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Sunday Carve

Join us for a sumptuous Sunday Lunch Carvery in our
bright, contemporary Flame Restaurant.

Enjoy an extensive range of starters, perfectly cooked
roasts and irresistible desserts, the ultimate family treat!
Large parties welcome — pre-booking essential.

60 Years of Value, Quality & Service.

Blunsdon House Hotel, The Ridge, Blunsdon, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN26 7AS Tel: +44 (0)1793 721701 blunsdonhouse.co.uk

Grant Carpentry & Contruction Ltd stogg?nop waodbamor Store an e s,

We specialise in all construction. : for all your “‘mm:g@ P g Work ;
* loft conversions . ) ﬁreplace needs. surround installations HETAS

The
V\{godburner
SNOWIOOM!
01793 435067

Pigeon House Lane, Stratton 5t Margaret
Swindon SN3 4QH

T - ewoodbumershowroom.co.uk
07789 740405 : ]

i

Abac.us A Professional B“nd Builders
Cleaning Ccarpet & Upholstery Fencing & Patio Services

Cleaning Company

SEN":ES you can count on!

Fencing - Gates - Patios - Sheds

ON SITE CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING. 01793 824272 o« 077125 979494

CARPET AND FABRIC PROTECTION TREATMENTS.
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE CARPET AND bondbuilders@yahoo.co.uk facebook.com/BondBuilders
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING INDUSTRY.
LOCALLY BASED, PROVIDING PERSONAL AND
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE.

A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CARPET (01793) 264 851

CLEANERS ASSOCIATION

(MEMBER NO. 1399) ' 07866 940 732

Yours Carpets & Upholstery deserve the best | sbtreesurgery.co.uk

care possible Tree Felling & Dismantling.
To arrange a free, no obligation quotation Pollarding & Removal.
please ring: s Hedge Reduction & Trimming.

SWINDON (01793) 421802 ¥ 4l Stump Grinding. Site Clearance.
www.abacuscleaningservices.co.uk ' : P :




Blunsdon Community Shop & Cafe

Welcome to our 2 new Weekend Assistants Lily-Mai and Clara, we
are really pleased to welcome you to the Team!
Community Shop We are pleased to share that following the continued success of
CBRNabot our Golden Gatherings, we have agreed to host a Golden Hour
every other Wednesday 2 pm till 3 pm in the café, so that our
Golden Gathering residents can meet up weekly. Transportis
provided for the official Golden Gatherings arranged by the Parish Council but anyone

is welcome to join our Golden Hour in the Café. Please pop in and socialise with other
residents, we’d be pleased to see you.

Café Price Increase from 1°* October 2026

You may have noticed that we have not increased our café prices
in the past year and we are pleased to confirm that we will not be
increasing the price of our tea and coffee, but we will be
increasing our hot chocolate and food e.g. cakes, to cover our
increased wholesale prices. We have been able to retain our tea
and coffee prices because of the popularity of our café and
increased sales in the shop.

Please continue to shop local with us to support our future pricing.

Shareholder AGM - We had a positive 23 Shareholder AGM on 2™ September. Our
business continues to thrive but we need your continued support in shopping with us
and supporting our Fundraising Events to ensure our future. Are you a shareholder?
Shareholders receive quarterly business updates from our Chair and have an
understanding of our goals for the coming year. Ask for a Shareholder Form the next
time you are in the shop and qualify for your Shareholder Loyalty Card.

Dates for your diary - follow us on social media for up to date event news.

Thursday 1t Oct at 7 pm Wed 7" and 215*Oct 3 pm Sat 10" October 7.30 pm
Wine Tasting Tickets £20 Golden Gatherings Singalong Bingo at the
Mon 26" Oct-9.30 am Tues 10*" Nov 2.30 pm Village Hall. Tickets £10
Books and Brews Bill King Tea & Talk - History of

the Poppy. Tickets £6 and
include refreshments

****Why not join Angela our Volunteer Lead at our Volunteer Open Events in
October to understand what is involved in volunteering at Blunsdon Community
Shop and Café Saturday 17* October at 11 am or Tuesday 20" October at 2 pm****

Shop opening times are: Mon, Tues, Weds, Thurs, Sat: 8 am —5 pm, Fri 8 am —
5pm. Sundays: 8 am — 4 pm. Café closes 1 hour before the shop.



Blunsdon Village Quiz 2026

Friday 20th November Blunsdon Village Hall
7pm arrival for 7.30pm start

Do you know the capital of Kazakhstan?
Can you identify a 1980s one hit wonder?
Do you have a friend who insists they “would have got that” after every
answer is revealed?

Then this is the night for you!

- Teams up to Six
- Raffle prizes
- Bring your own drinks and snacks
- Friendly competition
- Unfriendly competitiveness by Round 8!

Come and pit your knowledge against the finest minds in Blunsdon whilst
raising some invaluable funds for St Leonard’s Church

£5 per person, £30 for a max team of 6. Cash only please.

Please complete and deliver the below form to: 4 The Ridge, Blunsdon SN26
7AD

Lead Contact

Email address

Phone number

Address

Team
name

Number of participants Money enclosed £




Your personal life.
Our specialist lawyers.

In life, change is inevitable. Whatever it is you're
facing, our job is to delivar the best possible
results for you.

Wills — Estate planning & inheritance tax — Loss
of mental capacity - Need for long-term care —

Property ownership structures - Lasting Powers
of Attorney - Trusts - And more.

