


Minutes of the Nineteenth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd February 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Present: Cllrs Jankinson (Chair), Keates, Nash, Poulton, Selwood, Tayler, Hughes & Weston
Officers: Judd. Braiden & Boles

Apologies:  Cllrs Compton
Staff apologies: none

188. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
 Cllr Tayler declared interest on planning application S250086 / Happy Acre

Recess 
Four residents attended until item 9h, on the agenda

Resident A who addressed the PC regarding concerns on planning application S/HOU/25/0077 17 Turnpike Road. Concerns were felt that: 
a) It is a misleading planning application due to description of property, with plans not including heights of garage or dimensions of distance from neighbouring properties.
b) Loss of daylight/sunlight due to proximity of extension to their property
c) Confirmation that there is a tree adjacent to the extension that may affect build or risk of fall that was not on planning application
d) Resident believes that there are plans to set up a childcare business in the proposed extended building that are not disclosed on the application  

Resident B who addressed the PC regarding concerns on planning application S/HOU/25/0077 17 Turnpike Road. Concerns were felt that: 

e) Scale or proposal is very large and will be an overbearing development
f) Loss of daylight/sunlight due to proximity of extension to their property
g) No information provided on additional drainage with the property flooding on occasions to the front of the site.
h) Resident believes that if the building became a childcare business that it will result in additional noise, traffic and parking issues which would affect all neighbours  


As is the usual procedure BPC has received the resident's comments and will take these into consideration when discussing planning applications at item 6 on the agenda. Cllr Jankinson advised the residents to formally make their own representations to SBC.


189. MINUTES FROM THE EIGHTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING
Proposed by Cllr Nash, seconded by Cllr Weston, all agreed they be accepted as a true record - minutes were approved. 

190. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) BFC License - investigate further with SBC. RFO to advise later

b) Email from resident at Coombe Rise - regarding heavy equip & animals, referred resident to SBC Planning. Complete 



c) Maps are now received.
Notice board from top of Sam’s Lane to be moved to new location (High St & Ermin St junction). RFO to action
New location of notice board to be add to the council’s mapping system. Clerk to action
Relocation costs from SBC is £100, agreed by all to go ahead.

d) MUGA T&C JCT - Update required on clear price structure & construction phase plan (CPP).  Cllr Nash to action 

e) Public Service Bank - Investigate suitable options. RFO c/f 17/2

f) Pavilion Pump Service - to be rebooked when weather improves due to access, pump currently working. Cllr Tayler to book

g) Swindon Plan - follow up SBC Cllrs invites. Cllr Jankinson & Poulton to action 

h) Utilities contracts - Investigate Utility pricing options. RFO c/f 17/2 

i) Cambridge withdrawal letter - for £50,000. Signed letter submitted to bank, RFO confirmed cheque received and banked, and will be transferred to the COOP 35-day account. Complete   

j) BVH Charges for 2025/2026 - New pricing now on charges sheet and booking system. Complete

k) Allotments 2025/2026 - New pricing now on charges sheet. Complete 

l) Burials 2025/2026 - New pricing now on charges sheet. Complete 

m) Pavilion / Rec - Outdoor broom confirmed on site. Complete

n) Pavilion / Rec - Review of public signage. A/Clerk to action 

o) Pavilion / Rec - Note for Blunsdon Magazine, use of boot scrapers at Rec. Complete

p) Pavilion / Rec - Meeting to be arranged with BFC regarding recreational area and pavilion. RFO/AC to action

q) Previous correspondence - External Training 1st Aid at Work Email replied to. Complete

r) Previous correspondence - Email re: Castle Eaton Digester route meeting. 
Cllr Nash & Tayler to attend on 11/2 and report back on 17/2

s) Previous correspondence - Email from Wanborough PC regarding Road Sweeping replied to with decline. Complete 

t) [bookmark: _Int_BmxrH464]Previous correspondence - Email from St Leonards School for Clothes Bank approval  replied to with decline. Complete

u) Previous correspondence - Email via Website from a resident on Traffic in Parish replied to with understanding of situation. Complete
v) Previous correspondence - Email from a resident on fly tipping Turnpike Road replied to and reported to SBC. Complete 

w) Previous correspondence - Email from a resident on Farrier St repair replied to, Complete 

x) Cleaning Rota - Rota for BVH cleaning. RFO & A/Clerk to attend meeting and report back 17/2

y) Community Building - Daikin has finished the repair. Complete

z) Employment contract - signed contract for Op Manager received. Complete 

aa) Sign down in Kingsdown/Turnpike junction, reported to SBC. Complete

ab) Charity Bingo Event by Community Shop - Invoiced as FOC, organisers to obtain an Alcohol license for the event. Cllr Keates to action

ac) Front Lane/Back Lane Drains blockage referred to Thames Water. Reported to Cllr Weisinger at SBC regarding ongoing drain issue. Cllr Selwood to review


