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if going to the
gym is boring...

20% off
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20% Members discounts
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Grant Carpentry & Contruction Ltd

We specialise in all construction.
* loft conversions 7 i -
* garage conversions : "N T .
new build hoi’fses and extensmn,s

i

We specialise in installation of
sto S?IO woodburner stoves and flue liners.
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The
V\{godburner
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001793 435067

Pigeon House Lane, Stratton 5t Margaret
Swindon SN3 4QH

co.uk

AbaCLIS A Professional
Cleaning Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaning Company

SEN":ES you can count on!

ON SITE CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING.
CARPET AND FABRIC PROTECTION TREATMENTS.
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING INDUSTRY.
LOCALLY BASED, PROVIDING PERSONAL AND
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE.

A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CARPET
CLEANERS ASSOCIATION
(MEMBER NO. 1399)

Yours Carpets & Upholstery deserve the best
care possible

To arrange a free, no obligation quotation
please ring:

SWINDON (01793) 421802
www.abacuscleaningservices.co.uk

Bond Builders
Fencing & Patio Services

Fencing - Gates - Patios - Sheds
01793 824272 o 07725 979494

bondbuilders@yahoo.co.uk facebook.com/BondBuilders

(01793) 264 851
07866 940 732

sbtreesurgery.co.uk

Tree Felling & Dismantling.
Pollarding & Removal.

Hedge Reduction & Trimming.
Stump Grinding. Site Clearance.

v Insured v Qualified
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Scouts

1st Blunsdon

15t Blunsdon Scout Group —
Scouts’ Christmas Post

-~ e Scout Christmas stamps for sale
r e D0 in the village shop now — only 35p
4\ * Deat San!m b, each CASH ONLY

e Special green post box in the
\'<\ ' village shop
E "5\

> e Last time for posting 4pm

Tuesday 10" December.
Swindon Scouts can deliver your Christmas cards in Swindon and surrounding
villages for just 35p each. Scout Christmas stamps are now for sale in the
village shop - cash only please. Cards must be posted in the special green
Scout Post Boxes and ours will be in the village shop from now until 4pm
Tuesday 10%" December.

I

This is one of our major fundraising events and one that all our members, from
little Beavers to big Explorer Scouts, can get involved with so thank you for your
support. https://swindonscouts.org.uk/post/

Our Group has had a busy few months with our Explorer Scouts hiking in the
Brecon Beacons, Scouts and Cubs camping at Youlbury near Oxford and the
Beavers helping to clear leaves from around the Church.

We have nearly 90 children in our Group and if you would like your son or
daughter to join, please get in touch.

e Beavers 6-8 - Alison Iles, Beaver Scout Leader
1stBlunsdonBeaverScouts@gmail.com

e Cubs 8-10%2 — Nik Phillips, Cub Scout Leader
planecrazy5@hotmail.com@gmail.com

e Scouts 10%2-14 - Mark Tredgett, Scout Leader markanthonytredgett@gmail.com

o Explorers 14-18 - Tom Dent, Explorer Scout Leader ESUAthena@gmail.com

Steve Iles, Group Scout Leader, 15t Blunsdon, 07885 188079,
iles.swindon@gmail.com

We prepare young people with skills for life



It’s the most wonderful time of the year... December already! We've got

community Shob g5 me exciting updates for you all.

—BLUNSDON-—

Easyfundraising Thank you for supporting us so we can serve you. In November we
received £127.80 from our amazing customers who’ve signed up to Easyfundraising, which
has gone towards repairing our large freezer which cost us £180 + VAT. This simple service
helps us raise money for the shop and café while you’re shopping online, at no extra cost to
you. If you haven’t signed up yet, please consider doing so by scanning the QR code instore,
or visiting the link we’ve posted on our social media.

Unity in the community We're proudly supporting many events happening across Blunsdon
this Christmas:
e Shop and café late night opening - Thursdays and Fridays until 7pm
e St Leonard’s Church Christingle Service - Sunday 1st December at 4pm
e Advent Window display - Thursday 5th December at 5pm (maps on sale now for £2
in the shop)
e Blunsdon Preschool Christmas Carols - Wednesday 18th December at 1:30pm
e Swindon Scouts Christmas Card Delivery Service - stamps on sale now until Tuesday
10th December (cash only)
e Blunsdon Preschool Christmas Carols - Wednesday 18th December at 1:30pm

Festive treats, plus much more! Step into Christmas with our new festive menu, from a
traditional mince pie slice to our decadent candy cane luxury hot chocolate, we have a
sumptuous treat to tickle every taste bud! We’ve also got a gorgeous selection of gifts in the
shop, including our new range of wines — keep an eye on our social media for more details.
We’'ll also share our Christmas and New Year opening times there too.

New Year, new ventures... coming in January 2025 We'll be introducing the Blunsdon
Community Shop Monthly Draw. Purchase a £2 ticket in the shop and choose your lucky
number between 1 and 300 (increase your chances of winning by purchasing more than one
ticket). A winner will be selected on the 1st of every month using a random number
generator. Half the money raised from the ticket sales will be the prize pot, the other half
will support ongoing improvements in the shop and café.

As a special thank you to our shareholders, we’ll be trialling a new Shareholder Loyalty
Scheme. Each time you spend over £10 in the shop (only) you’ll receive a stamp. Once you
have a full card of 10 stamps, you’ll receive £5 off your next shop transaction. If you’re not a
shareholder yet, just ask a member of staff next time you’re in the shop about joining!

Thank you for all your support this year both in the shop and café, and at events. Sending
Seasons Greetings to all of you, from all of us.

