


Minutes of the Twentieth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 17th February 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Present: Cllrs Jankinson (Chair), Nash, Poulton, Selwood, Tayler, Hughes & Weston
Officers: Judd, Braiden, Boles & Marasco

199. APOLOGIES:  Cllrs Compton & Keates
Officer apologies: none

200. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
        None

        Recess – No members of public present

   
201. INTRODUCING NORTH SWINDON MP WILL STONE

All Cllrs and Officers introduced themselves to MP Will Stone, Cllr Jankinson welcomed Will Stone to the meeting and offered the opportunity to speak. Will Stone introduced himself as the new North Swindon MP and expressed his interest in projects and developments and requested feedback on any concerns. Cllr Jankinson voiced that his presence was appreciated.

a) Broadband/Wi-Fi

Cllr Selwood raised issues with ongoing Wi-Fi with 33 issues in lower Blunsdon, he expressed there is no infrastructure in place currently. An update was provided with the current requests made with BT to provide a solution, which was not resolved by the provided date of Dec 2024. Alternative options for Wi-Fi supply such as Wessex Internet and BDUK were suggested by Cllr Poulton. Will Stone will investigate possible funding for the project in addition to arranging a meeting with BT to obtain a plan of action.
MP Will Stone to action BT meeting and possible funding

b) Traffic

Cllr Selwood raised issues with the junction of the Cold Harbour Pub resulting in the knock-on effect of traffic at speed through the village, peak morning hours are of concern as residents are travelling by foot and bike around the village to access the school, pre-school and shop. Cllr Jankinson explained that the additional properties due to be built by Persimmon Homes, allowed for development of the Turnpike junction which should assist with traffic flow around the Cold Harbour junction. Will Stone suggested that Chris Watts should attend meetings concerning traffic. Cllr Nash expressed that small housing developments don’t have to factor in any infrastructure, such as road changes due to the parameters of a small build project. Cllr Nash expressed how a change in the traffic light system at the Cold Harbour Pub junction had already taken place but there are still daily issues.
Cllr Jankinson to invite Chris Watts to traffic related meeting



c) Footpaths

Cllr Jankinson informed Will Stone on the need for cycle paths from Blunsdon into Tadpole. Paths are needed to access several schools and a doctor's surgery, many children resident in Blunsdon attend these schools and so the need to walk or bike on safe pathways is required. The local cycling and walking infrastructure plan (LCWIP) represent a strategic approach by government to identify improvements for cycling and walking networks that are needed in a specified area over a long-term period, typically ten years. Cllr Jankinson asked Will Stone if the LCWIP could help. Currently this road is not covered under SBC, however traffic speed fluctuates between areas of 20mph near schools up to 60mph. Will Stone to investigate options with LCWIP
d) Ermin Street
Cllr Jankinson gave Will Stone an overview of the Ermin Street project and the agreed funding from Section 106 to make the road look rural and in keeping with area. This funding was allocated around over 10 years ago and not actioned. BPC have since taken this project on with relevant consultants in highways and planning, which resulted in an additional hold until the new development agreement was signed. This project is now on hold until late Autumn 2025. Cllr Jankinson expressed how long projects such as this can take without the support and guidance from SBC. Will Stone acknowledged the Parish’s frustrations on situations like this.


202.MINUTES FROM THE NINETEENTH ORDINARY MEETING

Proposed by Cllr Weston, seconded by Cllr Hughes, all agreed they be accepted as a true record - minutes were approved. 

203. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Pavilion Pump Service
Rebook service date for when weather improves. Cllr Tayler to action

b) Slatter update
Documents received and to be reviewed. Cllr Nash to action

c) Pavilion / Rec
Review of public signage. On hold

d) Pavilion / Rec
Meeting held, copy of minutes of meeting provided to all. Complete

e) Ermin Street
Revised plans still due from Oliver Saunders. Cllr Jankinson to action

f) Castle Eaton Digester Plant 
Cllr Nash & Tayler attended the meeting on 11/2/25. Feedback: the areas that are directly affected under the existing plans are Castle Eaton and Water Eaton due to the proposed link from the A419 across the fields to Water Eaton. It is anticipated that 3200 tractor loads in and out will take place over the year and suggestions were made to increase the size of the plant. Residents at the meeting were very vocal about their objections and concerns on the whole project. Currently no formal planning applications have been presented.  Complete

g) Cleaning Rota for BVH
The meeting was held on 6/2/25 with Hayley, minutes were recorded and sent to all. RFO confirmed that additional consumables and recycling bins were required. All invoices will now show individual cleaning dates for reconciliation. RFO & A/Clerk to action 

h) Charity Bingo Event by Community Shop
Alcohol license received and allocated to Lemon Booking. Complete

i) Front Lane/Back Lane Drains blockage
No response from SBC. No updates available, verges still not repaired, and ditches still blocked.  Clerk to chase SBC

j) Utilities Contracts
See Finance section.

k) PC office build/unit
Quotes and designs to be obtained using the provided dimensions. Cllr Selwood to action

l) Sams Lane
Hedge cutting complete. Cllr Selwood to chase clearing of debris and small branches on pathways. Cllr Selwood to action

m) BVH Fire Doors
Fire doors left open 1/2/25, it is not clear as to why and when this happened. All regular bookers will be provided with a list of updated rules for the facilities to prevent reoccurrence. RFO to action

n) Church, roadside footpath condition
Photos have been taken and will be discussed at the next Ward meeting. Cllr Hughes to action

o) Back lane/Grove house
Cllr Selwood confirmed that the water being pumped from Grove House was an isolated occasion due to basement flooding. However, there is still a water issue there., not related to the property. It is suggested to review this situation after a period of drier weather. 

p) S/24/1297 Land to rear of Orchard House
Access/site is now safe. Complete

              
204. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
       
S/HOU/24/1293
At: 29 Ceres Road, Swindon, SN26 8AF
Erection of 2 storey side extension
Appeal sent to SBC and noted by PC.



S/24/1297/LZWI 
Land to the rear of Orchard House, Hunts Hill Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BN, 
Erection of 1no. dwelling and associated works (Variation of Condition 15 - Plans from planning permission S/14/0950).
Granted Permission

        
205. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT
      
S/HOU/25/0099/CLWO
At: 93 Ermin Street, SN26 8AA
Erection of a single storey side/rear extension
Decision: Support with no planning reason to object

    
206.Other Planning Matters/ Project Matters

a. MUGA 

S&C Slatter to provide a more detailed plan. Cllr Jankinson, Nash & Cllr Selwood to review plan and ALL approved for the Chairman to have delegated authority to sign off prior to next meeting

b. Pavilion 
Meeting was held on 13th February with Blunsdon Football Club, minutes were recorded and sent to all. Cllr Tayler advised that since the meeting, the Men’s 1st team have now folded. 
Cllr Jankinson advised that BPC had been approached by another football team as to the availability of the pavilion and rec from Sept 25 onwards.
Action points from the minutes would be followed up once the use of electricity to the building has been resolved. See Finance section of minutes for quotes for repairs/improvements. Comparison pitch hire to be reviewed.
Cllr Taylor to action meter usage at pavilion
RFO & A/Clerk to action minutes from meeting
RFO to action comparison pitch hire
c. Ermin Street  
Cllr Jankinson confirmed to carry forward to next meeting, await response on S278 SBC agreement.


