




Minutes of the Seventeenth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 22 January 2024 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

        Present: Cllrs Jankinson (Chair), Compton, Hughes, Keates, Nash, Selwood, Tayler & Weston.
          
        
        199. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
            Cllr Poulton
                        
        200.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
            None.                
            Recess- 
         201.  MINUTES FROM THE SIXTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING
        	Proposed by Cllr Weston, seconded by Cllr Nash, all agreed they be accepted as a true 
            record.
        	
         202. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a. Ermin Street – Bath Land Management will provide a plan to help improve road safety and reduce speed along Ermin Street from the bottom of Blunsdon Hill to the pinch point opposite the Reservoir. This will include:
· Formalising the consultation process with local people for the landscaping project on Ermin Street.
· To design a soft landscape plan including trees and vegetation and a possible art installation at the junction with High Street
· To design indicative road markings to help slow down traffic.
· Agreeing his fees, which are £280 per day, based on an 8hr day.
· For us to share any mapping or information we have about the PC path and verge maintenance along Ermin Street. 
· To produce a plan for the 22 January meeting – received.
· To present initial findings at the 5 February meeting. Clerk to add to Agenda.
· Consult with Philip Martlew about the proposals.
· Leave enough funds for traffic calming construction.

b.  Boundary tree at Blunt Rise, reported to SBC. Chair has photos.
            c.  REC – school boundaries, remain outstanding. Chair to follow up with school. Clerk to 
            check quote for work.             
d. Community Building – Defibrillator cabinet installed. Cllr Jankinson to set up and notify Clerk of model details. Light timer not working correctly. Electrician due on 23 Jan 24.
e. Staffing – Advert closed no applicants for full role. Two candidates interested in part of role. Clerk to arrange interviews on Monday. PC discussed other option in the event an appointment is not made. PC approved further adverts as necessary.
f. Village Maps – Chair to liaise with previous supplier. RFO to supply contact details.
g. BVH car park lighting – 2 quotes received to supply and install light and timer. PC unanimously agreed quote of £354. Cllr Tayler to action.
h. Community Building doors – advice is not to change to electric doors. PC agreed to keep a watching brief.
i. Village shop signs – one sign moved. Cllr Jankinson thought there was more than one. Cllr Tayler to check.
j. Chapel Hill fly tipping - Cllr Poulton to speak to resident.
k. Hedges in High Street – numbers supplied no letter from Cllrs left. Clerk to send notice.
l. Online booking – RFO reported that it was £380 pa, which include set up and support. PC unanimously agreed to implement.

202. FINANCE

a. Monthly Finance – staffing report, invoice paid in March, but report not received. Cllr Jankinson has chased this. RFO to contact supplier. BVH flooring – 50% paid, fitting booked for half term week. Boiler parts should be here before then.
Accounts were proposed by Cllr Tayler, seconded by Cllr Weston, all agreed payments totalling £18,220.96 and receipts totalling £4,774.62 be approved.  See attached sheet for full details.

b. 2024/25 Precept Budget - Cllrs unanimously agreed to proposal from Finance Committee: increase of 5%, Precept of £101,635, Band D equivalent of £78.78. It was also unanimously agreed to reallocate project funds as follows: £15,000 from Cemetery extension/maintenance to MUGA, and £11,500 from Allotments to MUGA.  Final Budget attached. 

                       
            203. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
                    S/TPO/23/1435 – Works to ash trees within BOS TPO-09-2016
                    At: Ash Trees West Hill Blunsdon
                    SBC Consent granted for to T2 ash.
                    S/TWC/23/1448 – Works to ash tree within a Conservation Area.
                    At: Longways Front Lane Blunsdon
                    SBC no objection to fell T1 dead Ash.
                    S/HOU/23/0738 - Erection of a detached ancillary outbuilding to provide a garage and
                     home office and associated works.         
                    At: Combe Rise, Broad Bush Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7DH
                    Planning Permission Granted. SBC requested PC to withdraw previous objection
                    as PO was satisfied the objections had been mitigated. PC withdrew objection.
                    
            
            204. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT
           
                   S/OUT/23/1499 – Outline application of agricultural livestock buildings and worker
                   accommodation – Access and scale not reserved.
                   At: Land at Little Rose Farm Blunsdon
                   PC agreed to object. Highways require further information, single track road not 
                   suitable for the number of traffic movements. Increase in traffic on Blunsdon Hill and
                   Ermin Street. Accommodation of any kind sets a precedent for more.

         
        S/23/0920 - Erection of 4no dwellings. REVISED. S/23/1124 – Withdrawn.
                   At: Land Adjacent to Eden Field, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Swindon
                   PC agreed – maintain previous objections.

                  
Other Planning Matters

a. MUGA – There will be a spec and quote for each module. Drainage matter to be resolved before any work start. Funds circa £400k from Sec 106 monies. School notified of contractor appointment, meeting to be arranged. Cllr Jankinson to action.
b. Community Allotment – Quote has been refreshed and it has increased by 5% to £22960.
The addition of a storm drain and removal of trees not in the original quote increased the quote to £24703. A further quote from another supplier was £29,000. PC unanimously approved Cllr Selwood to progress the project with quote of £24703.
c. Pavilion – Following the outputs from the Quantity Surveyor consultants we agreed to put the project out to tender to some local companies to establish a ‘Best Value’ cost to proceed.
We also agreed to phase the work, developing the accessible path in the first phase.
A reply to the local objections and consultee comments from Highways and the Flood Authority has been sent and there is regular contact with the planner.
Follow up a Partnership application between the Parish, the Football Club and the Cricket Club to the Football Foundation.
A copy of our lease with SBC for the Recreation Ground has been supplied.
A meeting with Brendan Dix from the Football Foundation and Lindon Taylor, the Wiltshire Football Development Manager, to discuss possible routes to funding and support is required.
Following this we will meet with the Stakeholders of the working group.
Following this we will develop a Consultation Meeting with residents – potentially at the Pavilion.