Opening Hours Mon, Tues, Weds, Sat: 8am — Spm Thurs -Frid: 8am -7pm
Sunday: 8am — 4pm Café shuts at 4pm Mon - Sat, 3pm on Sundays
2



Blunsdon Village Garden Club

There will not be a club meeting in December
because a Christmas lunch for members will take its
place.

We have a varied programme of talks and activities
throughout the year. If you are interested in finding
out more about us, why not come along and join us
at our next meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 9t
January 2025 in the small Village Hall.

Our speaker will be Margie Hoffnung who is a
Conservation Officer and will be giving us a talk on
the Threats to Historic Landscapes. She has a horticulture degree and has worked at
Westonbirt Arboretum and Highgrove. She completed an MSc in the conservation of
Historic Gardens and Cultural Landscapes at Bath.

A copy of our programme for 2025 can be found below.

Visitors are very welcome and for a small cost of £3 there will be an interesting
sociable evening with refreshments and an optional raffle.

Season’s Greetings to you all.

Jenny 07949087317

Blunsdon Village Garden Club Programme 2025

Date

Speakers

Subject

9t January

Margie Hoffnung

Threats to Historic Landscapes

13th February

Rebecca Brain

Myth Magic and Medicine in the
Garden

13 March Nicola Hope Organic Gardening, happy
plants, happy minds

10t April Dr Francis Burroughes The Victorian Head Gardener

8™ May Vanessa Berridge Kiftsgate Court Gardens Three
generations of women
gardeners

17 May ANNUAL CLUB PLANT SALE

12th June Paul Green Plants for all seasons (Demos)

10t July Club Outing

No Meeting in August

11t September Nathalie Mignotte TBC

9th October AGM Followed by Bill King | The Poppy — Symbol of
Remembrance

13t November

Lynda Warren

Sugar and Spice

11t December

FAXECHRISTMAS ****




Book sale at St Leonard’s

As | write this text we are preparing for our annual craft and book sale event.

Our previous books and bygones sale / exhibition was (in my opinion) a grand
success. We are always willing to try something new, therefore if you have any
thoughts on something different/ new / quirky - we’d love to hear from you.

Along with prolonging the life of your favourite novel we are passionate about getting
everyone to read - children and adults alike!

Books can be ideal presents and fun. Use your imagination and immerse yourself in
a short story, whodunnit, murder mystery (not that immersive !!) or recipe ideas,
gardening tips, along with a variety of children’s literature. I'm currently reading a
series of DI Banks books, thanks to the person who donated them. You may have
watched it on TV but the actual detail can be lost. That’s what reading an actual book
does, you find the detail, the emotion, the terrain, the weather, the absolute
ambiance of the place. It's almost like being on holiday! Give a book a go.

Quick update on our craft event - we raised just over £250, the charity we have
chosen this year is the Swindon Women’s Refuge. This will help with the good work
etc that they provide.

Of course our thanks go to all that have helped and encouraged us over the past
year, and especially to you the generous public that come along month after month.
Sadly we have decided to cancel our December sale due to its close proximity to
Christmas. We look forward to seeing you in 2025 after a well earned rest over the
festive season. Wishing you all a happy and peaceful Christmas

Barbara and Jane and Josie

Down Memory Lane

This month here’s something festive from the 1982 Magazine, let’s hope a good time
was had by all and this reminisce brings back happy memories for those of you who
may have attended the event.




BLUNSDON WI - November
'[hBWI This month’s speaker was Alan Holland from Twigs -
Therapeutic Work in Gardens which is based in Cheney Manor.
INSPIRING WOMEN |, brought the gardens to life through a slideshow showing
what a valuable service they provide in restoring their users well being.
Our other activities included an early Christmas shopping trip to the Lakeland shop in
Cirencester where we were treated to a private shopping experience with nibbles to
taste. We bought them out of delicious chocolate brandy beans though not to sure if
any these boxes will last as long as Christmas.
There was a trip to the Wyvern to Gareth Malone’s singalong giving us a chance to
sing his life story - some of our group with better voices than others.
Our next film club will be seasonal and discussing ‘Its a Wonderful Life’ - several
members have never watched it yet.
Whilst book club is discussing the less seasonal ‘The Sunrise’ by Victoria Hislop
Our Annual Christmas Dinner will be at the Heart in Hand on 10th December.
Ouir first meeting of 2025 will be on Tues Jan 21st with a talk entitled Wing Walkers.
If you fancy joining our friendly group, please don'’t hesitate to give Anna a call to find
out more 01793 706392
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Blunsdon WI

Your personal life.
Our specialist lawyers.

In life, change is inevitable. Whatever it is you're
facing, our job is to deliver the best possible
results for you.

Wills — Estate planning & inheritance tax — Loss
of mental capacity - Need for long-term care —
Property ownership structures - Lasting Powers
of Attorney - Trusts - And more.

~ For more info visit rwkgoodman.com




Blunsdon Pa_rislh' Council

Parish Council News —December 2024 and January 2025

Now is the time of year when | would like to wish all of the Parish Residents a Happy and
Peaceful Christmas and a Good New Year.

Especially, | would like to thank all the Parish Councillors who give their time freely and with
goodwill, and to our Clerical and caretaking and cleaning Staff who work hard for the Parish
and keep us in order.

We would also like to say a special thank you to Paul Schofield our Groundsman who has
recently decided to leave us. He has looked after the Churchyard and Cemetery and other
areas across the Parish and has done a sterling job for us over the years. We wish him well
for the future.

Parish Christmas Tree

As with every year there will be a Christmas Tree at the Village Hall, | hope Santa will come
on Christmas Eve to leave some presents, which we can redistribute to those in the Parish
who are unable to enjoy Christmas for some reason. If you know of someone in that
category, please let me know and maybe | will get Santa to visit their chimney...

