

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGE HELD ON 3RD OCTOBER 2022
PRESENT: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the Chair: Mr. D. Etchells-Butler 
                        Mrs. S. Hill, Mr. R. Lenko, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton,
                        Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                       LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                        
                        County Councillor A. Mellen
                           One member of the public.

APOLOGIES: Mr. B. Aket, Mr. T. Walker.
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                          District Councillor A. Davies
                          District Councillor H. Richardson

	1.
	Mr. Etchells-Butler reminded of the meeting protocol
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) Declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b)Declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c) Requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Mrs. Smith again expressed concern about the reduction in the bus service for Norton reiterating the problem of getting to Bury without a car.  Councillor Mellen stated SCC will bid again next year for funding, but currently the private company was finding the route unviable due to passenger numbers.  It was suggested Facebook could be used to instigate a car share opportunity as well as a self help system.  As a Turners minibus is parked in Norton during the day it was asked whether the firm would consider setting up a service to Bury.  Emails from other Councils have shown they are also having problems and Elmswell stated they were investigating a Community bus and would keep Norton PC informed.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Mrs. B. Stiff was concerned about an overgrown hedge in Prospect Road. Mrs. Long stated she had followed this up with Mid Suffolk and the hedge had been cut back. Mr. Walton commented the conifer hedge in Prospect Road is overgrown, the hedge along the A1088 at the layby is overgrown and obscuring the road sign and causing the school bus to stop out into the road, and a hedge down Heath Road was a problem.

Hannah Neve emailed concerning Walking and cycling connections from Norton to Elmswell and Thurston. Councillor Richardson had replied to her that MSDC had adopted a new Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan but this was still in early development with the aim to use CIL money and other central government funding to implement going forward but this would take time.
· Members of the pubic – to receive questions submitted via Facebook - none                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen – noted.  He commented on money being available for the warm home initiative.  
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson, Austin Davies – noted.
Councillor Richardson confirmed that the planning application for the Euro-garage at the Woolpit interchange had been rejected.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	To note and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 5th September 2022.  Mrs. Long proposed acceptance, Mr Lenko seconded. Minutes approved for signature.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Parish Council assistance with drainage problem in Church Lane. 
Mr. Lenko and Mr. Walton plan to meet with contractor later in the month to discuss what is required so a costing can be put together.
	Mr. Walton
Mr. Lenko

	
	6.2 Welcome Pack - ongoing                                                                         
	

	
	6.3 Parish Trees, Hedgerows and Wildflowers Scheme 2022.  Mrs. Hill had met with Liz Adams and a plan drawn up.  She is awaiting confirmation from Richard Parmee so preparation work can commence.  Mrs. Adams will contact Mr. Parmee and the Clerk will also write to him.      
	

Clerk

	
	6.4 Mr. Etchells-Butler commented on how good the planters at the garage looked and for a formal letter of thanks be given to Mr. Adams.
	Clerk

	
	6.5 Messenger discussion update.    Mr. Etchells-Butler stated he had had a meeting with the editor and village distributor to discuss streamlining the collection and delivery to villagers.  The Magazines will now be delivered straight to the editor for collection by Mr. Wilding to take to the delivery volunteers. It is anticipated this will mean the Messenger is delivered to households quicker.  Mr. Etchells-Butler stated a further streamline could be for the editor to send items straight to the printer rather than to Mr. Jones who forwards on to the printer, but this was not taken forward, but Mr. Walton stated they are printed by Tenhats whose prices are competitive.  Mr. Walton stated the Council minutes being full size had been well received by villagers.                                              
	

	
	6.6 Water pump for allotments.  A better pump is needed which is being investigated.  Meanwhile the Clerk will ask Tostock which pump they use and also the Borehole installer to see if he could recommend a pump.  Mr. Walton stated he could hire a diaphragm pump for a one day trial to ascertain if this is successful.                                                     
	
Clerk

Mr. Walton

	
	6.7 Assistance to residents – winter warmth etc.  The Clerk read out the proposal from the Baptist Church to open one morning during the week to allow villagers to meet in a warm environment for coffee and chat, suggesting Mondays 10-12 in the first instance.  The Chapel asked the Council to consider a donation towards the heating.  Councillors approved a donation of £10 a day to go towards the heating expense.  Mrs. Long stated she is volunteering with the Salvation Army at their Thursday morning lunch to encourage villagers to meet in a warm place.  The SA have funding for a winter warmth project but are short on volunteers. Mr. Walton stated the use of the village hall would not be possible as their hirings would suffer and they would need volunteers to run it. It was mentioned whether FB could be used to ask for volunteers for these initiatives.  The Baptist Church and SA proposals will be published, but it is currently unknown how many villagers will take this up. Mr. Walton was concerned that these initiatives receive good publicity. 
	
Clerk







Mr. Walker

	
	6.8 Street Cleaner. The Clerk confirmed the advert had been placed in The Messenger.
	Clerk

	
	6.9 Engagement with Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  Mr. Walton commented on the Trust reserve close by, and felt there should be better proactive engagement between young people, the village, the school and SWT.                                  
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1Address management 
SN/22/00315/SN - The Old Forge Ixworth Road Norton.  MSDC confirmed that the developer had agreed to Old Forge Close for this new development.
	

	8.
	SPEEDWATCH
8.1 Update on Speedwatch.  Mr. Etchells-Butler commented on the commitment of Andrew Stone who is out 4-5 times a week.  More sites had been looked at with just two being approved by the Police – one at Little Haugh entrance and Mr. Bauer’s Driveway at the small layby. Extra signs had been obtained from the Police.  He felt more volunteers would be beneficial. There had been a confrontation at The Gardens when a motorist had been recorded speeding, but this had now been sorted as the landowner had agreed to this area being used.  He stated it is useful to have 3 volunteers each time the team are out, but with Police approval only 2 are required if one is an experience speedwatcher.
	

