


Minutes of the Twenty First Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 31st March 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Cllr Members Present:   Sandra Keates (SK), Martin Nash (MN) Acting Chairman, Jim Taylor (JT) & Peter Hughes (PH)

Ward Councillors Present: Steve Weisinger
                                                             
Members of Public - None

Officers:  Debbie Braiden (RFO/Clerk) (DB), Claire Boles (A/Clerk) (CB)
MINUTES

226. APOLOGIES:  Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Ian Selwood (IS), Kingsley Poulton (KP), 
Paul Weston (PW), Mick Compton (MC) & Ward Councillor Vijay Manro

227. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

 Cllr Jim Taylor declared interest on planning application S/25/0086
 Recess – None

228. MINUTES FROM THE TWENTYFIRST ORDINARY MEETING

Proposed by Cllr Keates, seconded by Cllr Hughes, all agreed they be accepted as a true record - minutes were approved and signed by acting Chairman (MN). 

229. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Footpaths: The Haul Road. Ward Cllr Gardiner to action a campaign for road closure, c/f to next meeting.

Broadband/Wi-Fi: Awaiting response from Will Stone/BT for a meeting date. Cllr Selwood to follow up, c/f to next meeting.

Traffic: No reply has been received to the invitation to Chris Watts to attend a traffic related meeting. Cllr Jankinson to follow up, c/f to next meeting.

Pavilion Pump Service: Service/repair carried out. Complete.

Slatter update: Contract with Slatter has been completed and signed Complete.

Ermin Street: Oliver Saunders confirmed that the revised plans are in progress and should be received back within the next two weeks. Cllr Jankinson to monitor.

Water on highway / Back Lane: Check that permission has been sourced for work on ditch from the Environmental Agency in response to Clerk writing to the resident. A/Clerk to follow up.

PC office build/unit: Awaiting quotes and designs. Cllr Selwood to action, c/f to next meeting.

Church Path repair: Ward Councillor Steve Weisinger confirmed that the request was at the next stage of consideration for the possibility of repair to path. Cllr Hughes to follow up.

MUGA: The plan with Slatter is now signed. Clerk to follow up on insurance cover.

Pavilion Electric: Review electric meter usage. RFO reported under Finance section.

Pavilion: Review comparisons on pitch hire, new rates for football/cricket. RFO reported under Finance section.

Ermin Street: Await response on S278 agreement. Cllr Jankinson to follow up, c/f to next meeting.

Finance: New bank accounts. RFO reported under Finance section.

BVH Bins: An internal food waste bin and a general recycling bin will be delivered to BVH this week. Complete.

Pavilion Bins: Recycling bin options for inside the pavilion not required. Complete.

Pavilion Extractors: To obtain alternative supplier quotes for larger extractor fans with assistance from the caretaker. OPS Manager to action, c/f to next meeting.

Pavilion Fridge: Larder fridge to be sourced for Pavilion. Cllr Jankinson to action, c/f to next meeting.

Pavilion and Recreation Grounds Electric Charges 25/26: Review. RFO reported in Finance section.

Parking on verges: Damaged grass areas of Churchill Avenue, Lonsdale Close and Linley Rd, request for suggestions on providing parking restrictions from Ward Councillor Weisinger. Cllr Hughes to follow up.

New bank accounts: RFO reported under Finance section.
Waste bin move from Millenium Garden to Berton Close not required due to SBC licence cost. Complete.

Bin PC agreed to remove bin at Cold Harbour and install new larger bin next to waste bin on Ermin Street (by gardens) OM to raise PO and schedule with GM, c/f to next meeting.

Lockable Wheelie bin to be sited adjacent to the Pavilion. Confirmation of lockable location.  Billing system for collections to be provided to RFO. Operations Manager to action, c/f to next meeting.

Recreation ground tree limb removal, £100 P/O required for RFO. Complete.

Community Building light repair. Complete.

