


Minutes of the Sixteenth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 16 December 2024 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Present: Cllrs Jankinson, (Chair), Hughes, Keates, Nash, Poulton, Selwood, Tayler & Weston.

Apologies:  Cllrs Compton 


     153. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
            None
            Recess – none.
     154. MINUTES FROM THE FIFTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING
Proposed by Cllr Weston, seconded by Cllr Nash, all agreed they be accepted as a true record. minutes were approved. 


      155. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a.  Extractor fans and air vents discussed at Rec Committee -quotes required. MJ RFO
b.  Caretaker contract issued, now signed.
c.  Emails – new address and log in issued to all staff and Councillors.  
d.  Rear of Orchard house – site to be secured asap. 
e.  Pavilion – see later.
f.   MUGA – see later.
g.   BFC meeting held on 12 December. RFO to circulate minutes.
h.   BVH roofing quotes received and discussed. PC approved Apex £800 plus VAT. 10-year warranty also offered. RFO to accept quote subject to written warranty.
i.  Sept 23 invoices – Clerk reviewed and no further action.
j.  Operations Manager interviews 17 December 2025. Cllr Nash and Clerk.
k. High Street drain – raised with contractor, best solution to manage weeds is to dig out and lay fresh stones with regular spray.


      156.  FINANCE

a. Monthly Accounts – reports received, agreed and signed. See Appendix for details.
b. RFO report – Advance of wages made; formal agreement signed. 
Notice from CoOp bank of reduction in interest rates. PC agreed to explore Public Service specific bank/account. RFO to investigate.
CB has produced a spreadsheet of all contracts. Electricity expires in March. PC agreed to review in January. RFO/AC to action.
RFO reported that the AC had made good progress.
PC-wide document storage/access needs to be in place. PC agreed new email domain may be the opportunity. Cllr Weston/RFO/AC/Clerk.
c. Budget 25/26 – draft budget prepared. Finance committee to review and report in January. RFO to arrange Finance Committee meeting.
d. BVH Charges – recent benchmarking revealed that PC pricing is competitive given the range of facilities available. Charges for next year to be agreed by Finance Committee. RFO to action.
e. GM cost proposals – Cllr Selwood outlined the recent proposals discussed with GM contractor. The PC agreed to the increase from 1 Jan 2025 on the following conditions extra leaf clearance done this year is included with no further cost.
Linley Road grass/hedges – at no extra cost.
Invoices better presented to cross reference with contract schedule.
New costs are in place until 31 March 2027. Contract to be tendered for 1 April 2027 start date.
Cllr Selwood to action.
	 

              
      157. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 
  None.

        
      158. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT

              S/LDP/24/1401 - Erection of single storey rear extension. 
              At: 1 Jupiter Close, Swindon Swindon SN26 8AH
              PC agreed to support no planning reason to object.

              S/23/0683 - Erection of 1 no. detached property with associated landscaping works. 
              At: Land Adjacent To, Littlecroft Pontings Close Blunsdon Swindon
              PC agreed to object – loss of amenity to other properties. The scale and dominance of the
              proposal is excessive. Out of character with street scene.  The footprint is larger than the 
              original. Rooms sizes for study and dressing room are excessive, or akin to bedroom size.
              PC supports resident objections.

Other Planning Matters

a. MUGA – Calls to school re consultation not answered. Letter to be sent to school and residents. Cllr Jankinson to draft. Schedule, T&Cs, formal proposals and JVT contract still required. Best Value – independent consultant to assist, cost approx. £500 – PC approved this cost. Cllr Jankinson to action. Cllr Selwood raised concerns that the PC was exposed as the start date was in January and the formal documentation was not in place. Schedule, T&Cs, formal proposals and JVT contract to be requested. Cllrs Jankinson and Poulton.
b. Pavilion – Quotes to be obtained for decorating MJ. Recent meeting went well.
Plan for extended slabs sent to Clerk. Quotes to be obtained in new year. Clerk to action.
Fridge not working, BFC may be able to get a grant. Sockets for fencing – Cllrs Nash & Tayler to action. New shed needed, for Spring 2025 – Cllr Tayler to investigate.
BFC would like to be a licensee of the Rec rather than a casual hirer. RFO to action, SBC lease to be checked. Deep clean had made big difference ongoing cleaning easier, Both PC and BFC concerned at electricity costs. RFO to investigate. Servicing of pump required. MJ to arrange.
c. Ermin Street – Sec 278 application submitted this will take 6 to 8 weeks to approve. More extensive work than spec and quotes in respect of the tree planting. Project postpone until Autumn 2025.

