


Minutes of the Sixth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 15 July 2024 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Present: Cllrs Jankinson, (Chair), Compton, Hughes, Nash, Poulton, Selwood & Weston.

Apologies:  Cllrs Tayler & Keates.


       58. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
            None.
            RECESS – 4 Members of the public.
            Resident addressed the PC regarding the dead trees at Hayfield Wood, 80% are dead or dying.
            PC has reported this to SBC Planning enforcement.
            Grass at site of Community shop is PC the plants and weeds will be maintained by VSC.
            Resident addressed the PC with objections to the Planning application at 15 Malthouse Close. 
           Chair advised that the PC had objected to previous applications and the latest revised plans 
           were on tonight’s Agenda and would be discussed later. 

       59. MINUTES FROM THE FIFTH ORDINARY MEETING
Proposed by Cllr Nash, seconded by Cllr Weston, all agreed they be accepted as a true record. Minutes were approved. 

       60. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a. Village Maps – New case has arrived, maps in production.
b. Energy efficiency, assessment required. Cllr Poulton C/F
c. Web rebranding – Project ongoing.
d. Broadband – Cllr Selwood reported that he had met with Cllr Manro and would provide an update at the next meeting. Clerk to add to Agenda.
e. Finance Committee meeting – arranged for 25 July 2024.
f. Work on High Street – additional work done by contractor. PC agreed work is satisfactory.
g. Meeting with Cllr Grant took place – PC waiting for response/action.
h. Ivy Lane overgrown vegetation – Cllr Selwood to forward detail.
i. Pavilion deep clean, details awaited. MJ & Cllr Jankinson.
j. King Charles portrait has been hung at BVH.
k. Water at Pontings Close – repaired.
l. BFC funding, confirmed and paid to BFC.
m. BVH Oven clean and electrician booked. 
n. Delivery protocol for BVH agreed with Preschool.
o. BVH notice board erected in kitchen. Key information and contact displayed.
p. CB Boiler service report sent to Hayfield for comment/action.
q. Minerva Heights – signs delivered. Cllr Nash to put them up.
r. Groundsman notified of use of discretion for maintenance at Cemetery.

       61. FINANCE
            
a. Monthly Accounts - Accounts were proposed by Cllr Nash, seconded by Cllr Weston, all agreed payments totalling £47,618.63 and receipts totalling £48,622.70 be approved.  See attached sheet for full details.
b. Report from RFO – Lemon training undertaken. Lemon can host PC website and migrate data. RFO to get quote.
Regular Sunday booking for worship – fee agreed as per charging schedule. St Leonards use BVH on Sunday for parking. Parking for 6 to 8 cars required for new booking. RFO to advise hirer.
Recycling at BVH – Hills already do this when waste removed.
Additional hours required for final audit. PC approved payment for 2 hours to RS.
Business Rates – PC agreed to monthly payment by DD. RFO to action.
BVH booking – it appeared that bookings inside the next 14 days could not be made. RFO to investigate.
RFO reported that there was approx. £10k of VAT to reclaim.
c. Insurance renewal- PC confirmed declaration acceptable to sign. Clerk to action renewal.
Clerk reported that the cover amount for Play equipment should be increased to £100k. PC and RFO agreed.
d. Transfer of Services – Additional services from SBC will be transferred to the PC from 01 April 2025. Details not yet known but significant work is expected, and further tendering will be required. Parish precept will be increased to cover cost of new services.
      
        62. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
              
              S/TPO/24/0428- Works to trees within TPO-03-2018. 
              At: The Ridge Golf Course, Blunsdon House Hotel, The Ridge, Blunsdon
              Consent Granted

  S/HOU/2/0612 - Erection of first floor front extension, porch and conversion of garage into   
  habitable space. 
  At: 23 Beech Lea, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7DE
  Planning Permission Granted
  S/LDP/23/1488 - Certificate of Lawfulness (Proposed) for the erection of a single storey rear      extension and rear dormer window.
  AT: 30 Ceres Road Swindon SN26 8AF
  Certificate of Lawful Development Granted
  S/24/0057 - Erection of a bike storage unit. 
  At: 32 Minerva Heights, Swindon SN26 8AD
  Planning Permission Refused.
             