Enforcing the Reparation of the Poor Planting around Hayfield Wood

Many of the significant trees around the development are dead and need replacing and
much of the planned planting has not come to fruition. | met with a representative of
Hayfield and a SBC Planner to agree a remedy. Hayfield agreed that there was a deficit and
are working towards a solution to the problem.

Blunsdon Multi Use Games Area — Linley Road.

Gl e
=™

We are excited to say that work will shortly begin on the redevelopment of the old tennis
courts. There will be some disruption and inconvenience to some of you and we apologise
but the end result will be so much better for the school and users of the facility.

Ermin Street Project

The work to resolve this stalled project is slowly being resolved and | hope to have better
news in the next Magazine.

Blunsdon Recreation Ground Pavilion The deep clean went well in the Pavillion and we have
plans to install better extraction and ventilation to help with condensation. We are also
looking to extend the ‘patio’ area to the front, rear and side and install some better matting
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to help protect the Club Room floor. We’re also looking at increasing the storage area for
users and upgrading the kitchen area.

As part of the re-modelling plan for the Pavilion we applied for a grant to install an Air
Source Heat Pump and Solar Panels and disappointingly this application was rejected. The
process of trying to raise funds to complete the overall works is slow I'm afraid.

Community Allotment — | am pleased to say that Blunsdon Preschool are using the
allotment, and we have now installed two benches, remembering two of our residents.
Planning Applications

S$/24/1256 | Demolition of garage, erection of 1 no. dwelling (Class C3) and associated works. | Land
Adjacent To 16 Turnpike Road Blunsdon. The PC supported this application.

S/AMEND/24/1339 Non Material Amendment from previous application (S/23/0883) relating to
LEAP play equipment and layout changes, and extension of the road to the front of plot 74. Land At
Hill Cottage Blunsdon Hill Blunsdon. The PC are not required to comment

S/HOU/24/1293 Erection of a two storey side extension. 29 Ceres Road. The PC decided to object to
this application for several reasons.

Planning Decisions

S/EIA/24/1113 Request for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Opinion for a proposed
solar farm. Land East Of Little Rose Lane Little Rose Lane Blunsdon Swindon. The Parish Council are
unable to comment upon this application — however we have requested that the decision not to
provide an opinion is reviewed.

S/TWC/24/0969 Works to Tree Within Conservation Area. Holly Cottage 48 High Street Blunsdon
Application Granted

S/23/0920 Erection of 4 no. dwellings. Land Adjacent To Eden Field Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon
Swindon. Status: Application Granted after Appeal was granted by the Planning Appeals Inspector.
S/22/0457 Erection of 5no. self-build dwellings (use class C3) and associated works. Longfield
Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Status: Application Granted,

Speedwatch Our hardy volunteers are out regularly helping with road safety in the Parish.
This has led to many prosecutions by local Police for those abusing the law. They always
need volunteers and provide training. Please contact me if you are interested in helping and
| will arrange for someone to contact you.

Date Location  Vehicles Speeding % Maximum Speed Limit Start Finish Location
24/10/2024 Sams Lane 46 13 28% 33 20 08:00 09:00 High St junction
21/10/2024 High St. 145 19 13% 30 20 16:00 17:00 Heart in Hand
14/11/2024 Ermin St 116 13 11% 44 30 10:30 11:30 Minerva Heights
31/10/2024 High St. 163 12 7% 28 20 15:45 16:20 Heart in Hand
26/10/2024 Tadpole Lane 192 4 2% 41 30 10:00 11:00 Telephone Box
25/10/2024 Lady Lne 362 7 2% 43 30 16:00 17:00 Cycle Track
01/11/2024 Lady Lne 333 6 2% 42 30 15:25 16:25 Cycle Track
15/11/2024 Broadbush 247 4 2% 37 30 08:35 11:35 The Shrubbery
16/11/2024 Tadpole Lane 249 3 1% 37 30 09:00 10:00 Telephone Box
08/11/2024 Broadbush 319 1 0% 37 30 15:00 16:00 The Shrubbery



Parish Council Meetings —

The next two months’ Parish Council meetings will be on Monday 2" and Monday 16t
December 2024 and Monday 6" and Monday 20th January 2025, at 19:30 in the Village
Hall. If you want to come along, please let us know, details are on the Parish Council, notice
boards, Website in the Blog section and on our Facebook page.

lan Jankinson —ianjankinson@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk — 07702 684281

**%**BIN COLLECTION DAY is changing*****

From Christmas Day (25 Dec), all households will see their collection days move by two
working days, due to a change in the way Swindon Borough Council operates its services.
As a result of the change, the Council will be able to avoid a 40,000 backlog of collections
accruing from households whose current collection day falls on either Christmas Day or
Boxing Day. By moving collection days permanently, council crews will not have to catch up
on accrued collections caused by the Christmas bank holidays at any point in 2025.

It will also help crews focus on the huge task of collecting the larger volumes of waste and
recycling generated over the Christmas period.

This means that from Weds 25 Dec 2024, all households will need to put out their waste and
recycling out for collection two working days further on from the day they currently do.

