


Minutes of the Twenty First Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd March 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at BVH. 

Cllr Members Present:   Cllrs Ian Jankinson, (Chair) (IJ), Sandra Keates (SK), Martin Nash (MN), Kingsley Poulton (KP), Ian Selwood (IS), Paul Weston (PW), & Peter Hughes (PH)

Ward Councillors Present: Steve Weisinger, Nick Gardiner & Vijay Manro
                                                             
Members of Public – One

Officers: Tracey Judd (Clerk) TJ, Debbie Braiden (RFO/Clerk) (DB), Claire Boles (A/Clerk) (CB)

213. APOLOGIES:  Cllrs Michael Compton (MC) & Jim Tayler (JT)

214. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
        None

        Recess – None


215.MINUTES FROM THE TWENTIEFTH ORDINARY MEETING

Proposed by Cllr Hughes, seconded by Cllr Nash, all agreed they be accepted as a true record - minutes were approved. 

216. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Footpaths: No response from Will Stone on options with LCWIP. Ward Cllr Manro informed all that it is the responsibility of the developer to have a Section 38 agreement signed with SBC for SBC to adopt the road, this has not been done for The Haul Road. Cllr Jankinson informed ward councilors that it was covered under LCWIP, but no action had been taken, and no response had been received from recent communication. Ward Cllr Gardiner suggested that historically the road was for construction traffic and as this was no longer valid, the road could potentially be closed and used as a cycle path and provide direct safe access to schools. Ward Cllr Gardiner suggested the possibility of Hills having a gate access to the area. Cllr Poulton agreed the path would provide great access, but the knock-on effect would be residents having to take a longer route. Ward Cllr Gardiner to action a campaign for road closure.

Broadband/Wi-Fi: Awaiting response from recent communication with Will Stone/BT for a meeting date. Cllr Selwood to follow up.


Traffic: No reply has been received to the invite to Chris Watts to attend a traffic related meeting. Cllr Jankinson to follow up.

Pavilion Pump Service: Rebook when weather improves. Cllr Tayler to action.

Slatter update: Documents have been reviewed and changes made, Slatter to provide updated contract. Cllr Nash to follow up.

Ermin Street: Confirmation received from Oliver Saunders for the flailing of the hedges along Ermin Street to take place this week. Oliver Saunders confirmed that the revised plans are on his agenda for this year and apologised for the delay in responding. Cllr Jankinson to monitor.

BVH: Assistant Clerk & RFO confirmed that all items from the meeting have now been actioned, except recycling bins which are ongoing. Complete.

Storm water drain: The blocked storm water drain in Front Lane that the PC reported has now been cleared by SBC. Complete

Water on highway: The council discussed previous & new reports / concerns of water dissipating onto the highway at the new build development behind Grove House in Back Lane.  It was also noted that there had been ditch alteration work at the back of Longways nearby also, and both scenarios could affect properties further down the storm drainage system. Ward Cllr Manro informed all, that permission must be sourced from the Environmental Agency for any work on ditches. Cllr Selood to advise on contact

It was noted by Clr Hughes that high volumes of water enter Front & then onto Back Lane in heavy rainstorms.

PC office build/unit: Awaiting quotes and designs. Cllr Selwood to action.

Sams Lane: Debris from hedge cut now cleared. Complete.

BVH: All regular customers have been updated on booking terms. Complete.

Church Path repair: Cllr Hughes contacted Steve Weisinger on possibility for grant to repair path. Cllr Hughes to follow up.


MUGA: New meeting required for review and sign off plan from Slatter, Cllr Jankinson, Nash & Selwood were given delegated authority to sign off. Clerk to follow up on insurance cover once the start and end date has been agreed. Cllr Jankinson, Nash & Selwood to action

Pavilion Electric: Review electric meter usage. RFO to action.

Pavilion: To review comparisons on pitch hire, new rate to be agreed for rec and pavilion hire for football and cricket team. RFO to action.

Ermin Street: Await response on S278 agreement. Cllr Jankinson to follow up.

Finance: New bank accounts. RFO to action.

BVH Bins: To review recycling bin options, RFO to action.

Pavilion Bins: To review recycling bin options for inside the pavilion. RFO to action

Microsoft family package: To schedule adding Cllr Jankinson to package. RFO confirmed

Pavilion Extractors: To obtain alternative supplier quotes for larger extractor fans with assistance from caretaker. OPS Manager to action.

Pavilion Slabs: RFO has instructed WP Gardens to commence on slab quotation. RFO confirmed.