207.  FINANCE – RFO Report

a) To receive and approve bank balances to 31/01/25 as per Monthly Spreadsheet Report. Approved

b) To receive and approve payments list for January 25.  Current Account £16783.10 & Ops Account £43.46 Total payments for January £16,826.56. Approved


c) To receive and approve income for January 25 as £8252.80 received.  To note £1,524.95 from CIL received FEB 25 and will require allocating. Approved

d) Budget monthly report – See Report & Status for General Reserves £50,007.32 plus £10,000 contingencies. Approved

e) New bank accounts – No action yet. C/f to next meeting 3/3

f) Church booking – discounts Cllr Jankinson confirmed all church bookings are FOC

g) RIALTAS update from RFO.  Year-end date applied for.  Implications re extra licences – we will need a server for all users to work from, otherwise if we add A/Clerk, she will have a separate set of accounts to RFO system.  Therefore, for ease, and as this is not viable, RFO will continue to administer the accounts package.  Approved

h) Waste legislation amendments for recycling, food waste, glass and other recyclable items.  To discuss and approve the way forward and what bins the PC want to supply on site.  RFO recommend we change one of the on-site wheelie bins to a recycling unit as this is cheaper per month and if we put separate bins in kitchen, the recycling can be put into the recycling wheelie bin.  Hayley is happy to assist and has always wanted recycling on site.  Food waste, £9.50 per fortnightly collection. 
It was approved to go forward and source pricing on recycling bins and to inform all users of the hall of the plans to recycle and systems BPC were to put in place. Additionally, a review of bins at the pavilion is required. RFO to action.

i) BT Price rises - For plans purchased before 30 November 2024, ‘the monthly price of your plan will increase by 6.4%. The price increase is calculated using the Consumer Price Index (CPI) rate of inflation which is at 2.5% as published by The Office for National Statistics on 15 January 2025. We then add an additional 3.9% to enable us to continue to invest in the UK’s digital future and improve the service we provide to you’. Noted

j) Microsoft family package is going up from £79.99 to £104.99 per year. Approved, Cllr Jankinson to be added to family package, RFO to action

k) Meeting with BFC & BCC re charges and the pavilion – minutes drawn up by A/Clerk and sent to all.

Quotes for lights at Pavilion – Neither of the contractor’s quotes seem to think the extractors need to be any larger than they are now, only two needed in the changing rooms.  New extractors to be humidity controlled so they will regulate the moisture levels 24/7. RFO to source additional quotes and advise.

Quotes for slabs around pavilion were sent to all. Agreed by all to use WP Gardens quotation for £3150. RFO to action

Quotes for internal decs & 1 external decs were sent to all. It was agreed LED lights were deemed a non-essential requirement based on costs to install so on hold. Internal decoration costs were deemed non-essential requirement at this stage so also put on hold. 

Fridge to be sourced and delivered to Pavilion. All approved for the Chairman to have delegated authority to purchase.

l) Charges for 25/26 – Pavilion & REC only – Deferred until Electric tested. RFO to review


m) Preschool & Storage Charges at VHall – Increase by RPI 3.5% as per allotments. Approved

n) Utilites – Quotes on electric providers for the village hall and pavilion sent to all Cllrs. It was approved to go with Corona Energy for 24 months. RFO to action

o) Reasons for BAND D is higher than £20 compared to last year – RFO to respond with listed comments; 

· The Parish Council is facing increasing pressure to maintain various village areas that should fall under the responsibility of SBC Highways. The Parish Council has ongoing maintenance for the Grade II village hall. The precept was kept artificially low with zero increase over the last few years.

· This includes tasks such as clearing leaves from paths and roads during the winter months for health and safety reasons. 

· The Council has also taken on hedge cutting along Sams Lane to prevent vehicle damage and ensure safe passage for two vehicles on the road. To address these needs, the grounds maintenance contract has been extended and increased. 

· Staffing levels have been raised to ensure the availability of expertise across various areas, allowing the Council to operate within legal requirements, health and safety standards, and other necessary guidelines. 

· The buildings that the Council leases or owns, such as the pavilion and village hall, are in a state of disrepair and require ongoing maintenance.  An example of which is the Grade II listed village hall roof has recently been repaired, both doors and frames are now in need of replacement and maintenance due to rotting wood. 