. FOOD FOR THOUGHT.
Outside Catering

N

Mobile fish & chip van will be at Blunsdon,
Blunt Rise from 5pm
Thursday 1st and 15 October
If you would like a copy of our menu
please email grahamrowcliffe58 @outlook.com
or WhatsApp 07515 288414
Pre orders welcome by WhatsApp or text 07515 288414.



Blunsdon Parish Council

Parish Council Update — October 2026
As autumn settles in and the village begins to glow with seasonal colour, October brings a
mix of crisp mornings, cosy evenings, and plenty happening across Blunsdon. September
saw residents supporting events, and keeping our community connected. Thank you to
everyone who continues to give their time and energy.
October also includes half term from 22nd October, which means a week of Halloween
decorations, costumes, and doorstep fun. Please remind children to be respectful of
neighboring properties; if a house’s lights are off, it usually means they are not taking partin
trick-or-treating. A little awareness goes a long way to keep the evening enjoyable for
everyone.
With darker evenings now upon us, please encourage children and adults to be more
vigilant when crossing roads, walking through the village, or cycling. Good visibility and care
help keep everyone safe.
As always, if you spot anything around the parish that needs attention; fly tipping,
overgrown vegetation, graffiti, or damage, then please let us know at clerk@blunsdon-
pc.gov.uk. Your reports help keep Blunsdon safe, tidy, and welcoming for all.
Planning Highlights
The parish council’s role is to provide local knowledge, raise concerns or objections, and
represent the views of the community. Its comments are only considered part of the
decision-making process. Members of the public can view applications, read parish council
comments, and submit their own feedback on the Swindon Borough Council website.
SBC Decision
GRANTED: S/HOU/26/0805/JP Proposal: Erection of detached garage.
Site Address: Eden Field, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL
GRANTED - S/HOU/26/0758/HAPA Proposal: First floor extension over existing Playroom to
create self-contained annexe.
Site Address: Portquin Lodge, Portquin Cottage Broad Bush Blunsdon Swindon
GRANTED - S/LDE/26/0727/BURGES First Schedule: Certificate of Lawfulness (Existing)
Occupation of dwelling in breach of the agricultural occupancy condition for a period in
excess of ten years
Second Schedule: Happy Acre, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL
NEW applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment by BPC
S/HOU/26/0805 - Erection of detached garage. At: Eden Field, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon
Swindon SN25 5DL Comments: BPC have no planning reason to object.
S/HOU/26/0917 - Erection of a detached timber garden workshop and storage building.
Site Address: Maple Tree Cottage, 17A Turnpike Road, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7EA.
Comments: BPC are unable to comment due to plans on SBC website being unreadable on
17/8/26




Speed watch Update
It is disappointing to report that we have recently had a few incidents where male youths
have verbally attacked members of the Community Speed Watch team. In particular, two
youths on bikes during the August holidays chose to use foul and intimidating language
towards volunteers. Not only is this upsetting for those involved, but it is also concerning to
think that these two youths are believed to be from the village. These incidents have been
reported to the police, who will be reviewing them alongside other reports of similar
behavior in the area.
May we take this moment to remind parents and carers of the importance of encouraging
children to show respect to others, especially to adults who give up their time to help keep
our village safe. Speed Watch volunteers are working to reduce speeding through Blunsdon
— something that directly protects all road users, including children on bikes. A little respect
and understanding goes a long way in keeping our community safe and welcoming for
everyone.
Speed Enforcement Summary
A speed enforcement session was conducted on Tuesday 1% September 2026, between
12:15 and 12:40, at Ermin Street, Blunsdon. During this operation, 9 vehicles were recorded
exceeding the posted 30 MPH speed limit. The highest recorded speed was 44 MPH.
Following initial checks:

e 7 drivers will be offered a Speed Awareness Course.

e 2 drivers will receive a £100 fine and 3 penalty points.

e (Odrivers met the threshold for a court summons.

Further administrative processes are now underway to ensure appropriate outcomes for
each offender. This includes checks for MOT compliance, valid insurance, and whether any
individuals are totting up points. Captured footage will also be reviewed for additional
offences such as seatbelt non-compliance and mobile phone use. Information provided by
the Speed Enforcement Office, Specialist Operations, Road Policing Unit.

Village Update

An extra reminder: Please avoid parking on the grass verges around the parish. It reduces
visibility at junctions and can make the area unsafe for drivers and pedestrians. It also
prevents our ground team from cutting the grass properly. Where parking causes a safety
concern, residents may be contacted directly.

Allotment owners: Please note that only dogs on leads are allowed in the allotment areas,
dogs are not allowed to roam freely, owners are to take responsibility for any dog waste.
Maintenance work has been carried out at Minerva allotments in order to clear overgrown
bushes that were impacting neighboring properties and effecting access. clearing of
compost area which became a dumping ground at Hillside allotment is also taking place.

A reminder that the car park at the MUGA can be used for overflow carparking on Match
Days held at the Rec.

