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HOUSE HOTEL
* k k&

Sunday Carve

Join us for a sumptuous Sunday Lunch Carvery in our
bright, contemporary Flame Restaurant.

Enjoy an extensive range of starters, perfectly cooked
roasts and irresistible desserts, the ultimate family treat!
Large parties welcome — pre-booking essential.

60 Years of Value, Quality & Service.

Blunsdon House Hotel, The Ridge, Blunsdon, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN26 7AS Tel: +44 (0)1793 721701 blunsdonhouse.co.uk

Grant Carpentry & Contruction Ltd
We specialise in all construction.
* loft conversions

AbaC.US A Professional Bond BIIilllers
Cleaning Carpet & Upholstery Fencing & Patio Services

Cleaning Company

SEN'EES you can count on!

Fencing - Gates - Patios - Sheds

ON SITE CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING. 01793 824272 o« 077125 979494

CARPET AND FABRIC PROTECTION TREATMENTS.
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE CARPET AND bondbuilders@yahoo.co.uk facebook.com/BondBuilders
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING INDUSTRY.
LOCALLY BASED, PROVIDING PERSONAL AND
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE.

A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CARPET - (01793) 26_4 851

CLEANERS ASSOCIATION

(MEMBER NO. 1399) ' 07866 940 732

Yours Carpets & Upholstery deserve the best _ sbtreesurgery.co.uk

care possible Tree Felling & Dismantling.
To arrange a free, no obligation quotation Pollarding & Removal.
please ring: ;o Hedge Reduction & Trimming.

SWINDON (01793) 421802 Lk ¢ wilugi Stump Grinding. Site Clearance.
www.abacuscleaningservices.co.uk j / | — ,




Blunsdon Community Shop & Cafe

-

Community Shop

—BLUNSDON—

We said goodbye to Daisy in October from our Weekend Team and welcomed Hannah.
Good Luck Daisy with your new role you will be missed on Sundays!

Can you believe it is less than 7 weeks till Christmas! We are hosting a Shareholder RSVP
Christmas Preview Event on the 9*" November and then our Christmas Products will be
available for sale from Tuesday 10" November.

Buy your Blunsdon Christmas Cards and 2027 Limited Edition Blunsdon
Calendars

Dates for your diary - follow us on social media for up to date event news.

Mon 9™ Nov Tues 10*" Nov Frid 27t Nov
Shareholder Christmas Bill King Tea & Talk — History Gin Tasting
Preview Event — 8 pm of the Poppy Tickets £25
Email/RSVP - 2.30 pm Tickets £6
Mon 30 th Nov Thurs 10*" Dec Sun 13th Dec
Advent Window Wine Tasting 7 pm Children’s Christmas
Maps go on sale Tickets £20 Crafters Tickets £7.50
at £2 each 3.30pm and 5pm
Friday 18 Dec
Lions Santa Visit with Carols
4dpm

Interested in Volunteering? We are a friendly team and if you can spare 1
hour or more a week we would love to hear from you. Please contact Angela
via volunteering@ blunsdoncommunity shop.co.uk for more details or just
pop in and speak to a member of our amazing team.

Opening times are: Mon, Tues, Weds, Thurs, Sat: 8am — 5pm, Fri 8am — 5pm.
Sundays: 8 am — 4 pm. Café opens at 9 am and closes 1 hour before the shop.
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Blunsdon Village Quiz 2026

Friday 20th November Blunsdon Village Hall
7pm arrival for 7.30pm start

Do you know the capital of Kazakhstan?
Can you identify a 1980s one hit wonder?
Do you have a friend who insists they “would have got that” after every
answer is revealed?

Then this is the night for you!

- Teams up to Six
- Raffle prizes
- Bring your own drinks and snacks
- Friendly competition
- Unfriendly competitiveness by Round 8!

Come and pit your knowledge against the finest minds in Blunsdon whilst
raising some invaluable funds for St Leonard’s Church

£5 per person, £30 for a max team of 6. Cash only please.

Please complete and deliver the below form to: 4 The Ridge, Blunsdon SN26
7AD

Lead Contact

Email address

Phone number

Address

Team
name

Number of participants Money enclosed £




Your personal life.
Our specialist lawyers.

In life, change is inevitable. Whatever it is you're
facing, our job is to deliver the best possible
results for you.

Wills — Estate planning & inheritance tax — Loss
of mental capacity - Need for long-term care —
Property ownership structures - Lasting Powers
of Attorney - Trusts - And more.

R

S

%" For more info visit rwkgoodman.com

. FOOD FOR THOUGHT.
Outside Catering

N2

Mobile fish & chip van will be at Blunsdon,
Blunt Rise from 5pm
Thursday 5" and 19" November
If you would like a copy of our menu
please email grahamrowcliffe58 @outlook.com
or WhatsApp 07515 288414
Pre orders welcome by WhatsApp or text 07515 288414.



Blunsdon Parish Council

Parish Council Update — November 2026
As November arrives, the clocks have gone back, the nights have drawn in, and there's
definitely a chill in the air. That can only mean one thing... it's time for fireworks, woolly hats
and toasted marshmallows!
Whether you're heading to a local Bonfire Night celebration or simply enjoying the glow of a
garden fire pit, we hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable start to the month. Please
remember to be considerate of neighbours, pets and livestock, as loud bangs can be
unsettling for some of our four-legged friends.
Although the evenings are darker, there's still plenty going on in and around Blunsdon. Keep
an eye out for local events, community gatherings and festive activities as we begin the
countdown to Christmas. They are a great way to catch up with friends, meet new faces,
and enjoy everything our village has to offer.
With darker mornings and evenings now part of daily life, we'd also encourage everyone to
take a little extra care when walking, cycling or driving around the parish. A reflective jacket,
a bike light or simply a little extra caution can make all the difference.
As always, if you spot anything around the parish that needs attention, whether it's fly
tipping, damaged signs, overgrown vegetation or graffiti, please let us know at
clerk@blunsdon-pc.gov.uk. Your reports help us keep Blunsdon looking its best.