      159.  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED TO 16 DECEMBER 2024
a. NALC Newsletter x2 – emailed to Cllrs.
b. NALC CX Bulletin x 2 – emailed to Cllrs.
c. SBC Local News & Events x 2 – emailed to Cllrs.
d. Chief Constable fortnightly update – emailed to Cllrs.
e. SBC Highway News – emailed to Cllrs.
f. Email from BFC re safeguarding, changing facilities.
g. SBC Media release – extreme financial circumstances. Emailed to Cllrs.
h. Email from Minerva resident re behaviour of allotment holders – referred to Police.
i. Email from Cllr Weisinger re highway sign on Broadbush. Repair w/b 9/12.
j. Email from resident – thanks for work on REC hedge.
k. Email from Cllr Weisinger – case raised re sewerage. SBC officer to contact 3 Lonsdale Close.
l. WALC newsletter – emailed to Cllrs.
m. Email from resident about a new waste bin on Hayfield site – Clerk replied.
n. Email from CPRE – next year’s BKV. Emailed to Cllrs.

      160. New Email 
             
             PC agreed 010125 to go live, all staff and Cllrs to have completed set up by then Publicity on
             WEB Facebook and regular contacts to advertise move. Old emails will remain for now and 
             closed at an agreed date. All to action.


      161.  COMMITTEE REPORTS.
a. GM – meeting held 10 December. Costs discussed see above. 
b. Recreation – Hedge trimmed. Resident sent thanks for a good job done.
c. BVH – Roofing, see above.
d. Community Building – Request for a bolt for the loft hatch. Cllr Tayler to inspect.
VSC reported that the late-night opening had not gone as well as hoped and would be extended during January but on Friday only.
e. Cemetery- equipment still in storage. PC did not accept the offer for equipment. PC agreed to sell as seen in Spring 2025. Cllr Tayler to investigate further. 
f. Allotments – complaint received, referred to Police.
g. Staffing – Op Manager interviews arranged.
h. Broadband – None.

       162.  PARISH MATTERS 
   Cllr Jankinson reported that he attends Let’s Talk SBC review – Organisation chart obtained.
   There is a Swindon Plan – SBC Cllrs not well briefed. SBC hoping to engage with PCs direct.
   SBC requested to present plan. Cllr Jankinson to arrange.
   Cllr Selwood reported the hedge on Sams Lane now in urgent need of trim. SBC have agreed
   that work should be done but have given no timescales. Already escalated to Ward Cllr. PC
   agreed that if not done by 31 Dec, PC would action and invoice SBC. Clerk to advise Cllr 
   Weisinger.
    Cllr Jankinson reported that brambles and briar had been removed from in front of his 
    property on High Street and the bank made good.
    Cllr Tayler reported that at the Ward Cllr surgery residents raised sewerage problem on
    Sams Lane/High Street – already reported to Thames Water. 
    Haul Road – why had this not been adopted or closed until such time as it could be.
    Cllr Tayler gave his apologies for 6 January meeting.
    Cllr Polton reported that he would be making a Planning Application in the new year in 
    Respect to repairs to his property on High Street.
    Clerk reported that an inscription had been requested, for addition to an existing memorial,
    in respect of person not interred. PC agreed that this was ok as long as the inscription  
    reflected the situation. Clerk to action.
    Clerk reported that she had be summoned for Jury Service from 3 February for 2 weeks.
       163. KEY MESSAGES.
               PC Xmas wishes
               Emails
           
       164. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING
           The next meeting to be held 6 January 2025 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH.  
           There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 





                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
                                                                                                                Chairman 6 January 2025
    

  
    
 SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
         
  PC Actions    
            
     Extractor Fans lights for Pavilion – quotes required MJ & RFO             
     BFC meeting – RFO to circulate minutes.
     BVH roofing – RFO to action quote
     Public service bank – RFO to investigate
     Contract – AC to review electricity in Jan
     Document storage solution- Cllr Weston/RFO/Clerk/AC
     Finance Committee – RFO to arrange.
     GM contract variation – Cllr Selwood to action.
     Letter re MUGA – Cllr Jankinson
     Schedule, T&C JCT contract – Cllr Jankinson
     BV consultant – Cllr Jankinson
     Pavilion – Slabs, Clerk in NY. Fencing Sockets – Cllrs Tayler & Nash
     BFC licence – RFO to investigate
     Pump – MJ to arrange service.
     Bolt for loft hatch – Cllr Tayler.
     Cemetery store – Cllr Tayler.
     Swindon Plan – Cllr Jankinson to arrange.
     Sams Lane Hedge – Clerk to contact Cllr Weisinger.
     Memorial inscription – Clerk to arrange.
     
     
     
        
     Key Messages – to post on Facebook and WEB
    
     First reported – lingering issues dated in red.    
        
     SBC Cllr Actions
     
     Turnpike Parking – reported with photos. Yellow lines done – parking still a problem June 23.
     Ditch in Kingsdown Lane – SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022. Site meeting      
     arranged Dec 2022.  Update received june 23   
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	Date Paid
	Payee Name
	Reference
	Amount Paid
	Authorized Ref	Transaction Detail

	01/11/2024
	REF 3
	BACS289
	90.41
	S112 REGULAR MJ Week 30

	01/11/2024
	SUM-UP Payments
	BACS292
	1.03
	Regular
	Gibson K inv 1130

	06/11/2024
	Wickes
	BACS294
	7.00
	S133
	Receipt JT repairs Pav

	06/11/2024
	Screwfix
	BACS295
	21.77
	s133
	Receipt JT VHall repairs

	08/11/2024
	REF 3
	BACS297
	93.53
	REGULAR s112
	Wk 31

	08/11/2024
	REF Leaver 2
	BACS306
	687.26
	REGULAR s112
	REF 4 1-12/11/24 Final

	15/11/2024
	REF 3
	BACS302
	121.58
	REGULAR s112
	Week 32

	15/11/2024
	BRITISH GAS LITE
	DD
	162.46
	REGULAR
	9178145 bill ref Elec pav

	18/11/2024
	Total Gas and Power
	DD
	437.11
	REGULAR
	357678579/24 inv

	18/11/2024
	Corona Energy
	DD
	138.91
	REGULAR s133
	Elec VH D000124190C24111141

	20/11/2024
	Wiltshire Pension Fund
	BACS303
	686.52
	REGULAR Nov meeting
	Oct 24 Pensions

	20/11/2024
	Tectonic Software ApS
	BACS305
	400.00
	Nov meeting list
	2567 inv for new website

	21/11/2024
	Information Commissioner's Off
	DD
	35.00
	Annual Regular
	Annual GDPR Registration

	21/11/2024
	netintent
	BACS312
	15.00
	Dec meeting
	3902 inv outgoing website

	21/11/2024
	Blunsdon Football Club
	BACS313
	35.00
	RFO
	Refund canclled match 19/10/24

	21/11/2024
	Blunsdon Football Club
	BACS314
	429.20
	RFO
	Refund Pd in error SO5770 Ref

	22/11/2024
	Hills Waste Solutions Ltd
	BACS293
	85.84
	S133 REGULAR P900623 inv Oct waste VH

	22/11/2024
	Phs Group
	BACS296
	1,292.53
	s133 REGULAR	Annaul Charge to Nov 25

	22/11/2024
	REF 3
	BACS307
	84.17
	REGULAR	Week 33

	25/11/2024
	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	BACS308
	507.00
	Regular 	3061 Waste bins
contracted

	25/11/2024
	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	BACS309
	1,440.00
	Regular 	3070 inv
contracted

	28/11/2024
	Brit Telecom
	DD
	302.58
	REGULAR	Q065 G8 Bill ref

	28/11/2024
	Stand Out Window Cleaning Serv
	B316
	60.00
	Regular - VH 	0189 Inv windows

	28/11/2024
	Liza's Easy Cleaning Services
	BACS317
	137.23
	REGULAR s133	84 inv Pavilion clean