Dropped Kerbs — Important Reminder for Residents

Households must use the official Swindon Borough Council process to install a legal,
authorised dropped kerb for vehicle access. Only properly constructed crossings are
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permitted on the public highway. Plastic or rubber “temporary wedges” are not allowed.
These can cause damage to kerbs, pavements, and drainage channels. SBC Highways may
request removal, issue enforcement notices, or charge for repairs where unauthorised
access has caused damage. We kindly request that any resident currently using a temporary
wedge applies directly to Swindon Borough Council for an authorised vehicle crossing
request for a dropped kerb.
Burytown Lane Cemetery — A Helpful Guide for Families
Small changes are going on in the cemetery as the parish council attend to tree
maintenance and clearing paths; we are also in the process arranging a notice board to
advise residents of public notices, changes and as a form of communication if needed.
Looking after a loved one’s resting place is an important part of keeping Burytown Lane
Cemetery peaceful and welcoming for everyone. Here is a simple reminder of what families
are responsible for and how the Parish Council supports ongoing care.
Looking After Memorials
Families are kindly asked to:
e Keep memorials in good condition and arrange repairs if they become damaged or
unstable.
e Look after any permitted small decorations placed at the memorial end of the grave.
e Make sure items do not cause hazards, block maintenance, or spread beyond the
grave space.
e Remove faded flowers, broken ornaments, or anything that has deteriorated over
time.
When the Council May Get in Touch
Sometimes the Council needs to contact families to arrange essential work. This may
happen when:
e A memorial becomes unstable, damaged, or unsafe.
e [tems need to be removed because they pose a hazard or do not meet regulations.
e Larger maintenance is required, such as levelling, removing edging, or clearing heavy
planting.
e A grave becomes significantly overgrown.
To ensure families can be reached when needed, please keep the Parish Council updated
with current contact information. If contact cannot be made, notices will be placed publicly,
and actions may proceed in line with cemetery regulations.
Want to Know More?
The full Cemetery Regulations are available from Blunsdon Parish Council website. All
interment rights and memorial permissions follow current and future regulations.

Meet Your Councillor / Staff Member

Meet Jo our new councilor.

How long have you been part of Blunsdon Parish Council? - Only 2 months! Why did you
want to join the Parish Council? To really understand how to help the village thrive and
spread awareness through our newer residents of the PCs work and where people can
contribute and help
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What do you enjoy most about the village? | love the village as the seasons change - | run
and walk every day and it is the hedgerows and the views that change. It's such a pretty
part of Wiltshire, and it feels separate and peaceful.

What is your Favorite spot in the village? The walk down Chapel Hill and down through
Front Lane along the brook.

What are you currently working on or supporting within the parish? Communication about
the Rivan plans.

Is there a fun fact or interesting skill you would like residents to know about? | love art
and home decoration - I'm always flipping a piece of furniture or decorating a room or
taking up a new arts hobby. It drives my husband mad, but he also loves our home and the
things it’s filled with!

Dates for Your Diary

Parish Council Meetings — The next two meetings for the Parish Council will be on:

Full Council Parish Meeting will be on Monday 5% October at 7.30 pm

Finance Parish Meeting will be on Monday 19t October at 7.30 pm

Ward Surgery will be on 3™ October 11:30am, at the Village Shop

Golden Gatherings on 7th and 21st October at 3pm, at the Village Shop

Did You Know?

October also marks a moment of local sporting pride. Just three years ago, Blunsdon helped
celebrate 70 years of Swindon Speedway, with former riders, supporters, and residents
gathering at Blunsdon House Hotel to honor the Robins’ long history.

o\den Gatherjpg,

?amy a cuppa and chat?

Dates for October: Wednesday 7" & 215 from 3pm
Blunsdon Community Café
A warm welcome awaits you.

Come along to meet fellow Blunsdon residents,
enjoy good company and make new friends.

Dial-A-Ride transport is available for both journeys.

If you are interested for yourself or someone you know, please email
Hazel Wakefield at goldengatheringsblunsdon@gmail.com




****BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254****

Phone lines are open to book appointments from 8am Tues, Thurs and Frid and
from 3pm on Mon and Weds. EMERGENCIES - Call NHS 111 (outside surgery

hours)
Day Doctor Times Reception
Mon 3.10pm - 4.40pm 3pm-6.15pm
Tues 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Weds 4pm - 7.10pm 3pm - 7.15pm
Thurs 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Frid 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm

BLUNSDON WI
[ e The September meeting was all about chocolate with a
demonstration and hopefully tastings which will definitely have

INSPIRING WOMEN proved very popular with our members.
There was also a trip to Oxford for a walking treasure trail where we got locked up in
the prison for a cuppa and in true Morse style solved a murder. Some very tired feet
by the end.
Our book club (now at capacity) will be reviewing Blackberry Wine by Joanne Harris
in October. And film club will be reviewing the 1989 film “Steel Magnolias” to honour
Dolly Parton.
Blunsdon WI meet in the large hall of Blunsdon Village Hall on the third Wednesday
of the month at 7.30pm from September.

To find out about our WI call Anna on 01793 706392 or visit
our website jackie707.wixsite.com

Save the Date!
& Christmas Crafties

Wednesday December 2nd 2026

Where: Blunsdon Village Hall 7-10pm
Tickets: available from
Sunday 1st November at the Community Shop

Book early to avoid disappointment-mince pies,crafts, mulled wine
and lots of fun guaranteed.