For residents whose waste and recycling collections currently take place on different days,
these will both move by two working days. Importantly, this is a permanent change to

collection days that will remain in place throughout the whole of 2025. Details of the
changes are set out below:

Expected collection date: Revised collection date: New collection day:
Wednesday, 25 December Friday, 27 December Two days later - Friday
Thursday, 26 December Monday, 30 December Two days later — Monday
Friday, 27 December Tuesday, 31 December Two days later - Tuesday
Monday, 30 December Wednesday, 1 January Two days later - Wednesday
Tuesday, 31 December Thursday, 2 January Two days later - Thursday
Wednesday, 1 January Friday, 3 January Two days later - Friday

Social Walking from ==
Blunsdon Community Shop
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Every 2nd and 4th Thursday
of the month at 10:00am

Wew VWe start and finish at the shop.
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Cross Street
CARS

Rail Station:

Q7232323523

Cross Street
TRAVEL

Rail Station:

017923 818324

Cross

Cross Street
USED CARS

Transfer Bridge:

@I 7:7S5F5 24888
055 ST%

é.— — "-‘_), 7
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Transfer Bridge:

01793 524333

@ icss Slrecl
GARAGE

Iransfer Bridge:

01793 524333

@rossiSilreel
GARAGE

Old Town:
ONZ923: 5240306

Skl

GROUP

Suppliers of waste
management services

e Skip hire
= Total waste management

* Food waste collection
service

= Hazardous waste disposal

www.hills-waste.co.uk

Cheaper Than a Skip &
Twice the Capacity!

making the most of Swindon's waste @ Commercial, Home, Garden,
b Garage, Site Clearance
Clearance & Recycling

of Commercial &
Domestic Waste

® Load Assist & 24 Hour Service

T Rrecycling swinbon)

t/f: 01793 706447 m: 07737 371393
e: trrecycling@swindon.myzen.co.uk
w: www.trrecycling.co.uk

Cow o
Lorraine Green Artist

Beautiful watercolour paintings of British farm

x e ok =
animals and wildlife. & &

Original art, prints, greetings cards
and gifts inspired by the countryside.

www.lorrainegreenartist.com

Our clients benefit from the high standards
that our attention to detail and quality work-
High Class Painter manship provides.

& Decorator

Trevor Wyse
Established 3% Year

We can assist with an initial consultation and
offer our knowledge of themes, colours and

_ styles that can help transform a room or a
complete house

Wallpaper Specialist - Coving
Painting - Tiling

Careful attention to our client’s requirements
has helped us to boast a broad selection of
customers that we are proud to work with on
a regular basis

Living
with pain
or injury?
We can help.

We have extensive
experience treating...
= Sciatica

+ Shoulder pain

+ Sports injuries

« Back and neck pain

+ Rehabilitation after surgery
+ Ergonomic/work injuries

Locatedin

Blunsdon House Hotel {5}
PARNELLHARPER

www.parnellharper.com INJURY CLINIC
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REMOVE GARDEN WA‘ISTE
SMALL OR L ARGE JOBS

CONTACT BAZ

bazzaqﬁo@gmail-éom

CHATWIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Boller Breakdowns
Boiler Services
Boler Installations
Batfiroom Renovations

Callus on 07825912979

Blunsdon based Gas Safe
Registered Engineer

Local, friendly & reliable
Domestic Plumbing Service

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL g
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE {3

Landscaping Bathrooms
Paving Kitchens
Groundworks Plumbing
Driveways Ramps
Demolition Fencing
Digger & Driver Hire - .
DISABLED ACCESS & CONVERSION SPECIALIST :

07980 740835 [t oe=r

Experienced Tradesmen With Good Reputation

Suppliers of concrete
and aggregates

* Ready-mixed concrete
and floor screed loads
from 0.5m?

= Sand, stone, limestone, gravel

» Decorative aggregates

01793 714999 BNl g Ao RI]

Hearing loss certainly leads to isolation, but it also leads
to loss of self-esteem and depression.

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessment
Discrete Digital Hearing Aids
Tinnitus Counselling

Mrs Laura A L Reed RN BSc MSc FdSc RHAD

Dr David J Reed BA MSc MBA AuD RHAD

Call or Text: 07585 525993

reeds@reedsear.co.uk * www.reedsear.co.uk

Amnigilda, 4 Raglan Close, Lawn, Swindon. SN3 1JR

REEDS HEARING CARELTD

GM 4 ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC ELECTRICIAN
POWER POINTS
EXTERNAL SOCKETS
GARDEN ROOMS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
07900 243116

www.gm4electrical.com
info@gm4electrical.com

LJ..

{4 CHELWORTH NURSERIES:

Unit 6 Blakehill Business Park - Chelworth - CncUadeSNﬁ D

Open 6 DAYS 10am - Spm, Sunday 10 - 4pm (closed Mo
Herbaceous plants, Climbers & Shrubs,

Fothergill Seed stockists, Peat, Compost and Grow Bags
Bark Chipping's, Calor Gas stockists.

Tel: 07946347233




Blunsdon

Connecting with God, each other

and our communty From the Rector’s pen ......

Doesn’t a year pass quickly. Advent, Christmas, New year seem to appear more
swiftly each passing season. This is a time of year that | have mixed feelings. It is a
season of great joy to many, as some await the coming of St. Nicholas in all his
Coco Cola decked finery. Others celebrate the first and second coming of their
saviour. God made man and the culmination of the Father’s long awaited plan for his
creation. Both are important to me. For eight years | was privileged to serve as Papa
Noel, in a special school, visiting hundreds of children and bringing smiles and hope
to those who see the world differently. Although | struggle as many do with the
commercialism of Christmas, the opportunity to serve those whom we are told by
Christ to become like, and bring them joy was wonderful. Both Christmas and New
Year are also a place to reflect on new life, beginning again, a new start. Whether
you are a Christian or not, take this opportunity, to decide this coming year, to
commit to bringing joy to those around you. Maybe look for one act of kindness a
day, a smile to a stranger, greet someone on the bus, offer to mow a lawn or make
way for someone in a queue. The gift of kindness is not limited to Christmas.

God bless you and a joyful Christmas to one and all.