Community Building damaged electric car charger has been removed. A replacement unit is due, BPC are not responsible for any costings, all costs should be covered under the insurance claim of driver. Cllr Keates to monitor.

Community Building police presence/update. There has been no reply from Penny Sprawson of Wiltshire Police for an update.  Email has been sent to Vicky to invite her to the ward councillors’ surgery on Saturday 5th April, to have a local police presence. Cllr Keates to follow up.

Case to be raised with Street Works for the unused sign adjacent to 113 Ermin Street to be removed. Ward Councillor Manro to action, c/f to next meeting.

Dumping of a supermarket trolley originally on the crossing in Ermin Street has moved locations a few times. This has been logged with Aldi supermarket for collection but not yet collected OP Manger to follow up.

Request for more details on the Swindon Plan to be provided to BPC.  Ward Councillor Weisinger advised that an expected response would be June/July. Ward Councillor Gardiner to monitor. 

Request for an update on the Kingsdown development.  Ward Councillor Gardiner to action, c/f to next meeting.
         
230. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 

S/HOU/24/1477/JP
Re: Erection of first floor rear gable projection. 
At: 64 High Street, Blunsdon SN26 7AE
SBC refused planning permission


S/HOU/25/0095/BURGES
Re: Erection of single storey rear extension, loft conversion with rear dormer and juliette balcony. 
At: Claymore, Broad Bush, Blunsdon SN26 7DH
SBC granted planning permission


S/24/1256/RACH
Re: Demolition of garage, erection of 1 no. Dwelling (Class C3) and assosiated works. 
At: Land adjacent to 16 Turnpike Road, Blunsdon SN26 7EA
SBC granted planning permission


S/HOU/25/0099/WOODCL
Re: Erection of single storey side/rear extension.
At: 93 Ermin Street, Blunsdon SN26 8AA
SBC granted planning permission

        
240. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT

S/25/0086 - Previously S/23/1341
Re: Erection of 2 dwellings (not 3).
At: Land adjacent to Happy Acre, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon
Comments: PC agreed previously via emails & approved at meeting, to still OBJECT based on existing objections on planning application S/23/1341. 

S/25/0302
Re: Erection of 3 no. Self-build homes following the demolition of existing dwelling and garage.
At: Dinton, Broad Bush, Blunsdon SN26 7DH
Comments: The PC agreed to OBJECT – Visually intrusive and an over intensification development of the site for large 4- & 5-bedroom houses, more suited for bungalows (noting the loss of a bungalow in the village). In addition, the loss of sunlight for neighbours and insufficient parking relevant to the size of properties.
           The PC also support neighbour’s objections.
           The PC also raised concerns with no drainage plan listed.

S/HOU/25/0350
Re: Erection of single storey side extension.
At: 29 Ceres Road, Swindon SN26 8AF
Comments: PC agreed no planning reasons to object.

S/COND/25/0257
Re: Discharge of conditions, Drainage, SuDs, Japanese Knotweed, Lighting, Landscaping and Management of Streets from previous planning S/22/0457.
At: Longfield, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon
Comments: PC agreed no planning reasons to object if all sections complies with legislation. *Noting that the ditch is not unknown and is locally known as Byde Mill Brook.

S/COND/25/0376
Re: Erection of a single storey side and part rear extension.
At: 30 Thames View, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 8AQ
Comments: PC agreed no planning reasons to object.

241. Operations Manager Report 

The report was previously submitted to all Cllr’s, all items requiring action will be listed under the relevant headings in these minutes.

242. FINANCE & RFO Report

a) To receive and approve bank balances to 28/02/25 as per Monthly Spreadsheet Report. RESOLVED by all.

To receive and approve payments list for February 25. Attached. Current Account Payments £62,120.28 & Ops Account £62.27. Total payments for February £62,182.55. RESOLVED by all.

To receive and approve income for February 25 as £52,512.15 received.  RESOLVED by all.