V- A GREAT Y
* EVENING OF

(WY
\ . ,\%
s
\ :‘:Te )

™ \‘i Q f
it 9)
i €9

=
1

@ ST LEONARD’S CHURCH, BLUNSDON

BAR OPENS CONCERT AT ALL
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- From the Rector’s Pen..........ceeeeeveceeenne
fass
/l]-ﬂ ﬂ ifuﬁ;:"d's Chureh  October — A Season for Giving Thanks
W
T comecinguin God eachover | |1OVE the @autumn, many years ago | had my colours done and |

and ourcommenty discovered that | favour the autumn colours. The evenings draw
in, the leaves begin to change colour, and the familiar rhythm of the year seems to slow a
little, but the church remains busy. After the brightness and holidays of summer, autumn
invites us to pause, take stock and give thanks.
For Christians, this is especially true at Harvest time. Harvest reminds us that despite all our
technology and independence, we remain wonderfully dependent upon one another and
upon the natural world around us. Every meal we eat is the result of the work of countless
people —farmers, growers, drivers, shopkeepers and many others. It is easy to take such
things for granted, but Harvest gives us an opportunity to say simply: thank you.
Yet Harvest is also about sharing. We are conscious that even in a community as fortunate
as Blunsdon, there are people who are struggling with rising costs, loneliness, uncertainty or
simply the challenges that life can bring. The Christian response to God's generosity is not to
keep it for ourselves, but to share what we have.
| am continually encouraged by the generosity | see locally. So much happens quietly:
neighbours looking out for one another, volunteers giving their time, people supporting
local organisations and charities, and individuals noticing when someone needs a little extra
help. These acts of kindness may rarely make the headlines, but they are what make a
community a community.
October also reminds us that change is a natural part of life. The trees let go of their leaves,
trusting the seasons to come. Perhaps there is something for us to learn in that. Sometimes
we need to let go of what has been, make space for what is new, and trust that God is with
us through every season.
So, as autumn arrives, may we notice the beauty around us, give thanks for the blessings we
so easily overlook, and look for opportunities to share them with others.
And if you pass St Michael's or St Leonard’s this month, please remember that our churches
are here for the whole community — for worship, for prayer, for quiet reflection, and simply
as a place where you can find a welcome.
God Bless

Rev Phil Goodey

*****Blunsdon Baby and Toddler Group*****
We meet every Wednesday morning in St Leonards church from 10 to 11.30am, term
time and holidays.
The group includes foster carers, parents and grandparents, so a good mixture and plenty
of experience if you wish to pick people’s brains!
We ask £1 per session to cover costs, and this includes hot drinks and biscuits.
There might be singing and craft sessions as well so come along and see who we are.
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Gipsy Lane Thames Avenue Transfer Bridge Old Town Haskins
01793 488 888 01793 534 501 01793524 333 01793 524 030 01793 814 888

Celebrating

Minibus & Coach Taxis
01793 818394 01793 232323

Years
1974 - 2024

Driven by trust. Powered by experience

Cheaper Than a Skip &
o TR Twice the Capacity!
" Making Life Better -

) : i 4 making the most of Swindon's waste g Commercial, Home, Garden,
Protectmg your pet; y ‘: Ir . i TR eI vt Garage,Site Clearance
N : ' Clearance & Recycling

pocket and the A .. ' k- — | of Commercial & ® Load Assist & 24 Hour Service
Domestic Waste

environment . TRrecycling swinbon)

t/f: 01793 706447 m: 07737 371393
e: trrecycling@swindon.myzen.co.uk

_ w: www.trrecycling.co.uk
consultations

Booster vaccinations
Discounts on retail products

& worming products b ‘ LiVi ng
Substantial discounts o . with pai n

prescription charges VIP BCO PLAN

Seasonal offers through ot 0 r i nj u I’y?

newsletters, plus m = Lotnehing i February 2026!
more! - From £16.50 (Cat) | £16.66 (Dog) We can help.

We have extensive
experience treating...
= Sciatica

+ Shoulder pain

+ Sports injuries

Lorraine Green Artist

Beautiful watercolour paintings of British farm _ . o
" e A « Ergonomic/work injuries
animals and wildlife. / :

« Back and neck pain
+ Rehabilitation after surgery

Locatedin

Blunsdon House Hotel {5}
PARNELLHARPER
www.parnellharper.com INJURY CLINIC

Original art, prints, greetings cards
and gifts inspired by the countryside.

www.lorrainegreenartist.com




Grace Electrics Ltd Est. 1970

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SPECIALIST
Spares and repairs for most makes

HOME VISITS

Cookers and ovens, Microwaves, Hobs (induction), Tumble Driers,
Vacuum cleaners, Fridge Freezers (also American style),
Washing Machines, Dishwashers
MUCH MUCH MORE
114 Rivermead Business Park, Rivermead Drive, SN5 7TEX
Tel: 01793 693858 Email: grace-electrics@hotmail.com

CHATWIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Boler Breakdowns
Boller Services
Boller Installations
Bathroom Renovations

CRCRC BRI B

Call us on 07825912979

Blunsdon based Gas Safe
Registered Engineer

Local, riendly & reliable
Domestic Plumbing Service

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL g

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Landscaping Bathrooms
Paving Kitchens
Groundworks Plumbing
Driveways Ramps
Demolition Fencing
Digger & Driver Hire

DISABLED ACCESS & CONVERSION SPECIALIST & o
07980 740835 1imiisi™

Experienced Tradesmen With Good Reputation

HINTON
ABBOTT

HINTON ABBOTT ACCOUNTANTS

Come and see our team (next to Arkells Brewery) or give
us a call for a chat about your Tax concerns on the
humber below.

2 Kingsdown Orchard, Hyde Road, Swindon, SN2 7RR.
Tel: 01793 686454

Hearing loss certainly leads to isolation, but it also leads
to loss of self-esteem and depression.