        63. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT

S/OUT/19/1267 - Outline application for the erection of up to 100 no. dwellings, open space,     landscaping and associated works - Access not reserved.
At: Land East of Sams Lane, Blunsdon Swindon

PC agreed to Object - Additional comments to Objections posted 24/09/2019, 21/12/2019 and 14/03/22 
Policy
SD2 – outside the development area and not in local plan or reviewed local plan consultation.
An additional 619 houses, outside the Local Plan allocation, have been built in the Village since 2014 with no infrastructure improvements. This is a growth of about 1500 people using the already A further 1557 have been consented at Kingsdown and 450 of these will be built before any significant mitigation measures will be put in place. That is over1000 extra households without any improvements to amenities locally. These are only traffic infrastructure measures, notwithstanding the increase in population.
TR2 as below, we cannot see how any of the stated aims of these SBC Policies are being considered or mitigated for:
The Local Plan also sets out the specific transport policies – “TR1: Sustainable Transport Networks”
and “TR2: Transport and Development” which aim to do the following:
• Improve key transport corridors.
• Provide good access to key destinations within Swindon.
• Reduce severance caused by transport corridors and the dominance of the car on the street
scene.
• Minimise the environmental impact from transport.
• Minimise congestion, journey time, noise and air quality.
• Promote healthy lifestyles and travel choices and maximise opportunities to walk and cycle.
• Support good public transport provision; and
• Encourage innovative transport initiatives for rural areas.

As in previous objection notes this does not conform to Policies 1,2 and 3 of the NP.
Transport Assessment
2.2.41 On the above basis, traffic modelling indicates that additional mitigation is likely to be necessary to support further development in the Blunsdon area ahead of delivery of the Kingsdown bridge. – what? when? And who will pay?
6.4.6 It is envisaged that the proposed link road will facilitate all development traffic associated with the Kingsdown development, avoiding routing via the Cold Harbour roundabout. It will also offer an alternative route for existing and future development traffic, particularly between Highworth and North / Central Swindon to avoid the Cold Harbour roundabout. The modelling of this proposal suggests the effect of the bridge is to reduce traffic flows on the length of the B4534 running parallel to the A419, particularly during the AM peak hour. – this is not true as this road will not be completed before 450 houses on Kingsdown are occupied.
All the Curtin’s TA statements are based on a.m. and p.m. peaks of 8-9 and 5-6 when most of the traffic, trying to avoid congestion, is travelling between 7a.m. and 9a.m. and 4p.m. and 6p.m. 
The difficulty of egress from Sams Lane out on to Broadbush (B4019) has not been considered.
It is proposed to link the development to the existing footway on Sams Lane but there is no evidence of how.
The length of Sams Lane is now 30mph and 20mph, which has not been considered. Nor the mitigation measures proposed for Sams Lane as outlined in the planning consent for Kingsdown.



S/24/0149 - Erection of 1 no. dwelling. 
At: Land At 15 Malthouse Close, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BG


PC agreed to Object - The lack of principle of development is defined by the decision for the 19/1754 refusal.
Over intensification of the plot causes an intrusion into the pastoral and rural setting of the two Closes.
 Massive loss of amenity of existing property.
 Mass and scale inappropriate for the location.
 An ‘application by stealth’ reference refusal of 19/1754.
Access on to an already congested cul de sac with very narrow access, opposed by many existing residents.
Design not consistent with principles of urban design guide and the NP Village Design Statement and Character Assessments.
Loss of significant trees and vegetation provides no ‘net gain’ of biodiversity.
Also, the PC supports the objection of Mr. and Mrs. Woods of 18 Berton Close and all other resident objections.



Other Planning Matters

a. MUGA – Report received all Planning Obligations addressed.
b. Pavilion – Response from funding agent awaited.
c. Ermin Street – Licences for street work applied for
d. Notification of Committee 9 July 2024 - Application Number: S/23/0870MILE Proposal: Change of use of land from a concrete batching plant (Sui Generis) to a self-storage facility (Use Class B8) and associated works. Location: 21 Turnpike Road, Blunsdon, Swindon, SN26 7EA
Outcome- Permission Granted.