Rev Phil Goodey Tel 07841 106717

Email: rector@stmichaelshighworth.com

"m \Q St Leonard’s Church

St Leonard's Christmas services
e Sunday 1st Dec: No 10am Communion Service. Christingle Service 4pm.
e Sunday 8th December: Morning Worship 10am.
e Sunday 15th December: Family Communion 10am.
e Sunday 22nd December: No 9am Breakfast Church. Carol Service 6pm.
e Christmas Eve Tues 24th Dec: Crib Service 3pm. Holy Communion 11.15pm.
e Christmas Day Wednesday 25th Dec: Christmas Holy Communion 10am.
e Sunday 29th December: Morning Prayer Reflective Service 10am.

Blunsdon Baby and Toddler Group

We meet every Wednesday morning in St Leonards church from 10 to
11.30am, term time and holidays.

The group includes foster carers, parents and grandparents, so a good

mixture and plenty of experience if you wish to pick people’s brains!
We ask £1 per session to cover costs; this includes hot drinks and biscuits.
There might be singing and craft sessions as well so come along and see who
we are.




St Leonard’s Church, Blunsdon, Reordering Project

After a very long time data gathering, consulting and report writing, we have some
important information about the refurbishment and re-layout of our 13t century Parish
Church and some good news. This project establishes the facilities to not only support a
growing congregation but also the local community. It includes, underfloor heating,
insulation, kitchen, toilets, storage, meeting areas with an open and flexible layout.

An overwhelming questionnaire result: As you may know, during the summer we gathered
over 100 questionnaires asking local residents their view of our plans. We received
overwhelming support for all elements, with positive support of between 80% and 90% for
all the questions. The points of concern we discussed and then revised our plan accordingly,
deciding to keep the choir stalls and retain the chancel as a quiet area.

In other consultations, we held an open afternoon at the church, had visits from Historic
England and the Church Buildings Council, as well as members of the diocesan advisory
committee. We also met with local clubs and societies, who let us have many letters of
support. They showed interest in using the facilities in the future.

Our next step: These updated plans have been now passed onto the next stage towards full
authorisation. You will see over the next month or so a public notice outside the church
outlining the changes. Inside the Church, the updated plans will be on display for any final
comment. The church is open Tuesdays and Thursdays , 9am to 3pm.

Thanks need to go to Mike Gibbin (project leader), Jeremy Chadburn (architect) and Derek
Webb (engineer) who have worked tirelessly to bring this about. The process has been very
challenging and has required tenacity and patience.

We will now be seeking sources of funding, so if you have any ideas for fundraising please do
get in touch. Similarly, if you would like to be involved in any way, please contact one of the
churchwardens, Helen at griff9999@btinternet.com or Paul at paulwmorris777@gmail.com
If anyone has any questions or concerns, they can raise them with the churchwardens or
directly with Bristol Diocese. Details will be on the public notice.

Helen Griffiths

| =
| CREATE and CONNEC T

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
10:00-11:30 A M

Blunsdon Community Shop and Cafe
Unit 1 Blunt Rise
Broad Blunsdon
SN26 7DA

From drawing and painting to knitting
and crafting, this is a chance for adults
of any ability to create in a social setting.
Bring along your projects.

W"effsm

OREATE ~ CONNEOCT
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Notes from the Editor
The Magazine Committee wish all our readers a
happy Christmas and healthy New Year.

A big thank you to our advertisers and others who have
funded the printing and delivery costs of the Magazine.
Thank you to our printers, ESP Colour Ltd for their hard
efforts to keep things affordable. Thank you to our
contributors who provide the content month on month
and to our delivery boys and girls who ensure the Magazine lands on your doorstep.
It's a real community effort, thank you.

The magazine is run by volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments and
contributions will always be welcome.

Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk

EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com
Arlene tel. 01793 727306

ADVERTS: For advert enquiries please contact Penny on 01793 722073

Front Cover: Festive home and garden off Broadbush
Your February Magazine will be delivered from: 31st Jan 2025
Magazine issue Deadline for items for inclusion
Dec/Jan 22nd Jan 2025

TWO BIG “THANK YOUS” FROM ST LEONARD’S CHURCH

Thank you firstly to Ann and Trevor and family for a very successful quiz evening.
It was a very enjoyable evening and the church appreciates all the hard work that
went into this fund raising event.

Secondly thank you to the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, leaders and parents
who helped clear the churchyard of leaves on Saturday 9, prior to our
Remembrance Service.

Congratulations go to The Colonel and Amber's Team who won the Village Quiz
which was held in the Village Hall on Friday 8th November.

We would also like to thank everyone who provided raffle prizes, with special thanks
to the Village Community Shop, Blunsdon House Hotel, Ogbourne Golf Club and
Earthline.

The event raised £716.00 for St.Leonards Church.

Thank you all for your support.

Kingfisher Team.

11



BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254

Phone lines are open to book appointments from 8am Tues, Thurs and Frid and
from 3pm on Mon and Weds. EMERGENCIES - Call NHS 111 (outside surgery

hours)

OPENING HOURS
Day Doctor Times Reception
Mon 3.10pm - 4.40pm 3pm-6.15pm
Tues 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Weds 4pm - 7.10pm 3pm - 7.15pm
Thurs 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Frid 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm

Blunsdon Social Walking Group 2024 Alex Kasperczak & Jim Morris

At the beginning of 2024 we started a Social Walking Group here in Blunsdon. The main
reasons were to get a chance to meet new people, get some gentle exercise and learn a
little about the beautiful countryside around our village. And if the Community Shop gained
a little more sales, that would be an additional benefit.

On the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every month we do a circular walk, starting and ending at
Blunsdon Community Shop. Walks are between 3 - 5 miles, and the routes are tailored
depending on the time of year and the weather.

So far, we’ve done 21 walks. 44 different people have joined us, and if you’d attended all 21
walks (no-one has!) you’d have covered a distance of 80 miles! We’ve walked a total of 875
miles, more than Lands End to John o’Groats. The average number of walkers is 11, but it’s
ranged from 6 to 19.