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessment
Discrete Digital Hearing Aids
Tinnitus Counselling

Mrs Laura A L Reed RN BSc MSc FdSc RHAD

Dr David J Reed BA MSc MBA AuD RHAD

Call or Text: 07585 525993

reeds@reedsear.co.uk * www.reedsear.co.uk

Amnigilda, 4 Raglan Close, Lawn, Swindon. SN3 1JR

REEDS HEARING CARELTD

GM 4 ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC ELECTRICIAN
POWER POINTS
EXTERNAL SOCKETS

GARDEN ROOMS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL !

07900 243116

www.gm4electrical.com
info@gm4electrical.com

CHELWORTH NURSERIES
Unit 6 Blakehill Business Park - Chelworth-Cricklade SN6 6HD

Open 6 DAYS 10am — 5pm Sunday10am — 4pm (closed Monday)
Herbaceous plants, Climbers & Shrubs, Fothergill Seed stockists,
Peat, Compost and Grow Bags, Bark Chipping’s, Calor Gas
stockists
Small shop on site for your garden needs, seeds, gardening tools,
feeds etc

Tel: 07946347233

From Cricklade follow the B4040 at the crossroads, follow the sign
for Chelworth Industrial Estate to the left, take the 1 turning right
for the Nursery into Blakehill Business Park




Notes from the Editor
The magazine is run by volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments and
contributions will always be welcome.

Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk

EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com
Arlene tel. 07493 978388

ADVERTS: For advert enquiries please contact Penny on 01793 722073

Front Cover: Burytown Lane

Your November Magazine will be delivered from: 30" October

Magazine issue Deadline for items for inclusion
November 21st October

Golden Gatherings are 1 year old!

This month, Golden Gatherings are celebrating their 1st Anniversary, with
participants and volunteers enjoying a celebratory cream tea in the Community Cafe
on Wednesday, 21st October.

Over the last 12 months there has been plenty of laughter, good conversation and a
variety of activities, including quizzes, board games and guest speakers, all washed
down with numerous cups of tea & coffee and delicious cake.

A few of our participants take advantage of the community transport on offer and
local resident, Clive, has been Dial-A-Ride’s volunteer mini-bus driver since day 1. A
team of volunteers, Angela, Geoff Jo, Jim, Judy, Karen and Liz have regularly turned
out, always ensuring new participants feel welcome, creating quizzes and helping to
run activities, ensuring everyone feels included. The Cafe staff and volunteers
always support our participants, with their welcome smiles and by taking orders at
the tables.

With 16-18 local residents regularly coming to the Cafe to participate in Golden
Gatherings, we are a very welcoming group and are keen to encourage others to
come and join us on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month. Community transport,
made possible through a grant from the Prestbury Cottage Trust, can be reserved in
advance and help ensure anyone with mobility challenges can join us too.

A recent Cafe development is that the Community Shop has introduced a Golden
Hour on Wednesday afternoons at 2pm, when Golden Gatherings are not meeting,
giving local residents, particularly older ones, another weekly opportunity to meet up
and enjoy each others’ company, as well as the Knit & Natter sessions on Thursday
afternoons.

For further information about Golden Gatherings, contact Hazel Wakefield on 07974
150250 or via email, goldengatheringsblunsdon@gmail.com.
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] A Recipe from CookFoodFan

= A bit different!

We love Mac & Cheese in our family and [ have made it in
various ways. Usually, | add a vegetable in it, perhaps in my
mind it makes it healthier or less of a heavy meal. However, |
was curious to find this ‘healthy’ recipe pop up as it contains
more protein and fibre per serving. So, we tried it and it is a
delicious recipe which for me was more filling, the unusual ingredient? Butter beans
used instead of a béchamel sauce.

Creamy Butter Bean Mac & Cheese (serves 4)
300g macaroni
1 x 700g jar of butter beans
200ml semi-skimmed milk
2 garlic cloves
1 tsp Dijon mustard (I had run out so used wholegrain)
% tsp smoked paprika
100g mature or extra-mature cheddar, grated
20g parmesan, finely grated
150g frozen peas
Squeeze lemon juice
Black pepper and salt if needed

Crispy topping:

40g panko breadcrumbs
15g parmesan, finely grated
1 tsp olive oil

1. Cook the macaroni in a pan of boiling water, until just al dente. Drain, reserving a
mugful of pasta water.

2. Add the butter beans, milk, garlic, mustard and paprika to a blender and blitz
until completely smooth and creamy.

3. Pour into a large saucepan and warm gently. Add the cheddar and 20g parmesan,
stirring until melted.

4. Add a good splash of pasta water to loosen the sauce.

5. Add the cooked macaroni and the frozen peas, stir until well coated. Add more
pasta water if needed then finish with a squeeze of lemon juice and plenty of
black pepper. Taste, before adding salt.

6. Transfer to a baking dish. Mix the breadcrumbs, 15g parmesan and the olive oil
and scatter over the top.

7. Grill for 3-5 mins until golden crisp and bubbling.

Enjoy
12



BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB

Blunsdon Foxes completed the season with an entertaining away win at
Goatacre thanks to three wickets from Arul “Mr Average”
Ramasamy, three catches and a stumping from Guy “The
Gloverman” Thomas and an unbeaten 60 runs from Dean “Deano” Tomlin.

The final match against Norton St Philip on August Bank Holiday weekend succumbed to
some much needed rain, the first since June and this left Blunsdon in yet another mid-table
finish of 5th (out of ten) in Wiltshire League Division 6.

