

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH JULY 2022
PRESENT: 
In the Chair: Mr. Etchells-Butler,
                       Mr. B. Aket, Mrs. S. Hill, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Walton. 
                       Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                    LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       County Councillor A. Mellen
                       District Councillors H. Richardson
                       One members of the public.
APOLOGIES: Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. T. Walker, 
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.    
                      District Councillor A. Davies

	1.
	Mr. Etchells-Butler welcomed all and in particular Mrs. Hill, newly coopted councillor, and reminded of the meeting protocol 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 none
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none  
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email.
Email from Tessa Mould re hedge and pathway.  The Clerk reported that the hedge has now been cut back.  The Council noted the comment about a pathway but felt at this time it would not be feasible.
Mr. Burt phoned the Council meeting to state the hole being dug for the additional tanks at the Service Station is in the wrong place to the approved planning permission.  The hole is close to his daughter’s boundary wall and house foundations.  The wall is starting to crack and being an old house the foundations are not deep or solid.  Councillor Richardson stated he would follow this up with the Planning Enforcement. Mr. Etchells-Butler agreed to see the garage manager.  
	






Mr. Etchells-Butler

Councillor Richardson

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Mr. Walton asked about the Stowlangtoft bridge and whether the road might be declassified from A to B during the time it is expected to complete the work.  Councillor Mellen stated the bridge would be reconstructed to take the full load weight, and during the work there was no indication that the A class road would change or the road weight limit would change upon completion of the bridge work.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson, Austin Davies – both noted.
Mr. Lenko commented on the commercial investments now making money.  Councillor Richardson stated these were industrial units and offices which could be private or public, but nothing residential, and since the easing of COVID there has been a gradual improvement in performance.
Mr. Aket enquired about the children’s holiday activities being based only at Sudbury, Stowmarket etc. which excluded use by those with transport problems. Councillor Richardson stated these activities were part of a series of pilots to find demand and availability of provider.  It could then be developed looking at cost and demand and in the future it could extend to villages such as Woolpit, Elmswell, Thurston. In the main school holidays it is funded by the Department of Education but delivered by Mid Suffolk so is dependent on budget and resources availability. Interest has been good so far.
	

	5.
	COOPTION
	

	
	5.1 The Clerk stated she had received a statement of interest from a local resident, so she will follow this up. 
	Clerk

	6.
	MINUTES
	

	
	6.1 To note and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th June 2022
Mr. Aket proposed acceptance, Mrs. Long seconded.  Minutes approved for signature
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Update on Church Lane – it was agreed that this item can be removed.
	

	
	7.2 Parish Council assistance with drainage problem in Church Lane.  Mr. Lenko felt the Council could undertake work to rectify this problem as it is clear this is not a priority for Highways.  Mr. Walton stated water runs from the top of the lane and any standing water does not run off the road into the adjacent ditches. He felt any work undertaken by the Council would set a precedent for other areas.  He commented that landowners have agreed to pipework taking the water onto their land.  Mr. Aket questioned liability for any work undertaken.
	

Agenda

	
	7.3 Welcome Pack - The Quote is still awaited.                                                                       
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.4 Messenger advertising.  Mrs. Bolus had replied with suggestions of how more advertisers could be enticed to The Messenger.  Mr. Etchells-Butler felt the pricing needs to be included in the Messenger. Mr. Walton commented on being proactive in marketing and perhaps advertising on Facebook that there is a space in the Messenger. Mr. Aket commented on Thurston Newsletter being full of adverts. Mr. Lenko agreed to speak with Mrs. Bolus.
	

Mr. Lenko

	
	7.5 Update on street lights – update still awaited from the new contractor. 
	

	
	7.6 “Norton” sign at Little Green. Mr. Johnstone has agreed to a large Welcome to Norton sign on his land, so Mr. Lenko will follow this up.                                                  
	Mr. Lenko

	
	7.7 Schedule of footpath cutting.  The Clerk had forwarded the schedule received from Rights of Way.  Several footpaths in the village have already been cut back.
	

	
	7.8 Website.  The Clerk reported the problems are still ongoing with the new design in that it does not show up clearly on the web.  She has other people checking to see what has gone wrong and will again get back to Lemonbooking who set up the site. She also stated that the old site has still not be made over to the Parish Council despite numerous requests.
	