We asked what some of our walkers think about it, and this is what they said...

Social walking is a walk for exercise, a chat with different people, a chance to discover
the Blunsdon area and a cuppa in our Community Cafe. Such a healthy and uplifting
way to spend a couple of hours.

Although I was nervous to join a new group I'm so glad I did! Not only was I made
welcome, I have met some lovely people and enjoy lots of chats along the way. The
walks are enlightening about the village and a lovely way to enjoy exercise.

I really enjoy these 60-90 minute circular walks around the village. Jim makes a real effort to
add a poetic comment on the views or a bit of local history, find some mud or a herd of deer.
| find it much easier to relax and chat when engaged in a joint activity and it's a great way to
make friends and find out more about where we live.

But there’s no need to take their word for it! We'll be restarting in January 2025 so please
join us! We’ll be walking back from John o’Groats to Lands End!
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A Recipe from CookFoodFauv

Ready for Christmas!

After featuring Yorkshire Parkin as my recipe in the November
magazine, [ was pleased to watch the technical challenge on the
Great British Bake Off on 29th October. The bakers had to make
Parkin, described as a Bonfire night classic, glad I'm not the only
one who thinks this.

And now we are moving towards Christmas, so [ thought I
would share some easy recipes, homemade but using shop bought ingredients. Starting
with mincemeat, a quintessential Christmas ingredient which I love. I usually make
about 11 dozen mince pies, a lot for family members! These are Mincemeat Pinwheels.
Alternatively some savoury options, different ingredients but using the same method.

Mincemeat Pinwheels

375g Puff Pastry (shop bought sheet ready rolled) Pinch of salt

400g mincemeat 40g dried cranberries
1x clementine, zest only (or zest of %2 orange) 100g brown sugar
1 egg, beaten 1 tbsp icing sugar

1. Line 2x baking sheets with greaseproof paper.

2. Unroll the puff pastry sheet, spread the mincemeat over the pastry leaving a

small gap on the long edges.

Scatter over the dried cranberries and grate the clementine zest all over.

4. Roll the pastry up from the long edge (use the paper that comes under the pastry
to make a tight roll).

5. Pop on a baking sheet and into the fridge for 15mins.

Put the oven on to 200°C (gas mark 6).

7. Using a sharp knife cut slices about 2/3cms thick and place them on lined baking

sheets. Brush with beaten egg.

8. Bake in the oven for 15-17 mins, until golden.

9. Leave to cool for 10 mins on the trays, then dust with icing sugar and enjoy.
TIP: you can freeze them after cutting into slices and cook from frozen as required,
cooking for about 20mins.

Making pinwheels with alternative fillings are just as easy. Perhaps savoury ones as an
appetiser, to go with drinks or as part of a buffet table. Use the same method as above.
* 2 tbsp pesto, 2 tbsp chopped sundried tomatoes, 100g chopped jarred roasted red
peppers and 50g grated parmesan+ more for garnish.

*200g Spinach cooked, dried and chopped, 100g crumbled feta, 2 x finely sliced spring
onions, 50g grated parmesan and seasoning

* Ham slices, grated cheddar cheese, oregano, chilli flakes and seasoning.

OR invent your own filling. Perhaps get the children to come up with a pizza filling.

w

o

Happy Christmas
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The Chatterbox Thankful for Another Year on the Clock

| swear that the length of time that passes between putting the Christmas tree and
decorations back in the attic to getting them down again ready for another festive season
gets shorter with each passing year. For a child, Christmas takes forever and a day to come
around — as does a birthday — but when adulthood comes along, | find I'm still picking up
glitter from last year when another ton of it appears.

And, so, here we are as 2024 reaches a conclusion and a bright, shiny new year is in our
sights. I'm not really one for new year’s resolutions; | think there are already so many
pressures in this modern world that adding to them is counter-productive. If we do start
something new, then that’s great, and hopefully it'll be the start of something fulfilling and
wonderful but, equally, if we don't, it's not the end of the world, it’s just the end of the year.

What I think is much more important than striving for sometimes impossible goals which
could bring a sense of failure and disappointment if we don’t succeed, is being thankful for
the things we HAVE achieved and the positive experiences we’ve had throughout the year.
Your first thought may be that it's been a really lousy year, difficult in almost every respect
when, perhaps, you’ve been troubled by poor health, endured family squabbles and the car
cost a fortune in repair when it failed its MOT. Yes, we can all find reason to complain but
how about some of the good things that have happened?

I’'m sure there must have been something that's worth feeling thankful for, as well. They
don’t have to be massive events like inheriting a fortune from an uncle you never knew you
had or finding a Faberge Egg in a car boot sale. We choose what effect events have on us
and sometimes it's the smallest things that can mean the most when we look back at what'’s
happened through the year. A coffee with a dear friend who haven’t seen all year, or your
little grandson singing you a song that he learnt at playschool are both heartwarming
moments. Finding a piece of jewellery under the bed that you thought was lost forever can
bring tears of happiness. A hospital appointment where you're reassured that there’s
nothing seriously wrong can lift the world from your shoulders. Having a trip with your loved
one and seeing a beautiful view together gives you precious memories. Conquering a fear
of travelling alone by taking a train ride to confront it can make you feel empowered and
strong. Eating fruit or vegetables you’ve grown in your own garden can bring an enormous
sense of pride. Giving your time to a charity or completing a challenge to raise money for a
cause that’s important to you can give you a sense of achievement and fulfilment.

There are so many reasons to feel thankful and positive that you may overlook these as “just
something” that happened. But they’re so much more than that. It's a bit like looking at your
half-filled glass and deciding whether it’s half full or half empty. Some may even complain
about the shape of the glass but, after seeing the news on TV some days, I'm just glad that
there’s water in my tap.