A mostly enjoyable season, finely led by new skipper Harry “Mystery” Roke, with superb
playing strips prepared by Mitch “The Finisher” Dodson, the team are heading off to the
training camp in Svalbard to prepare for the indoor winter season of Ice Cricket at the Link
centre.

BLUNSDON FOOTBALL CLUB

Season Opening Results
Lambourn Sports won 3 —0
Greenmeadow ~ won 3 —2 Wilts FA Cup Round One

A solid start to the new season for Blunsdon, which included a stern test in the cup against
lower league Greenmeadow, with a fine performance from stand-in keeper Nick Craft, a
brace of goals from Harry Portlock and a world class finish from two yards out by Jack
Duckers.

Duckers is a great target man, holding up the ball, bringing team mates into play, upsetting
the opposition and lethal inside the six-yard box. Much like Blunsdon’s 1990s legendary
goal-poacher Kirk Wheeler, who had an 87% record of finishes inside the six-yard box and a
110% record of upsetting the opposition.

Upcoming fixtures, Kick Off 2.30 p.m. Saturday, unless stated

Date Opponent Venue

26™ September Marlborough Town Sutton Park

3" October, 2 pm | Bassett Bulldogs — FA Cup Rd 2 | Sutton Park

10" October Purton Kingsdown Kingsdown School
17" October FC Abbey Meads Sutton Park

31% October Great Western New College

Come and support the Amber & Black at The Theatre of Trees & beyond
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Well, we find ourselves very much in a transition season; experiencing
glorious late summer sunshine to downpours worthy of November so I've
gone for cosy books with sunshine sections.

I’m starting with The Secret Escape from Sarah Morgan. Milly and Nicole
were the very best of friends, until Nicole drops off the radar without any explanation.
Coupled with the breakdown of her marriage, Milly is hurt and throws herself into being a
brilliant Mum and running a fabulous business; all for Nicole to reappear in desperate need
of her help. As much as Milly wants to slam the door, she loves her friend so welcomes her
back in; to discover a tale of secrets and revelations.

It's a story of friendship, strong women and a brilliant generational theme too with four
fantastic women, everyone needs a Connie in their corner, Zoe is proof that teenagers can
be stronger than we think and Peggy, is quite simply a force to be reckoned with. There

are also the beginnings of tentative new relationships which give us all hope as the evenings
start to draw in just that little bit earlier. Whilst it is based in the Lake District and not our
lovely Blunsdon, there are definite similarities in lovely landscapes to walk in; either alone or
join the walking group on a Thursday morning.

| paired this one with a Maison Maillet, available online from Laithwaites. It’s a Provence
Rosé that is subtle and delicate enough to play the background role that Milly feels she plays
and yet has the zest and citrus that gives Nicole her leading lady energy. And even better,
it’s the perfect pairing because it’s produced by a fourth-generation wine estate; curl up
under a blanket to get cosy but keep the memories of summer with this very special rosé
and read.

My second choice this month is Atmosphere by Taylor Jenkins-Reid. We follow Joan as she
embarks on life as one of the first females to be invited into the NASA programme. She
experiences so much progress in some ways, a giant step for womankind! But there are also
moments where you realise life was not as progressive as we thought. | loved the team
dynamics and watching how work relationships became genuine friendships. | also thought
it was truly clever the way that her turbulent family life was woven through her training
experiences.

I’'m holding onto rose season with these pairings; I’'m firmly in the rosé all year camp and
have some brilliant cosy season examples to share with you. For this story, go for the Toro
Loco Rosé these producers are well known for paving the way in viticulture, just like Joan for
women in the space industry. It’s vibrant in colour that will look glorious in both sunshine or
by candlelight with flavours of cherry, raspberry and hints of citrus. It’s slightly lower in
alcohol content at 11.5% so a nice mid week treat and a bargain from Aldi too.

If you want to head into the darker reads, go for Too Late by Colleen Hoover or Into the Fire
by G.D. Wright- whether you are holding on to summer or embracing the pumpkin spice;
enjoy what you read but please drink responsibility.

Reading with Wine
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' BLUNSDON

COMMUNITY SHOP & CAFE

Community Ssop & Cale

\— BLUNSDON —
| \ :b.,p*l’t“””u’ )

| - Canyouglnamlnhnmnofanhounmk
~ to support our commumty shop/café?

FULL TRAINING AND SUPPORT IS PROVIDED

Always working alongside an expenenced volumeer/staff member

GREAT WAY TO MEET PEOPLE
GIVE SOMETHING BACK

tr\u ommansty

BE PART OF OUR AWARD WINNING COMMUNITY BUSINESS

. CONTACT US

Volunteering@blundsdoncommunityshop.co.uk



The Chatterbox — Please, Mr Postman

| come from the era that remembers when a postage stamp would cost only a matter of
pennies rather than the £1.80 that it currently costs to send a letter first class. Receiving a
letter was exciting — especially if it was handwritten. Over the years I've kept in touch with
quite a few friends who moved away from the area, so | received a fair amount of post. |
loved the whole process — buying some pretty writing paper from my favourite stationary
shop, getting my fountain pen and ink out, ‘chatting’ on paper as if my friend was still in the
room, then walking to the village post office to get a stamp, and sending that letter on its
journey across the country or overseas. | still love both sending and receiving ‘snail mail’ —it
continues to give me the same kind of buzz that an email or text message never will.