Thank you to everyone who helps make Blunsdon such a friendly and welcoming place to
live. Stay warm, stay safe, and enjoy a November filled with fireworks, marshmallows and
community spirit!

Planning Highlights

The Parish Council is consulted on planning applications and helps represent local views by
highlighting any concerns, support, or local knowledge that may be relevant to the decision-
making process.

Changes to Planning Application Call-Ins

From 31 October 2026, new national planning rules will change how planning applications
are considered across England, including in Swindon. Under the new National Scheme of
Delegation, many smaller and routine planning applications, such as householder extensions
and minor developments, will be determined by planning officers rather than being referred
to a Planning Committee. This means that the existing process allowing ward councilors to
"call in" certain applications for committee consideration will be significantly restricted or
removed for many types of application. Residents will still be able to view and comment on
planning applications, and local councils will continue to be consulted, but the number of
applications considered directly by elected planning committees is expected to reduce, with
committees focusing on larger, more significant or contentious developments.
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SBC Decisions

Application Number: S/26/0892/BURGES - Granted Permission

Proposal: Erection of 4 no. Dwellings in lieu of the 5 no. Conversions approved by
Application S/PAG2R/25/1059.

At: Stubbs Hill Farm, Broad Bush Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7ES

Application Number: S/TPO/26/0859 - Granted permission
Re: Works to BOS TPO 2007-01 G1 8 Lime trees (No.7).
At: 17 Pontings Close, Blunsdon, Swindon, SN26 7AH

Application Number: S/HOU/26/0917/JP - Granted permission
Proposal: Erection of a detached timber garden workshop and storage building.
Site Address: Maple Tree Cottage, 17A Turnpike Road Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7EA

S/RES/26/0873 - Granted Outline Permission

Proposal: Reserved matters application (following planning application S/OUT/23/1499) for
details of appearance, landscaping and layout.

At: Little Rose Farm, Lower Village Blunsdon SN26 7Bl

NEW applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment by BPC

Application Ref: S/HOU/26/1126

Description: Single storey side extension to form new bedroom and associated works
At:: 47 High Street, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7AG

BPC comment : BPC have no reason to object

Application Ref: S/LBC/26/1127 (additional conservation area planning application to 1126)
Description: Single storey side extension to form new bedroom and associated works.

At: 47 High Street, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7AG

BPC comment : BPC have no reason to object

Application Ref: S/26/1143

Description: Erection of 9 residential dwellings and associated infrastructure, landscaping
and servicing.

Site Address: Land Adjacent to Ermin Street, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 8AA

BPC comment: BPC have objected, details available on SBC portal

Application Ref: S/HOU/26/1191

Description: Garage Conversion to habitable accommodation and associated works.
Site Address: 15 Sutton Park, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7BB

BPC comment : BPC have no reason to object



Application Ref: $/26/1194

Description: Erection of a dwelling (Removal of condition 1 - agricultural occupancy
condition from permission

Site Address: Happy Acre, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL

BPC comment : BPC have no reason to object

Have Your Say on the Swindon Local Plan 2043

Swindon Borough Council has published the proposed Local Plan 2043 and residents now
have the opportunity to submit comments as part of the formal Regulation 19 consultation
stage.

The Local Plan will help shape future housing, employment, transport, infrastructure and
environmental policies across the Borough up to 2043. This consultation represents the final
opportunity for residents, businesses and organisations to comment before the Plan is
submitted for independent examination.

Comments can be submitted until 12 November 2026 via the Council's consultation portal
or by emailing swindonlocalplan2043@swindon.gov.uk. Further information, supporting
documents and details on how to submit a representation can be found on the Swindon
Borough Council website. Residents can view the consultation and submit comments via the
Council's Local Plan page: Swindon Local Plan 2043. [swindon.gov.uk]

Speed Monitoring and Road Safety

We are pleased that temporary speed tubes (counters) are approved at several locations
throughout the village. This is a welcome development following ongoing concerns about
vehicle speeds in some areas of Blunsdon. We hope the data collected will be available
soon, enabling discussions with the relevant authorities and helping to identify the next
steps towards making our roads safer for all users.

SBC has provisionally approved three locations with further site surveys to be carried out
before finalising those positions. These devices will be used to collect data, monitor vehicle
speeds and increase driver awareness, encouraging motorists to check their speed and
comply with the limits. We look forward to seeing the positive impact these measures will
have on road safety within our community.

Speed Enforcement Summary — 15t October 2026

A speed enforcement session was conducted on Thursday 15™ October 2026, between
09:05 and 09:25, at Ermin Street, Minerva Heights, Blunsdon. During this operation, 3
vehicles were recorded exceeding the posted 30 MPH speed limit. The highest recorded
speed was 37 MPH. Following initial checks:

e 3 drivers will be offered a Speed Awareness Course.
e Odrivers will receive a £100 fine and 3 penalty points.
e 0Odrivers met the threshold for a court summons.



Further administrative processes are now underway to ensure appropriate outcomes for
each offender. This includes checks for MOT compliance, valid insurance, and whether any
individuals are totting up points. Captured footage will also be reviewed for additional
offences such as seatbelt non-compliance and mobile phone use.

