NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8TH APRIL 2024

PRESENT:  IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko,  Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, , Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)     
                                                                                                                                      LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               County Councillor A. Mellen
                               District Councillor D. Bradbury.
                               One member of the public
  APOLOGIES:    Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. N. Winstanley
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.   
                               District Councillor A. Davies.

	1.
	Welcome to all and protocol reminder.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 – none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Email received with request for a memorial bench. Councillors agreed in principle but requested details and site for bench.  Invitation to be given to attend the next meeting of the Council to discuss further.
Doors to Noticeboard at Village Hall. As another door does not shut securely suggestion received to have a locking mechanism.  Mr. Walton outlined various remedies and locking mechanisms which could be used.  He further suggested two doors could be lockable and one open for public use.  To be discussed further after investigation.
Outsider link on website.  Councillors rejected this request.
Village Sign. Mrs.Hill stated she had been told it required cleaning or repainting.
	



Clerk
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	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen.  Councillor Mellen noted that School Close had at last been resurfaced.  Mrs. Hill commented that the disabled bays had been marked out in the wrong places. 
    •Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury- noted.  Councillor Bradbury commented Mid Suffolk is again undertaking a Tree for Life scheme for new parents or to remember a child’s death.  
	

	5.
	To RESOLVE that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4th March 2024 are a true and correct record. Mr. Lenko proposed, Mr. Walton seconded.
	

	6.
	COOPTION – No-one had yet come forward to stand.
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 4th March 2024
	

	
	7.1 Bus service Questionnaire – no update   Mr. Lenko stated for future use there could be a button on the website to send responses. Mr. Morgan felt probably the bus is needs to be running initially before people commit to using it.                                            
	Mr.
Winstanley

	
	7.2Road crossing update from Councillor Mellen.  He had spoken to Paul West who said Norton did not meet criteria for a road crossing.  It was therefore questioned how much leverage a consultant survey would have to sway the County Council’s decision. 
Mr. Walton questioned whether illuminated signs or warning signs might make drivers aware of school children crossing.  Mrs. Hill commented that the development at Suffolk House requires a crossing as one of the conditions.   Mr.Aket commented there is  problem crossing the roads as cars indicate and it is unknown if it is turning into The Street or the Garage.  He stated that it is likely cars from a near property with a shared driveway may park at the top of Heath Road creating a further hazard                                                                                
	


Clerk

	
	7.3 Street light update along Ixworth Road.  Mrs. Hill and the Clerk had met with SCC to investigate possible siting of new light near The Dog/Playing field.  One site was identified but on discussion with the near resident this was rejected.  The Clerk will contact SCC for further advice.                                   
	 Clerk

	
	7.4 Flooding in The Street and Ixworth Road.  There has been improvement to the ditch near Norton Hall Lane, which may help, but a large amount of water came off the field at the footpath in Ashfield Road just before Rookery Farm.  It requires SCC to clear a blocked drain near there, but as neither end is visible it won’t be further investigated.  The Clerk reported the drain near Pond Cottage was recently cleared. Mrs. Hill stated in Ixworth Road a resident’s drain was too high out of the ground so does not allow the water to run away which resulted in a flooded driveway.                                            
	

	
	7.5 Land/flooding along Tostock Road. SWT have commissioned to have the river dredged during the summer.                                                                   
	

	
	7.6 Mr. Walton stated he had pumped out water from the overflowing ditch on the A1088.  It now clearly indicates a grill marking an underground pipe to take the water away.
	
Clerk

	
	7.7 Rights of Way application, Ixworth Road - pending                                         
	Prof. Jaggard

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
Aquarius, Ashfield Road, Norton - DC/24/01084
Erection of single storey side / rear extension, addition of solar panels (following demolition of existing structure).
The Council had no objection to this application.
	

	
	8.2 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
1 Jubilee Close, Norton - DC/24/00566
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/05511 - Condition 3 (Biodiversity Enhancement Measures)
	

	
	8.3 GRANTED
Three Poplars, The Street, Norton,  DC/24/00352
Variation of Condition 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Planning Permission DC/22/02231 dated 14.07.2022 - Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing) and re-building and re-roofing of existing lean-to to kitchen -
	

	
	8.4 Mr. Aket commented he could find no record of application to Birch House.  Councillors agreed the height on the extension is out of keeping.  The Council will refer it to Enforcement to ensure it is being carried out appropriately.
	Clerk.

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:  
On-line: Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                                                    LGA1972 s112
              TenHats, April, £290.00                                                                      LGA1972 s142    
              SCC.street light upgrade £530.65             Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
              Birketts, solicitor, £914.40                                                    Public Health Act 1875 s164
[bookmark: _GoBack]             SALC Subscription £460.28                                                              LGA1972 s112
MS Oakes, stage payment £48243.48 Santander chq 522552                         LGA 1972 s133   
HMRC £104.00 Santander chq 522553                                                           LGA1972 s112
SCC street light maintenance and energy £4316.43, Santander chq 522555
                                                                                Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
T/F to Lloyds £20,000, Santander chq 522556                                                 LGA 1972 s111
	

	
	9.2 To confirm receipt of Recycling claim £542.42, first instalment of Precept £19,500, CIL receipt of £16314.63, and Village Hall CIL £5925.80.
	

