Questions and Reports from APA 2023

      Q. Why decrease the precept?
      A.  The PC was very aware of the cost-of-living crisis and was therefore keen to keep the      
      Precept as low as possible without compromising on services.
      Resident offered his thanks on behalf of residents.
     Q. Was there supposed to be a path from the Community Building to the Church?
      A.  This has been mentioned but was never part of the Planning consent. The land   belongs to Hayfield. The dropped kerb outside Blunt Rise is the only measure required. Mitigation as part of the Kingsdown development could include a safe crossing and 20mph in Sams Lane.
      Q. Will there be more bins around the shop and POS?
      A.  The Management Company is responsible for the Play Area and POS, the provision of bins is its responsibility. The VSC can install a bin at the front and rear of the shop.
      Q. Parking outside the shop is causing some access difficulty can there be double 
      Yellow lines?
      A.  Cllr Manro agreed to take this question back to SBC.

APA 2023 REPORTS


Chairman’s Report April 2023
Blunsdon Parish Council wouldn’t exist without the selfless contributions of our Parish Councillors and I thank them for their diligence and help throughout the year. Ian Selwood, the Vice Chairman, Mick Compton, Jim Tayler, Martin Nash, Sandra Keates, Larry Banda, Chris Rogers, Stephen Doell and Steve Ainscow (who retired in July) are all volunteers who work hard for no reward except to maintain the Parish to the best standards that we can achieve. We still have vacancies on the Council if you are interested in contributing to your Community. Huge thanks also to our two key officers – Tracey Judd the Parish Clerk who keeps us all in order and Rachel Smith our Responsible Finance Officer who helps keep the costs to you at a minimum. We also have two groundsmen, Paul Schofield and Mark Jones, to thank for their hard work to keep our key spaces clean and well presented, along with Allbuild our Grounds Maintenance contractor who covers the rest of the Parish. Our fantastic Community Speedwatch team have also worked hard to support our desire to improve road safety in the Parish and we are grateful for their participation. They also have vacancies if you would like to help.
The year has been a tough one for everyone with rising prices for utilities and living costs. We were pleased to be able to limit last year’s cost to Parishioners through the Parish Precept. I am delighted to report that this year through economies of scale we have been able to budget for next year with a 3.5% reduction in what you will pay to run Blunsdon Parish. Rachel our RFO will detail those costs in her Financial Report.
We have had happy and sad occasions throughout the year. We celebrated a fantastic Jubilee, where the volunteer organisers did a brilliant job in providing a wonderful weekend of entertainment culminating in a Beacon Lighting and fireworks, as part of the National recognition of the contributions of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II over her reign. Later in the year we were all saddened by her passing and both National and local days of mourning and condolences were expressed. King Charles III acceded to the throne and we will celebrate his coronation during the next month with lots planned over the bank holiday weekend for our Community.
During the year the Parish has gained:
· A much-needed extension to the Cemetery
· A beautiful Community building housing a fantastic shop and café
· A new children’s play area at Hayfield
· New allotments and a children’s play area at Minerva Heights
· A new Church Path in collaboration with the Church
· Plans approved for the refurbishment of the old tennis courts and grassed areas in Linley Road
· Plans approved for a community allotment in a neglected area of the village

Plans are in place for:
· The refurbishment of the Pavilion and redevelopment of the Recreation Ground to make it more accessible, in collaboration with the Football and Cricket Clubs
· Working closely with the Church to help with the reordering and development of the building into more of a community space
· Planting 500 bulbs across the Parish to brighten up our Spring
· Working with Swindon Borough Council Highways to improve the landscaping along Blunsdon Hill and Ermin Street to help better integrate the area into the Village
· Planting more ‘Trees for Climate’ across the Parish
· Put the Parish Grounds Maintenance contract out to tender to get us the most competitive price 
As the Borough Council struggles to maintain its statutory duties and standards across the area, because of the Government squeeze on spending and the enormous (and growing) cost of youth and adult social care, the Parish Council will be forced to take action to keep the Parish safe and well presented. Duties like road sweeping, gully and drain clearing and tree maintenance are not being done satisfactorily and the Parish will have to take up the slack where it is allowed. Our Ward Councillors sit in the Village Hall every month to answer questions and discuss these issues with you the residents. Don’t waste the opportunity to make your views clear to them.
The Parish Council has commented on over 50 planning applications across the Parish, from Tree Protection Orders to the massive 1557 house Kingsdown Development (which is currently under scrutiny by the Planning Department). Using the planning powers of our Neighbourhood Plan, we have defended a significant green space, known as the Deer Field, from the development of a large Place of Worship development. We will continue to fight off outstanding developments totalling 460 dwellings around Sams Lane, Broadbush and Turnpike Road, as the moratorium on building is reviewed by National Highways, now that they seem happy with the impact that the Kingsdown Development will have on the Cold Harbour Junction.
The Parish Council is still contesting this massive development as it seems that the Planning Department have decided that there will be no bridge over the A419 into Swindon nor any improvement to infrastructure in the Parish until 450 houses are occupied in the Kingsdown Development.
The Parish has trebled in size since 2011 and it has done this quickly and without much improvement to our infrastructure. Our responsibility as your Parish Council will be to continually work hard with the statutory authorities, to improve this situation with all the resources it has available to it.
	Ian Jankinson – April 2023.
	