This information has been provided by the Speed Enforcement Officer, Specialist Operations
— Roads Policing Unit

Parish Update

Thank You, RRT and Volunteers

A huge thank you to the RRT team (Plymouth Brethren) and all the residents who took part
in the Blunsdon Litter Pick at the end of September. Thanks to everyone's hard work and
enthusiasm, a significant amount of litter was collected from around the village, helping to
keep our community looking its best. Events like this demonstrate what can be achieved
when residents come together for a common purpose. We hope everyone who joined in
enjoyed the experience and felt the strong sense of community spirit that makes Blunsdon
such a special place to live. Your time and effort are greatly appreciated, and we look
forward to seeing even more residents involved in future community events.

Golden Gatherings Celebrates Its First Anniversary

October marked the first anniversary of Golden Gatherings, a wonderful community
initiative held at the Blunsdon Community Café. Over the past 12 months, the group has
provided a welcoming and friendly space where residents can enjoy a chat, make new
friendships and spend time together over a cup of tea or coffee. The group has become a
valued part of village life, giving residents the chance to meet new people, catch up with
friends and enjoy a friendly afternoon together. The group also welcomed a visit from the
Mayor of Swindon, Neil Hopkins, who praised the volunteers and organisers for the positive
difference they are making to people's lives and for creating such a warm and inclusive
environment. For those who may have difficulty getting to the café, a Dial-a-Ride service is
available to assist with transport, helping to ensure that as many residents as possible can
take part. Congratulations to Parish Cllr Hazel Wakefield, in reaching this milestone, and a
huge thank you to the volunteers whose dedication has made Golden Gatherings such a
valued and successful part of our community. For further details contact:
goldengatheringsblunsdon@gmail.com

Residents' Feedback and Updates
We regularly receive comments, suggestions, and concerns from residents. Here are a few
recent topics that have been raised, along with updates on the actions being taken.

Front Lane / Back Lane Water Seepage

Reports of ongoing water seepage in the Front Lane and Back Lane area have been raised.
This issue will be reported once again and followed up through our Ward Councillor to help
ensure it remains on the relevant authority's radar.
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Garage Areas and Weed Maintenance

Many of the garage blocks across the parish are privately owned, meaning their upkeep is
the responsibility of individual owners. If you own a garage, we'd be grateful if you could
help keep the area around it tidy by removing weeds and unwanted vegetation where
possible. A little maintenance can go a long way in keeping garage areas looking neat,
preventing overgrowth from spreading, and ensuring easy access for everyone. By working
together, we can help maintain a cleaner, smarter and more welcoming environment for all
residents.

Thank you to everyone who takes the time to look after their garage and surrounding area.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

MUGA Ball Control

We've received comments regarding balls leaving the MUGA during play. To help keep balls
within the compound, the Parish Council will be looking at possible improvements in the
future and reviewing options that may reduce this issue.

Holdcroft Parking and Access

Residents have highlighted that Holdcroft can be challenging for larger vehicles to access
when parking is restricted. We will be contacting Highways to see whether a traffic
management assessment of the road can be carried out, although this can be a lengthy
process. In the meantime, we'd ask residents to be mindful of where they park, particularly
on bends and narrower parts of the road, to help ensure access remains available for larger,
emergency and refuse vehicles

Sutton Park Match Day Parking

Parking associated with football matches at Sutton Park continues to be raised by residents.
The football club actively sends parking reminders each week to players, parents and
visitors, with clear instructions on where and how to park responsibly. While the club works
hard to encourage considerate parking, it cannot be held responsible for the actions of
every individual visitor. We encourage everyone attending matches to park thoughtfully and
respect local residents and access routes.

Access to the Proposed Cemetery Extension

A couple of residents have suggested that a pedestrian gate or access point should be
provided from the new housing development located behind the land allocated for the
proposed cemetery extension.

This suggestion will be considered as part of the future planning application to change the
use of the land to cemetery use. The Parish Council will review access arrangements and any
feedback received during the planning process before any decisions are made.

Thank you to everyone who takes the time to raise concerns and share feedback. Resident
reports help us identify issues, prioritise projects and continue working towards
improvements across the parish.



Dates for Your Diary

Parish Council Meetings — The next two meetings for the Parish Council will be on:

Full Council Parish Meeting will be on Monday 2" November at 7.30 pm

Finance Parish Meeting will be on Monday 16" November at 7.30 pm

Ward Councillor’s Surgery will be on 7" November 11:30am, at the Village Shop
Golden Gatherings on 4th and 18th November at 3pm, at the Village Shop

Did You Know?

When you're watching fireworks this November, you're looking out over a landscape that
has been inhabited since at least the Iron Age. People have been gathering on the high
ground around Blunsdon for thousands of years, although their celebrations probably
involved a few more bonfires and a few less fireworks!

| / Saturday 21°t November \
Book and Craft Sale

$t Leonards Church
10~-12noon

If you would like to have a craft table
Please contact: jane_ockwell@hotmail.com
for more details

SATURDAY 28™ NOVEMBER 2026
‘i -~ AT 4PM
CHRIST CHURCH, SWINDON, SN13HB

—— ticketsource.com/brunelbrass =

(O) @BRUNELBRASS



2026 Blunsdon Advent Windows

It's CHRISTMAS! Well, it isn’t yet, but it will be soon! Every 2 years we celebrate
the approach of Christmas with our Advent Windows Trail: will you be involved?

We need at least 24 households to decorate and illuminate a window, which can
be seen from the street. Each day in December up to 24th a window is lit: a
Village Advent Calendar! Show-time is from S5pm so little-ones can see them
before bedtime.

For details, or to volunteer, please contact me on:

- drjudy_robbins_62@hotmail.com
- 07962 318087 (text or WhatsApp preferred)
- Closing date for entries 15th November

Judy Robbins (Blunsdon Xmas EIf!)