	
	8.2 To confirm purchase of second speed gun and one case with funding from the Locality Budget of Councillor Mellen and Councillor Richardson.  The additional guns will allow more sites to be used at any one time in various places in the village, and the ability to track speed in either direction.  
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
    Clerk’s salary  £227.26 Cheque no 522486                                               LGA1972 s112
    HMRC £56.60 cheque no 522487                                                              LGA1972 s112
    A.Dowds, car park lights £56.44 cheque no 522488                                Parish councils act 1857 s3
    G. Walton, graffiti cleaning and posts, £113.76 cheque no 522489 
                                                                                                                                                               Public Health Act 1875 s164
    Tenhats, August, £315.00 and September £258.00 cheque no 522490           LGA1972 s142
    Dan Millyard, Play area repairs, £140 cheque no 522491 
                                                                                                                           Local Government (Misc. Provision) Act 1976 s19
    PKF Littlejohn, external audit, £360.00 cheque no 522492                        LGA1972 s112
    Speedwatch, Bushell Speed Gun and case, £270.97 cheque no 522493
                                                                                                            Highways Act 1980 s274A
    Vertas, grass cutting, £296.46 cheque no 522494                        Public Health Act 1875 s164
    St Andrew’s Church, churchyard, £450.00 cheque no522495               LGA 1972 s214(6)
	

	
	9.2 To consider annual grant to Norton Church for the upkeep of the churchyard.  The Clerk stated the budget had earmarked £450 this year to the churchyard upkeep.  Councillors agreed to this donation.                                                            LGA 1972 s214(6)
	

	
	9.3 To Confirm receipt of second precept instalment of £12,500.00 - noted
	

	
	9.4 To receive budget statement – noted and approved.
	

	
	9.5 To Confirm receipt of £200 from CC locality budget and £265.52 from MSDC Locality Fund. The Clerk confirmed receipt of both amounts towards two speed guns.
	

	
	9.6 To confirm Recycling claim submitted and received, £550.14.  - Noted
	

	
	9.7 To receive External Auditor Report. Councillors approved the report.
	

	
	9.8 Update on Bus shelter. Mr. Etchells-Butler stated he is still awaiting the required licence from SCC.  He asked Councillor Mellen to chase this up with the department and agreed to forward details to him.
	Mr. Etchells-Butler

	10.
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	10.1 Update on Borrowing approval application.  The Clerk confirmed that after amendments recommended by Mr. Etchells-Butler and Mr. Walker the application had been submitted to the Levelling Up Department.
	

	
	10.2 Update from Village Hall on project progress – Mr. Walton stated CIL has earmarked £100,000 and £20,000 from another pot of money, but this is dependent on the PWLB approval.  This means that the September deadline has been missed and it is likely the November deadline will be missed.  There are two other grants available (one for £40,000 and one for £50,000) also dependent upon the PWLB application.  The architect has asked about the quotes received saying they were valid for 3 months and due to expire soon.
	

	11.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	11.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  Mr. Lenko stated that at the recent play area course matting was not considered to be beneficial and bark was the best safety surface.  Mr. Walton felt a self-help day with volunteers to tidy and rake the area could be a way forward and then more bark used to top up.  Mr. Lenko stated the zip wire will be in the region of £15,000, but he also mentioned climbing walls, climbing frames and boulders for the older children. The Course recommended that equipment must be professionally installed to safeguard against insurance claim.  Councillors felt the zip wire should be pursued as the preferred option.  
Quote for replacement gates is still awaited.                                                                             
	Mr. Lenko

Clerk




Mr. Lenko

	
	11.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  As matting is not considered suitable additional bark will be obtained.  The signs are not yet ready.  The swings need the frames to be painted, so Mrs. Long will get this undertaken. The Council agreed to this being undertaken.  As the stakes caused a problem for the grass cutter the chap had pulled them out. The nets will be taken down during the winter.
	

Mrs. Long

	12.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	12.1 Arrangements for Remembrance Day 13th November at 9.45am.  Mr. Etchells-Butler confirmed the wreath had been purchased. He will confirm arrangements with Rev. Valentine.                              
	

	
	12.2 Coronation arrangements.  Mr. Aket had offered to coordinate arrangements when the date is finally confirmed.  Mr. Walton stated comment had been made to him to have a big screen in the hall or on the playing field to make it a village celebration.                                                        
	 Mr. Aket

	
	12.3 Mid Suffolk Empty Homes - noted
	

	
	12.4 Solar Together Suffolk, SCC - noted
	

	
	12.5 Suffolk Wildlife Day Conservation Day and A.G.M. 2022 - noted
	

	
	12.6 Citizens Advice AGM - 12 October 2022 at 2.00 pm - noted 
	

	
	12.7 MSDC Tree Canopy Survey - noted
	

	
	12.8 Suffolk Recycles Autumn newsletter - noted
	

	
	12.9 Overgrown hedges on A1088 and Heath Road – see public forum.                            
	

	
	12.10 SWT latest newsletter. - noted
	

	13
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	13.1 Mr. Morgan asked for an update on the bus shelter and whether one is needed as the bus service has been reduced. It was confirmed that a licence is still required, but no firm decision had been made.  Mr. Morgan stated his opposition to this project.
	

	
	13.2 Mr. Morgan asked who was responsible for the speed in general on the A1088.  It was confirmed this would come under the Police and Highways.
	

	14
	To confirm the date of future meeting:  7th November 2022, 7.30pm
	

	15
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.11.
	






7th November 2022                               238/22               Signed …………………………………………….




NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGE HELD ON 3% OCTOBER 2022
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