The monthly Budget report was noted – General Reserves £46,265.21 plus £10,000 contingencies. 
 
b) Bank accounts – The report shows we are not utilizing the 95-day COOP with only 5k at 2.31% (3 months fixed) The Santander is not the best rates. The RFO recommended to take the following actions:
To close the two Santander accounts with small % interest.  Transfer Santander money to the 95 Day account COOP.  RESOLVED by all.

New Bank accounts - The PC agreed not to open an additional account as funds would be used for the MUGA project this year and to wait until this project has completed in order to review the bank accounts as to what was required.

Current account with COOP – we now have double approval on our payments account which means both A/Clerk and RFO can make payments but require each other to approve any payments made for security and F REGS. Complete.

c) Pavilion Electric usage – Following the experiment in turning off the electricity supply to the building, the meter showed no activity.  This proved no other use was being metered through the supply and the daily consumption was the old fridge which is now turned off.

d) Resolution for two users of Pavilion and Rec monthly charges – c/f to next meeting 

Village Hall Bookings – to note that one user’s price had to be amended from the charges set for 25/26, as it would cause a large increase in their weekly pricing.  Their 24/25 price was £30.60 and would have gone up to £54.00 per week.  The Finance Committee agreed to charge them £36.00 per week, which brought them in line with other users’ increases.  RESOLVED by all.

To discuss whether to give one user a non-profit discount specific to their criteria and charity work. RESOLVED by all to allow 10% discount.

e) Staff Annual Reviews – Members asked for this to be deferred to the next meeting.

f) RESOLVED by all for the RFO to renew SLCC membership for the new year.

g) To approve our regular internal auditor to audit our 24/25 accounts – PC agreed to approve that she is impartial, competent and independent from the council.

The following updates were received from the RFO’s monthly report:

RIALTAS - members received an update from the RFO who confirmed the system has received an overhaul for coding and other functions, allowing for simplified departmental codes and improvements to the system.  The year-end is booked in for Monday 7th April.
 
Waste & recycling update – Recycling and Food Waste Bins were delivered to the village hall on19/3/25 ready for recycling to start in April. Complete.
 
Permission granted by SBC to move the noticeboard from Sams Lane to Ermin Street (JT) requested this to be discussed further. A/C to add to the next agenda.

Electric contract for the Village Hall – The corona price did not hold up with the utility trading company making contact.  The RFO negotiated the best price available on the day with British Gas Lite. Complete.
 
PHS Price rises - the monthly price of our plan will increase by 3%.  Instant ink is going up by £1 per month. 

The RFO has contacted Derek Kemp (advised by RIALTAS) in connection with seeking advice for the MUGA and how VAT should be handled and whether we can reclaim the VAT etc. Clerk to advise further.

Information for IS & AM - Grounds Maintenance contract payments from 1/4/24 to 6/3/25 = £21,608.10

Pavilion electric usage – Cllr Tayler tested the usage of electric with and without the pump running, no electric is being consumed by the pump. It is therefore suggested that the old fridge may be the draw of additional electric.


243. PROJECT UPDATES

a) MUGA 
Cllr Nash confirmed that contracts have been exchanged. The start date for the 
project is 7/4/25, and the expected completion dated is 4/7/25.
Cllr Nash has posted leaflets to residents and provided leaflets to the school to be sent home with the children.  Safe Access of work vehicles during school start and finishing times were discussed. RFO to follow up on insurance policy for the above dates.

b) Pavilion – None

c) Ermin Street – (JT) confirmed that he was most impressed with works carried out by the Cotswold Tree Surgeons and asked for his comments to be passed on.  Clerk to action.