Save the Date!

"\ Christmas Crafties

Wednesday December 2nd 2026

Where: Blunsdon Village Hall 7-10pm
Tickets: available from
Sunday 1st November at the Community Shop

=

Book early to avoid disappointment-mince pies,crafts, mulled wine
and lots of fun guaranteed.
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Gipsy Lane Thames Avenue Transfer Bridge Old Town Haskins
01793 488 888 01793 534 501 01793524 333 01793 524 030 01793 814 888

Minibus & Coach Taxis
01793 818394 01793 232323

Celebrating @:
5 0

Years
1974 - 2024

Driven by trust. Powered by experience

Cheaper Than a Skip &
o TR Twice the Capacity!
" Making Life Better

—1 N

making the most of Swindon's waste g Commercial, Home, Garden,
TSR maTs st Garage,Site Clearance

PrOtECt[ng your pet, yo;.l ' Clearance & Recycling

pocket and the ' .. ' k- — | of Commercial & ® Load Assist & 24 Hour Service
Domestic Waste

environment . TRrecycling swinbon)

t/f: 01793 706447 m: 07737 371393
e: trrecycling@swindon.myzen.co.uk
w: www.trrecycling.co.uk

consultations

Booster vaccinations
Discounts on retail products
food and any prescribed flez

& worming products LiVi ng
Substantial discounts o 0 )\ . With p ai n

prescription charges VIP BCO PLAN

Seasonal offers through oL 0 r i nj u I’y?

newsletters, plus m = Latnehing i February 2026!
more! -3 From £16.50 (Cat) | £16.66 (Dog) We can help.

We have extensive
experience treating...
« Sciatica
+ Shoulder pain
. . + Sports injuries
Lorraine Green Artist
Beautiful watercolour paintings of British farm __
animals and wildlife. o

« Back and neck pain
+ Rehabilitation after surgery
o ol + Ergonomic/work injuries

Located in
Blunsdon House Hotel {:}
-l

PARNELLHARPER
www.parnellharper.com INJURY CLINIC

Original art, prints, greetings cards
and gifts inspired by the countryside.

www.lorrainegreenartist.com




Grace Electrics Ltd Est. 1970

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SPECIALIST
Spares and repairs for most makes

HOME VISITS

Cookers and ovens, Microwaves, Hobs (induction), Tumble Driers,
Vacuum cleaners, Fridge Freezers (also American style),
Washing Machines, Dishwashers
MUCH MUCH MORE
114 Rivermead Business Park, Rivermead Drive, SN5 7TEX
Tel: 01793 693858 Email: grace-electrics@hotmail.com

CHATWIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Blunsdon based Gas Safe
Registered Enginger

Boler Breakdowns
Boller Services
Boller Installations
Bathroom Renovations

CRCRC BRI B

Call us on 07825912979

Local, riendly & reliable
Domestic Plumbing Service

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL g
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Landscaping Bathrooms
Paving Kitchens
Groundworks Plumbing
Driveways Ramps
Demolition Fencing
Digger & Driver Hire ¥¥'V ([

DISABLED ACCESS & CONVERSION SPECIALIST @

07 980 740 835 15 Ermin Street, Blunsdon

Swindon, SN26 BAA
Experienced Tradesmen With Good Reputation

HINTON
ABROTT

HINTON ABBOTT ACCOUNTANTS

Come and see our team (next to Arkells Brewery) or give
us a call for a chat about your Tax concerns on the
humber below.

2 Kingsdown Orchard, Hyde Road, Swindon, SN2 7RR.
Tel: 01793 686454

Hearing loss certainly leads to isolation, but it also leads
to loss of self-esteem and depression.

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessment
Discrete Digital Hearing Aids
Tinnitus Counselling

Mrs Laura A L Reed RN BSc MSc FdSc RHAD

Dr David J Reed BA MSc MBA AuD RHAD

Call or Text: 07585 525993

reeds@reedsear.co.uk * www.reedsear.co.uk

Amnigilda, 4 Raglan Close, Lawn, Swindon. SN3 1JR

REEDS HEARING CARELTD

GM 4 ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC ELECTRICIAN
POWER POINTS
EXTERNAL SOCKETS

GARDEN ROOMS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL !

07900 243116

www.gm4electrical.com
info@gm4electrical.com

CHELWORTH NURSERIES
Unit 6 Blakehill Business Park - Chelworth-Cricklade SN6 6HD

Open 6 DAYS 10am — 5pm Sundayl0am — 4pm (closed Monday)
Herbaceous plants, Climbers & Shrubs, Fothergill Seed stockists,
Peat, Compost and Grow Bags, Bark Chipping’s, Calor Gas
stockists
Small shop on site for your garden needs, seeds, gardening tools,
feeds etc

Tel: 07946347233

From Cricklade follow the B4040 at the crossroads, follow the sign
for Chelworth Industrial Estate to the left, take the 1 turning right
for the Nursery into Blakehill Business Park




BLUNSDON WI
Our October meeting was a talk by Bill King on “The history of
[ e Blunsdon during the war”. It was a very interesting and
INSPIRING WOMEN informative talk. Blunsdon was very rural then, and Swindon
itself was only about a third of the size it is now with a
population of about 65,000. The rail works dominated the town.
Bill talked about the introduction of identity cards, rationing and air-raid wardens
assigned to every street. The Home Guard met in the local pub!
In North Meadow Cricklade anti-tank blocks were laid to prevent gliders landing —
and the blocks are still visible today. We thanked Bill for an interesting glimpse into
our areas recent past.
Earlier this month some of our members went on a trip to the Swindon Amazon
Distribution Centre. Our Book Club and Film Club continue to thrive.
The meeting next month is “The RNLI History and Today’s Operations” which is on
the 18" November. In December we will have our usual Christmas meal.