Clerk

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/02902
Hill Farm Barn, Ashfield Road, Elmswell 
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Conversion and alterations to existing cartlodge to form 1No residential dwelling. 
As this application was not considered to be in the parish of Norton, the Council declined to comment.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/02777
Martindale, Halls Lane, Norton
Proposal: Planning Application - Erection of garaging and storage, with home office in loft space above. Solar array to South with two car charging points. 
The Council had no objection to this application, but requested a restriction or covenant be placed on the proposal to ensure it remains part of Martindale
	

	
	8.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/22/03091
Norton Pre-school Honeywood Corner, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Proposal: Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/17/04655 dated 28/95/2017. Town and Country Planning Act 1990.- To vary Condition 4 (Restriction of Working Times) - To change opening times from approved 8.00am - 18.00 to 7.30am -18.00 to support families.
The Council fully supported the removal of Condition 4 to change opening times.
	

	
	8.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/22/03220
Elmswell Park Stud, Elmswell, 
Proposal: Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following approval of 4451/16 dated 13/03/2017 Town and Country Planning Act 1990. - Erection of 2No dwellings. Remove Condition Number 3 (Occupation Restriction).
The Council requested that Condition 3 (Occupation Restriction) be retained and not removed.
	

	
	8.5 APPROVED CONDITIONS
DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Land Adjacent To Manor Lodge, Ashfield Road, Norton
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/20/00412 - Condition 2 (Materials), Condition 3 (Fenestration) and Condition 4 (Landscaping Scheme) 
	

	
	8.6 NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT APPROVED
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Brook Cottage, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Proposal: Application for a Non Material Amendment relating to DC/21/06622 - Reduction in extension and alterations to windows and doors.  
	

	
	8.7 Norton Rise 12 houses.  The site arose from a series of smaller applications put together creating a 12 house development site.  One site of 4 houses had been refused but granted on appeal.  Both Norton and Stowlangtoft had expressed concern at the creeping village boundary.  Mr. Walton stated this created 4 new entrances onto the A1088.  The Council will write to Planning expressing concern at the way this development has come about.
	

Clerk

	
	8.8 New build opposite Prospect Road, environmental issues and road safety.  Mrs. Long reported her concern at the way the hedging had been removed and the additional entrance dug out right up to the tarmac.  Although heras fencing had been put in place  at the entranceit left a large dangerous gap.  Apparently, the Police had been called and had spoken to the Contractors about the hedge removal.  Mr. Etchells-Butler felt the Council needed to be vigilant with future developments and ask for restrictions at the time of planning submission.
	

	9.
	MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT 2020
	

	
	9.1 To adopt LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct 2020.  Mr. Aket felt it was an affront for Councils to accept a Code of Conduct when Central Government did not appear to adhere to these rules. On a vote to adopt the new Code of Conduct it was 5 in favour with 1 against.  The motion to adopt was passed.
	

	10.
	FINANCE
	

	
	10.1To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
       Clerk’s salary  £227.26 cheque no 522470                                                                        LGA1972 s112
       HMRC £56.60  cheque no 522471                                                                                            LGA1972 s112
       Tenhats, June, £307.50  cheque no 522472                                                LGA1972 s142
       SALC, internal audit, £350.40  cheque no 522473                                                       LGA1972 s112
       Vertas, grounds maintenance. £296.46  cheque no 522474             Public Health Act 1875 s164
       ICO, £40   cheque no. 522475                                                                                                                    GDPR
	

	
	10.2 Thurston Library expansion and surrounding villages developments request for financial assistance for CIL bid.  Councillors supported the request but felt unable to offer financial help at this time.  The Clerk will send a letter of support to assist with their CIL bid.
	
Clerk

	
	10.3 The Clerk presented bank statements, showing Current Account at £38,246.51 and Business Account at £55,579.20. 
	

	
	10.4 The Clerk presented a Statement of Account from the Jubilee committee for the Jubilee weekend showing a profit from the quiz and raffle of £453.00, Mugs (donations and sale, less initial costs) profit of £217.50, a loss on the Fayre of £14.17, meaning overall donation to the village hall of £656.33. 
	