	
	9.3 Register of Assets. The Council RESOLVED to accepted as a true and accurate record.
	

	
	9.4 CIL annual declaration. The Council RESOLVED to approve.
	

	
	9.5 Village Hall/Council statement EOY 23-24. The contents were noted. Mr. Walton stated the Contractor has been asked for an updated cash flow forecast, which is still awaited.
	

	
	9.6 To receive EOY 23-24 Balance Sheet for presentation at the APM.  The Council RESOLVED to accept as a true and accurate record of receipts and payments.
	

	
	9.7 Coronation Commemoration noticeboard – on hold.  Mr. Walton asked for suggestions of places in the village to be illustrated on the board.
	

	
	9.8 Budget statement and precept allocations for 24-25. Noted by the Council
	

	
	9.10 The Clerk confirmed receipt of statement of Loan from PWLB showing the outstanding balance at the end of the financial year.
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update on Speedwatch – Report received from Mr. Stone. The Council thanked him for the team’s amazing work. Mr. Bolus commented whether white gates at either side of the village sign entering the village might have an impact to slow the traffic.
	

	
	10.2 Update on small solar SID located in Heath Road - ongoing                  
	Mr. Lenko

	11
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 Update on progress.  Mr. Walton presented a report on the progress, which had been held up by the weather. The external insulation had been held up as it has to dry in sun or wind so the schedule had changed and the lower level roof had gone on before the EWI. The fire alarm taken from the old hall had been condemned as there needs to be sound or visual alarm in the toilets, and the loft areas created require smoke detectors. First fix of the Fire alarm, wiring etc., will cost £8169, second fix with two control panels with 60min fire proof link, £8193.   The CCTV needs to be rewired back into the hall office.  The cost of CCTV installation – wiring, with 360 degree coverage of hall and surrounding areas, will be £6107, new cameras, fixing and commissioning £2900.  As this was originally a PC initiative it is requested that this is funded by the Council.  The above quote was from the original installers, but a quote has been requested from Aztec Security.  Councillors RESOLVED in principle to fund the CCTV, but awaited the second quote.  Water will be heated by air source, with thanks to part funding by a locality grant.  There have been several enquiries received to manage the coffee shop.
	

	
	11.2 Correspondence from Birketts.  The Land registry is proceeding which is a condition of the Lottery application.  It had been stated that the Village Hall needed separate representation which could be done through Birketts with a different solicitor, but this has now been rejected and the Hall committee are seeking a firm in Bury to represent them.         
	

	12.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  The loose tile on the trampoline has been fixed. The gates have been logged as an official complaint.
	

	
	12.2 Adult equipment. Mr.Lenko has visited a site with equipment from Freshairfitness which appear to be suitable and well made. He confirmed the cost of 3 pieces of equipment for £4000.  Mr. Walton proposed, Mr. Aket seconded with all in agreement and RESOLVED to proceed.
	

	
	12.3 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems currently.
	

	13.
	STANDING ORDERS  
	

	
	13.1 The following were reviewed and approved:
Data Protection Policy, Reserves Policy, Travel and Expenses Policy, VAT, SAR Request policy.  Mr. Aket commented on the DPP and the scam emails received from a purported Councillor.  Mr. Bolus felt this was a wide issue so Councillors needed to be wary and not click on any suspicious emails.  The Council RESOLVED to accept and approve the policies.
	

	14.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1 BTS permission to prune trees along the edge of Ixworth Rd and the park/ playground in Norton. Councillors gave permission for this work to be undertaken.
	Clerk

	
	14.2 A14 Haughley to Tothill reconstruction scheme - February 2024 newsletter -noted
	

	
	14.3 To consider moving to gov.uk domain.  The Clerk stated she had enrolled on a session to understand more.              
	Clerk
Agenda

	15.
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	15.1 UKPN – update.  Mr. Walton stated that due to the development at Suffolk House, the unknown scope there and problems with access to the adjacent field the legal process is currently on hold. He stated the power from Woolpit was due to come through the fields from Arch Farm Cottage but this had caused a problem, so currently the additional power may come to the village down the middle of the A1088, which will require road closure schemes, but this is still in the planning stage.  
	

	16
	To confirm the date of future meeting:
15th April 2024 Annual Parish Meeting.
13th May 2024  A.G.M. and Monthly Meeting
	

	17.
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.09
	





13th May 2024                                      313 /24                  signed…………………………………………