	
	

	









	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	FINANCIAL REPORT 2022/23
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	INCOME
	 
	EXPENDITURE

	 
	£
	 
	£

	General Reserves brought forward
	105,618
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Precept
	89,370
	 
	0

	Community Tax Grant
	1,779
	 
	0

	S106
	123,514
	 
	0

	Burial Ground (inc boundary wall)
	5,511
	 
	21,538

	Recreation Areas
	6,172
	 
	13,249

	Pavilion
	1,360
	 
	3,723

	Parish Open Spaces
	0
	 
	10,705

	Village Hall
	28,535
	 
	14,936

	Allotments
	1,181
	 
	1,105

	Litter picking
	 
	 
	3,277

	General Administration
	 
	 
	17,622

	Projects (MUGA)
	 
	 
	10,049

	Staff costs
	 
	 
	60,972

	Interest earned
	472
	 
	0

	General Reserves carried forward
	 
	 
	124,358

	 
	363,512
	 
	363,512

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Reserved funds for specific projects
	 
	 
	189,531

	(eg MUGA, Cemetery extension 
	 
	 
	 

	works, fitness equipment) 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	



We have received several S106 payments (contributions from developers for specific Parish projects) to assist with the provision of a Multi Use Games Area, the completion of the Cemetery extension, and the new community allotment area.
Careful budgeting and the additional homes in the village has enabled the Council to set a Precept with a reduction for each household.  
The Parish Council's accounts are subjected to both an internal and external audit.  The internal audit is yet to be carried out but the accounts will be submitted to the appointed external auditor in early July and Interested residents have the right to inspect the documents in advance of this by prior appointment. 
Rachel Smith,
Finance Officer.

Additional APA Reports May 2023
Grounds Maintenance:
Blunsdon is a semi-rural village location with a diverse mix of formal and rustic grassed and hedge areas. The PC has defined areas of responsibility to maintain certain grassed and hedged areas, beyond these the Borough Council and National Highways have responsibility (although we monitor and report on any issues as they arise).
The PC are aware of our environmental responsibilities and will consider a more balanced approach for some areas in terms of less grass mowing etc.to enhance habitats.
The PC will continue to monitor our staff and contractors to help ensure we provide a tidy & green village and provide the best value within the financial budgets set. Additional projects will be considered to enhance the village further, where the budget allows.
The PC employs a sub-contractor that completes a pre agreed schedule of works for the majority of the Parish’s requirements. This schedule has previously been based on a map that was supplied when services were transferred to the PC from Swindon Borough. Our financial budgets have previously been based on this projected level of work. However there have been reactive requirements over and above this expectation of works.
During 2022/23 The PC has digitized the parish ground maintenance responsibilities onto Parish Online digital mapping. This will significantly improve the management of the PC estate in the future. 
During 2022/23 The PC has prepared and issued an invitation to tender document for the supply of grounds maintenance and litter collection etc., that is not completed by in house personnel. Some of the additional reactive activities that have regularly been needed have now been incorporated.
The tender request covers the period for 18 months + 12 months from June 2023. At the time of writing the responses to the tender are being evaluated.
During 2023/24 The PC is planning to develop the area of derelict ground adjacent to High Street / Pontings Close into a community allotment, including reinstating a public bench within the area.
Recreation Ground
The PC has worked with the Football and Cricket Clubs during the year to manage their requirements, and any issues as they arise.
The Parish has benefited from the active involvement of the BFC & BCC, in maintaining the pitches to their required standards.
The PC has held meetings with the FC to consider the future for the pavilion which is beyond its original design life.
It is noted that additional parking measures have been implemented by the clubs during the year in Sutton Park, and this has resulted in improvements for residents. The PC are anticipating this situation should be helped further by additional parking spaces available at the new community shop area, and at Linley Road (ref MUGA) when that scheme is completed.
Additional tree management work has taken place at the edge of the recreation field during 2022/23
BVH & Cemetery
The PC has continued to manage the village hall and are pleased to report use levels have increased back to pre-pandemic levels.
The PC has continued to manage and maintain the village cemetery.
There is an extension to the burial area now ready to be completed during 2023/24
Footpaths
The PC does not have direct responsibility for footpath maintenance, this remains with the Borough Council.
We do understand the importance of our many footpaths to residents and continue to monitor and report on issues as they arise. 
Ian Selwood
Vice Chair
April 2023