· Additionally, the Council is in the process of planning the construction of a new MUGA, which will require extra time from officers, consultants, and extended processes. 

· Council costs for National Insurance contributions, contractors, especially utilities & IT, have risen significantly over the past year and continue to climb. 


· The budget for the 2025/26 financial year is £171,701, while the precept requested is £133,700, meaning the Council is keeping the precept at a relatively low level in comparison to need.  This means the council needs to make an income in 25/26 of £38,000 to break even.


p) End date and annual leave for clerk
To note the last working day for the clerk will be Tuesday 25th March with her contract ending on 31st March 25.
To approve payment for the 10.5 days of annual leave still owing to the outgoing clerk. Approved


208. CORRESPONDCE RECEIVED TO  17th FEBRUARY 2025

a) NALC Newsletter x2. Emailed to Cllrs
b) Email from PC Highworth FYI, on possible Dementia Cafe. Emailed to Cllrs
c) Email from Community Police regarding shop/cafe anti social behaviour. Emailed to Cllr Keates and Jankinson
d) Email invite for meeting on 10/2 for informal clerks meeting. Emailed to RFO
e) Email from Highways on A419/A417 road works. Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs
f) NALC CE Bulletin. Emailed to Cllrs
g) Email on Mental health hub for North Swindon. Emailed to Cllrs
h) Fleming Way improvements newsletter. Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs
i) Email from SBC Local News, Events and Updates. Emailed to Cllrs
j) Keep Swindon Tidy Litter Picking Challenge. Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs
k) WALC - Time Management For Clerks Course, Recieved and responded
l) Email from Resident thanking the parish for cutting the hedge at Sams Lane. Recieved and responded 
m) Email from Pre-school regarding additional hours. 
A/Clerk to respond with approval to look at additoinal bookings.
n) Email regarding Litter picking from Uplands School. 
A/Clerk to respond not PC land approval from Hayfield management company required. A/C to contact on behalf of school. 
o) Digester Plant in Castle Eaton - Privilege Engagement Meeting. Emailed to Cllrs
p) Castle Eaton digester 'new route'. Emailed to Cllrs
q) Online meeting for Improving the rights of way network at a local level for 24-2. Emailed to Cllrs
r) The Inside Lane, Swindon Highways and Transport News, Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs
s) Little Rose Lane Energy Park. Loaded on Web/FB. 
A/Clerk to respond with initial enquiries regarding location and option to visit.
t) SBC Shared Leadership Forum - notes from meeting on 14 January. Emailed to Cllrs
u) SBC Tenant Focus, February 2025. Loaded on Web/FB. Emailed to Cllrs
v) Email from Master Land Planning, offering services. Recieved and responded
w) Local news, events and updates. Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs
x) Haydon Wick PC, dementia training course. Emailed to Cllrs


209.  COMMITTEE REPORTS.

a) Grounds Maintenance 
Grounds Maintenance Contract meeting
Meeting booked for 24/2. Clerk, Cllr Selwood & Ops Manager to attend and provide feedback at the next meeting. Meeting to include the moving of the waste bin as per previous minutes. Cllr Selwood to provide feedback

b) Sams Lane
No updates received.

c) Recreation 
See minutes of BFC meeting on 13/2/25

d) Blunsdon Village Hall 
See minutes of meeting on 6/2/25

e) Community Building
A/Clerk provided update that antisocial behaviour is now around 11pm most evenings. Local police presence has been confirmed in addition to visiting the shop. Local police notified A/Clerk that additional feedback on this reported incidence will only be given back to shop staff.