I hope your Christmas is full of warmth, kindness and special moments that make you feel
thankful, and I'll look forward to chatting with you again in the new year.

B <o
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. FOOD FOR THOUGHT.
Outside Catering

B\

Mobile fish & chip van will be at Blunt Rise, Blunsdon
Thursday 5th December, Thursday 19th December,

Thursday 9" Jan 2025, Thursday 23" Jan 2025
If you would like a copy of our menu, please email
grahamrowcliffe58 @outlook.com or WhatsApp 07515288414 pre orders
welcome by WhatsApp or text 07515 288414.
Graham Lizzy & the team would like to wish you all a very Merry Xmas and a
Happy New Year.

Thamesdown Ladies Choir

/\.,J1 o5 J\ Slng have fun

Why not come and join us?
No audition necessary
(h“ We meet on Thursday evenings at

‘/' St Andrew’s Church, Moredon Road, Swindon
\\>\. 7 make new friends
%rév/ support local charities

O contact us at | www.thamesdownladieschoir.co.uk

It is often said that these days things aren’t built to last. That certainly wasn’t the case back
in 1975 when Patricia Langley-Poole started up the Thamesdown Singers, later to become
Thamesdown Ladies Choir, or TLC. The world now looks vastly different to how it did back
in the 70’s, but one thing certainly hasn’t changed — and that is the ethos behind this very
successful ladies’ choir - fun, friendship, singing, and raising money for local charities.
Their first concert of 2025 will be at St Michael’s Church, Highworth, on Saturday 5™ April,
sharing the bill with Splash of Red from Fairford and Shrivenham Ladies Choir.

TLC are always keen to welcome new members into their ‘family’ and would be pleased to
hear from you if you’d like to know a little more. You can contact us through our website,
www.thamesdownladieschoir.co.uk, find us on Facebook or email our membership
secretary lesley.hemingway@gmail.com
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drusv R
WW % High blood pressure, anxiety, asthma, allergies,

depression, menopause symptoms, kidney/bladder

conditions, reflux, indigestion, muscle pain, joint
stiffness, painful/heavy periods, digestive
conditions, mental health conditions.........

)
%’W} i the ooﬂ“["(t

Stress is a major factor that can aggravate many existing
health conditions!

Why not try a complimentary approach to reduce stress and
promote a better well-being?

Reflexology is a relaxing, safe and non-invasive complimentary therapy designed
to restore balance, enhance mood, improve sleep, promote wellness, and relieve
stress. It is suitable for all ages and safe for clients living with most health
conditions.

My name is Amanda McElroy (MAR) and I am a fully qualified and insured

mobile reflexologist visiting clients in this area. I of fer a complete foot or hand

reflexology program in the comfort of your own home. My treatments incorpom\ /
relaxing massage, deep breathing techniques and manipulation and pressure to all the reflexes to

help restore energy levels, relieve stress and tension and to promote a sense of well-being.

I offer various packages at reasonable prices and flexible treatment times to suit you! *

For more information or to book an appointment please visit
www.windrushreflexology.co.uk or text me on 07759449000

*All prices are inclusive of travel, consultation and products used and times are subject to availability
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Reading with Wine

Hello...it’s very nearly time to Step into Christmas! It will come as no
surprise that the final prompt challenge for the year (where did that time
go?) is a Festive read! Following on from non-fiction November, it’s time to
go the other way and lose ourselves in festive joy.

The Works have such a brilliant range of festive cosy reads in their 3 for £6 offer, you can stock up on
presents and treat yourself! My top recommendations would be Christmas at the Borrow a Bookshop
(I love the Borrow a Bookshop series) by Kiley Dunbar, a Merry Little Meet Cute by Julie Murphy and
Sierra Simone or The Nightmare Before Christmas by Alex Pine (his winter killer series is fantastic) If
you like a proper Christmas movie vibe then go for The Christmas Tree Farm by Laurie Gilmore. It is
the third book in the Dream Harbour series and possibly my favourite so far; you can currently buy all
three for £16.50 too. Kira North is not full of Christmas spirit...in fact she has none; despite the fact
that she lives on a Christmas Tree Farm and has a dream of making it a sustainable project. She soon
learns that not everything you see on Instagram is real and that community spirit also equates to
Christmas spirit. | loved Kira and her fierce need to be independent, particularly as it began to
crumble when Ben, a self-diagnosed people helper finds himself on a mission to explore the farm. It’s
funny, it’s cute, it’s got amazing scenic imagery, friends galore and of course, it’s got Christmas spirit
in abundance. You'll feel the need to sit down with a stroopwafel and a Mulled Wine for the full
seasonal experience. On that note, Marks and Spencer are once again leading the way with their
festive drinks, seek out a bottle of their White Mulled Wine. With flavours of pear, lemon and vanilla
it lends itself to those that prefer a sweet palate and bonus, your house will smell delightful too! It’s
the perfect pairing for this book as it’s a festive treat that is sweet throughout.

Proving that Marks and Spencer is the place to be for festive drinks, I've also gone with them for my
second pick this season, the Christmas on the Beach. It is a premixed cocktail and comes in a
fabulous printed bottle (again, one for a gift, one for you!) The flavours here are cranberry and
orange with warming spices, a perfect twist of the summer ‘on the beach’ beverage. And whilst we
are on the topic of twists, Christmas in Castleby is a great choice if you like your festive reads a little
darker, with a few thrills and twists. Who is out there to spoil this picture-perfect Christmas and will
the community figure it out in time? This is book six in the Castleby series by J.M Simpson and the
characters have become long standing friends. | could see a Santa Saturday happening in
Blunsdon...all along the route of the advent windows- a sign that it is beginning to look a lot like
Christmas!

