

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2022
PRESENT:
In the Chair: Mr. B.Aket, 
                       Mrs. T. Long, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. T. Walker, Mr. G. Walton. 
                       Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                            LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       County Councillor A. Mellen

APOLOGIES: Mrs. J. Tottie. Mr. Etchells-Butler, Mr. R. Lenko.
The Council consented to accept the apology and reason received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.
                       District Councillor A. Davies                       
                       District Councillor H. Richardson
	1.
	Mr. Aket welcome Councillors to the meeting.
	

	
	Mr. Aket informed Councillors of the resignation of Mrs. Tottie on medical grounds, which means the Council now has two vacancies to fill.
	

	
	Mr. Aket informed the Councillors of discussions in the village as to how as a Parish support could be given to Ukraine and there was a meeting recently to discuss this.  He felt sure the Council would support and do whatever it could to help. 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email.
Email received concerning Heras Fencing at top of playing field – see item 6.8
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
· Ukraine – He informed that a visa application triggers notification to the Council.  The DBS check will be done by SCC and the Home check by Mid Suffolk.  The hold-up would appear to be with the Home Office. Mr. Aket enquired about provision from the Authority for children where the village school is full, and whether exceptions will be made, as there is likely to be response from residents whose children are bused to other schools as the village school is full. Councillor Mellen agreed to seek the response to this question. 
· SCC had applied for additional funding for bus back better, but heard that unfortunately there would be no additional funding for more buses.  Mrs. Long commented that she had heard a bus pass could be used for a taxi if there are no buses, but was informed this was not the case.
· Church Lane has had 2-3 potholes repaired. 
· School Close repairs are hopeful for 6-8 weeks.  Mr. Aket felt the school may also have reported the problem.
· Crossing – Speaking with the Community Engineer Councillor Mellen was informed there appeaed to be problems with the area opposite The Dog due to underground services in the verges. However, the Engineer has promised to carry out a survey of the area for any feasible sites.
· Mr. Aket enquired when there would be permanent signage for Bridge Farm at Stowlangtoft.  Councillor Mellen agreed to enquire.  He stated he had been told that time had been taken to source the signage.
Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson, Austin Davies – reports noted.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To note and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2022.
Minutes approved for signature.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Update on Church Lane and School Close – see Councillor Mellen’s report
	

	
	6.2 Welcome Pack – Mr. Walton stated there had been a poor level of response for information                                                                         
	Mr. Walton

	
	6.3 Wildlife Area – update at next meeting.                                                                          
	

	
	6.4 Update on street lights – an updated quote is awaited.  Councillor Mellen agreed to enquire again. 
	

	
	6.5 Platinum Jubilee.  Mr. Aket stated the mugs had been received and will be distributed to children at the school and in preschool, plus a list of 15 children in the village that go to other schools.  The quiz evening has been confirmed with the lighting of the beacon at 9pm.  Mr. Walton commented on risk assessment and Health and Safety with the beacon, having heard that a number of villages had rejected lighting a beacon, instead using a raised beacon and lighting bonfires in a prominent place in the village.  He stated there were a number of conditions listed on the Jubilee website.  He felt red barrier fencing would be required to ensure public safety.  Mr. Walton further enquired about insurance cover (which will be checked) and about a licence from the Local Authority.  On Friday will be the Open Gardens and on Friday afternoon the Children will do a concert in the village hall. On the Saturday there will be a fair, but currently a children’s sports organizer is required.  All village organization have been asked to do a stall with the Salvation Army doing refreshments.  There will be a display of old cars on the field. In the evening a family dance social had been planned, but unfortunately the band is no longer available.  Mr. Sedgwick stated he may be able to find another band, or a DJ, or he may be able to do the music on his own.  It was felt another band may be too expensive, and the cost of the dance with a fish and chip supper may be too expensive for families. Comment made that starting the dance at 7pm would exclude families.  Mr. Walker enquired whether to concentrate on the fair and perhaps cancel the evening event.  Mr. Walton felt that as families would be there for the fair the music event could perhaps run on at 4pm in the hall.  Mr. Walton further suggested having a fish and chip van or burger van on site selling, and not have a commitment from the public for a supper.  After further discussion, Mr. Aket felt the consensus was to cancel the evening event which would allow people to watch the TV concert. An amended Saturday programme will be put on Facebook.  Street parties will take place on Sunday, with residents to organize themselves.  On Sunday afternoon there will be a joint church service on the field at 4pm.  
	

	
	6.6 Annual Village Litter Pick – date agreed as 14th May at 9am.  Mr. Walker will designate areas when the number of volunteers are known. The information has been placed on Facebook.                                             
	Mr. Walker

	
	6.7 Facebook page for Parish Council.  Mr. Walker has set this up and forwarded log in details to all Councillors.  He felt perhaps three Councillors should agree the information being put on as being Council information.                                          
	Mr. Walker

	
	6.8 Situation regarding Heras panels on Playing field and decision on management.  Mr. Walton stated he had tidied them up and taken one load away but the problem will be a deadline to collect from his yard.  He enquired whether after storage at the farm for 6 weeks the items could be sold if not collected.  Because of ownership it was felt disposal would not be advisable. Mr. Walton stated he would store for 6 weeks and if not collected he would take back to the playing field as he would be unable to store any longer.  The Clerk agreed to speak with Mr. Sadler.  Councillors agreed to this course of action.
	Mr. Walton

Clerk

	
	6.9 Update on Road crossing – see Councillor Mellen’s report 
	

	
	6.10 Festival of Suffolk - Get involved in the Torch Relay nominate. The Clerk confirmed that Mrs. Allum had been shocked to be suggested but willing for her name to be submitted for the torch relay.
	