A/Clerk provided confirmation of attendance from local police at the next Ward meeting, Cllr Keates is the point of contact. Additionally, we may have police attendance at a future parish council meeting.

f) Cemetery   
No updates received.

g) Allotments
No updates received

h) Staffing 
RFO provided confirmation that Clerk’s last working day will be Tuesday 25th March, with her contract ending on 31st March 2025.  Alex Marasco start date is today 17th February 2025

i) Broadband
No updates received


210.  PARISH MATTERS 
   
Cllr Jankinson reported overflow of rubbish bins in Hayfield play area. 
Clerk to report to management company


211. KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB

Update residents of use of rubbish and dog waste bins.
Notification of date of Ward Meeting with police presence.
Sam’s Lane hedge cut completion, covered by BPC at £1200
Welcome to Will Stone
Introduction to Rose Lane project
             

 212. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING

 The next meeting to be held 3rd March 2025 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH.  
 There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35pm





                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
 Chairman 3rd March 2025
    





Listed appendix:
List of payments 1.1.25 to 31.1.25





    
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Footpaths: Will Stone to investigate options with LCWIP, MP will Stone to action
Broadband/Wi-Fi: Arrange meeting with BT, MP Will Stone to action
Traffic: Invite Chris Watts to traffic related meetings, Cllr Jankinson to action
Pavilion Pump Service: Rebook when weather improves, Cllr Tayler to action
Slatter update: Documents received and to be reviewed, Cllr Nash to action
Ermin Street: Revised plans still due from Oliver Saunders, Cllr Jankinson to action
BVH: Action all items from cleaning meeting on 6/2, RFO & A/Clerk to action  
Front Lane/Back Lane Drains blockage: Chase SBC on update, Clerk to action
PC office build/unit: Obtain quotes and designs, Cllr Selwood to action 
Sams Lane: Arrange for contractor to clear debris from hedge cut, Cllr Selwood to action
BVH: Update on booking terms for regular customers, RFO to action
Church: Roadside footpath to be discussed at Ward Meeting, Cllr Hughes to action
MUGA: Review and sign off plan from Slatter, Cllr Jankinson, Nash & Selwood to action
Pavilion Electric: To review electric meter usage, Cllr Taylor to action
Pavilion:  Action all items from BFC meeting on 13/2, RFO & A/Clerk to action
Pavilion: To review comparisons on pitch hire, RFO to action
Ermin Street: Await response on S278 agreement, Cllr Jankinson to provide update
Finance: New bank accounts, RFO to action
BVH Bins: To review recycling bin options, RFO to action
Pavilion Bins: To review recycling bin options, RFO to action
Microsoft family package: To add Cllr Jankinson, RFO to action
Pavilion Extractors: To obtain alternative supplier quotes for extractor fans, RFO to action
Pavilion Slabs: Instruct authorisation for WP Gardens quote for slabs, RFO to action
Pavilion Fridge: Fridge to be sourced and delivered to Pavilion, Cllr Jankinson to action
Rec Charges 25/26: Review charges, RFO to action
Utilities Contracts: Set up new contracts with Corona Energy, RFO to action
Increase in Band D: To respond to SBC with justification of increase, RFO to action
Email from Preschool: Respond regarding additional hours, A/Clerk to action
Email from Uplands: Respond with terms of litter picking, A/Clerk to action
Email re Little Rose Energy Plant: Respond requesting more information, A/Clerk to action
Grounds maintenance: Meeting on 24/2, Cllr Selwood to provide feedback
Hayfield play area bins: Notify management company of bin overflow, Clerk to action
Email from Resident on Lonsdale Close parking: Discuss at ward meeting, Cllr Hughes to action

  
PROJECT/ACTION POINTS FOR FUTURE

Date Raised		June 23
Project/Action          Turnpike Parking issues
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2022
Project/Action	Ditch in Kingsdown Lane
                                SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2024
Project/Action	Ermin Street Planting Project
Status			Review again 2026












	Transaction date
	Bank reference
	Customer reference
	Type of payment
	
	Debit amount (GBP)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	24/01/2025
	BLUNSDON PRE-SCHOO
	PRE-SCHOOL-1189
	Faster Payment
	