Pavilion Fridge: Approved for larder fridge to be sourced and delivered to Pavilion. Cllr Jankinson to action.

Rec Charges 25/26: Review charges based on recent electric data and cleaning rota. RFO to action.

Utilities Contracts: RFO confirmed a new contract with Corona energy will be used from 1st April 2025 for both Pavilion and Village Hall for 24 months. Complete.


Increase in Band D: RFO confirmed a response has been sent to SBC with justification of increase.  Budget 25/26 is £171,701. Precept 25/26 is £133,700. Complete.

Email from Preschool: A/Clerk confirmed provisional summer holiday club bookings have been placed for August providing £1288 of income. Complete

Email from Uplands: Respond with terms of litter picking. Complete.
Email re Little Rose Energy Plant: A/Clerk confirmed that so far, no response has been received for more information. Ward Cllr Gardiner confirmed that the project was being monitored but no official planning applications have been received Complete

Grounds maintenance: Meeting held on 24/2.

Hayfield play area bins: The bin has been emptied after report of overflow of rubbish. The management company advised that the handover from the developer to the management company had not been completed due to directors not yet appointed. Complete

Email from Resident on Lonsdale Close parking: Cllr Hughes contacted Steve Weisinger for damaged grass areas of Churchill Avenue, Lonsdale Close and Linley Rd with a request for suggestions on providing parking restrictions. Ward Cllr Gardiner confirmed a case has been opened. Cllr Hughes to follow up.

New bank accounts – In progress. RFO to action.
         
217. PLANNING DECISIONS ADVISED BY SWINDON 

S/TWC/25/0138/TIST
Re: Works to tree within Conservation area. 
At: Rosewood, Front Lane, Blunsdon, Swindon
SBC granted with No Objection, with recommendations

S/TPO/25/0040/TIST, 
Re: Works to tree within BOSTPO-01-2010
At: 6 Beech Lea, Blunsdon, Swindon, SN26 7DE
SBC REFUSED consent

S/23/0683AMMY
Re: Erection of 1 no. detached property with associated landscaping works.
At: Land Adjacent To, Littlecroft, Pontings Close, Blunsdon Swindon
Short notice committee date: 11th March 2025
Cllr Jankinson confirmed his attendance.


        
218. PLANNING APPLICATIONS DEPOSITED FOR COMMENT
Planning Application: S/25/0122 
At: Land At Burytown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon,  
Re: Erection of 2 no. dwellings together with associated ancillary development
Renewal of application agreed on appeal 14/05/2021. This has now expired (3-year rule) so this is a new application. No apparent biodiversity net gain. Highways comments say that the original decision to have NO objection was wrong:
‘The application site is remote from the few services that are available within the village of Blunsdon and there is no safe means of access to the site on foot. In principle therefore, the site is car dependent and contrary to the objectives of Policy TR2 of the Local Plan, as well as the guidance contained in the recently updated NPPF. Policy TR2 of the Local Plan has not changed in the intervening period and whilst I feel that it was remiss of colleagues not to raise an objection on accessibility grounds in 2021, I find myself unable now to raise an objection, given that established position. Were this a new application, I would have no hesitation in recommending its refusal on accessibility grounds.’ The PC would expect, as its a new application, to have the incorrect Highway response corrected and it be treated as a Highway objection

    
219. Other Planning Matters/ Project Matters

a. MUGA – see 216 above

b. Pavilion – see 216 above

c. Ermin Street – see 216 above 


220. CORRESPONDCE RECEIVED TO  17th FEBRUARY 2025

a) NALC Events newsletter -Emailed to Cllrs.
b) A4311 Cricklade Road - Proposed Works - Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs.
c) Enterprise Works 2025 Price Lists and Trade Discounts -Emailed to Cllrs.
d) Email from resident on fly tipping near Farrier Road - Reported to SBC under Ref: CFT018022 - Emailed to Cllrs and reported to SBC.
e) NALC Chief Executives bulletin - Emailed to Cllrs.
f) Email regarding damaged tree at Rec - Passed to Ops Manager.
g) Local news, events and updates x 2 - Emailed to Cllrs.
h) Free training delivered by the NSPCC to help keep children safe - Emailed to Cllrs.
i) Email from SBC - A4198 road works updated - Loaded on Web/FB, emailed to Cllrs.
j) Email from Castle Eaton PC on digester plant traffic - Emailed to Cllrs.
k) SBC family funding form, Loaded on Web/FB - Emailed to Cllrs.
l) Castle Eaton Anaerobic Digester Plant - Emailed to Cllrs.