	
	6.11 The broken sign in Thurston Road has been removed.   
	

	7.
	COOPTION
	

	
	The Clerk reminded that this vacancy can now be filled by cooption.
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	OBJECTION 
Planning permission DC/21/06333  Land Off A14, Elmswell.  Full Planning Application - Development of a petrol filling station, a drive-thru restaurant and coffee shop, together with various infrastructure and landscaping works.  
	

	
	DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Land At Common Corner, Ashfield Road, Norton. Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/20/05106- Condition 7 (Details of Accesses) and Condition 9 (Construction Management Plan)  
	

	
	DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Land At Common Corner, Ashfield Road, Norton 
Proposal: Application for Discharge of Conditions for DC/20/05106- Condition 4 (Archaeological Written Investigation), Condition 5 (Archaeological Works) and Condition 10 (Landscaping Details). APPROVED CONDITION(S):4. PART 2 - ACTION REQUIRED PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT - ARCHAEOLOGICAL WRITTEN INVESTIGATION 
	

	
	PLANNING APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78
Appeal Reference: APP/W3520/W/21/3283837
Land South Of Little Owl Lodge, Ashfield Road, Norton, Appeal by: Mrs Rebecca Jennings. Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No 3-bed dwelling with parking and access.  Appeal Start Date: 10/03/2022  
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment: 
      Central Design Ceramics Ltd £1497.00, cheque no 522395                         LGA1972 s145
      Clerk’s salary  £227.26 cheque no 522396                                                   LGA1972 s112
      HMRC £56.60 cheque no 522397                                                                 LGA1972 s112
      SCC, Street lighting £2720.68 cheque no 522398 
                                                                                                                            Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
      Dan Millyard £70.00 cheque no 522450                           Local Government (Misc. Provision) Act 1976 s19
      SCC, SID posts, £190.00 cheque no 522451                                     Highways Act 1980 s274A
      Mr. R. Lenko, 30mph sign, £10.70 cheque no 522452                      Highways Act 1980 s274A
      Bulstrodes, platinum flags, £46.99 cheque no 522453                                                   LGA1972 s145
      SALC, subscription, £398.04 cheque no 522454                                           LGA1972 s112 
      EACH, £50.00, cheque no 522455                                                                                                 LGA1972 s137
	

	
	9.2 To receive EOY March 2022 balance sheet statement – noted.
	

	
	9.3 To receive CIL Expenditure Report EOY 31 March 2022. - noted
	

	
	9.4 To receive budget statement – received and approved
	

	
	9.5 To consider Dog bin/litter bin in Halls Lane - location and cost. 
Mr. Walton stated he had met with Mr. Honeywood who had agreed to the siting of a bin at the end of barn where 3 footpaths meet.  Mr. Walton proposed purchase of a bin, which was agreed by all Councillors.                 
	Clerk

	
	9.6 To receive request for financial assistance from EACH.  Mr. Aket propsed a donation of £50, seconded by Mr. Walton and agreed by all Councillors.
	

	
	9.7 To receive update on Bus shelter – cost and location – no update.                                  
	

	10
	VILLAGE HALL 
10.1 To discuss any adjustments to the application Documents for submission to the local County Association for review and scrutiny.  The Councillors agreed for the application to be sent to SALC for scrutiny.
	

Clerk

	
	10.2 To nominate a Councillor to serve on the Village Hall Management Committee according to the deed of trust.  Mr. Walker questioned the role of a Councillor on the VHC.  It was suggested Mr. Walton could represent the Parish Council.
	

	
	10.3 To receive update from the joint Parish Council/Village Hall working group to oversee the village hall expansion project. – no update.
	

	11
	NEIGHBOURHOOD/SPEEDWATCH UPDATE – no update.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall. Mr. Lenko is investigating the scrubland site at the top of the field as an alternative site for the Zip wire and will discuss with Playdale 
	Mr. Lenko

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  Mrs. Long stated all was in good order.  The trampoline has had an extra drainage trench put in.  She stated the swing chains and goal post fixing is still required.  Mr. Millyard will be reminded of these outstanding jobs. Mr. Walton has a draft for the dog sign and will ask Mrs. Long to approve before obtaining a price.
Mrs. Long stated that Mid Suffolk had no objection to the area being fenced but were unable to fund this.
	Clerk

Mr.Walton

	
	12.3  Mr. Lenko stated he had asked Mr. Millyard about repairing the path around the playing field which is a trip hazard.  Quote received from Mr. Millyard for £365.00.  Councillors approved the work and asked for it to take place during school holidays.
	Clerk

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE 
	

	
	13.1 Local cycling and walking infrastructure plan - noted
	

	
	13.2 Planter received from MSDC.  The Clerk confirmed receipt of another planter which will be sited in School Close.
	

	
	13.3 Community Governance Review – noted.
	

	
	13.4 Clerks & Councils Direct - noted
	

	
	Reminder – Annual Parish Meeting on 25th April 7.30pm at Baptist Church
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 Mrs. Smart is producing a proof footpath leaflet to come to the Council for approval.
	

	
	14.2 Comment made about a sign for ‘Norton’ prior to the Norton Little Green sign.  It may need to be placed on Mr. Black’s land, so Mr. Lenko will speak with him.
	Mr.Lenko

	15
	To confirm the date of future meeting:
9th May 2022, 7.30pm – AGM of Parish Council followed by Monthly meeting.
NB second Monday of the month due to Bank Holiday.
	

	16
	Close of the Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.05
	





[bookmark: _GoBack]9th May 2022                                       206/22               Signed …………………………………………….
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