Blunsdon WI meet in the large hall of Blunsdon Village Hall at 7.30 on the third
Wednesday of the month.

To find out about our WI call Anna on 01793 706392 or visit our
website jackie707.wixsite.com

™ CReNTE ard cONNECT

30\“ EVERY FIRST WEDNESDAY
(\}) 10:00-11:30 AM

Blunsdon Community Shop and Cafe
Unit 1 Blunt Rise , Broad Blunsdon
SN26 7DA

An opportunity to meet with others over a
cuppa and cake to create. Whether you
draw, paint, knit, crochet or simply colour,
you can bring your own project, or you can
use our materials.

Or you can just come along for a chat! <
CREATE * CONNECT
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Christingle 2026

Every year, St Leonard’s Church holds a Christingle Service to raise money for
The Children’s Society. All are welcome. It is a magical candlelit service, very
popular for starting off your Christmas season!

This year our service will be on Sunday 6" December at 4pm.

All ages are welcome! If you come along to church the day before, while Lego
Club is on, you can make your own Christingle and bring it back the next day to
the service.

Christingle . . .=7%..

¢

ORANGE 4 COCKTAIL STICKS
the world 4 corners of the world
RED TAPE SWEETS

God's love for the world the good gifts God gives us

https://lucyathome.co.uk

12



- From the Rector’s Pen.........ccccecvevreeeenneen.
fans
’l]'ﬂ ﬂ St Leonard’s Church
Blunsdon
"ﬂ Connecling with God, each other
and our community

November is a month of changing seasons. The bright colours of autumn begin to fade, the
evenings draw in, and the landscape around us becomes quieter. Yet November also invites
us to pause and remember.

For many of us in Highworth and Blunsdon, Remembrance Sunday is an integral part of
November. We remember those who have given their lives in war and conflict, and we think
of the families and communities who have carried the consequences of those sacrifices.
Remembering is an important part of the Christian faith. The Bible repeatedly calls God's
people to remember: to remember God's faithfulness, to remember those who have gone
before us, and to remember the things that truly matter.

But November is also a time to look forward.

Christianity also encourages us not to live only in the past. The Christian hope is that death
does not have the final word. The resurrection of Jesus stands at the centre of that hope: a
promise of life, renewal and God's presence even in the darkest circumstances.

There is something reassuring about the rhythm of the seasons. Trees let go of their leaves;
gardens become dormant; daylight diminishes. Yet we know that winter is not the end of
the story. Beneath the apparent stillness, life continues, and eventually spring will come
again.

It is also a good month to notice the people around us. As the weather becomes colder, a
simple act of kindness can mean more than we realise—a conversation with someone who
is lonely, an invitation for a cup of tea, checking on an elderly neighbour, or simply taking
the time to listen.

So, as November unfolds across our communities, perhaps we can make space for three
things: remembering with gratitude, caring for one another, and looking forward with
hope.

"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."

— John 1:5

God Bless
Rev Phil Goodey

*****Blunsdon Baby and Toddler Group*****

We meet every Wednesday morning in St Leonards church from 10 to 11.30am, term
time and holidays.

The group includes foster carers, parents and grandparents, so a good mixture and plenty
of experience if you wish to pick people’s brains!

We ask £1 per session to cover costs, and this includes hot drinks and biscuits.

There might be singing and craft sessions as well so come along and see who we are.
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Notes from the Editor
The magazine is run by volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments and
contributions will always be welcome.

Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk

EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com
Arlene tel. 07493 978388

ADVERTS: For advert enquiries please contact Penny on 01793 722073

Front Cover: Blunsdon War Memorial, Cemetery

Your December Magazine will be delivered from: 27t November

Magazine issue Deadline for items for inclusion
December 18" November

****BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254****
Phone lines are open to book appointments from 8am Tues, Thurs and Frid and
from 3pm on Mon and Weds. EMERGENCIES - Call NHS 111 (outside surgery

hours)
Day Doctor Times Reception
Mon 3.10pm - 4.40pm 3pm-6.15pm
Tues 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Weds 4pm - 7.10pm 3pm - 7.15pm
Thurs 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Frid 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm

—
OuRr REGCGUL AR EvENTS
AND SERWVICES AT ST LEONARDS

EBaby & Toddfer Group every Wednesday 1Cam—1Zpm
Lego Cltub Ist Satuorday 2. 30 - 11am

Men's BEreakfast Znd Satourday Sam in the shop
Coffee & Book Satfe Srd Satouorday 1TOam —1Zpm
Commounity Pragers Monday 1010 30Cam Fortnightiy
Bell Ringing ewvery Friday &6 7pm

Commonion Serwice Ist & Srd Sonday 1Coam

Morming Worship Zrnd Sonday 1Oam

EBreakkfast Choorch “Hth Sonday Sam (with breakfast?)

? = Everyone welcome?
e s

., & _?’\lzi]:l'::’—_- e =
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e
A village fundraiser for the ‘A Space for All’ project,

creating a place for Blunsdon community to use
every day of the week.
+

Tickets £15.00

to include seasonal refreshments — limited numbers, so make sure to book early!
Available from Blunsdon Community Shop and events@stleonardsblunsdon.com

Q D Christmas Raffle

Q&O » St Leonard’s Church, Blunsdon ‘i
<23 Saturday 5th December at 7.30 pm g
ﬂ)& Qﬁ
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] A Recipe from CookFoodFauv

= Try my ‘Fakeaway’
This is such an easy recipe which you can make instead of
ordering a takeaway. I think it is delicious, because it has
peanut butter in it. Start your meal with some shop bought
onion bhajis or samosas, and serve the curry with rice, Bombay
potatoes or naans. On the side add your favourite mango
chutney, pickles or sauce.

