




Minutes of the Fifteenth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 18 December 2023 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

        Present: Cllrs Jankinson(Chair), Hughes, Nash, Selwood, Tayler & Weston.
          
        
        175. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
            Cllrs Compton, Keates and Poulton. 
            
        176.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
            None.                
            Recess- None.

         177.  MINUTES FROM THE FOURTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING
        	Proposed by Cllr Weston, seconded by Cllr Nash, all agreed they be accepted as a true 
            record.
        	
         178. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a.  Dropped kerb/Ermin Street – meeting held on 24 November. Consultant to produce a concept plan to end to SBC for comment. Graduated speed reduction from Blunsdon Hill to Ermin Street to be considered by SBC. Cost exercise underway by SBC for surface work and speed calming repair on Ermin Street.
b. Velux Windows at Community Building now repaired.
c.  Boundary tree at Blunt Rise, reported to SBC. Chair to mark trees.
            d. Deer Field – meeting with Trustees 13 December was constructive. Parish needs recreation 
            facilities. Trustees may do resident consultation. 
e.  REC – school boundaries, remain outstanding. Matter is with Head and Estates.
f. Gullies and drains on B4019 to be cleared by 30/10. PC Noted work appears to have begun.
g. Solar Panels at Community Building – grant information should be available Spring 2024.
            h. BVH flooring – PC agreed to go with the known contractor despite it being more expensive.
            RFO to notify suppliers.
            i. Leaf clearance – extra attention by the Church and gullies along High Street cleared. 
j. Community Building – meeting about lights it was agreed that VSC would pay for lights during opening hours and the PC would decide if car park lighting beyond this is required.
Electrician still to be consulted when defibrillator is installed.
k. Cemetery path resurfaced.
l. Staffing – No applications received. Cllr Selwood and Jankinson to meet on 20 December. New advert to be placed early in 2024.
m. Village Maps – Chair to liaise with previous supplier. Cllr Jankinson.
n. WiFi – appears to now be working.

179. FINANCE
       
a. Monthly Accounts – hire refund still not received. SLCF will be dealing with the issue of the Support Grant from SBC. Proposed by Cllr Weston, seconded by Cllr Nash, all agreed payments totalling £12,545.58 and receipts totalling £2,878.25 be approved.  See attached sheet for full details.

b.   Budget Proposals- RFO had begun work on 2024/25 Precept budget; first draft included sum of £238,000 for PC Office/MUGA project which resulted in increase of £1.75 per Band D.  Finance Cttee to meet with RFO in New Year to review and prepare proposal for full PC, to be finalised and agreed at main January meeting.


c. Parish Cllr Allowances – PC unanimously agreed to keep the current arrangements, there will be budget provision should any Cllr need to claim. Cllrs to notify RFO of intentions.
Clerk to publicise PC decision.
                       
            180. PLANNING DECIIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
                    S/HOU/23/1383 - Erection of timber outbuilding for use as home office/store
                    (retrospective)
                    At:  116 High Street, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7AB
                    Planning Permission Granted with Conditions.

                       
            181. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT
                    
                    None.
                  
Other Planning Matters

a. MUGA – Cllr Selwood progressing project with FFM. Once signed up there is a cost of £2500 if the project does not proceed. PC agreed Cllr Selwood should sign. Budget deadline is 30 January. Meeting needed before 22 January meeting.
b. Community Allotment – Cllr Selwood to contact supplier.
c. Pavilion – Meeting with consultant before 8 January 2024. Location of fitness equipment not definitive. Comments received re path.
d. Update from Committee 12 December 2023 – S/OUT/171821 & S/23/0450 both applications approved, despite objections. Cllr Tayler attended.


             182. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED TO 18 DECEMBER 2023
a. SBC Members Bulletin 7 & 14 December – emailed to Cllrs.
b. Email from Highworth TC, Xmas wishes – emailed to Cllrs.
c. NALC CX Bulletin X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
d. SBC Media release re finances – emailed to Cllrs.
e. SBC Local News & Events X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
f. Email from resident vegetation in Sutton Park – Clerk responded.
g. P&CC fortnightly update – emailed to Cllrs.
h. NALC Newsletter – emailed to Cllrs.
i. WALC December newsletter – emailed to Cllrs.
j. Policing priority survey – emailed to Cllrs.
k. Email from resident re changes to refuse collection – Chair to respond.
l. Xmas email from HWPC – emailed to Cllrs.
m. Xmas email form BV Magazine – emailed to Cllrs.
n. Chair received email re Pavilion Path.


            183. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. GM – Meeting in December rearranged to Jan 24 because of illness. Gullies to be discussed.
PC recorded thanks to Mr Whiteside (William) for his work at Linley Road play area – great job.
b. Recreation Ground – Boundary trees outstanding.
c. BVH – WiFi issues resolved. Flooring see above. Quote need for car park lighting. Cllr Tayler
d. Community Building – VSC need training on defib. Cllr Jankinson. Door handles causing problems. Solution to replace with large D handles. Push button system to be investigated. PC approved costs of £325, Cllr Tayler to approach VSC.
e. Cemetery – Thanks to Cllrs Nash & Tayler for new path surface.
f. Allotments – Work on fence at Minerva with Newland.
g. Structure – Advert in new year. NALC WALC SLCC & Forum closing date 22 Jan 24.

            184. PARISH MATTERS
                    Cllr Nash reported that the sign and sandbag at traffic calming on Ermin Street were 
                    damaged. Clerk to report to PM.
                    Cllr Tayler reported that fly tipping continues at High Street bin and that he had cleaned 
                    BVH noticeboard.
                    Cllr Tayler reported that he would collect the old Village Shop signs.
                    Cllr Jankinson thanked all Cllrs and staff for their work during 2023. 
            185. KEY MESSAGES.
                 
                    None.
                         

             186. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING
           	      The next meeting to be held 8 January 2024 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH
                  There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 








                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
                                                                                                                Chairman 8 January 2024
    


SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
         
PC Actions
               
[bookmark: _Hlk125439424]     Ermin Street landscaping – Concept drawings to be prepared.
     Boundary trees at Blunt rise in breach of planning – Cllr J to mark trees.
     REC – School boundaries to be cut. 
     Solar Panels – c/f
     Minerva – Newland moving fence.
     BVH Flooring – RFO to order work.  
     Pavilion – meeting before 8 Jan 2024.
     CB lighting – electrician to inspect.
     MUGA – Cllr Selwood to progress paperwork.
     CA – Cllr Selwood to contact supplier.          
     Village Maps Chair to contact SB.
     Cllr Allowances – Cllrs to notify RFO, Clerk to publicise report.
     BVH – quote for Car park lighting needed.
     CB doors – Cllr Tayler to action.
     Staffing – Cllrs Selwood and Jankinson meet 20 /12 – advert in new year.
     Ermin Street – report to PM.
     Village shop signs – Cllr Tayler to collect.
     
     Key Messages – to post on Facebook and WEB  


    
     First reported – lingering issues dated in red.    
      
    
     SBC Cllr Actions
     
     Turnpike Parking – reported with photos. Yellow lines done – parking still a problem June 23.
     Ditch in Kingsdown Lane – SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022. Site meeting      
     arranged Dec 2022.  Update received June 23
     
     



     
     
         
     
     
     
     
      
      