221.  Operations Manager Report 
The report was previously submitted to all Cllr’s and was read to all by the Clerk, all items requiring action will be listed under the relevant headings in these minutes. 

222. COMMITTEE REPORTS.

a) Grounds Maintenance 
The Grounds Maintenance Contract meeting was held on 24/2/25.
It was agreed that all correspondence would be sent initially to the Operations Manager.  The cutting season will start at the end of March, there will be clear details on invoicing which will match the schedule of work that has been provided to the RFO. Any additional work should have a purchase order / cost center allocated by Operations Manager and RFO and separately budgeted.

Cllr Selwood reported back the option to remove the bin situated at the Cold Harbour pub and to upgrade the bin near the bench in Ermin Street, as beneficial.

Waste bin move from Millenium Garden to Berton Close - A license must be obtained to make the changes, the cost would be £450 to make the change which includes the permit cost of £350.  Cllrs agreed to not move the bin. Ward Cllr Manro queried the license cost and requested more details.   Cllr Selwood to provide details of locations/costs to Ward Cllr Manro to investigate.

PC agreed to remove bin at Cold Harbour and install new larger bin next to waste bin 	on Ermin Street (by gardens) OM to raise PO and schedule with GM  

Cllr Selwood reported that a wheelie bin can be sited adjacent to the Pavilion, the bin would need to be locked to a permanent structure and the bin would be lockable for the use of staff/cleaners only. The charge would be £30 per collection and can be collected when requested. Confirmation of lockable location to be confirmed. Operations Manager to liaise with RFO on billing system for collections. All approved.  Operations Manager to action.

b) Sams Lane
It was reported in the Operations Managers Report 03/03/25, that the GM contractor reported an overhanging tree on the verge and ditch of Sam’s Lane. As this is not BPC owned ground no action was taken.

c) Recreation 
It was reported in the Operations Managers Report 03/03/25, that there was a limb hanging from a tree that posed a potential hazard to the public. The GM contractor has now removed the limb and made safe. Operations Manager to raise £100 purchase order.

d) Blunsdon Village Hall 
None

e) Community Building
There is an outstanding light repair due in the building. A/Clerk to action.

A staff member has driven through an electric car charger in the car park. The area was quickly made safe and fenced off. The electric charger unit is currently on the ground and the path in need of repair. The original install of the electric units was by Hayfield who are no longer in existence. The new company responsible is Charge My Street, however no communication is yet in place with the new company. The staff member involved has insurance who should deal with making the area good in conjunction with Charge My Street.  
Cllr Keates/Operations Manager to action and chase a call out for repair.

Police presence was expected at the recent ward meeting, but no-one attended. The anti-social behaviour has reduced to one individual several times per week. The staff are reporting this weekly under the crime reference number originally logged. No further police presence has been seen in the area. Ward Cllr Gardiner suggested contacting Penny Sprawson of Wiltshire Police for an update.   Cllr Keates to follow up with police.

f) Cemetery   
The first plot in the new patch has now been used.

g) Allotments
No updates received.

h) Staffing 
It was reported in the Operations Managers Report 03/03/25, that the Caretaker would be on annual leave 13/3 to 30/3, any bookings during this period for non-key holders will be covered by the cleaning contractor.

i) Broadband
No updates received


223.  PARISH MATTERS 
   
Apologies from Cllr Jankinson & Cllr Hughes for their advance notice of absence at the meeting on 24th March. Cllr Nash confirmed his attendance for 24th March and would stand in for the absence of the Chair.

Ward Cllr Gardiner informed all that fly tipping fines have increased from £400 to £1000.

Cllr Manro confirmed that he would raise a case with Street Works for the unused sign adjacent to 113 Ermin Street to be removed. Cllr Gardiner raised the case with SBC during the meeting. Ward Councillor Manro to action.

Cllr Nash advised the dumping of a supermarket trolley on the crossing in Ermin Street, this has been logged with Aldi supermarket for collection by the Operations Manager. OP Manger to follow up.

Cllr Jankinson addressed the Ward Councillors with the request for more details on the Swindon Plan. Ward Councillor Gardiner will provide feedback to SBC, that BPC do not have details of the plan and would welcome any updates and a representative from the council at a parish meeting. Ward Councillor Gardiner to action.