Easy Chicken and Vegetable Curry (serves 4)
500g chicken breasts (or skinless chicken thighs), cut into bite sized pieces

1 tin coconut milk, full fat 2 tbsp oil
1-2 tbsp curry paste 1 tbsp peanut butter
1> -1tbsp soy sauce 1 red pepper, cut into thin strips

1 packet green beans, end trimmed and cut into thirds
2 medium carrots, peeled and cut into thin matchsticks
Fresh coriander, optional

1. Prepare all the ingredients. If serving with rice, put on to boil.

2. Inalarge sauté pan, heat the oil and add the chicken. Season with a little salt and
pepper and cook until the chicken is no longer pink on the outside.

3. Stir in the coconut milk, curry paste, peanut butter and soy sauce.

4. Add the green beans, pepper and carrots. Bring to the boil, reduce the heat and
simmer covered for 10minutes (until the vegetables are just tender). Take the lid
off and simmer for 5 minutes.

5. Thicken with cornflour, if you want.

6. Serve sprinkled with fresh coriander (optional).

You could try serving your curry with the next recipe instead of rice.

Bombay Potatoes (serves 4)

4 tbsp oil Y tsp mustard seeds
2 pinches chilli powder T4 tsp turmeric
350g potatoes, boiled and quartered Salt to taste

1. Heat the oil in the pan on a medium heat setting.

2. To check that the oil is hot enough sprinkle in a few mustard seeds. (They will
pop if hot enough.)

3. Add the remaining seeds, chilli and turmeric powders and salt to taste. Fry for 1
minute.

4. Add the potatoes, fry until the potatoes are smothered in spices and have crispy
edges (about 4/5 minutes) . They should look quite yellow in colour. Cover the
pan and on a low heat, cook the potatoes for a further 5 minutes.

5. Serve immediately. These are very moreish!

Enjoy
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BLUNSDON FOOTBALL CLUB

Blunsdon currently lead the Swindon and District Premier League

' BLUNSDON FC Recent Results
Marlborough Town won 3-1
Bassett Bulldogs won 4-0 Wilts FA Cup Round Two
Purton Kingsdown won 3-0
Abbey Meads lost 1-2

The cup run continues thanks to a convincing win against Bassett Bulldogs, with a strong
second half performance and goals from Lee Toomey, Jay Scanlon and a brace from Caden
Greensides.

There was also an impressive goalkeeping display from Sams Lane’s finest, Ryan Hart. Ryan’s
presence when closing down on rushing forwards was reminiscent of another Sams Lane
gloveman from the 1980s, lan “Chip” Smith. Chip would simply just have to growl at an
opponent to make them scuff their shot in fear.

Blunny suffered their first defeat of the season at home to Abbey Meads. It was a very
competitive match, great tackles and played in good spirits. Far more entertaining than the
fare being served up at the County Ground and completely free to watch.

For anyone driving to Sutton Park for home games, please park responsibly and not block
resident access in the nearby houses. There is parking available near the MUGA behind the
school, just a short walk away.

Upcoming fixtures, Kick Off 2 p.m. Saturday, unless stated

Date Opponent Venue

31t October Westbury — Wilts FA Cup —Round 3 | New College

7" November Coleview Sutton Park

14" November Bassett Bulldogs Beversbrook, Calne
21t November FC Abbey Meads Moredon

Come and support the Amber & Black at The Theatre of Trees & beyond

Social Walking from

ity Shop & Café

Blunsdon Community Shop —'BLUNSDON

it
serving the community T

2nd and 4th Thursday of every month
starting at 10:00am at the Community Shop

We always start and finish at the shop... coffee and cake
afterwards isn't mandatory, but it is highly recommended!

Any queries, please message Alex on 07554 811779

New walkers are always welcome, and welcomed
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Hello! October was fun with lots of birthdays to celebrate and lots of wine
K cng, recommendations and the ‘ber’ months mean | have the perfect books to

cosy up with while you escape a little of the grey skies.
@ My first recommendation is inspired by the Blunsdon Walking group’s
Sunrise 5k to raise money for the Samaritans; the walk was fantastic, even
if the ‘sunrise’ was little more than a dot behind the clouds but most importantly, they
raised £255 to donate which will make an incredible difference...and it is the perfect link to
‘Walking back to Happiness’ This book is a pure cuddle so if you need a bit of a lift as the
nights draw in this is for you. Juliet has been painting a brave face on but when she finally
faces up to the truth it opens a world that she never even thought of. Her Mum has run out
of verbal advice but insists that she needs Juliet to walk her dog...Coco pulls her out of a
cloud in a way that her Mum’s words just couldn’t...and so another dog follows, this time
Damson and his owner also brings something quite unexpected to her life! As her first
winter alone appears on the horizon, Juliet wonders what else is there hiding behind the
clouds? | loved this story in so many ways and it’s a perfect serendipity that my Mum lent
me the book and recommended the walk to me! As walking in this weather is going to get
chilly, my matching wine is going to be a winter warmer; the range of Mulled Wines this
year is looking fantastic but | think let’s ease in with the Mulled Apple Cider Wine; it’s
warming, it’s fruity and its autumn in a glass.

| seem to have fallen for cosy, autumnal reads and can recommend Falling for You by Heidi
Swain and Kindling by Bonnie Woods. Both have that fall vibe but without the scare factor.
Skylar loses her job and her home and moves into Nightingale Square; a community that
celebrates life together and the Autumn festival sounds just brilliant. Kindling follows Harper
to Scotland in search of a new her- the life and self she finds is both brilliant and warming!
Both these books have cosy titles, covers and stories within. | would pair with an oaky
Chardonnay to give that fresh white feeling but a deeper taste of autumn. The Redheads
Harmonie Rox Chardonnay from Laithwaites would be my top pick; a female led production
that are making their own way in the industry; perfect for both Skylar and Harper!