244. CORRESPONDCE RECEIVED TO  31st MARCH 2025

a) NALC Events newsletter x 2. Emailed to Cllrs
b) Email from Museum & Art Swindon. Loaded on Web/FB & emailed to Cllrs.
c) Prospect Black Tie Ball 2025. Loaded on Web/FB & emailed to Cllrs.
d) NALC Chief Executives bulletin x 4. Emailed to Cllrs.
e) Email from Castle Eaton, digester plant info. Emailed to Cllrs.
f) Local news, events and updates x 3. Emailed to Cllrs.
g) Notification of A419/A417essential maintenance - April 2025. Loaded on Web/FB & emailed to Cllrs.
h) Emaild from Rivan, Little Rose Energy Park. Emailed to Cllrs.
i) Email invitation from Nighingale forestery walk. Emailed to Cllrs.
j) The Inside Lane, Swindon Highways and Transport News. Loaded on Web/FB & emailed to Cllrs.
k) A4311 Cricklade Road, traffic loop reinstatement works. Loaded on Web/FB & emailed to Cllrs.
l) Discover exciting easter events at Museum & Art Swindon. Loaded on Web/FB & emailed to Cllrs.
m) Email from a resident of Berton Close regarding parking of company vehicles. Emailed to Cllrs. A/Clerk to reply.


243. COMMITTEE REPORTS.

a) Grounds Maintenance – Operations Manager reported that he would be talking with Cllr Selwood to arrange the start of the new cutting season.

b) Sams Lane – Operations Manager confirmed he had replied to the concerned resident regarding branch debris.

c) Recreation - No updates.

d) Blunsdon Village Hall – Operations Manager reported that he was investigating pricing for LED lighting.

e) Community Building – (SK) confirmed that the contractor ‘Charge My Street’ were coming on 2/4/25 to replace the EV charger damaged in the vehicle accident and to do maintenance on the other charger.  Following concerns raised by the RFO, she also confirmed that she had checked with the company to ensure no costs were incurred by the Parish Council for the repairs/replacement.  

f) Cemetery – No updates.

g) Allotments - 
Invoices for allotment owners to be sent early April 2025.
Cllr Taylor reported the owner of Plot 2 needs to clear the site of rubbish. A/Clerk to provide details to Ops Manager to make contact with the plot owner.
Ward Councillor Weisinger suggested that deposits could be taken for new allotment owners to ensure allotment is returned in a suitable condition at end of their tenancy.
A/Clerk requested that the council allow non-residents to use empty allotments. A/Clerk to add to the next agenda.

h) Staffing
Notification of Clerk’s holidays from 14/4 to 15/4 and 12/5 to 16/5.
The new employment contract for existing RFO to be appointed as Clerk was signed by acting Chair (MN).

i) Broadband – No updates.

244.  PARISH MATTERS 

Cllr Hughes advised on raised paving slabs at the Millenium Gardens. Cllr Taylor & Nash to follow up.
Cllr Taylor advised on a branch from the hedge of Broadbush. A/Clerk to follow up on the management company that own the hedge.
Cllr Taylor advised on litter in Turnpike Road, a litter pick would be needed by Mark. Ops Manager to action.

245. KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB

a) Allotment spaces available.
b) Muga starts on Monday 7th April.

 246. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING

The next meeting to be held 22nd April 2025 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH.  
There being no further business the Acting Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm




                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
 Chairman 22nd April 2025
    

Listed appendix:
Payments from Current Account 
Payments from Operations Account

    
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
	Footpaths: The Haul Road. Ward Cllr Gardiner to action a campaign for road closure, c/f to next meeting. 
	Ward Cllr Gardiner

	Broadband/Wi-Fi: Awaiting response from Will Stone/BT for a meeting date. Cllr Selwood to follow up.
	Cllr Selwood

	Traffic: No reply has been received to the invitation to Chris Watts to attend a traffic related meeting. Cllr Jankinson to follow up.
	Cllr Jankinson

	Ermin Street: Oliver Saunders confirmed that the revised plans are in progress and should be received back within the next two weeks. Cllr Jankinson to monitor. 
	Cllr Jankinson

	Water on highway / Back Lane: Check that permission has been sourced for work on ditch from the Environmental Agency in response to Clerk writing to the resident. A/Clerk to follow up. 
	A/Clerk