              
191. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
       
S/LDP/24/1401/BURGES 1 Jupiter Close, Swindon SN26 8AH
Single storey rear extension – Approved/Granted permission
        
192. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT
      
S/HOU/25/0077 17 Turnpike Road, Blunsdon SN26 7EA
Single storey & first floor rear extension to garage and conversion of garage into living accommodation.

Decision: OBJECT based on: Loss of daylight/sunlight on neighboring properties, Scale and dominance of building compared to plot size. Overshadowing of Neighbour’s properties.  Concerns on surface water/wastewater. Is there a subsequent application for change of use recorded?


S/25/0086 Land adjacent to Happy Acre, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon SN25 5DL
Erection of 2. No dwellings

Decision: OBJECT based on: No design & access. Very little change to original application. No response to consultees’ comments, no mitigation or explanation. Principle of development is not valid or proved through Policy NC5



S/HOU/25/0095 Claymore, Broad Bush, Blunsdon SN26 7DH
Erection of single stored rear extension, loft conversion with rear dormer and juliette balcony

Decision: Support with no planning reason to object
         

Other Planning Matters/ Project Matters

a. MUGA 

JCT received, questions raised on clear price structure and construction phase plan due.  Cllr Nash to action 

S&C Slatter to provide a more detailed plan. Cllr Jankinson to action

Cllr Selwood raised discussions regarding PC office building/unit requirements and dimensions that need to be confirmed for Cllr Selwood to source prices. Planning permission was deferred so needs to be applied for. Cllr Jankinson to action

Source of funds for building/unit could be a Public Works Loan. Cllr Selwood to initiate with RFO 


b. Pavilion 
Quotes on repairs to be raised in 17/2 meeting


c. Ermin Street  
Cllr Jankinson advised revised plans from Oliver Saunders of Bath Land Management due. Cllr Jankinson to provide update 17/2



193.  CORRESPONDCE RECEIVED TO 3 FEBRUARY 2025

a) Email from Alan Winter re: conditions of Rec ground and paths after matches
b) NALC Events Newsletter x 2
c) Email: From resident on fly posters in village, which were removed immediately
d) Email: University Bursary Grants
e) Email from SBC Local News, Events and Updates x 2
f) Email: Swindon Borough of Sanctuary Event Invitation to meeting – no attendees
g) Police Report - incident at Blunsdon Community Shop/Cafe (Ref Report No BCA 6187 25 5493 04) A request has been made direct to Swindon police to arrange a visit to shop to view CCTV, Cllr Keates confirmed that drug and alcohol use is now taking place most days. Cllr Keates and A/Clerk to follow up
h) Email: Planning Application - Challenge to: S/HOU/25/0077
Resident A & B also expressed their concerns in the planning section of this meeting.
i) Email from SBC on A4198 Thamesdown Drive - Proposed Works to be shared on Facebook. A/Clerk to action
j) Cllrs Code of Conduct
k) Expansion of Anaerobic Digester at Castle Eaton meeting
l) Councilor Steve Weisinger received request from a resident on extra dog waste bins – the option of an a bin to be situated at Burton Close/High Street. 
Clerk to follow up

   
194.  Best Kept Village
         
It was agreed by all Cllrs to decline for 2025. A/Clerk to respond to invite

 
195.  COMMITTEE REPORTS.
a. Grounds Maintenance 
Meeting to be set up with AM, Clerk & Cllr Selwood to discuss GM contract and expectations. Clerk to action

Sams Lane - Cllr Steve Weisinger has not been able to action the hedge cut. Cllr Tayler suggested for BPC to go ahead with the cut and cover the costs. It was agreed by all to use the £2000 in allocated reserves to cover the cost. Cllr Selwood to action


b. Recreation 
Cllr Tayler reported tyre marks on grass that were caused by a contractor of BFC who got stuck in the mud, causing additional damage to the field.


