




Minutes of the First Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 7 May 2024 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Present: Cllrs Jankinson, (Chair) Selwood, Hughes & Nash 

Apologies:  Cllrs Compton, Keates, Poulton, Tayler, Weston.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON
The Clerk had received one nomination for the role of Chair: Cllr Jankinson. Cllr Nash, proposed, and Cllr Selwood seconded the nomination. The PC voted unanimously to elect Cllr Jankinson as the Chair. 
2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON
The Clerk had received one nomination for the role of Vice Chair: Cllr Jankinson proposed Cllr Nash, and Cllr Hughes seconded the nomination. The PC voted unanimously to elect Cllr Nash as Vice Chair.
3. DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllrs Jankinson and Nash and the Clerk signed the Declarations of Acceptance of Office as Chair and Vice Chair.

            4.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
            None.
        
            RECESS – None.

       5.   ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS/REPS ON OUTSIDE BODIES
           a. Planning – Cllrs Jankinson, Keates, Nash,Tayler & Weston.
           b. Recreation Areas, Local Open Spaces, Grounds Maintenance & Allotments – Cllrs
              Nash, Selwood & Tayler.
           c. BVH, Cemetery & Community Building – Cllrs Keates, Nash & Tayler.
           d. Governance, Staffing & Policy – Cllrs Poulton, Selwood.
           e. Transport, Highways, Footpaths & ROW – Cllrs Hughes.
           f.  Broadband & Communications – Cllr Selwood.
           g.  Health & Safety – Cllr Nash.
           h.  Education – Cllr Jankinson.
           i.   Finance – Cllrs, Jankinson, Nash, Selwood & RFO
           j.  Outside Bodies: i) WALC – None.
                                         ii) Swindon Local Councils Forum – Cllrs Compton & Jankinson.
                                        iii) Rural Community Safety – None.

        6. MINUTES FROM THE TWENTY THIRD ORDINARY MEETING
        	Proposed by Cllr Selwood, seconded by Cllr Nash, all agreed they be accepted as a true record.
        	Minutes were approved. 

        7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a. Solar panels at CB – PC agreed to VSC applying for grant funding. Clerk to advise VSC.
b. Village Maps – Size details provided, to be produced on aluminium. PC will need to purchase another frame and install all maps when produced.
c. Energy efficiency, assessment required. Cllr Poulton to progress. C/F
d. HSS refund – Invoice to be issued. RFO to action. C/F
e. Waste at cemetery to be removed when weather improves. Clerk to contact Cllr Tayler.
f. Web rebranding – Project ongoing, PC registered for gov. Domain.
g. Franks bench to be revarnished, weather dependant. Target date early June.
h. Blunsdon Brownies 50-year plaque to be erected. Clerk to contact RFO.
i. Broadband – plans for Blunsdon need clarification. PC not satisfied with MP response. Cllr Manro to follow up at SBC Cllr Selwood to draft response to MP. C/F.
j. BVH - leak in small hall. Taylor roofing to investigate. Quote approved work to be scheduled w/b 27 May. 
k. Community Building – emergency light, quote awaited. Boiler Maintenance – contract required. Clerk and Cllr Keates. 
l. Ermin Street bollards – repair done at less than estimate. Thanks to Cllrs Nash & Tayler.
m. BVH – Boiler room to be rearranged on 10 May for boiler work to be done. Clerk to contact MJ.
n. D-day – Beacon at The Rectory. VSC may do Cream Teas from Village Hall.
o. VSC has a fund raiser day – PC confirmed no charge for this and D-day if used. Clerk to let RFO know.
p. Staffing Wilts CC engaged for advice and support. Annual reviews to be booked. Clerk to action.

       
       8. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
    
           S/22/0603 - Erection of water pumping station and electrical annex buildings. 
           AT: Covered Reservoir, Ermin Street Blunsdon Swindon.
          Planning Permission Granted
          S/TWC/24/0286 - Works to Trees Within BOSTPO-06-2010 
          At: Church Cottage, Burytown Lane, Blunsdon, Swindon
          Granted – agreed works to be complete within 2 years.


       9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT

           S/24/0057 - Erection of a bike storage unit 
           At: 32 Minerva Heights, Swindon Swindon SN26 8AD

           PC agreed to support no planning reason to object.


S/HOU/24/0394 - Change of bedroom and garage to games room and gymnasium. (retrospective)
           At: Eldswyn, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL
           PC agreed to support no planning reason to object.

           S/24/0453 - Erection of security fence 
           At: Unit 1, Crompton Road Groundwell Industrial Estate Swindon SN25 5AW
           PC agreed to support no planning reason to object.

           S/HOU2/4/0431 - Erection of a two storey side extension. 
           At: 31 Minerva Heights, Swindon Swindon SN26 8AB
           PC agreed to support no planning reason to object.

Other Planning Matters

a. MUGA – Survey awaited. Meeting to be arranged. Cllr Jankinson.
b. Pavilion – Meeting scheduled with potential funders, SEC 106 amount to be verified.
c. Ermin Street – Project update required. Clerk to request.
d. Planning Appeal – S/23/0920 – Land adjacent to Eden Field, erection of 4no. dwellings. 
      Appeal against non-determination, comments by 20 May 24.