I met my husband-to-be before the time of emails. We met through a mutual acquaintance
but lived over 200 miles from each other. Initially, we were simply friends and started
writing to each other. But those letters became more important and longed for as the
months went by. Sometimes I'd be so disappointed if the postman hadn’t been by the time |
left for work and then on the days that | did get a letter sometimes | didn’t have time to read
it before leaving to get to work, so I'd keep it in my pocket as if it were some sort of priceless
treasure until I'd have a quiet moment to savour it. Those messages in the post were so
eagerly awaited and could take the form of letters, cards or pictures. They also contained
the occasional packet of wine gums — my favourite! | once sent a Sherbert Fountain back to
him but unfortunately the container broke in the post so for those of you who remember
them, you can probably imagine the mess when he opened the envelope and | suppose
sending any white powder through the post isn’t a great idea. Those letters, funny
messages, promises and love that we sent in the post to each other almost made up for the
lack of mid-week dates that you take for granted when your partner lives close.

I’'ve no idea how many letters we sent to each other between first meeting and then
eventually getting married, but they’ve languished in a case for decades now. And what on
earth do you do with your old love letters? | couldn’t bear to part with them but | don’t
really want them ending up in a bin either after our days.

Maybe one day we’ll get them out of the case, read them once more and then have a
ceremonial burning of them. | do know, however, that there’s one letter in there that | could
never part with — even his proposal came via the postman.

Thank goodness the post was a bit more reliable then! Enjoy your October, till next time.

o\“u‘s‘. EVvVERY FIRST WEDMNESDAY _—
3 AT TO:00AM - 11: 302 M

Blunsdon Community Shop and Cafe
Unit 1 Blunt Rise ., Broad Blunsdon
SMN26 TDA

2

[/ —
A opportunity to meet with others over a ! — ?_.\\
cuppa and cake to create. Whether you \, ,{ r
draw, paint, knit, crochet or simply colour, ! q\ {g\’%‘j

wou can brimg ywour owwn project, or ywou " [ '.;

can use our Mmaterials. Or you camn just

— —
come along for a chat!

CREATE - COMMECT
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Rota ry Club of Swindon North & Thamesdown
Registered Charity No: 1023031
Website: rotaryswindonnorth.org.uk
Email: rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com

Meetings held at the Blunsdon House Hotel
www.rotaryswindonnorth.org.uk
Email: rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com
Tel: 07710 228697 (Ken) or 07712 078942 (Chris)

ROTARY CONNECTS PEOPLE. If you are looking for a rewarding way to meet
new people, support good causes and play a more active part in local life, joining a
Rotary club could be the perfect place to start.

Rotary brings together friends, neighbours, business people, professionals and
community-minded volunteers who share one simple aim: service above self.
Members work together on projects that improve lives locally while also supporting
international efforts to promote education, health, goodwill and peace.

Joining Rotary is also an opportunity for personal growth. Members develop
leadership skills, build friendships, learn from engaging speakers, enjoy social
events and become part of a worldwide network of more than a million people across
over 200 countries. Whether helping at a community event, raising funds for a worthy
cause, or sharing professional experience, every member has something valuable to
contribute.

Rotary welcomes people who want to give back, make connections and have fun
while making a real difference. You do not need any special background — just
enthusiasm, integrity and a willingness to help.

If Rotary interests you, contact us for a chat and perhaps come as a guest to one of
our meetings. Contact details above. Your journey towards transforming
communities could begin right now.

OCOuUuUR REGUL AR EvENTS
AND SERRWVICES AT ST LEONARDS

Eaby 3 Toddfier Group every Wednesday 1Coam—1Zpm
Lego Cltub iIst Satourday 2 30 - 11am

Men's BEreakfast Znd Satourday Sam in the shop
Coffee & Book Salte Srd Satouorday 1COam —1Zpm
Commounity Pragyers Monday 1010 30am Fortnightiy
Bell Ringing every Friday &6 7pm

Commonion Serwice Ist & Srd Sonday 1Coam

Morming Worship Znd Sonday 1Oam

EBreakfast Chorch “Fth Sonday Sam (with breakfast?)

-

Q — Evergyone welcome?
=

‘).’
N
| L == L
o A= — ~ . —pae
I <= N L=F
Fo ~ —
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= Wiltshire and Swindon

PCC

= 2k v == PCC Parish Column
One thing | hear time and again when | meet farmers, landowners and rural
residents is the frustration caused by rural crime. Too often, people think of it as low-
level offending or opportunistic theft. The reality is very different. Many of the
offenders targeting our farms, businesses and rural communities are organised
criminals. They travel across force boundaries, target valuable equipment and think
nothing of the damage they leave behind.
As Police and Crime Commissioner, tackling rural crime remains one of my priorities.
That is why | have invested £10,000 to provide around 280 forensic security marking
kits for trailers used by farmers, landowners and rural businesses across the county.
It is a practical step that will help deter thieves and improve the chances of stolen
property being recovered.
Wiltshire Police is also working closely with the National Rural Crime Unit,
neighbouring forces and partners through Operation Ragwort to identify offenders,
disrupt criminal networks and protect our countryside.
But policing alone is not enough. Hare coursing is a good example. Some people
see it as little more than trespass or antisocial behaviour. The reality is that those
involved are often linked to organised criminal networks. Intelligence and
enforcement activity has repeatedly highlighted connections between some rural
offenders and other forms of serious criminality, including violence, drug offending,
firearms offences and exploitation.
That is why | continue to challenge the wider criminal justice system to recognise
rural crime for what it is. These are not victimless crimes and they should not be
treated as lesser offences. When organised criminals target rural communities, the
courts must recognise the wider harm they cause and ensure the punishment fits the
crime. Our rural communities deserve nothing less.

