NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1ST AUGUST 2022

PRESENT: 
In the Chair: Mr. B. Aket
                       Mrs. S. Hill, Mr. R. Lenko, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. T. Walker, Mr. G. Walton. 
                       Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                           LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                       Three members of the public.
APOLOGIES: Mr. E. Butler-Smith
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons received, which will be recorded in the attendance register.    
                      District Councillors H. Richardson and A. Davies
                        County Councillor A. Mellen

	1.
	Mr. Aket welcomed all and reminded of the meeting protocol
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on agenda and their nature inc.gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b)To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
· Members of the public to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance
Mrs. Smith and Mr. Flannagan informed the Council that as from September the Norton bus (Stowmarket to Bury) would only run during term time as a school bus.  There would be no weekend bus cover. This would have a big impact on villagers getting into town for shopping or work or hospital appointments.  They have contacted the bus company who have not replied.  Mr. Aket stated he had contacted the County Councillor asking him to follow this up as a matter of urgency and had received a reply that it was a commercial decision by Stephensons with no involvement by the SCC. All Councillors expressed sympathy to the problem and agreed to do what they could. Mr. Walker agreed to place an item on the Facebook page to inform villagers of the bus changes.   
Following a number of comments on Facebook, Mrs. Smart outlined to the Council how the Speedwatch volunteers carry out the checks and she confirmed the sites were chosen by the Police not the speedwatch team. She stated long sleeved hivis jackets were worn to ensure volunteers were visible and safe. Anyone holding the speed gun had to stand still in order for the gun to register speed. The team are currently out three times a week and any motorist getting caught three times triggers a visit by the Police.  She stated the volunteers share the same concern about reducing speeding in the village.  All Councillors stated their full support for the Speedwatch team and the excellent work they are doing. The Council felt that individual comments on Facebook should not be replied to but Mr. Walker agreed to draft a general educational reply for either FB or the Messenger outlining the role of speedwatch and the Councils support.     
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email- none
	









Mr. Walker










Mr. Walker

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION - written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen - noted
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson, Austin Davies – noted.
	

	5.
	COOPTION
	

	
	5.1 To consider cooption to the Council Vacancy.  The Clerk stated the person who had expressed an interest had now withdrawn.  Mr. Aket felt it was too late to try and fill this vacancy due to the elections in May 2023.
	

	6.
	MINUTES
	

	
	6.1 To note and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th July 2022
Mr. Lenko proposed acceptance, Mrs. Long seconded.  Minutes approved for signature
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	7.1 Parish Council assistance with drainage problem in Church Lane. Mr. Lenko felt it was important for the Council to undertake this work to prevent more damage to the road and the tarmac breaking up, as the Church is an important facility for the village.  Water runs from the top of Church Lane towards the Church where it gathers in the road.  To put drainage pipes on to the adjoining land would be relatively minor work. Mr. Walton commented that usually SCC own 1.5 metres of verge but this is not the case in Church Lane. However, landowners had agreed to pipes running onto their land. Mr. Walker enquired about responsibility for the maintenance of any work.  Mr. Walton and Mr. Lenko agreed to put together a specification for the work in order for estimates to be obtained.
	Mr. Lenko


Mr. Walton.

	
	7.2 Welcome Pack awaiting quote                                                                         
	Mr. Walton

	
	7.3 Messenger advertising. Mr. Lenko has followed this point up with Mrs. Bolus.
	

	
	7.4 “Norton” sign at Little Green.  Mr. Lenko confirmed the sign has been ordered and will be placed on land near the boundary.                                                
	

	
	7.4 Website – update awaited from Lemon Booking. 
	

	
	7.5 20mph speed limit along The Street.  The Clerk had forwarded details and process to apply for a modification to the speed limit.  Contents noted.                                                                                 
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION –
Norton Service Station, Woolpit Road, Norton - DC/22/03409
Proposal: Planning Application. Amendment to existing approval (DC/21/04801) in order to supply and fit 2no new underground fuel tanks. 
As work is already underway the Council felt committed to approve this application.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
15 Prospect Road, Norton, - DC/22/03468
Erection of two storey side and part single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing single storey structure). 
The Council approved the application.
	

	
	8.3 APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT 
Manor Lodge, Ashfield Road, Norton,  DC/22/02193
Application for Listed Building Consent - Repoint South and West elevation walls with lime mortar and replace 2No. ground floor windows to West elevation 
The Council approved the application.
	

	
	8.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
April Cottage, Ashfield Road, Norton - DC/22/03513
Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of a single storey garage (following demolition of existing)
The Council approved the application.
	

	
	8.5 GRANTED
Kitchi Rumah, Ashfield Road, Norton,  DC/22/02740
Erection of single storey side extension, front porch, external link to existing garage, cladding added to existing rear extension 
Norton Pre-school Honeywood Corner, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/22/03091
Application under S73 for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission DC/17/04655 dated 28/95/2017. Town and Country Planning Act 1990.- To vary Condition 4 (Restriction of Working Times) - To change opening times from approved 8.00am -18.00 to 7.30am -18.00 to support families.  