Cllr Jankinson addressed the Ward Councillors regarding Kingsdown development. Ward Councillor Gardiner confirmed there are no plans on the portal, the project was signed off in 2024, but no further updates have been provided to SBC. A follow up on the project and feed would be provided. Ward Councillor Gardiner to action.


224. KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB

Fly tipping fines from £400 to £1000.
Presence from Ward Councillors at parish meeting.


 225. SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING

 The next meeting to be held 24th March 2025 at 7.30pm – Venue BVH.  
 There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm





                                                                                                                ………………………………...... 
 Chairman 24th March 2025
    

Listed appendix:
None


    
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Footpaths: The Haul Road. Ward Cllr Gardiner to action a campaign for road closure.

Broadband/Wi-Fi: Awaiting response from  Will Stone/BT for a meeting date. Cllr Selwood to follow up.

Traffic: No reply has been received to the invite to Chris Watts to attend a traffic related meeting. Cllr Jankinson to follow up.

Pavilion Pump Service: Rebook when weather improves. Cllr Tayler to action.

Slatter update: Documents have been reviewed and changes made, Slatter to provide updated contract. Cllr Nash to follow up.

Ermin Street:  Oliver Saunders confirmed that the revised plans are on his agenda for this year and apologised for the delay in responding. Cllr Jankinson to monitor.

Water on highway / Back Lane: Check that permission has been sourced for work on ditch from the Environmental Agency. Cllr Selwood to provide contact.
Clerk to write to the resident.

PC office build/unit: Awaiting quotes and designs. Cllr Selwood to action.

Church Path repair: Cllr Hughes contacted Steve Weisinger on possibility for grant to repair path. Cllr Hughes to follow up.

MUGA: New meeting required for review and sign off plan from Slatter. 
Clerk to follow up on insurance cover once the start and end date has been agreed. Cllr Jankinson, Nash & Selwood to action.

Pavilion Electric: Review electric meter usage. RFO to action and report under Finance section.

Pavilion: Review comparisons on pitch hire,new rates for football/cricket. RFO to action and report under Finance section.

Ermin Street: Await response on S278 agreement. Cllr Jankinson to follow up.

Finance: New bank accounts. RFO to action and report under Finance section.

BVH Bins: Recycling bin options. RFO to action and report under Finance section.

Pavilion Bins: Recycling bin options for inside the pavilion. RFO to action.

Pavilion Extractors: To obtain alternative supplier quotes for larger extractor fans with assistance from caretaker. OPS Manager to action.

Pavilion Fridge: Larder fridge to be sourced for Pavilion. Cllr Jankinson to action.

Rec Electric Charges 25/26: Review. RFO to action and report in Finance section.

Parking on verges: Damaged grass areas of Churchill Avenue, Lonsdale Close and Linley Rd, request for suggestions on providing parking restrictions. Cllr Hughes to follow up.

New bank accounts: RFO to action and report under Finance section.

Waste bin move from Millenium Garden to Berton Close - Cllr Selwood to provide details of locations/costs to Ward Cllr Manro to investigate licence costs.
 
PC agreed to remove bin at Cold Harbour and install new larger bin next to waste bin on Ermin Street (by gardens) OM to raise PO and schedule with GM.   
 
Lockable Wheelie bin to be sited adjacent to the Pavilion. Confirmation of lockable location.  Billing system for collections to be provided to RFO. Operations Manager to action.

Recreation ground tree limb removal, £100 P/O required for RFO.  Operations Manager to action.

Community Building light repair. A/Clerk to action.

Community Building electric car charger damage. Cllr Keates/Operations Manager to action and chase a call out for repair.

Community Building police presence/update. Contact Penny Sprawson of Wiltshire Police for an update.  Cllr Keates to action.

Case to be raised with Street Works for the unused sign adjacent to 113 Ermin Street to be removed. Ward Councillor Manro to action. 
 
Dumping of a supermarket trolley on the crossing in Ermin Street, this has been logged with Aldi supermarket for collection. OP Manger to follow up. 

Request for more details on the Swindon Plan to be provided to BPC.  Ward Councillor Gardiner to action. 
Request for and update on the Kingsdown development.  Ward Councillor Gardiner to action.

  
PROJECT/ACTION POINTS FOR FUTURE

Date Raised		June 23
Project/Action          Turnpike Parking issues
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2022
Project/Action	Ditch in Kingsdown Lane
                                SBC awaiting waste plan from Care Home Nov 2022
Status			Ongoing

Date Raised		2024
Project/Action	Ermin Street Planting Project
Status			Review again 2025
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