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 Despite the holiday season, August was a busy month at the shop and 
café, and we completed a couple of big projects! Firstly, our solar 
panels are installed and already saving us money on our electrical 
costs. We couldn’t have done this without the very generous grant 
from Crapper & Sons Ltd and the Blunsdon Parish Council. Our grant 

was made available through the Landfill CommuniƟes Fund (LCF) which is administered 
for Crapper & Sons Ltd by Community First, the Rural Community Council for Wiltshire.  
Our solar panels were installed by RJC Renewables following a robust tender process. RJC 
Renewables delivered our panels in an impressive two days with minimum disrupƟon to the 
shop and café. We’re pleased to be able to offer a customer referral process with RJC 
Renewables. On the compleƟon of any solar installaƟon referred via the Blunsdon 
Community Shop, the shop will receive £100 Amazon vouchers, which we can use towards 
our sundry office purchases. If you’re interested in geƫng a quote from RJC Renewables, 
please email chair@blunsdoncommunityshop.co.uk for a referral. 
Thank you again to Community First Wiltshire and Crapper & Sons Ltd for your conƟnued 
financial support for our shop and café.  
You may have also seen on our social media (don’t forget to give us a follow 
@blunsdoncommunityshop on Instagram and ‘Blunsdon Community Shop’ on Facebook) 
that the second phase of our personalised blocks have been laid – thank you so much to the 
Rapid Relied team who did the work. Hopefully some of you saw yours at our recent 
Summer Raffle prize draw and BBQ event! On that note, we’d like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone that supported our Summer Raffle and paid us a visit over the August bank holiday 
weekend. We raised over £2000 which we’re using to purchase essenƟal equipment.   
There’s lots coming up too… we have our next Tea and Talk on Tuesday 3rd September at 
2.30pm with CiƟzens Advice, where they’ll give an overview of their organisaƟon and explain 
the services they provide. 
Our 2024 AGM will also be held on Tuesday 3rd September, for shareholders only. If you’re 
not yet a shareholder, but are interested in becoming one, shares are £10 each and you can 
buy as many as you’d like – please pick up a form from the shop. As a shareholder, you’ll not 
only be invited to our annual AGM, but you’ll also receive regular newsleƩers containing 
important updates about the shop/ how it’s running/ any changes we’re planning to make. 
It's your last chance to grab your Ɵckets for our next wine tasƟng event, which is taking place 
on Thursday 5th September. Tickets are £20 each and available to purchase in the shop. Each 
month we share our ‘Wine of the Month’ with shareholders benefiƟng from 5% off when 
you show your membership card – another perk of your support! 
And finally, watch this space for upcoming seasonal treats landing in the shop and café – 
keep an eye on our social media where we’ll keep you updated or just pop in and see us next 
Ɵme you’re passing. 

Normal Opening Hours   Monday – Saturday: 8am – 5pm   Sunday: 8am – 4pm
Café shuts an hour before close



 

 

2 
 
 

 

 

Upper Thames and Ridgeway National Trust Association  
While you were lazing on foreign beaches National Trust was also on 
holiday. We went to Pembrokeshire and stayed at a hotel down the 
sort of narrow lanes Barnes coach drivers are taught to negotiate. 
This part of England beyond Wales had its share of places to 
entertain us. On another occasion 52 of us went to Dorney Manor 

and ate at the Pineapple Pub on the way. It is rumoured that eating Pineapple Pub 
sandwiches is to be included in the 2028 Olympic Games! 
On 6th August Coleshill was open to all and this really is worth a visit. If Germany had 
invaded the UK way back in the 1940’s there were people at Coleshill who were 
training to make life for the invader as uncomfortable as possible regardless of the 
consequences. Move over James Bond. 
On 14th August we had a picnic at Buscot House and on September 11th there is a 
trip to Waddeston Manor which is a ‘must’ for all those who wish to see how the 
other half live. Don’t miss it.   
On October 1st Margaret Andres will be at Highworth Community Centre to tell us 
about the ‘Vault under the Church’ and on 16th November we all gather at 
Cirencester Baptist Church to attend our AGM. We still need committee members 
please. For further information, please contact Penny Hockley on 07758 398397 
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Parish Council News – September 2024 
It’s back to School Ɵme, all brushed and polished moving to a new nursery, pre-school, class, 
year, school, college or university. Good luck to all those children and young people moving 
on I hope you enjoy it as much as my dim memory says that I did. 
Blunsdon Pre-School have agreed to take over the Community Allotment 
 