Thank you for coming along this year of challenges with me, | hope you found some new favourites
for both your shelves and wine glasses. Please share your completed challenges with me
@reading_with_wine on Instagram, | love to see your pairing as much as | enjoy making my own.
With no magazine now until the end of January, | shall generously state January is read what like
month! Hopefully, you might have some bookish gifts to choose from. If you chose to do dry January,
there are some great non-alcoholic options out there to try, have fun exploring! And if you don’t-
explore some new wines for 2025...just remember to read as much as you like but please drink
responsibly. New year; same rules! Once again, | hope you have a very merry, bookish Christmas and
a page turning new year!
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My family and | will always
be grateful for Caremark

We deliver excellent

home care

with campacriau and a cAeery s'mi/e./

When our Care Assistants come to visit, they
bring with them knowledge, expert training
and a personality that delivers compassion,

smiles and Iauﬁ'ﬁ’i—/

—

We offer free expert
advice, contact us today Caremark’

01793 626200
swindon@caremark.co.uk
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ANDY COMPTON

sing & MHean

Instalation of heating systems,
bathroom suites, showers etc

Boller servicing and repairs undertaken

T: 01793 721290

M: 07785 984033
acomplonplumbing .co uk

< AWORCESTER

Bosch Group

Thinking of Selling your
home?

For a market appraisa

7\

25 High Street, Highworth Tel: 01793 762005

www.hanleys.co.uk

contact H cmley A)

i
Forrester Sylvester Macket!

* Wills, Trusts & Probate
« Court of Protection

+ Family

+ Dispute Resolution

* Residential Property
* Mediation

+ Commercial Property
+ Clinical Negligence

Attended
Funerals

Unattended
Funerals

£995 £2,320
A.E. Srmth B s?n .

01793 522023
G. & L. Evans

27 Newburgh Place,
Highworth SN6 7DN
01793 765138

4+ CovinghamSquare,
Swindon SN3 TAA

01793 526999

FUNERAL WISHES

Ourlocal experts

L
DiGNITY | <

/ i i
7”/!/ ﬂ/&///ﬁ%ta-(’/”_g‘

( Hairdressing
We are now able to offer more
hairdressing appointments, alternatively
just '‘pop-in' as we may be able to

accommodate you

01793 762 929

35 High St., Highworth, SN6 7HL

Cricklade School of Motoring

KEITH WALKER

Established 1977 (over 2000 passes) Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of MSA Diploma in Defence Driving
M.I.A.M M.ROSPA (class 1 Gold) Member of DIA
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of ROSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction (Class 1 Gold|)
Member of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain
Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered
Learner Advanced Motorway and Refresher courses
CRB Checked and Registered
Driving Lessons are provided in Cricklade, Wootton Bassett,
Cirencester, Purton and Swindon areas.
Call today on 01793 709883 /| 07748 557171
www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR
HOME WITH A SELECTION OF SERVICES
INCLUDING:

ok

CALL OUR FRIENDLY
TEAM

01285 339050

o LIVE-IN CARE  + CLEANING SERVICES

+ HOURLY CARE » MOTHER'S HELP

» HOME CHEF & MEAL
PREPARATION

« HOME HELP &

COMPANIONSHIP
WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

ANDREWS

QUALITY MEATS

HIGHWORTH 01793 762085
MARLBOROUGH 01672 519915

www.andrewsqualitymeatsltd.co.uk




ve ] Family Run and Independent
Hillier

Bereavement Support Service

24 hour Service Everyday

Compassionate, Professional Service
Competitive Prices with Free No Obligation Quote

Your local family funeral director since 1923

7 Lechlade Road, Highworth SN6 7HF

Blunsdon Community Shop and Cafe
Opening hours

Monday - Saturday: 8am to 5pm
Sunday: 8am to 4pm

Cafe shuts an hour before close

01793 700915
Instagram: @blunsdoncommunityshop
Facebook: Blunsdon Community Shop

www.blunsdoncommunityshop.co.uk

Community Shop & Café

—BLUNSDON-

Celebrating over 20 years of service to the village

rﬁ I) SWINDON

packages available:
ens and Gremation:

Swindon Memorials: Unit 19, Blackworth Industrial Estate,
Highworth, Swindon, SN6&6 7NA
Website. www.swindonmemorials.co.ulk

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience (@Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

e

Every Wednesday evening at Blunsdon Village Hall.
Challenging, friendly and suitable for everyone.
e class ready for anything!

¥ Contact Julia to book: |
07768 806 319

the €AaSY WwWayvy
to buy prinmt

Sirmpely i=it wwww oprintmix.co.ulk
arndad see for for wourself .

=\ —oa\it=1
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:. Well Hung Framing

C by Kate Herbert

I'm here for all your bespoke picture framing, from medals to
memorabilia, posters to prints. Please call or email to arrange a
visit to my studio in Watchfield to discuss your requirements.

07710 348 263 bykateherbert@gmail.com
wwwwellhungframing co

ko)

D@®MESTICY ELECTRICS

& PROPERTYWSERVICES

Your local friendly electrician.
NAPIT Fully qualified and insured.
All work guaranteed.

® 07805045254 [ info@de-ps.co.uk

Bathroorms 4.

35 years Experience Kitchens ——

*~ Bathroom & Kitchernn renovations
Al tyvpes of Wall & Floor tiling
Al tvpes of Plumbing woirlk
* Boiler Servicing & Reparirs

*Central Heating Installations
* Carpentriy & Joiner Work
> Plastering & Artexing
= All work guarcanteed
For &a free estimate call Sean o

-'('f

Viob: O7 749 862361
Besilit wwporr Quality & Servtce