	
	10.5 To receive update on Bus shelter.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated the bus shelter will require a license, being classed as furniture on the highway, but the cost of the license is only known on completion of the submitted form.  Councillors agreed to the license being applied for.  Mr. Walton questioned whether planning permission will be required.                                  
	Mr. Etchells-Butler

	11.
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 Mr. Walton stated progress is being made on the tenders, two have been received and one is due shortly. It is hoped that a joint Council/Hall meeting can be called at the end of the month to decide on which to accept. The automatic fire shutters have been financed through locality funding. The doors are not being replaced at the moment and are on hold. Part of the car park will be used as a compound during building work meaning 5 spaces will be lost. Mr. Aket wondered if cars should be allowed to park on the grass when the work takes place. It is likely that the building will require a “tin hat” during the time of the build.  The Management Committee are meeting to analyse the bookings as some pre-covid booking have not returned, so there may be consideration to offer an incentive for hiring at less busy periods.  The Deed of Trust is being updated to a 2022 document with a change of trustees.
11.2 Borrowing approval application: Norton (Suffolk ALC) copy email from DLUHC to SALC stating there is currently a hold up with the borrowing approval.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall 
 Mr. Lenko agreed to get a new basketball net as requested, and confirmed the signs have been removed 
	Mr. Lenko

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  Mrs. Long stated she had received a request for a roundabout, costing around £5-£6000 but she will investigate exact costing for the next Council meeting.  The football nets require staking out again and Mr. Millyard agreed to stake out and has goal netting if needed. The goals are well used by both children and adults.   Mrs. Long commented on having matting under the swings instead of bark.  Mr. Lenko will bring information to the next meeting. 
	Mrs. Long



Mr.Lenko

	13
	ACTION PLAN
	

	
	13.1 To receive draft Action Plan. The Clerk presented the old Action Plan and had drafted a new Action Plan following suggestions from last meeting. Mrs. Smart has agreed to help with the big sign showing the village footpaths.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated the Village Hall upgrade and improvement to the Prospect Road play area should also be shown on the Action Plan.  
	

	14
	CORRESPONDENCE 
	

	
	14.1 Suffolk Enhanced Bus Partnership - Passenger Interest Working Group – powerpoint and notes - noted
	

	
	14.2 SALC AGM - Wednesday 20 July 2022 - 7 pm Virtual - noted
	

	
	14.3 Babergh & Mid Suffolk Parking Strategy Roadshow events, online survey and more - noted
	

	
	14.4 Suffolk Wildlife Trust West Suffolk Wildlife Group Events coming up in July - noted
	

	
	14.5 Sizewell C – Update – noted.
	

	
	14.6 UK Shared Prosperity Fund Engagement - noted
	

	
	14.7 Cambridge Maths School: Consultation - noted
	

	
	14.8 Suffolk Community Awards 2022 - noted
	

	
	14.9 Babergh Mid Suffolk Corporate Peer Challenge Review  - noted
	

	
	14.10 Suffolk Wildlife Group - upcoming events - noted
	

	
	14.11 Rural Transport Conversation Friday 22 July -noted
	

	
	14.12 Speed limit signs in Norton.  Comments from a member of the public noted and Mr. Sedgwick’s reply.
	

	15
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	15.1 Mr. Walton felt the Council should once again try for a 20mph speed limit along The Street, particularly near the school.  The Clerk presented the outline requirements as forwarded by the County Councillor.  She agreed to circulate this to all Councillors for the next agenda.
	Clerk

Agenda

	
	15.2 Mr. Etchells-Butler stated he would place an advert in the Messenger for more volunteers for the speedwatch programme.
	

	
	15.3 The Clerk had received a request for a walking group to park 3 cars at the village hall.  The Councillors felt this would be acceptable.
	

	16
	To confirm the date of future meeting:  1st August 2022, 7.30pm
Mr. Etchells-Butler presented his apologies for this meeting.
	

	17
	There being no further business the Meeting closed at 21.00
	











[bookmark: _GoBack]4th July 2022                                    223/22               Signed …………………………………………….
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