Planning ApplicaƟons 
S/TPO/24/0808 | Works to trees within BOSTPO 198201 T1 21 Beech Lea Blunsdon  
S/HOU/24/0797 ErecƟon of a 2-storey side and single storey rear extension. 32 Malthouse 
Close  
S/TWC/24/0969 Works to Tree Within ConservaƟon Area. Holly CoƩage 48 High Street  
Planning Decisions (None during August)  
Our apologies for the Planning department last month, they made a mistake with the 
following applicaƟon:- S/TPO/24/0427 - Works to trees within BOS TPO 09-2010. Lyndale 
West Hill Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BQ. Status: – it was refused, not granted. 
 
Community Shop and Café  
Solar Panels are now fiƩed and working at the Community Shop and Café. We were amazed 
at the speed and efficiency with which it was done. Thank you to Community First and all 
the team at the shop for helping with acquiring the funding. 
 
Parishes Working Together 
Over the last few months Castle Eaton PC have been concerned about a Planning applicaƟon 
for an extension to a local Anaerobic Digester Plant. Their concern is the increase in HGV 
traffic it will create into and out of the Village, and the developer, SBC Highways and 
NaƟonal Highways are in discussions about what might be the suitable alternaƟve route to 
the A419. However, they will not discuss this with the PC and a concern to Blunsdon is that 
they may take the route over farmland from Castle Eaton to the boƩom of Blunsdon Hill, 
which would create even more chaos at the Turnpike JuncƟon. Watch this space! 
We have also joined forces with Haydon Wick, St Andrews and Highworth to consider the 
implicaƟons of the proposed restructure of the Turnpike/Lady Lane juncƟons with 
Thamesdown Drive. This is to present a report suggesƟng alternaƟves to the Highways plan 
for Kingsdown Development, including dualling of the link from Thamesdown Drive to the 
Bridge and bringing forward the construcƟon of the bridge into Groundwell. 
 
Transfer of Services from SBC to Parishes 
We are no nearer reaching any agreement about how this might happen nor how much it 
might impact the Parish Precept, which is what you pay to the Parish Council to maintain 
the Parish. We are currently trying to get the Borough to actually do anything for us here in 
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the Parish – we haven’t had a road sweep in nearly 5 years, no work to verges and kerbs has 
been done for a similar period and the footpaths are now cracking with weeds growing 
through making them uneven and unsafe. It is the SBC Ward Councillors’ Surgery this 
weekend coming (Saturday 7th September) so please go along to the Village Café and ask 
them what they are going to do about this. 

Speedwatch 
Our hardy volunteers are out regularly helping with road safety in the Parish. This has led to 
many prosecuƟons by local Police for those abusing the law. SEE BELOW They always need 
volunteers and provide training. Please contact me if you are interested in helping and I will 
arrange for someone to contact you. 

 
As you can see High Street and Turnpike Road are the worst hot-spots for speeding. As a 
result of their work, they again have been supported by Wiltshire Police who carried out 
speeding checks in Blunsdon. 