       10.  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED TO 7 MAY 2024
a.  SBC Members Bulletin 25 April 2 May – emailed to Cllrs.
b. WALC EXEC Meeting details – emailed to Cllrs.
c. Email from BFC – fence and padlock at Sutton Park – PC advise to engage with resident, Clerk to reply.
d. Email from resident about Neighbourhood Watch at Fortuna Road request for help with signage costs – PC agreed to pay invoice for signage up to £150.
e. NALC CX Bulletin X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
f. Email from resident re grass cutting at Cemetery, damaged ornament. Clerk and Cllr Selwood responded.
g. Email from resident re progress of MUGA – Clerk responded.
h. WALC Newsletter – emailed to Cllrs.
i. SBC Local News & Events X2 – emailed to Cllrs.
j. Email from Ward Cllrs re surgery – emailed to Cllrs.
k. Email from VSC re using BVH on 6/6 – no charge if used. Clerk to advise RFO.
l. Email from BCC re no outfield cut on 3/5 -too wet responses sent. BCC fixtures sent to GM.
m. [bookmark: _Hlk166502006]Facebook post re lack of service in Kingsdown – Cllr Jankinson to respond. Facebook is used to post information and any questions to the PC will be answered. However, the PC will not make comment on any other posts.
n. Sams Lane parking – Resident should cone area on match days. Cllr Jankinson to respond.
o. West Hill – insurance company pursuing resident for tree damage. Cllr Jankinson to respond.
p. Church reordering – pro forma for potential usage received. Cllr Jankinson to respond.

       11.  COMMITTEE REPORTS .
a. GM –   Flower beds done in addition to usual fortnightly schedule. Janus Close hedge missed. Clerk to follow up.
b. Recreation – BCC queried grass cutting on 3/5 – GM confirmed too wet.
c. BVH – Boiler room to be tidied 10/5, boiler work scheduled for w/b 27 May.
d. Community Building – Boiler, emergency lights and solar panels, see above.
e. Cemetery – Waste to be removed. Clerk to contact Cllr Tayler.
f. Allotments – Community allotments, Phase 1 complete all snags rectified invoice paid.
Phase 2 landscaping and planting, orders placed target for completion is end of May.
Shed should also be installed by end of May. Benches – style and material to be specified. British Legion remembrance benches to be considered, memorial plaque for a donation.
Health & Safety inspection to be carried out. Cllr Nash.
g. Staffing – HR support in place with Wilts CC. Reviews to be booked. Clerk to action.
       
         12.  PARISH MATTERS 
                Cllr Hughes reported there were other examples of unauthorised dropped kerbs in Holdcroft 
                Close, which had caused damage.
                Cllr Hughes reported use of Chapel Hill by large vehicles and vegetation problems. There is a
                Public footpath – Clerk to report to SBC and arrange site visit with SBC Cllr.
                Cllr Hughes reported that the hedge at 26b High Street need further work to trim it back
                so it was clear of the path. Clerk to write.
                Cllr Nash reported that the path from Ermin Street down past BHH was in poor condition. 
                High Street reported to SBC and work is scheduled.
                Cllr Nash gave apologies for 14 May and 20 May.
                Cllr Selwood gave apologies for 14 May.
                Cllr Jankinson reminded Cllrs about reports for APA by 10 May.
                Cllr Jankinson reported concerns about the condition of B4019 from Cold Harbour to The
                Paddocks – Cllr Jankinson to write to SBC re Developers reinstating.
                

         13.  KEY MESSAGES.
                APA
                CA – Go Live by July.
                D Day 6/6 9pm Rectory – Beacon and Fireworks
         14.  SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING
           The next meeting to be held 20 May at 7.30pm – Venue BVH
           There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 


                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
                                                                                                                Chairman 20 May 2024
    

  
    
 SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
         
  PC Actions    
               
     Solar Panels – VSC to apply for grant funding.
     Village Maps – order placed.
     Energy efficiency – Cllr Poulton to follow up.
     HSS refund – RFO to issue invoice.
     Cemetery waste – Clerk to contact Cllr Tayler.
     WEB – Clerk to investigate rebranding.
     Franks Bench – to be re varnished Cllr Tayler & Nash. ETA June.
     Brownies Plaque – RFO to chase.  
     Broadband – Cllr Manro to follow up Cllr Selwood to draft letter for MP. C/F
     BVH – roofing quote approved, works w/b 27/5.
     CB - Boiler maintenance and emergency light testing ongoing.
     BVH – boiler room tidy 10/5 work b/b 27/5.
     VSC – fund raiser and D day – no charge for BVH – notify RFO.
     Staff – Clerk to arrange reviews.
     MUGA – meeting TBA.
     Ermin Street – Clerk to request project update.
     BFC – to engage with resident re ball retrieval.
     Neighbourhood Watch – PC agreed to fund signs.
     Facebook – Kingsdown post Cllr Jankinson to respond.
     Sams Lane parking – Cllr Jankinson.
     West Hill – Cllr Jankinson to respond.
     Church – Cllr Jnakinson to contact Paul re survey document.
     Janus Close hedge – Clerk to follow up.
     CA H&S – Cllr Nash.
     Chapel Hill – Clerk to arrange site visit.
     26b High Street – Clerk to write.
     High Street footpaths – reported to SBC.
     B4019 – Cllr Jankinson to write to SBC.          
     
         
     Key Messages – to post on Facebook and WEB
    
     First reported – lingering issues dated in red.    
      
    
     SBC Cllr Actions
     
     Turnpike Parking – reported with photos. Yellow lines done – parking still a problem June 23.
     Ditch in Kingsdown Lane – SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022. Site meeting      
     arranged Dec 2022.  Update received June 23

     
     
     
     
     
   
 




     
     
         
     
     
     
     
      
      