        64.  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED TO 17 JULY 2024
a. P&CC – volunteers to scrutinise custody facilities. Emailed to Cllrs.
b. NALC Newsletter X 2 – emailed to Cllrs.
c. NALC CX Bulletin X 2 – emailed to Cllrs.
d. Letter from resident – dog mess not picked up.
e. SBC Media Release, election results – emailed to Cllrs.
f. P&CC consultation on Policing priorities – emailed to Cllrs.
g. SBC Highways News – emailed to Cllrs.
h. P&CC fortnightly update – emailed to Cllrs.
i. SBC Local News & Events X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
j. Email from VSC – re site clothes bin at CB – Cllr Nash to assess site.
k. P&CC Councillors Newsletter – emailed to Cllrs.
l. Email from resident does PC support any Community Bus schemes – NO only dial a ride.
m. Email from resident, attending meeting Chair responded. No attendance.
n. SBC media release, disposal of Highworth Golf Course – emailed to Cllrs.
o. Email from resident, Blunsdon Art – PC agreed use of BVH at no cost. LB to liaise with RFO re booking. Clerk to advise.

 

        65.  COMMITTEE REPORTS.
a. GM – Meeting held. Work at Widhill and High Street complete. Next meeting will be August at Pearce Close.
b. Recreation – BFC paid for PC contribution to work.
c. BVH – Deliveries agreed. Plumbing and electrics in hand.
d. Community Building – Boiler serviced. Certificate issued.
e. Cemetery – Groundman issued with guidance for removal and trimming when at work.
f. Allotments – T&C for use of CA emailed to all Cllrs. Risk Assessment complete by Preschool. CA ready for use.
Cllr Selwood circulated details of benches. PC approved budget, contribution from resident. 
Word for plaque to be supplied. Cllr Jankinson.
g. Staffing – Staff meeting on 23 July at 2pm. The chair will outline proposals and efficiency and growth rationale. There will be 1-2-1 meetings with staff 1 to 2 weeks after this.

        66.  PARISH MATTERS 
              
               Cllr Compton reported overgrown vegetation at 11 Jupiter Close. PC to write to resident.

               Clerk reported that HWPC had been in touch about traffic meeting, dates supplied.

               Cllr Jankinson reported that he had discovered information about constituency boundary
               changes – Blunsdon rural Highworth with Castle Eaton and Hannington with 1 Ward Cllr.
               Cllr Jankinson will make some notes and circulate.

               Cllr Jankinson reported that the school hedge required trimming. Clerk to notify school.

               Cllr Jankinson reported that the resident with the missing fence panel behind BVH had
               requested assistance to repair. Cllrs Nash & Tayler to assess.

               Cllr Jankinson reported that there was a new manager at Village Shop – Laura and that she
               was looking to set up a “Unity Hub” to manage Village events and information.

               Cllr Poulton gave apologies for the meeting on 5 August 2024.

        67.  KEY MESSAGES.
               Turnpike Road -containers
               Sams Lane – Plan app
               Vegetation – resident responsibilities

        68.  SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING
           The next meeting to be held 5 August 2024 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH
           There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 




                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
                                                                                                                Chairman 5 August 2024
    

  
    
 SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
         
  PC Actions    
               
     Energy efficiency – Cllr Poulton to follow up.
     HSS refund – Deduct from future invoice.
     Broadband – Cllr Manro to follow up, next Agenda
     Cllr Grant – response awaited.
     Ivy Lane – Cllr Selwood to forward detail.
     Pavilion deep clean – MJ & IJ to spec.
     Minerva Heights – signs to be installed, Cllr Nash.
     Lemon web transfer – RFO to get quote.
     Worship at BH – RFO to contact hirer.
     Payment to RS – RFO to action.
     Business Rates DD – RFO to action.
     Lemon Bookings – time frame to be investigated.
     Insurance renewal – Clerk to action.
     Clothing bin – Clr Nash to look at moving.
     Blunsdon Art – Clerk to notify.
     CA – wording for bench plaque – Cllr Jankinson.
     11 Jupiter Close – Clerk to write to resident.
     Boundary changes – Cllr Jankinson to circulate notes.
     School Hedge – Clerk to contact school.
     Missing fence panel behind BVH – Cllr Nash and Tayler to assess        
     
     Key Messages – to post on Facebook and WEB
    
     First reported – lingering issues dated in red.    
      