Hello Team Blunsdon! 
I carried out a session on 19/08/2024 on Ermin St juncƟon with Minerva Heights and 5 
vehicles have been issued with noƟces of intended prosecuƟon for excessive speeding. 
The roads monitored are 30 MPH and the fastest vehicle was captured at 40 MPH. 
Depending on previous convicƟons and history all 5 drivers will be offered a speed 
awareness course. Proceedings will now be undertaken to ensure the most appropriate 
outcome for the offenders takes place, which includes checking for MOT, Insurance & Point 
ToƩers. Captured footage will be analysed for other offences like seat belts and mobile 
phone use. Our vehicles have recently been equipped with ANPR which monitors the area 
around enforcement and conƟnuously searches for other offences e.g. cloned plates, stolen 
vehicles and provides intelligence to keep your area safe, denying criminals the use of the 
roads.  
ScoƩ Garcia 9990  Speed Enforcement Officer | Road Safety 
 
Parish Council Meetings –  
The next two Parish Council meetings will be on Monday 9th and Monday 23rd September 
2024, at 19:30 in the Village Hall. If you want to come along, please let us know, details are 
on the Parish Council, notice boards, Website in the Blog section and on our Facebook page.  
 
Ian Jankinson – ianjankinson@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk – 07702 684281 
 

Date Location Vehicles Speeding % Maximum Speed Limit Start Finish
22/07/2024 High St 104 15 14% 31 20 15:45 16:45 Heart in Hand
12/08/2024 Turnpike 58 5 9% 39 30 16:15 17:15 Layby Opp No 16
05/08/2024 High St 170 14 8% 35 20 16:30 17:30 Heart in Hand
02/08/2024 Ermin St 163 13 8% 45 30 08:00 09:00 Minerva Heights
26/07/2024 Broadbush 353 16 5% 48 30 16:00 17:00 The Shrubbery
09/08/2024 Lady Lane 471 16 3% 43 30 15:45 16:45 Cycle Path
18/07/2024 Broadbush 602 1 0% 44 30 16:00 17:00 The Shrubbery
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            From the Rector’s desk …… 
Rev Goodey has requested the following article from Mims Schulter of the London Institute 
for Contemporary Christianity. 
A reflection on the recent violence  
How did a Taylor Swift dance party tragedy in Southport degenerate into some members of 
ethnic minorities across the UK being too scared to leave their homes? 

The news of rioting across the country has been hot in the headlines this last month. After 
the horrific stabbing of three young girls, thousands of men and women took to the streets. 
The targeting of hotels, homes, and businesses believed to be owned or occupied by asylum 
seekers and refugees is parasitic upon Southport’s pain, opportunistically seeking to drive an 
anti-immigration agenda. 

We’ve witnessed old and young threatening police, smashing windows, and setting streets 
alight, courtesy of this angry mob of destruction. All driven by fear and loathing of those 
who are perceived as ‘other’ – those the rioters believe do not belong. This resort to 
violence is so painfully wrong. What does it look like for us as Christians to support the 
bereaved and fight for justice? 

Jesus, in his teachings in Mark 12:28–34, gives us a very clear commandment. In fact, it’s 
one of the two greatest commandments, which is ‘to love our neighbours as ourselves’. To 
love both the grieving families, friends of the young girls who died, and the marginalised 
who have consequentially got a target on their backs. 

Immigration concerns and policy aside, the people we live alongside are our neighbours. Of 
course, we should engage in dialogue about the legality of and legislation around asylum 
seeking. But, when we are faced with the person in front of us, what should our first and 
ultimate response be? Jesus says it is to love – to unconditionally commit to work for their 
welfare. 

We do not live anywhere near Southport or where these uprisings occurred. But our loving 
response doesn’t have to directly impact the northwest coast. This isn’t a wishy-washy 
posture or a virtue-signalling exercise; it’s a radical ministry that feels awkward. It goes 
against our individualistic instincts and shapes the culture of our communities. 