	PC office build/unit: Awaiting quotes and designs. Cllr Selwood to action 
	Cllr Selwood

	Church Path repair: Ward Councillor Steve Weisinger confirmed that the request was at the next stage of consideration for the possibility of repair to path. Cllr Hughes to follow up. 
	Cllr Hughes

	MUGA: The plan with Slatter is now signed. Clerk to follow up on insurance cover. 
	Clerk

	Pavilion Extractors: To obtain alternative supplier quotes for larger extractor fans with assistance from the caretaker. OPS Manager to action.
	Ops Manager

	Pavilion Fridge: Larder fridge to be sourced for Pavilion. Cllr Jankinson to action.
	Cllr Jankinson

	Parking on verges: Damaged grass areas of Churchill Avenue, Lonsdale Close and Linley Rd, request for suggestions on providing parking restrictions from Ward Councillor Weisinger. Cllr Hughes to follow up. 
	Cllr Hughes

	Bin PC agreed to remove bin at Cold Harbour and install new larger bin next to waste bin on Ermin Street (by gardens) OM to raise PO and schedule with GM.
	Ops Manager

	Lockable Wheelie bin to be sited adjacent to the Pavilion. Confirmation of lockable location.  Billing system for collections to be provided to RFO. Operations Manager to action.
	Ops Manager

	Community Building damaged electric car charger has been removed. A replacement unit is due, BPC are not responsible for any costings, all costs should be covered under the insurance claim of driver. Cllr Keates to monitor. 
	Cllr Keates

	Community Building police presence/update. There has been no reply from Penny Sprawson of Wiltshire Police for an update.  Email has been sent to Vicky to invite her to the ward councillors’ surgery on Saturday 5th April, to have a local police presence. Cllr Keates to follow up. 
	Cllr Keates

	Case to be raised with Street Works for the unused sign adjacent to 113 Ermin Street to be removed. Ward Councillor Manro to action.
	Ward Councillor Manro

	Dumping of a supermarket trolley originally on the crossing in Ermin Street has moved locations a few times. This has been logged with Aldi supermarket for collection but not yet collected OP Manger to follow up. 
	Ops Manager

	Request for more details on the Swindon Plan to be provided to BPC.  Ward Councillor Weisinger advised that an expected response would be June/July. Ward Councillor Gardiner to monitor.  
	Ward Cllr Gardiner

	Request for an update on the Kingsdown development.  Ward Councillor Gardiner to action, c/f to next meeting. 
	War Cllr Gardiner

	Resolution for two users of Pavilion and Rec monthly charges – c/f to next meeting  
	Add to next Agenda

	Permission granted by SBC to move the noticeboard from Sams Lane to Ermin Street (JT) requested this to be discussed further. A/C to add to the next agenda
	Add to next Agenda

	The RFO has contacted Derek Kemp (advised by RIALTAS) in connection with seeking advice for the MUGA and how VAT should be handled and whether we can reclaim the VAT etc. Clerk to advise further. 
	Add to next Agenda

	Muga RFO to follow up on insurance policy.
	Clerk

	Ermin Street – (JT) confirmed that he was most impressed with works carried out by the Cotswold Tree Surgeons and asked for his comments to be passed on.  Clerk to action. 
	Clerk

	Email from a resident of Berton Close regarding parking of company vehicles. Emailed to Cllrs. A/Clerk to reply. 
	A/Clerk

	Allotments:Cllr Taylor reported the owner of Plot 2 needs to clear the site of rubbish. A/Clerk to provide details to Ops Manager to make contact with the plot owner. 
	A/Clerk / Ops Manager

	A/Clerk requested that the council allow non-residents to use empty allotments. A/Clerk to add to the next agenda. 
	Add to next Agenda

	Cllr Hughes advised on raised paving slabs at the Millenium Gardens. Cllr Taylor & Nash to follow up. 
	Cllr Taylor / Nash