    
     SBC Cllr Actions
     
     Turnpike Parking – reported with photos. Yellow lines done – parking still a problem June 23.
     Ditch in Kingsdown Lane – SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022. Site meeting      
     arranged Dec 2022.  Update received june 23   
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Cash Received between 01/06/2024 and 30/06/2024
Date Cash Received from Receipt No  Receipt Description Receipt Total
21/06/2024  Allotment Receipts R43 P Makoni - M3 Allotment 100.00
21/06/2024  Allotment Receipts R43 Makoni duplicate see R56 -100.00
21/06/2024  Allotment Receipts R56 Makoni M3 Allotment 100.00
20/06/2024  Blunsdon Pre-School R55 Invoice 1020 part paid 622.44
05/06/2024  Blunsdon WI R44 Invoice 2409 VH hire 70.00
05/06/2024  Blunsdon WI R45 Inv 1007 VH hire 37.56
18/06/2024  Burial Receipt R66 MOK inv 2408 347.00
20/06/2024  Burial Receipt R54 Ockwell Inv B2407 395.00
28/06/2024  Burial Receipt R63 Fairchild inv B2409 205.00
24/06/2024 ) Falcon Magic Yoga R59 May inv 1009 Yoga 105.00
06/06/2024  One off Hall Hirer R50 Fernandez Inv 1026 133.28
27/06/2024  One off Hall Hirer R62 Invoice 1037 - School & Parent 85.00
06/06/2024 Operations Account R49 Duplicate xfer - cancellation 20,461.61
28/06/2024 Revolution Performing Arts R64 Arrers Sept 23 to May 24 938.00
04/06/2024 Rhae - Bootcamp R47 Inv 2422 -£2 reduction off inv 88.00
05/06/2024  Richard Agnew R48 Inv 2419 Tai Chi 87.50
20/06/2024  Richard Agnew R53 Tai Chi Inv 1036 17.50
21/06/2024  Swindon Borough Council R57 CIL money Apr to Sept 2023 24,523.81
24/06/2024  Swindon Borough Council R44 VH rent for election July 24 155.00
24/06/2024  Swindon Borough Council R44 Duplicate see R65 -155.00
28/06/2024  Swindon Borough Council R65 Election June 24 VH hire 155.00
04/06/2024 Swindon Memorials R46 Ockwell invoice B2406 75.00
24/06/2024  Swindon Model Club R58 Inv 1035 IPMS 26.00
06/06/2024 Zumba Laura Fitchett R51 Inv 1008 & 1033 150.00
Total Receipts 48,622.70
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of Payments made between 01/06/2024 and 30/06/2024
Date Paid  Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
03/06/2024  Mr P Schofield BACS88 983.18 REGULAR Wages PS May
03/06/2024  Hayley Seagroatt BACS89 575.00 REGULAR Inv 36 - VH cleaning
05/06/2024  Charlotte Phipps Florist Ltd BASS6 54.95 Auditor Payment Order #R997554858 Bouquet
-Reg
05/06/2024  Park Garage Group Rodbourne  BACS96 17.59 Debit Card Fuel receipt PS
05/06/2024  Amazon EU- Shenzhenshi pailega BACS128 24.98 RFO DB card - Foot rest
05/06/2024  Amazon EU- BACS129 33.14 RFO DB Card - Laptop Stand
05/06/2024  Amazon EU - Justar Technology ~ BACS130 32.99 RFO DB card - Paper Shredder RFO
06/06/2024  Kingsdown Nurseries BACS92 1,415.24 May Meeting  Inv 92780 - Hedge comm garden
06/06/2024  The Sign Shed BACS101 2319 June meeting  Order SHED769833 TJ Signs
06/06/2024  Current Bank Alc RA9 2046161 Duplicate xfer - cancellation
06/06/2024  Kingsdown Nurseries BACS92 -96.25 Correction Inv 92780 correction £1318.99
06/06/2024  The Sign Shed BACS114 2319 Clerk Inv SHB9917 TJ signs - dogs
07/06/2024  Allbuild and Landscaping Serv ~ BACS90 377.00 Contract Invo 2890