Love in action could be volunteering to sweep up debris, helping a couple translate the food 
store price labels (true story), or baking a cake for those in mourning. Perhaps even leaning 
in and listening to those who resonate with the rioting, for they are neighbours, too. 
Whatever it is and wherever you are, Jesus said we should love our neighbours. How could 
you be loving yours? 
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Notes from the Editor 
The magazine is run by volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments and 
contributions will always be welcome.  
Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council 
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 
EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com  
Arlene tel. 01793 727306 
ADVERTS: For advert enquiries please contact Penny on 01793 722073  
Front Cover: Front Lane, Lower Village  
 
Your October Magazine will be delivered from: 27th Sept 

 

 

 

BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254                    
Phone lines are open to book appointments from 8am Tues, Thurs and Frid and 
from 3pm on Mon and Weds.  EMERGENCIES – Call NHS 111 (outside surgery 
hours) 
OPENING HOURS  

 
  
 

 

Day Doctor Times Reception 
Mon 3.10pm - 4.40pm 3pm-6.15pm 
Tues 8.30am – 10.40am 8.45am – 12.15pm 
Weds 4pm – 7.10pm 3pm – 7.15pm 
Thurs 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am – 12.15pm 
Frid 8.30am – 10.40am 8.45am – 12.15pm 

 

Magazine issue  Deadline for items for inclusion  
October 18th September 
November  16th October 
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AA Recipe from CookFoodFan         
Using Up Sausages 

 

Sticky Sausage Salad (serves 4)
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Tips:

                                 Enjoy  
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Book sales at St Leonard’s – 3rd Saturday of each month  

Coming up ………. We are excited to have a great run of 
forthcoming events connected to the monthly book sale. 

Saturday 21st September we are hosting a MacMillan coffee 
morning. Please come along and have a cuppa, with your friends, 

whilst raising funds for this worthwhile cause. 

In October we are going bonkers with a ‘Books & Bygones ‘event. This will be 10am until 
4pm: please note longer time. This will include a nostalgic display of everyday domestic 
items. In fact, if you have anything that you think might fit the theme, do consider getting in 
touch. 

In November, we present our annual craft event. Please also get in touch if you have a 
hobby or craft that is saleable. The more the merrier. 

In December we will have our ‘mince pie special ‘. This feels a long way off but I’m certain 
that it’ll be upon us before we know it. 

Obviously, books are key to each of these days, and we all know that it’s good to relax with 
our feet up and enter another world for a short time. We’re also aware that there are children 
without access to good books. We have a great selection of varied titles, so don’t be shy. 
Look out for relevant posters with times and contacts. For further info please contact:  
Jane Ockwell  jane_ockwell@hotmail.com  or Barbara Carlson bcarlson@btinternet.com 

 

Blunsdon Village Garden Club  
There are no specific items for this month, with the 
exception of a reminder that the September meeting will be 
held on Thursday 12 th September at 7.30 pm in the smaller 
Village Hall when our guest speaker will be Ross Sheppard, a 

Ranger working at Stanton Park giving us a glimpse of what management of the 
park entails. It will also be good to catch up with you all as we have had a longer 
than usual summer break. 
NOTE: The garden club has been approached by a Blunsdon resident who 
has a greenhouse which is no longer required. It measures 1.6 x 1.3m, 
(approx. 5 ft x 4 ft) with height to roof apex of 2.2m and is free to 
whoever would like it. If you are interested, the writer will be happy to 
give further details. 
As always, all are welcome. 
Brenda Boyd 01793 725928 
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The Chatterbox     Your Garden, My Garden  
Some Blunsdon inhabitants have such beautiful gardens.  Throughout the summer they have 
been bursting with colour, lawns were thick, green and lush, the trees shaped to perfection 
and, clearly, the owners spent a lot of time, effort and hard work to get these results. 

My favourite type of garden is one that is verging on anarchic.  It doesn’t need to have 
straight edges or plants arranged in set colour palettes for me.  It can be riotous in colour, full 
of old or modern plants, have mismatched pots and dark, overgrown corners where wildlife 
can find a quiet refuge.  Maybe it could have an old chair or two and a table for quiet read 
and a cup of tea, or a G&T when the day is nearly done.  Gardens are both a peaceful retreat 
and a hive of activity in order to get them to that point. 