Social Walking from .- il
Blunsdon Community Shop — BLUNSDON

serving the community t.,.‘l

2nd and 4th Thursday of every month
starting at 10:00am at the Community Shop

We always start and finish at the shop... coffee and cake
afterwards isn't mandatory, but it is highly recommended!

Any queries, please message Alex on 07554 811779

New walkers are always welcome, and welcomed
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ANDY (()\II’I()\

Insulaﬂon of holﬂng systems,

T 017‘)3 721290

: 07785 984033
anomptonplumbhgmm

/woncssma

Bosch Group

Maker of bespoke
curtains, blinds
& cushions

|

O +44(0) 7740 371334
REBECCA TYE

Q@ info@rebeccatye.co.uk

www.rebeccatye.co.uk

Thinking of Selling your
home?

41 4
Fora market appraisa /’\
25 High Street, Highworth Tel: 01793 762005

www.hanleys.co.uk

contact Hcmley A)

Forrester Sylvester Mackett Solicitors

Providing legal services for you, your family and
your business for over 170 years.

6 Little London Court,

Albert Street, Old Town,

Swindon, SN1 3HY.
T: 01793 522688

Unattended
|un 2rals

......

Attended
Funcrals
fram

£1545.00 £2795.00

A. E. Smith & Son
Jueens Deive, Swindon SN3 1AW
01793 sz?ozs

G & L. Evans
£ ghao

01?93 azagnq

FUNERAL WISHES

COurlocal experts

The Help
o

EXEMPLARY CARE
AND HOME STAFFING
SERNICES

OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR
HOME WITH A SELECTION OF SERVICES
INCLUDING:

ok

CALL OUR FRIENDLY
TEAM « HOURLY CARE

01285 339050

o LIVE-IN CARE  + CLEANING SERVICES

« MOTHER'S HELP

« HOME HELP & « HOME CHEF & MEAL

COMPANIONSHIP  PREPARATION
WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

£E0K|TE
We can help o

with:

Square
J N3 AN

~ "HELP-TO-BUY

~ *FIRST TIME BUYERS

* REMORTGAGING

* BUY-TO-LET

* COMMERCIAL SPECIALISTS

* REVIEW YOUR MORTGAGE

*EMPLOYED OR SEL-EMPLOYED
CLIENTS

* LIFE PROTECTION

Please contact us on 01793 228121 or
email us on info@redkitefsitd.co.uk

Head Office

Crowood House, Gypsy Lane
Swindon, Wilts

SN2 8YY

As a mortgage is secured against your
house, it could be rerpossessed if you do
not keep up the mortgage repayments




Fe @ Family Run and Independent
Fillier

Bereavement Support Service

24 hour Service Everyday

Compassionate, Professional Service
Competitive Prices with Free No Obligation Quote

Your local family funeral director since 1923

7 Lechlade Road, Highworth SN6 7HF

Blunsdon Community Shop and Café

Monday - Thursday: 8am - 5pm

Friday: 8am - 5pm

Saturday 8am - 5pm

Sunday: 8am - 4pm

The café closes one hour before the shop

Community Shop & Café

—BLUNSDON—

01793 700915

Instagram: @blunsdoncommunityshop
Facebook: Blunsdon Community Shop
www.blunsdoncommunityshop.co.uk

Proudly serving our community for over 20 years

Highworth, Swindon, SN6& 7INA
Website. www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience (@Intel Corporation

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

“W aTdens co.uk O ?83\643319
|n Qardens co.uk S
ob for us. His team

: ardworkm\andsklltful

indon | Avebury [ Bourton

szm
Stars

SwimEngland

the €AaSY WwWayvy
to buy prinmt

Sirmely £ wArwar el prlntmx ook
=1 — = Ffor for wours<eIf.

Small eledric powered boats 800
and cruisers for 2-4 hours. =
Larger electric and motor cruisers Rz
for full day hire, holidays and short breaks.
Book online or give us a call then colled

your craft from Buscot, Brandy Island
SN7 8DA.

No experience needed, we give you instruction
befare you depart.

For Boat Hire information visit our website,
book online, phone

Office: 01793 354079 © dopusanemail
Mobile: 07947 993784  jocormes terine
Email; info@cotswoldboat.co.uk  Services and Winter

Storage contact

Web: www.cotswoldboat.co.uk the office.

VEALE'S
WHEELS

t R ANS FER S
L 07 400 400 316

For further information about prices, and
services offered, or to make a booking, go to:

bookings@vealeswheelstransfers.com
or www.vealeswheelstransfers.com
or call 07 400 400 316

“Serving
Blunsdon,
Highworth,
and beyond.”

Bathroorms 4.

35 years Experience Kitchens —_—

* Bathroom & Kitchernr renovations
*All tyvpes of Wall & Floor tiling
= All tvpes of Pluambing worlk
* Boiler Servicing & Repairs
* Central Heating Installations
 Carpentry & Joiner Work
> Plastering & Artexing Sityess
> . All Wc;rl(__;z:czrczr?teed
For a free estimate call Sean

WVicob: O7 749 862361
Eeeilt wpornn Quality & Service