	24/01/2025
	JAMES LONG LTD
	Richard Kenna
	Faster Payment
	

	24/01/2025
	Carter H R
	Invoice 1157
	Faster Payment
	

	23/01/2025
	invoice 92030154
	Wiltshire Council
	Standing Order
	-£540.00

	23/01/2025
	inv PPS 24-0519
	PATA UK
	Standing Order
	-£161.95

	23/01/2025
	Invoice P908241Nov
	Hills Waste Soluti
	Standing Order
	-£150.60

	23/01/2025
	460886
	HMRC SDDS
	Direct Debit
	-£2,658.48

	22/01/2025
	For inv 583372
	LOVELL JOHNS LIMIT
	Standing Order
	-£1,911.60

	22/01/2025
	Invoice 87
	Liza's Easy Clean
	Standing Order
	-£93.75

	21/01/2025
	
	J Tayler
	Faster Payment
	

	20/01/2025
	XHV126000101013
	HMRC VTR
	BACS Credit
	

	20/01/2025
	1077-78 Sturgess
	STURGESS CJ & LA
	Faster Payment
	

	17/01/2025
	D000124190C2501151
	CORONA ENERGY RETA
	Direct Debit
	-£157.79

	15/01/2025
	BGL0345009-0336881
	BRITISH GAS
	Direct Debit
	-£173.85

	14/01/2025
	INV BPC1191
	FRANKLIN MEMORIALS
	Faster Payment
	

	13/01/2025
	MNX PID916956
	SumUp Payments Acc
	Faster Payment
	

	13/01/2025
	4.5669E+15
	000000      CREDIT
	Own Account Credit
	

	13/01/2025
	4.5669E+15
	000000      CREDIT
	Own Account Credit
	

	10/01/2025
	C
	WEIGHT WATCHERS UK
	BACS Credit
	

	09/01/2025
	Cemetery
	GRIFFITHS HR CA
	Faster Payment
	

	09/01/2025
	S1897952 inv
	GLASDON UK LTD
	Standing Order
	-£1,761.94

	08/01/2025
	Invoice P915410
	Hills Waste Soluti
	Standing Order
	-£128.47

	06/01/2025
	GEMMA MATTHEWS
	1st Abbey Meads Br
	Faster Payment
	

	06/01/2025
	BLUNSDON SCOUTS
	1ST BLUNSDON S G
	Faster Payment
	

	06/01/2025
	Invoice 1174
	M Dzhamil
	Faster Payment
	

	06/01/2025
	BlunsdonDec24
	FALCON JA
	Faster Payment
	

	06/01/2025
	I-57653-W5Z1
	Cardinus Risk Mana
	Standing Order
	-£1,038.00

	06/01/2025
	043 invoice
	Apex Roofing South
	Standing Order
	-£960.00

	06/01/2025
	I-56629-V9N7
	Cardinus Risk Mana
	Standing Order
	-£168.00

	06/01/2025
	PFI-364566 invoice
	ESP Colour Ltd
	Standing Order
	-£30.00

	03/01/2025
	INV 1165
	UKEBOX JURY
	Faster Payment
	

	03/01/2025
	INV1141
	UKEBOX JURY
	Faster Payment
	

	03/01/2025
	Invoice 43
	H Seagroatt
	Standing Order
	-£575.00

	03/01/2025
	3114 inv
	ALLBUILD BUILDING
	Standing Order
	-£507.00

	03/01/2025
	3118 inv
	ALLBUILD BUILDING
	Standing Order
	-£144.00
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List of Payments made between 01/01/2025 and 31/01/2025

Date Paid  Payee Name Reference Amount Paid_Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
07/01/2025  Toolstation BACSOPS336 11.97 RFO 133 Gripfil and gun
08/01/2025 Emergency Security Services BACSOPS337 26.00 RFO 5133 2 new keys VH
31/01/2025  HPI Instant Ink. BACSOPS338 5.49 Regular Admin  January 25 ink supplies

Total Payments 43.46