Many of the plants in my own garden have a story to tell.  Some have been gifted from 
friends and family, one has been grown from a cutting of a plant growing at the side of the 
road near Burford.  A huge clump of bluebells and their damp earth, wrapped in newspaper, 
were once given to me by a work colleague.  A neighbour passed on some snowdrops and 
another provided some dahlias which had spread a little too much in their own garden.  We 
have a rose that was an anniversary present and a hydrangea that was given to me after my 
last one didn’t make it through the winter.  Some plants, such as a holly bush, have sprung up 
where seeds have either been carried on the breeze or maybe dropped by birds.   I love the 
idea of this haphazard garden, filled with living gifts from kind-hearted people or from nature 
itself, growing and giving pleasure each year. 

In homes and gardening magazines and internet articles, I’ve noticed that current styles of 
gardens are less colourful and far more structured – like an extension of the house, or a room 
without a roof.  Lighting systems, grey furniture, tall, green plants, sometimes artificial grass 
and maybe a bar seem to be ‘de rigueur’. All of these are absolutely fine and can look so 
incredibly stylish but once they’re set up, there’s no joy in seeing a little plant shooting up in 
the spring or the pleasure of watching a hedgehog in the evening snuffling around for slugs.  
But it’s horses for courses, of course, and we are all individual in our tastes. 

Gardens mean different things to each of us.  For some, they are a burden, often difficult to 
manage, particularly when old age comes a-calling.  Or perhaps they hold little interest and 
the owners would prefer the space for outside entertaining.  For families, they can be a child’s 
paradise with swings, football nets and paddling pools.  For the pet owners, a place for the 
dog to run around and spend a penny in the night.  For others they are their pride and joy and 
a labour of love.  Throughout the lifetime of a home, the garden may be all of these things at 
one time or another.  They can be ever-evolving. 

Even though the summer is now in its final throes, autumn is a beautiful time for plants and 
trees.  Jewel colours start appearing on leaves, berries and fruits ripen and we have that final 
splash of reds, golds and russets before nature takes a break for the winter months. 

Have a good month, Blunsdon friends. 
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Mobile fish & chip van will be at Blunt Rise, Blunsdon 
Thursday 5th Sept, Thursday 19th September , 
Thursday 3rd Oct and Thursday 17th October. 

 
If you would like a copy of our menu, please email 

grahamrowcliffe58@outlook.com or WhatsApp 
07515288414  

Pre orders welcome by WhatsApp or text 07515 
288414 

 

 
Lechlade Occasional Choir 

Monday 7th October 2024  
In St Leonard’s Church At 7pm 

Retiring collection for local charities 
Refreshments served 

For more information: griff9999@btinternet.com 
 

    .. FOOD FOR THOUGHT. 
   Outside Catering 
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First XI – 17th out of 18, Wiltshire Premier Division
Recent Results 
Royal Wootton Bassett – lost 0 – 4 Pewsey Vale – lost 0 – 8
Letcombe – lost 0 – 7 Bemerton Heath Harlequins – Won 1 - 0
The new season for the First Team has begun with some chastening 
defeats, following some close season player movements, but thankfully a 

Nick Craft goal has seen us get our first points on the board. Hopefully, this win will see a 
continued upturn in fortunes in this very competitive league.
Following their League One championship season, the Ressies have been promoted to the 
eleven team Swindon and District Premier League, where we will be looking to carry on our 
free scoring form, starting at the Beversbrook Sports Ground, Calne against Bassett Bulldogs. 