c. Blunsdon Village Hall 
Cllr Tayler reported the fire doors were left open on the afternoon of Saturday 1st Feb. Further information to be obtained from the previous hall users.  A/Clerk to action


d. Community Building
Boiler repair with Daikin, system now up and running. Complete

e. Cemetery-   No updates received.


f. Allotments –   Cllr Tayler has received an enquiry for a potential new customer on vacant plot.


g. Staffing – Alex Marasco start date confirmed as 17/2/25
Confirmation of the Clerk’s leave date to be 31/3/25

h. Broadband – c/f 17/2






196.  PARISH MATTERS 
   
a. Cllr Selwood confirmed continued issues with drains located at Front Lane/Back Lane and reported on damaged verge and excess mud in the area. Clerk/A/C to contact Thames Water & SBC Highways

b. Cllr Hughes reported concerns about the roadside footpath near the church, photos of area needed. Cllr Huges to action

c. Cllr Jankinson reported concerns about water being pumped out of the rear of Grove House on Back Lane, situation to be monitored to see if this is a re-occurring issue.
Cllr Selwood to report back

d. Cllr Tayler asked if any Cllr’s could attend the next ward meeting to represent BPC., Cllr Hughes will try to attend

e. Concerns were raised for S/24/1297 - Erection of 1no. dwelling and associated works (Variation of Condition 15 - Plans from planning permission S/14/0950).
At: Land To the Rear of Orchard House, Hunts Hill Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BN
PC agreed to support as no planning reason to object. Access for construction still of concern to PC. Site needs securing 
Site not considered safe for public. Clerk to contact resident and Building Control at SBC to action as matter of priority





197. KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB.
              
a. Update on village maps

b. Advice on using general public rubbish bins for disposal of dog waste in addition to red dog waste bins.

c. Thank you message to members of the public that have been litter picking around the village.




 198. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING
         The next meeting to be held 17 February at 7.30pm – Venue BVH.  
         There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:05 pm.





                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
 Chairman 17th February 2025
    


    
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Pavilion Pump Service
Rebook service date for when weather improves. Cllr Tayler to action

Slatter update
Update from recent communications required. Cllr Jankinson to action

Pavilion / Rec
Review of public signage once BFC meeting complete. A/Clerk to action

Pavilion / Rec
Meeting to be arranged with BFC on conditions of Recreational area. RFO, Cllrs Taylor & Nash to action

Ermin Street
Revised plans due from Oliver Saunders. Cllr Jankinson to action

Castle Eaton Digester Plant 
Meeting on 11/2. Cllr Nash & Tayler to attend meeting and provide feedback

Cleaning Rota for BVH
Meeting on 6/2 to discuss cleaning rota with Hayley. RFO & A/Clerk to action

Charity Bingo Event by Community Shop
Obtain alcohol license. Cllr Keates to chase for A/Clerk

Front Lane/Back Lane Drains blockage
Reported to SBC. Cllr Selwood to monitor

Utilities Contracts
To be presented with options for Electric supplier on 17/2. RFO to action

PC office build/unit
Purpose/dimensions of unit required to source pricing. Cllr Jankinson to provide to Cllr Selwood

PC office build/unit
Options for source of funds for build costs/purchase. Cllr Selwood to initiate with RFO, to action

Grounds Maintenance Contract meeting
Meeting to be set up with AM, Clerk & Cllr Selwood. Clerk to action


Sams Lane
Authorised hedge cut to be booked using reserve funds. Cllr Selwood to action

BVH Fire doors
Fire doors left open 1/2/25 - investigate reason. A/Clerk to action

Church, roadside footpath condition
Photos to be taken of area to present at the next meeting. Cllr Hughes to action

Back lane/Grove house
Water being pumped out of rear of Grove house to be monitored. Cllr Selwood to report back

S/24/1297 Land to rear of Orchard House
Priority on notifying landowner in making access/site safe, Clerk to action

  
PROJECT/ACTION POINTS FOR FUTURE

Date Raised		June 23
Project/Action	Turnpike Parking issues
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2022
Project/Action	Ditch in Kingsdown Lane
SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2024
Project/Action	Ermin Street Planting Project
Status			Review again 2026


  