	29/11/2024
	REF 3
	BACS315
	74.82
	REGULAR s112	Week 34 REF 3

	29/11/2024
	REF – Leaver 1
	BACS318
	28.99
	S112	Arrears RS

	29/11/2024
	REF 2
	BACS319
	1,499.40
	s112 REGULAR	REF 2 Oct 24

	29/11/2024
	REF 3
	BACS320
	2,459.91
	S112 REGULAR REF 1 NOV 24

	29/11/2024
	Operations Account
	RFO top up
	500.00
	Top up Ops acc for laptop prin

	29/11/2024
	Hayley Seagroatt
	BACS322
	700.00
	REGULAR s133	42 invoice VH cleaning

	29/11/2024
	Everflow water
	DD
	143.36
	S133 Regular	Water Bills

	29/11/2024
	REF 2
	BACS326
	25.00
	REGULAR s112	HW REF 2

	29/11/2024
	REF 1
	B327
	35.00
	REGULAR s112	HW REF 1

	30/11/2024
	SUM-UP Payments
	BACS328
	3.15
	REGULAR RFO	Deductions for Nov 24 £245.02


	Total Payments	12,740.76

13/12/2024	Blunsdon Parish Council 2024/25	Page 1
16:23	Cashbook 1	User: DEBBIE
	r143 Banked 01/11/2024
	33.32
	
	
	
	
	

	r143 One off Hall Hirer
	33.32
	
	
	1200
	200
	33.32 GIBSON INV 1096

	r144 Banked 01/11/2024
	42.00
	
	
	
	
	

	r144 Allotment Receipts
	42.00
	
	
	1380
	380
	42.00 PLOT 6 HILLSIDE 

	R136 Banked 07/11/2024
	1,511.64
	
	
	
	
	

	R136 Blunsdon Pre-School
	1,511.64
	
	
	1200
	200
	1,511.64 1138 inv

	R145 Banked 07/11/2024
	140.00
	
	
	
	
	

	R145 Blunsdon Football Club
	140.00
	
	
	1300
	300
	140.00 iNV 1137

	R128 Banked 08/11/2024
	52.00
	
	
	
	
	

	R128 Swindon Model Club
	52.00
	
	
	1200
	200
	52.00 1090 inv 2 x £26

	R146 Banked 08/11/2024
	86.40
	
	
	
	
	

	R146 C Robinson Pilates
	86.40
	
	
	1200
	200
	86.40 1140 INV

	R128 Banked 08/11/2024
	-52.00
	
	
	
	
	

	R128 Swindon Model Club
	-52.00
	
	
	1200
	200
	-52.00 RFO REVERSAL 

	R133 Banked 09/11/2024
	55.06
	
	
	
	
	

	R133 Blunsdon WI
	55.06
	
	
	1200
	200
	55.06 1066 & 1110 invs

	R135 Banked 10/11/2024
	140.00
	
	
	
	
	

	R135 One off Hall Hirer
	140.00
	
	
	1200
	200
	140.00 Christmas Crafties

	R147 Banked 11/11/2024
	576.72
	
	
	
	
	

	R147 Blunsdon Scout Group
	576.72
	
	
	1200
	200
	576.72 1108,1030,1004,1142,104

	R148 Banked 11/11/2024
	64.00
	
	
	
	
	

	R148 One off Hall Hirer
	64.00
	
	
	1200
	200
	64.00 1132 INV BOSTON

	R142 Banked 13/11/2024
	123.84
	
	
	
	
	

	R142 Ukebox Jury
	123.84
	
	
	1200
	200
	123.84 1107 INVOICE

	R149 Banked 26/11/2024
	83.30
	
	
	
	
	

	R149 One off Hall Hirer
	83.30
	
	
	1200
	200
	83.30 1117 & 1118 invoices 

	R150 Banked 29/11/2024
	743.00
	
	
	
	
	

	R150 Blunsdon Cricket Club
	743.00
	
	
	1300
	300
	477.00 1022,1041,1089 invoices

	
	
	
	
	1350
	320
	266.00 1022,1041,1089 invoices

	Total Receipts:
	3,599.28
	0.00
	0.00
	
	
	3,599.28


Current Bank A/c