September fixtures – Saturday, unless stated
Date First XI - 3 pm Reserves – 2.30 pm 
31St August Shrewton United (home)
4th Wednesday Melksham Town (away) 7.45 pm
7th Malmesbury Victoria (home) Bassett Bulldogs (away)
14th Wroughton (away) Ramsbury (home)
21st Shrivenham (home) Marlborough Town (away)
28th Salisbury (home) Nalgo Masters (away)

BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB 
Recent Results – 3rd (out of ten) Wiltshire League Division 6 
Lacock – lost by 4 wickets, with a debut for young James Tweed, who hails 
from the Lower Village, the breeding ground of cricketing talent. 
Marlborough – won by 75 runs, with 48 not out from Phil “Welsh Wizard” 

Jones and a debut for young Charlie Ford. 
Swindon Titans – won by 3 wickets, against the league leaders, with 3 wickets for Harry 
“Mystery” Roke and a debut for young Jayden Rowland. 
Swindon 4ths – won by 38 runs, thanks to 91 runs from Dave “Skip Botty” Bott, 4 wickets 
for Harry “Mystery” Roke, also 3 wickets for Harish “The Windmill” Kumar. 
Bathford – lost by 104 runs, despite 4 wickets for Arul “Mr Average” Ramasamy. 
Shrivenham – won by 46 runs, with some killer fast bowling bringing 4 wickets for Arul “Mr 
Average” Ramasamy and 3 wickets for Harish “The Windmill” Kumar. 
Chippenham – won by 70 runs, with a match winning 79 runs from Mitch “The Maiden 
Wrecker” Dodson and 3 wickets a piece for Harry “Mystery” Roke and “Deano” Tomlin. 
Goatacre – won by 60 runs, with a majestic career defining 110 runs and 4 wickets from 
MVP Harry “Mystery” Roke and also 4 wickets to fellow spin twin, Phil “Welsh Wizard” 
Jones. The Foxes play their final fixture at Marlborough on 31st August, with promotion 
potentially being on the line thanks to a fine run of form, some great team and individual 
performances and a welcome influx of young local cricketing talent. 
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Down Memory Lane   
(from BLUNSDON “PARISH” MAGAZINE October 1979 – Blunsdon Cricket Club Special) 
 
Like any village cricket club, Blunsdon Foxes have had its ups and downs during its 100 years 
plus existence. 49 years ago, Mr Blunsdon Cricket, Arthur Tupman, wrote in the magazine 
that the club had almost folded at the start of the season due to lack of interest from the 
village in playing England’s number one summer sport. However, an influx of village children, 
coached by Ron Vincent and Bill Chandler, had renewed the club’s fortunes to the extent 
that Arthur excitedly announced a list of proposals for the new season as follows: 

1. We conƟnue to play regular Sunday friendly fixtures 
This did carry on for about 30 years and the club sƟll occasionally fulfil a pre/end of 
season Sunday friendly, most recently at Cricklade last season. 

2. If demand is there, we consider Saturday fixtures 
This happened by the late eighƟes, with entry into the Wiltshire Cricket League, where 
the club sƟll compete. In the late nineƟes, there was also enough players for a second 
eleven to enter the Saturday league, made up of promising local young players and club 
stalwart Mick Walker. Unfortunately, aŌer a handful of seasons, a combinaƟon of the 
lure of big town cricket clubs and other interests meant that the village was unable to 
sustain this second team. 

3. We re-enter the Swindon and District Cricket League 
This midweek league sƟlls exists today and Blunsdon did enter two successful teams in 
the EighƟes, which gave more opportuniƟes to play an exciƟng shorter format of the 
game, similar to T20 blast and The Hundred. These sides disbanded when the club 
focused on Saturday League Cricket and rose from Division Eight to Division Two. 

4. We re-commence our youth scheme and enter a side in the Cirencester Under 16 
League 

This happened immediately, with Arthur, Ron and Bill providing village boys and girls 
the opportunity to play cricket, by providing equipment and coaching and we formed 
not only an Under 16 side, but also an Under 14 side, always beaƟng local rivals 
Highworth, which became a club tradiƟon, unƟl Highworth Cricket Club became no 
more a few seasons ago. Sadly, the village has not had a cricket youth scheme for a 
whole generaƟon, but have been delighted to welcome three local young players to 
the fold this season. 