07/06/2024  Allbuild and Landscaping Serv  BACS91 1,452.00 Contract Regular Inv 2903
07/06/2024  Mr M Jones BACS95 115.35 REGULAR Wages MJ Week 9 £115.16 & 0.19
07/06/2024 SN Heatingg Plumbing Ltd BACS105 5,760.00 Project Invoice 3347 VH new Boiler
10/06/2024  Bath Land Management BACS94 3,591.50 Project-Inv  Bath Land Management
PC002
12106/2024  Asda BACS127 7.94 REGULAR MJ Card Payment VH
18/06/2024  Mr M Jones BACS116 109.11 REGULAR Wages MJ Week 10
20/06/2024  Sleemans BACSS3 47.00 MeetingMay  Propane Gas - DDay celebration
20/06/2024  Wickes BACS54 116.50 May Meeting  Water Butt - Com Garden- JT
20/06/2024  Kingsdown Nurseries BACS99 278.10 June Meeting  Inv 93252 Comm Gardens
20/06/2024  Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd ~ BACS102 30000 June meeting  Inv 31380 - Training DB
20/06/2024  Wiltshire Pension Fund BACS103 657.91 June meeting  May contributions
20/06/2024  HM Revenue and Customs BACS104 2,219.50 June meeting  Tax & NI for May 24
20/06/2024  Rotary Electrical Contractors BACS106 214.10 June meeting  Inv 107129 Comm buildng lights
20/06/2024  Saunders Metals LTD BACS107 222.00 June meeting  Inv 015322 - cemetery
20/06/2024  Hills Waste Solutions Ltd BACS108 96.40 REGULAR June Inv PB64299 - VH waste
meeting
20/06/2024  Mrs D Braiden BACS124 25.00 REGULAR Home Work for May
20/06/2024  Mrs T Judd BACS125 35.00 REGULAR Home Work for May JT
20/06/2024  Park Garage Group Rodbourne  BACS126 14.30 REGULAR PT Fuel paid with card
21/06/2024  Mr M Jones BACSS5 102.88 REGULAR Wages MJ Week 11
21/06/2024  Avium Estate Maintenance BACS100 1,332.00 Project June  inv 12274 Community Garden
meeting
21/06/2024  Office Needs Direct BACS109 30511 June Meeting  Quote 17234
21/06/2024  Lovell Johns Ltd BACS110 1,557.60 Project June  Invoice 582673 - Village maps
meeting
24/06/2024  Amazon EU - Reliance UK 11td  BACS111 36.00 RFO Reliance UK 1 LTD in1013896095
24/06/2024  Amazon EU -Galleon SuppliesLtd  BACS112 53.20 RFO Inv 146067401 Toilet Rolls VH
24/06/2024  Amazon EU-S.arl Ukbranch  BACS113 64.99 RFO/Clerk advice Inv GBA447BJVPAEUI - Hard disk
24/06/2024 AMAZON EU -S.arl. Uk Branch  BACS113 -64.99 RFO - Hard disk C/Note GB45F012AEUC Returned
24/06/2024  Crapper & Sons Landfil Ltd BACS115 1,500.00 Meeting June  Solar Panels Funding Part of
24/06/2024  Cartridge Discount BACS117 52.95 Clerk TJ debit card - 5 INK CARTRIDG
25/06/2024  Royal Mail BACS118 22.70 Clerk TJ online D Card - 25 x 2nd
25/06/2024  Mrs D Braiden BACS119 1,218.02 REGULAR Salary D June
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Time: 16:51 Operations Account

List of Payments made between 01/06/2024 and 30/06/2024
DatePaid  Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail,
27/06/2024  Park Garage Group Rodbourne  BACS123 15.59 REGULAR PT Fuel - card payment
28/06/2024  Mr M Jones BACS98 12158 REGULAR Wages MJ Week 12
28/06/2024  Mrs T Judd BACS120 1,993.48 REGULAR Salary JT June
28/06/2024  Mrs D Braiden BACS121 5000 REGULAR Home Work June (paid twice)
28/06/2024  Mrs T Judd BACS122 5000 REGULAR Home work June JT x two in err
28/06/2024  Mrs T Judd BACS122 2000 REGULAR JT Home work June x 2 top up

Total Payments.

47,618.63