             205. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED TO 22 JANUARY 2024
a. SBC Members Bulletin 11 & 18 January – emailed to Cllrs.
b. Email from resident re 63 Sutton Park – inspected and Agent asked to trim.
c. NALC Newsletter X 2 – emailed to Cllrs.
d. Local Flood Authority email, flood information – emailed to Cllrs.
e. NALC CX Bulletin X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
f. SBC email re High Street Hunts Hill – problem addressed.
g. WALC Newsletter, 80 D Day anniversary – emailed to Cllrs – Agenda 5 Feb 24
h. Email re 25 Sutton Park trees – Clerk to refer to SBC.
i. SBC Local News & Events X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
j. Email from Garden Club – not notified re heating at BVH. RFO responded.
k. Email from resident re PC response to S/OUT/20/0769 – Chair responded.
l. Citizen in Policing update – emailed to Cllrs.
m. SBC Local News & Events – emailed to Cllrs.
n. Email from resident re refuse collection problems – referred to SBC.
o. BV Magazine – on WEB from 27 Jan 2024.
p. Phone call re tree at rear of 91 Duchess Way – reported to SBC.
q. SBC road closure for Ermin Street work – emailed to Cllrs.



            
           

             206. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. GM – Review meeting held, no issues. 
Work in Church Way now complete. Household rubbish at High Street bins still causing problems. Contractor reports Ermin Street bungalows as the source. Clerk to write to all properties.
b. Recreation Ground – Trees on school boundary still to be cut.
c. BVH – Floor and heating should be repaired before/during half term.
d. Community Building – Dog bins are the responsibility of the Management Company not the PC. Request received for a Salt Bin. Clerk to contact SBC.
VSC wishes to install In Post Locker to increase income. PC agreed to a site survey. VSC to send survey and formal proposal to PC. Cllr Keates to inform VSC.
e. Cemetery – Path looks good. Hedges trimmed.
f. Allotments – Work on fence at Minerva with Newland.
g. Structure/ staffing – Spreadsheet of winter work in place and being reviewed. Next meeting is at beginning of March. PC clarified PPE to be always worn and no one other than employees to do any work/tasks of any kind.


            207. PARISH MATTERS
                    Cllr Compton reported that Widhill Lane was still having issues with refuse collections. 
                    Clerk to contact Ward Cllrs.
                    Cllr Nash reported that he and Cllr Tayler were to do work on hedges – date to be 
                    confirmed as the Ermin Street diversion will affect job. Cllr Weston to assist.
                    Cllr Jankinson reported that he has sent article for BV Magazine. Clerk to circulate.
                    Cllr Tayler reported that a waste bin on Sams Lane was causing problems for a resident.
                    PC agreed to remove.
                    Cllr Tayler reported that he had checked Back Lane for Fly tipping. None found.
                    Cllr Tayler reported that the Tea and Talk session at the shop had gone well.


            208. KEY MESSAGES.
                    Fly tipping at bins.
                    Community Allotment – Monday
                    MUGA







             
           209. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING
           	      The next meeting to be held 5 February 2024 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH
                  There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 




                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
                                                                                                                Chairman 5 February 2024
    


SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
         
PC Actions
               
[bookmark: _Hlk125439424]     Ermin Street landscaping – Agenda 5 Feb 24
     Boundary trees at Blunt rise in breach of planning – photos to planning.
     REC – Chair to follow up with Head/Govenors.
     Solar Panels – c/f
     Minerva – Newland moving fence.
     Defib – installation and registration needed.
     CB lighting – Electrician 23 Jan 24               
     Village Maps – RFO to send Chair contact details.
     BVH – quote for Car park lighting approved.
     CB doors – no further action watching brief.
     Staffing – Clerk to arrange interviews for 29 Jan 24.
     Village shop signs- Cllr Tayler to check for others.
     Chapel Hill – Cllr Poulton to speak to resident re fly tip.
     Lemon booking – PC agreed to implement, RFO dealing.
     Staffing report – RFO to chase as invoice paid.
     MUGA – Cllr Jankinson to arrange meeting.
     D Day – Agenda 5 Feb 24
     Trees at 25 Sutton Park – refer insurer to SBC.
     Salt Bin at CB – Clerk to request from SBC.
     In Post Locker – PC agreed to site survey, followed by formal proposal.
     Refuse collection – Clerk to contact SBC Cllrs again.
     Article for BV Magazine – Clerk to circulate.
     Sams Lane – remove waste bin, Cllr Tayler.
     High Street – work by Cllr Tayler and Nash to cut back vegetation.
     Key Messages – to post on Facebook and WEB  


    
     First reported – lingering issues dated in red.    
      
    
     SBC Cllr Actions
     
     Turnpike Parking – reported with photos. Yellow lines done – parking still a problem June 23.
     Ditch in Kingsdown Lane – SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022. Site meeting      
     arranged Dec 2022.  Update received June 23
     
     



     
     
         
     
     
     
     
      
      