If you want a darker read to go with the darker nights, pick up You Let Me In by Lucy Clarke
or The Tenant by Freida McFadden...both filled with twists, turns and terrors lurking in
corners, of homes and minds. Get a deep Syrah; a deep dark wine with hints of pepper just
perfect for these books that will really make you think; my pick would be the Secret Cellar
Shiraz from Waitrose as there are certainly a lot of secrets hiding between these pages.

Read as much as you like, scare as much as you like, but please drink responsibly. And share
with me your cosy finds!

Reading with Wine
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The Chatterbox — The Land of Make-Believe

My great-nephew is eighteen months old and is full of life, full of mischief and full of
curiosity for everything he encounters. Inanimate objects have to be picked up, shaken,
sometimes taken apart and played with but he seems to enjoy inventing new uses for those
objects. The footstool is turned upside-down and becomes a tractor and my mother’s
wheeled stroller is a cage for his animals. He’s a typical child with an active imagination.

| feel quite sad that our sense of imagination and ability to exchange reality for a make-
believe world diminishes as we get older. As children, in an instant the living room can
become a raging, stormy sea with gigantic waves that toss a pirate ship about whilst giant
squid attack the crew. Then your Mum calls you for tea and the whole scene disappears as
quickly as it was formed. After tea, you can either return to the pirate ship or maybe an
adventure with dragons and knights might materialise. The bounds of a young imagination
are the only limits to those games and adventures.

Then, the sensation of being in another world and experiencing all manner of exciting
possibilities is one day left behind and the need to be there instead of in the real world
becomes less powerful. Perhaps it’s the creeping feeling that make-believe games are
‘childish’ that make us reluctant to escape once more or possibly our imagination becomes
less fertile when more grown-up thoughts begin to dominate us such as the clothes we
wear, music we listen to, and the people we gravitate towards. Suddenly, the idea of
appearing childish to our peers is hugely embarrassing, even before we’ve reached our
teens.

| wonder if authors, playwrights and screenwriters have managed somehow to keep a
connection to their inner child which is still bursting with a vivid imagination and endless
stories? How are they able to come up with incredible, complex plots and magical tales
when sometimes all that’s in my head is the small shopping list which | instantly forget the
moment I've walked out of the door?

I'd really, really love to write a novel but it’s a crying shame that | can’t think of one plot,
never mind a whole series of them so I'll just have to wonder and watch in awe as the stories
in their minds translate into books and films. Maybe in another lifetime, my name will be
Jane and I'll write something timeless and wonderful that’ll be studied for decades,
serialised and made into a film with all the best actors starring in it.

Until then, I'll remain, The Chatterbox and | wish you all a great month of November.
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Rota ry Club of Swindon North & Thamesdown
Registered Charity No: 1023031
Website: rotaryswindonnorth.org.uk
Email: rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com

Meetings held at the Blunsdon House Hotel www.rotaryswindonnorth.org.uk
Email: rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com
Tel:07710 228697 (Ken) or 07712 078942 (Chris)

We’ve sent £1,500 to the ShelterBox Nepal Flood Appeal

On 26 August 2026 a major flash flood struck northern Nepal after a glacier
collapsed near the Nepal-Tibet border. Mud, ice and rock surged into the Bhote
Koshi River, destroying homes, roads, bridges and other vital infrastructure.
More than 85,000 people have been affected. As of 9 September 2026, at least
1,375 people had been killed and more than 5,000 remained missing.

Rotary in Nepal

Working with Islamic Relief Nepal and other partners, ShelterBox has already
supplied families with emergency shelter materials and essential household items
And Rotary members in Nepal have helped ShelterBox understand local needs.
They’ve connected it with affected communities and coordinated support in some of
the hardest-hit areas. ShelterBox is now delivering the next phase of its response in
partnership with People in Need, extending support to a further 1,000 households.
Strong local partnerships help ensure assistance reaches the people who need it
most, combining local knowledge with global resources to support recovery.

ShelterBox was founded by a Rotary Club in Cornwall

ShelterBox was founded in 2000 by the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard. In the years
since it has grown into an independent international disaster-relief organisation,
providing emergency shelter, essential items, tools and technical assistance to
people affected by disasters. Its support is tailored to each community and delivered
in collaboration with local people, supporters and partner organisations.

If Rotary interests you.... Get in touch to learn more about what we do, meet our

members, and discover how you could be part of making a positive difference,
locally, nationally and internationally.
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Golden Gatherings Turn 1!

On 21st October, participants, volunteers and guests of Golden Gatherings gathered
together to enjoy Cream Teas at the Community Cafe to celebrate our 15t
anniversary.

The Cafe was busy, with plenty of chatter and laughter as we came together for the
second time in October. We welcomed a number of new participants and Shirley
Ludford, Station Manager at Swindon Community 105.5 Radio, recorded numerous
personal stories.

Looking forward to November, on Wednesday 4th, Golden Gatherings have a
Thames Water community officer visiting the group to explain about their Priority
Service. Then, on 18th, we will have the Swindon Bobby Van joining us to focus on
home security and living safely.

