value of the barn as a Listed Building
	

	
	8.5 NEW ROAD NAME
New Development at The Cotswolds, Ixworth Road Norton 
Parish Councillors to suggest a new road name(s) for the above development.
The developer had proposed Cotswold Court. Councillors did not favour Cotswold Court suggesting Platinum Close or Elizabeth Walk. The Clerk commented that Platinum Close had been turned down as a suggestion for the development opposite the village hall. 
Following further discussion, the Council still rejected Cotswold Court, and suggested the following which reflect the historical nature of the area or current events:
1. Meadow Acre/View. The field opposite the development was historically known as Two Acre Meadow showing on old maps of the village. This will reflect the historical name of the area.
2. Elizabeth Close/Drive/Walk. To reflect the platinum year of our Queen.  
3. Prince Philip Drive/Philip Drive.  To remember Prince Philip's death last year
	

Clerk

	
	8.6 PLANNING APPEAL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990  
APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78 Appeal Reference: APP/W3520/W/22/3295335
Rookery Farm, Ashfield Road, Norton. Appeal by: Mr & Mrs G Walton
Proposal: Planning Application. Erection of dwelling following demolition of existing buildings.  Appeal Start Date: 30/05/2022 
	

	
	8.7 Shepherd's Grove development
JAYNIC development proposal report from Walsham le Willows Parish Council.  Councillors agreed to express support for a joint working party and the Clerk suggested that an expression of support did not commit the Council. 
	Clerk

	9.
	FINANCE
	

	
	9.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:   
    Clerk’s salary  £227.26 cheque no522463                                                 LGA1972 s112
    HMRC £56.60 cheque no 522464                                                                                            LGA1972 s112
    Glasdon £174.58 cheque no 522465                                                    Litter Act 1983 ss 5,6
    John Adams £89.64 - invoice for plants cheque no522466                       LGA1972 s112
    MSDC, dog and litter bins emptying, £721.76 cheque no 522467       Litter Act 1983 ss 5,6 
    Mr. B.Aket, printing of Jubilee leaflets, £45.70 cheque no 522468                  LGA1972 s145
    D. Millyard £460.00 Cheque no 522469                Local Government (Misc. Provision) Act 1976 s19
	

	
	9.2 Additional leaflets advertising the Jubilee had been printed last minute with information circulated to all Councillors who were in agreement.
	

	
	9.3 Annual playground inspection.  Councillors agreed that the areas should be inspected and the Clerk will request they are added to Mid Suffolk’s plan.
	Clerk

	
	9.4 Resiting of Bin at top of playing field.  Mr. Lenko suggested resiting near the bottle bank.  The Clerk stated that during the summer months the van can get to the top of the field but the problem will arise during the winter months when the ground will be too soft. Mr. Walton commented that when the Hall plans take place this will change the area and this may be the time to rethink siting.  He offered to empty the bin during the winter months.  
	


Mr. Walton

	
	9.5 To receive budget statement. Received and approved  
	

	
	9.6 To receive update on Bus shelter.  Mr. Etchells-Butler circulated suggestions for a shelter costing between £1636 and £4000 +VAT.  This did not include delivery or installation.  Questions posed as to whether it should be enclosed and have sides, have seats, how many children use this area at the top of Thurston Road, and would the sizes shown be big enough. Comment made that this would solely benefit the school children as it is not a designated general bus stop. This will be discussed further at future meetings.                                 
	Mr. Etchells-Butler

	
	9.7 Review of advertising in Messenger.  As there appears to have been a decrease in advertisers and income received the Clerk was asked to get an update and views from the advertising manager. Although Facebook is used by some advertisers, those that use The Messenger felt newsletters were by far the best source of advertisement. Mr. Etchells-Butler asked Councillors to agree to a larger Messenger next month so photos of the Jubilee celebrations could be included. This was agreed. 
	Clerk

Mr. Etchells-Butler.

	
	9.8 SALC subscription review and increased subscription as from April 2023 - noted
	

	10
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	10.1 Mr. Walton reported hirings are good with most of the regulars having returned.  The building tenders have been prepared and set out to 4 contractors.  The CIL claim has been submitted for £85,000.
	

	11
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	11.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  Quotes are awaited from Playdale for new gates and swings and for the new site for the zip wire.  The playing field path has been repaired as agreed at a previous meeting. Mr. Walton mentioned the net on the basketball ring requires replacement.  Mr. Lenko will be informed.
	

Mr.Lenko

	
	11.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  Mrs. Long stated she had had a request for a roundabout on the site, so will investigate further.  The template for the sign is still awaited.
	Mrs. Long

	12
	ACTION PLAN
	

	
	12.1 To consider items for a future Action Plan.  The following were suggested for a future plan: Bus shelter, Signs showing footpath walks, Leaflets on footpaths, improving public engagement.  The Clerk will draft a new action plan for the next meeting.
	Clerk

	13.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 Clerks and Councils Direct - noted
	

	
	13.2 Spruce up of dog and litter bins throughout the joint district – noted.  It was commented that better use could have been made of funds.
	

	
	13.3 SPS, East Anglian Green – new pylons from Norwich to tilbury - noted
	

	
	13.4 Doorstep rogues are targeting Suffolk  - noted.  This item had been placed on FB.
	

	
	13.5 Fields in Trust How green is your neighbourhood?  - noted 
	

	
	13.6 Suffolk Enhanced bus Partnership - Passenger Working Group meeting 1/6 - noted
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mr. Walton commented that the street light on Church Lane corner is on all day.  The Clerk will report this.
	Clerk

	
	14.2 Mr. Aket commented that the Diversion sign at the top of Heath Road had been moved making it easier to exit onto the A1088
	

	
	14.3 Mr. Aket commented on the website as he could only access the old site. The Clerk reported she is in discussion with Lemon Booking, who set up the new site, to find out why there are problems. 
	Clerk

Agenda

	15
	To confirm the date of future meeting:
4th July 2022, 7.30pm
	

	16
	There being no further business the Meeting closed at 21.08
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