	Cllr Taylor advised on a branch from the hedge of Broadbush. A/Clerk to follow up on the management company that own the hedge. 
	A/Clerk  

	Cllr Taylor advised on litter in Turnpike Road, a litter pick would be needed by Mark. Ops Manager to action. 
	Ops Manager




  
PROJECT/ACTION POINTS FOR FUTURE

Date Raised		June 23
Project/Action          Turnpike Parking issues
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2022
Project/Action	Ditch in Kingsdown Lane
                                SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2024
Project/Action	Ermin Street Planting Project
Status			Review again 2025
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List of Payments made between 01/03/2025 and 28/03/2025
Date Paid  Payee Name Reference Amount Paid_ Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
06/03/2025  Stand Out Window Cleaning Serv  B408 150.00 REGULAR 0214 invoice FEB 25
13/03/2025  BRITISH GAS LITE DD423 125.23 REGULAR 0336881 Electric Pav
17/03/2025  Hills Waste Solutions Ltd BACS410 121.78 REGULAR P930322 inv
17/03/2025  Corona Energy DD424. 576.94 REGULAR D000124190 Gas VH quarter
21/03/2025  ESP Colour Ltd BACS421 30.00 March 31st PFI-370317 inv
24/03/2025  Spot On Supplies (Cleaning)Ltd ~ BACS411 206.63 REGULAR 12228368,293,595,960 invs.
27/03/2025  Allbuild and Landscaping Serv  BACS427 507.00 REGULAR 2158 inv

waste collec
27/03/2025  Allbuild and Landscaping Serv  BACS428 120.00 OPSremove 3168
treebranc
27/03/2025  Allbuild and Landscaping Serv  BACS429 1,408.80 SAMS Lane Flail 3169
27/03/2025  Scottish & Southern Power Dist ~ BACS430 10953.22 March 25 Job Ref FEU370/1
28/03/2025 K & B Carpets and Fitting Ltd BACS413 55.00 S133LGA72  Expense claim - mats VH & Pav
28/03/2025  Tectonic Software ApS. BACS414 315.00 S133 March 31st Sub for 25/26 Lemon Book
28/03/2025 Robert Dyas BACS415 2175 $112 March 31st DB - storage file boxes, pens.
28/03/2025  Mrs D Braiden BACS416 100.00 $112 March 31st Expenses Claim - vouchers TJ
28/03/2025  Mr M Nash BACS417 3.50 March 31st Postage costs MUGA contract
28/03/2025  Wiltshire Pension Fund BACS418 857.50 5112 31st March Pensions for FEB 25
28/03/2025  Rotary Electrical Contractors BACS419 123.85 March 31st 107252 inv
28/03/2025  Wilts Assn of Local Councils. BACS420 30.00 March 31st Swindon Area Comittee subs
28/03/2025  Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd ~ BACS422 369.60 March 31st 32514 inv System clearance
28/03/2025  Liza's Easy Cleaning Services ~ BACS425 78.00 REGULAR 90 invoice PAV cleaning
28/03/2025  Hayley Seagroatt BACS426 675.00 REGULAR March - 46 invoice VH cleans,
Total Payments 16,834.89
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Blunsdon Parish Council 2024/25

Time: 07:29 Operations Account
List of Pay ments made between 01/02/2025 and 28/02/2025
DatePaid  Payee Name Reference AmountPaid  Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
0300212025 Amazon EU BACSOPS342  9.80 Copier Paper 359205196 INV.
cB
0410212025 Toolstation BACSOPS343 1049  S133LGAT2  MJ-Batteries AAx 24, lamp
051022025 Emergency Security Services BACSOPS344 S133LGA72  MJ2 keys VHALL front door
10.00
100212025 Amazon EU BACSOPS345 s112 500CGHAMKOHI inv
15.49
2710212025 HPI Instant Ink BACSOPS340 REGULAR 103093106
16.49

Total Payments