Lavender Cottage, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/22/02628
Erection of a single storey front extension 

Three Poplars, The Street, Norton, DC/22/02231
Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing) and re-building and re-roofing of existing lean-to to kitchen  
	

	
	8.6 The Cotswolds development.  Mid Suffolk confirmed the name Meadow Acre had been approved for this development. 
	

	9.
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	9.1To receive Update from Andrew Stone.  A detailed report received and circulated from Mr. Stone outlining the team members, approved sites, activity, and the need for more volunteers to be proactive as a visible deterrent to speeding. 
	

	
	9.2 To note correspondence from Mr. Catchpole on speeding at the Ixworth end of the village and reply by Mr. Etchells-Butler outlining the fact that designated speed watch sites have to be approved by the Police and meet certain criteria. 
	

	
	9.3 To consider purchase of additional speed gun.  Mr. Etchells-Butler asked the Council to consider purchase of a second speed gun for the volunteers.  The Council agreed in principle, but asked the Clerk to contact Mr. Stone for his advice regarding approval from the Police and calibration of the gun. 
	Clerk

	10.
	FINANCE
	

	
	10.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:   
        Clerk’s salary  £227.26 cheque 522476                                                   LGA1972 s112
        HMRC £56.60 cheque 522477                                                                 LGA1972 s112
       Tenhats, July, £242.00 cheque 522478                                                     LGA1972 s142
        Dowds, Car park floodlights, £240 cheque 522479                     Parish councils act 1857 s3
        Clerks and Councils direct, subscription £12.00 cheque 522480           LGA1972 s112
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]10.2 To review Insurance cover.  The Clerk had forwarded full details of the insurance cover and required Councillors to review review and approve adequate cover.  Councillors accepted and confirmed appropriate cover.
	

	
	10.3 To receive budget statement and Receipts and Payments reconciliation. Reviewed and approved.
	

	
	10.4 To receive amended Fixed Assets Register.  Received and approved.
	

	11.
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 To receive updated 2022 Declaration of Trust. Received and noted.
	

	
	11.2 Borrowing approval application: to receive initial assessment and request for more information, and reply from SALC.  The Clerk confirmed that certain parts of the application had come back as only partially satisfied.  The previously approved resolution will need to be altered, reapproved and minuted by the Council. She agreed to get the rest of the information together for approval by the Council before sending off to the Levelling Up Dept.  Tenders have been received so will need to be attached. If needed, Mr. Walker agreed to help with the redrafting of the queries. 
	Clerk
Mr. Etchells-Butler
Mr. Walker

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  Mr. Lenko reported that the proposed site for the zip wire will require a large tree to be taken down, so he felt another site should be investigated.  Mr. Walton asked if it could be sited on the field itself.  Quotes for new gates and surfacing were still awaited. Mr. Lenko requested that Vertas be asked to cut the area under the monkey bars, to which the Council agreed.  Mr. Lenko commented he had signed up for a refresher play area course.       
	Mr. Lenko


Clerk

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  Mrs. Long requested matting under the swings and Mr. Walton felt this could be incorporated when the matting under the swings in the village play area is undertaken.  She stated Mr. Millyard will check the goal netting for a better way to secure it to the ground. Quotes were still awaited for the signs.  She felt that the proposed roundabout could be put on hold for the moment. 
	
Mrs. Long

	13.
	ACTION PLAN
	

	
	13.1 The Clerk forwarded an updated draft Action Plan. - noted
	

	14
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1 Community Consultation event re Jaynic shepherds grove – 21st July - noted
	

	
	14.2 SWT Speak up for wildlife in the West Suffolk Local Plan - noted
	

	
	14.3 Short Term Holiday Lets Policy Consultation Briefing NALC response to DCMS.  Views required by 30 August.  Noted
	

	
	14.4 District Council update on Active Travel & offer from Cycling UK - Noted
	

	
	14.5 Clerks & Councils Direct – noted.
	

	
	14.6 Parish Trees, Hedgerows and Wildflowers Scheme 2022.  Following the success of this scheme in 2021, the scheme will be repeated by Mid Suffolk in 2022.  In addition to trees and hedging, wildflower seed mixes are being offered to increase the number of wildflowers in the district.  Mr. Walker suggested a wildflower area at the side of the playing field to which Councillors agreed.  Mr. Walton stated the area would need to be mowed and work carried out before a wild flower area could be planted.  He stated he would do the work if required, in conjunction with help from a working party one Saturday morning. Mrs. Hill agreed to investigate and take this project on and complete the application form if the area looked viable.
Mr. Walton wished to commend Mr. Miles for his diligence in watering the new trees during the dry weather and stated most appear to have survived.  
	

Mrs. Hill

	15
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	15.1  Mr. Walton reminded about advertising for a village street cleaner
	Clerk

	
	15.2 Mr. Walker enquired about Parish Council support of parishioners during the current energy crisis, ie through voluntary work, fundraising or arranging help in some form.  Unfortunately it was felt this did not come under the Council’s powers
	

	
	15.3 Mr. Walker commented on using Facebook to engage more with the village.  He will put together a survey for villagers, but will circulate to Councillors to agree to beforehand.
	Mr. Walker

	
	15.4 Mr. Aket commented on the lack of information concerning the decision on the Hawes Lane development.
	

	16
	To confirm the date of next meeting:
5th September 2022, 7.30pm
	

	17
	There being no further business the Meeting closed at 20.32
	





5th September 2022                                  227/22               Signed …………………………………………….
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