5. We enter the Haigh NaƟonal Village Cricket CompeƟƟon. 
A lack of faciliƟes, the infamous Blunsdon Ridge and costs probably prevented The 
Foxes from entering a compeƟƟon, where the final is played at Lords and has been 
won by another Wiltshire village, Goatacre. 
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Reading with Wine  
Hello, 
I hope you’ve all been having a lovely summer; we’ve been lucky enough 
to get away a couple of times. We’ve explored some wonderful new 
places and revisited old favourites… this led to me exploring through 
books new places and wines from around the world; so that’s the theme 
of this month’s challenge- something that features another country.  

One of our Summer Escapes this year took us to Barcelona…so it makes perfect sense for me to 
recommend, Heidi Swain’s The Summer Escape. Ally and her Dad run a guesthouse on the 
perfect coast of Kittiwake Cove. Ally secretly craves a whole di erent lifestyle and treats herself 
every year to a trip where she becomes the person she wants to be…only this year she brings 
home more than a souvenir, or maybe a souvenir of the best kind?! This is a lovely read featuring 
Barcelona and you will wish that you were there walking the streets and sampling the tapas and 
Sangria (bonus wine from around the world choice there too!!) I also loved watching Ally grow 
her relationship with her Dad so if you are looking for a nice, cosy read to end the summer on, 
this is the one for you.  
However, if you fancy something with a bit more grit go for The Holiday by T.M Logan. Four best 
friends and their husbands travel to Provence to celebrate their 40th birthdays…a chateau, 
French bread and cheese plus plenty of Côte de Provence wine (again bonus wine from around 
the world) sounds idyllic…until you come across a suspected a air and the lengths that one 
friend will go to in order to cover their own backs…could that be as far as a murder? This is a 
great thriller that I just couldn’t put down until I knew exactly what had happened!  
If you are looking for something with a historical base, pick up Under the Taramind Tree by Nigar 
Alan. In 1964, Rozeena and her family flee Pakistan because of the new partition rules. The story 
veers between her memories of starting life again in a new country and her present in 2019 and 
how her life has been a ected by that move in more ways than she realises. This is a genuinely 
interesting read that covers history, politics, family dynamics and generation diversity. It is one 
that will make you think, long after you have finished it. Books are a great way for us to learn 
about all kinds of topics and cultures, especially when they are written well and this is a perfect 
example of that.  
Wines from around the world, is a super easy theme to fulfil as you have so many options. For 
example, the Taste the World with the Wine Atlas from Asda. They have six wines that will take 
you to places that you possibly haven’t thought about in terms of their wine before. From an 
interesting take for Chardonnay lovers, in the Sicilian Carricante; grown on the slopes of Mount 
Etna it hits the mineral notes like no other. If like me, you are still fully in Rosé season, try the 
Spanish Monastrell; it’s got flavours of raspberries and Mediterranean herbs and is absolutely 
perfect for any end of summer BBQ’s that might pop up. Or try something completely new in the 
form of my favourite in the range, the Feteeasca Regala, from Romania and meaning Royal 
Maiden (easy to find a book to pair too!) It is s tropical wine, but the spicy notes take it to a whole 
new level and is well worth a try, especially at only £6 a bottle.  
Lots to explore across both books and wine this month, please let me know what you think 
about these and any other gems that you have found at @reading_with_wine on Instagram. As 
always, read far and wide but please drink responsibly.  