On Wednesday, 2nd December, we will be having a one-off change of venue and
Golden Gatherings will be meeting in St. Leonard’s Church, where we will have a
festive singalong and all our welcome.

Wiltshire Farm Foods will also be present offering everyone a tasting of their festive
foods. Finally, for our last 2026 get-together on 16th December, we hope to have a
visit by Santa!

If you know anyone who would like to join our group, or you would like to join
yourself, to enjoy the company of other local residents, contact Hazel Wakefiecl, via
goldengatheringsblunsdon@gmail.com or just come along and join us to see for
yourself what we are all about.

gowden Gatherjpg,

Fancy a cuppa and chat?

Dates for November: Wednesday 4" & 18" from 3pm
Blunsdon Community Café
A warm welcome awaits you.

Come along to meet fellow Blunsdon residents,
enjoy good company and make new friends.

Dial-A-Ride transport is available for both journeys.

If you are interested for yourself or someone you know, please email
Hazel Wakefield at goldengatheringsblunsdon@gmail.com
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Instalation of hnt!ng systems,
bathroom sullm 'showors etc

/woncssma

Bosch Group

T 0170'3 721290
M: 07785 984033
acomplonplumbing .co uk

Maker of bespoke
curtains, blinds
& cushions

| &

O +44(0) 7740 371334
REBECCA TYE

Q@ info@rebeccatye.co.uk

www.rebeccatye.co.uk

Thinking of Selling your
home?

For a market apprais% j'/*\
contact Hcmle A)

25 High Street, Highworth Tel: 01793 762005

www.hanleys.co.uk

Forrester Sylvester Mackett Solicitors

Providing legal services for you, your family and
your business for over 170 years.

6 Little London Court,

Albert Street, Old Town,

Swindon, SN1 3HY.

T: 01793 522688

Unattended
Imnr ils

Attended
Funcrals
fram

£1545.00 £2795.00

A. E. Smith & Son

Jucens Dirive, Swindon SN3 1AW
01793 527075

G & L. Evans

FUNERAL WISHES

COurlocal experts

The Hely
o

EXEMPLARY CARE
AND HOME STAFFING
SERNICES

OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR
HOME WITH A SELECTION OF SERVICES
INCLUDING:

gl

CALL OUR FRIENDLY
TEAM + HOURLY CARE

01285 339050

o LIVE-IN CARE  + CLEANING SERVICES

« MOTHER'S HELP

o HOME HELP & + HOME CHEF & MEAL

COMPANIONSHIP  PREPARATION
WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

ﬁEDKITE
We can help o

with:

*HELP-TO-BUY

*FIRST TIME BUYERS

* REMORTGAGING

* BUY-TO-LET

* COMMERCIAL SPECIALISTS

* REVIEW YOUR MORTGAGE

*EMPLOYED OR SEL-EMPLOYED
CLIENTS

* LIFE PROTECTION

Please contact us on 01793 228121 or
email us on info@redkitefsitd.co.uk

Head Office

Crowood House, Gypsy Lane
Swindon, Wilts

SN2 8YY

As a mortgage is secured against your
house, it could be rerpossessed if you do
not keep up the mortgage repayments




Family Run and Independent

Eillier

Bereavement Support Service

24 hour Service Everyday

Compassionate, Professional Service

Competitive Prices with Free No Obligation Quote

Your local family funeral director since 1923

7 Lechlade Road, Highworth SN6 7HF

Blunsdon Community Shop and Café

Monday — Thursday: 8am - 5pm

Friday: 8am - 5pm

Saturday 8am - 5pm

Sunday: 8am - 4pm

The café closes one hour before the shop

Community Shop & Café

—BLUNSDON—
01793 700915
Instagram: @blunsdoncommunityshop
Facebook: Blunsdon Community Shop
www.blunsdoncommunityshop.co.uk

Proudly serving our community for over 20 years

Highworth, Swindon, SN& 71
Website. www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience (@Intel Corporation

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

- _
WP‘Ga[dens & Landscapes

3 PatKTS\fen\mng driveways; mamtenan‘ce—

> Contact us for a quote. -

~ wpgardens.co.uk 07783 643319

- info@wpgardens.co. uR‘ >

ick dldafabu job for us. His team

ardworkm\amtsklltful 3 :

Swindon | Avebury [ Bourton

swWim
Stars

SwimEngland

Nww.swimstars.or gu K

picsme.co.uk -

Small eledric powered boats
and auisers for 2-4 hours.

for full day hire, holidays and short breaks.
Book online or give us a call then colled
your craft from Buscot, Brandy Island

SN7 8DA.

No experience needed, we give you instruction
befare you depart.

For Boat Hire information visit our website,
book online, phone

Office: 01793 354079 ©F dopusanemail
Mobile: 07947 993784  jooormee terine
Email; info@cotswoldboat.co.uk ~ Services and Winter

Storage contact

Web: www.cotswoldboat.co.uk the office.

VEALE'S
WHEELS

Tt R ANS FER S

L 07 400 400 316

For further information about prices, and
services offered, or to make a booking, go to:
bookings@vealeswheelstransfers.com

or www.vealeswheelstransfers.com

or call 07 400 400 316

“Serving
Blunsdon,
Highworth,
and beyond.”

Bathrooms

< )
35 years Experience Kitchens — =

* Bathroom & Kitchen renovations
*All tyvpes of Wall & Floor tiling
= All tvpes of Pluam bing worlkk
* Boiler Servicing & Repairs
*Central Heating Installations
* Carpentry & Joiner Work
* Plastering & Artexing S
* All work guaranteed Ty ———
For a free estimate call Sean

ey
WViob: O7F7 749 S8S623G1L =
BEreilt wwporyr Quality & Service