Reading with Wine 
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StreetSafe Wiltshire      
Wiltshire Police is urging anyone who has concerns about the safety of public places in their 
area to report it via a dedicated service. StreetSafe allows people to report any issues like 
poorly lit streets, abandoned buildings, or vandalism, as well as instances where they feel 
unsafe due to someone following or verbally abusing them.  
This is completely anonymous and takes no more than a couple of minutes. 
By completing the report police can target the main areas of concern and work with 
partners to make the county a safer place to live. 
Click on the link to report: StreetSafe | Police.uk (www.police.uk). 
StreetSafe is also one of the many initiatives being used to help the police prioritise our 
ongoing work to reduce Violence Against Women and Girls, reduce incidents of violence and 
intimidation and make people feel safe on our streets. 
PC Lisa Draper, Neighbourhood Harm Reduction Unit, said: “We want everyone living and 
working in our county to feel safe.  However, the police cannot do it alone – we need the 
public’s help in identifying where the areas of concern are so we, along with our partners, 
can do something about it. 
“A dark alleyway due to a broken street light, a dilapidated building or overgrown shrubbery 
causing a blind spot on a pavement – these are all examples of things which can make 
people feel unsafe in their community.  And these are all examples of things we want 
reporting.” 
Safer Streets funding has already been used to improve CCTV and lighting in parts of 
Swindon, Chippenham and Salisbury and it’s also been used to provide night-time economy 
wardens in Salisbury and Trowbridge on Friday and Saturday evenings. 
Police and Crime Commissioner Philip Wilkinson said: “Since 2022, my office has successfully 
bid directly, or support bids for over £3.4M of Safer Streets funding to be invested in 
Wiltshire and Swindon. 
“This has been used to tackle neighbourhood crime, such as burglary, robbery, theft and 
vehicle theft, as well as reducing violence against women and girls. 
“In addition to this, my office also successfully bid for £1M of anti-social behaviour (ASB) 
hotspot funding to increase patrols in the areas worst hit by ASB. 
“There may be areas where statistics will tell us they are safe, but there’s a world of 
difference between being safe and feeling safe. “The data we obtain from StreetSafe will 
help us to target those areas where communities may feel vulnerable, by allowing them to 
tell us about the issues making them feel threatened.” 
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HIGHWORTH WARNEFORD SCHOOL 
OPEN EVENTS 2024 

 
 

A small friendly school with High Ambitions 

 New Principal with extensive experience of working in high performing schools 

 Now part of the successful Park Academies Trust 

 Good quality exam results in line with national averages 

 Broad and challenging curriculum, while fulfilling individual learning needs 

 Opportunities to continue study at The Park Academies Trust Sixth Form 

OPEN EVENING 
Thursday 19th September 2024 5pm until 7.30pm 

Take a tour of the school and meet students and staff  
Listen to a presentation from the new Principal at 6pm or 7pm. 

OPEN MORNINGS  
Tuesday 15th October, Wednesday 16th October and Thursday 17th October 

Please contact Mrs Lewis to book an appointment: 01793 762426 / 
lewisl@warnefordschool.org.uk 

 

Highworth Warneford School, Shrivenham Road, Highworth. SN6 7BZ 
www.warnefordschool.org 

Excellence     Aspiration        Challenge  Character       Community  
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************************ 
Blunsdon Village Quiz 2024 

Friday 8TH November @ 7:30pm 

Blunsdon Village Hall 

Doors open at 7:00pm 

Form a team of up to 6, £5 per person 

Make sure to enter early to secure your place 

Bring your own drinks and snacks 

Raffle on the night – bring cash 

All proceeds to St Leonard’s Church 

 

Drop your application to 5 Pontings Close, SN26 7AH 

Enclose £5 per team member, either cash or cheques 
payable to St Leonard’s Church PCC 

TEAM NAME……………………………………... No. in Team….. 

EMAIL ADDRESS……………………………… 

PHONE NUMBER………………………… 

ADDRESS…………………………………….. 

MONEY ENCLOSED…………. 
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Could you offer the ‘Gift of a Lift’? 

If you enjoy driving and like to help people why not become a 
volunteer driver for Swindon Dial A Ride. You 

decide how much or how little time you want to 
give. You can either drive our minibuses with full 

training or use your own car.  

If you are interested in volunteering or you need more information 
please call us on 01793 616050 between 10.00 and 
17.00 Monday to Friday. 

Swindon Dial A Ride, Newcombe Drive, Hawksworth 
Trading Estate, Newcombe Drive, Swindon, SN2 1DZ  
www.dialarideswindon.org.uk 

 

 






