
 

  



 

 

 



Contact Page.  
 
 

St. Michael’s Church, Awliscombe school, Parish Council , Village Hall, and club contacts.  
 
Incumbent                               Revd. Sue Roberts    Email:   sue41260@gmail.com 
Honiton Team Office              01404 44035           office@honitoncofe.org     
The Honiton Mission Community website, on honitoncofe.org has information about services in 
Awliscombe.      
Church Wardens                     Nick Thwaites           01404 548467  /  07900 041174 
PCC Secretary                          Sharon Thwaites      01404 548467 
Bell Captain                              Roger Sprigg             01404 43814 
Awliscombe School                 Penny Hammett      01404 42031 – Executive headteacher, Fort Federation. 
Awliscombe School              Vicky Morris             Head of School 
Awliscombe Parish Council    Nigel Boulton        07730926809  -  Chair 
Awliscombe Village Hall         Liz Gillingham           07811 675800  - Booking Secretary  
                                                                                       01404 43551 
                                                    Anna Beard              07748 635503  -  Chair 
Young Wives               Sally Lawrence         01404 42825 
Garden Club               Pat Hughes               01404 841170 
Short Mat Bowls              Kelvin Briscoe           01404 549047 
Awliscombe Ladies             Rosemary Sprigg      01404 43814 
Knit and Stitch              Sarah Dent                07540 110965 
Friends of St. Michael’s          Kathryn Empson       07979697487 
 
 
 

Emergency Contact Numbers.  
 

Ambulance, Fire, Police        999 
Police non-emergency          101 
NHS non-emergency             111 
Flood line                                 0345 9881188 
Fire Non – emergency            0800 0502999 
 
 

Defibrillator Unit 
As most people know, we have a defibrillator in Awliscombe.  It is situated on the wall of the 
village hall, to the right of the entrance. There is also one on the wall as you enter Heron 
Farm in Weston, directly ahead of you.  
 
This comes as a gentle reminder of what to do in an emergency situation. 
If someone collapses with a cardiac arrest near you, then speed of response is paramount. 
So ring 999 without delay.  
If someone was able to fetch the defib unit, instructions will be heard very clearly once the 
unit is opened.   
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What’s On. 

     Monthly         regular dates in the Village Hall or the committee room in hall.  
         Mondays -            Garden Club             7.30pm – 10pm 2nd Monday in month   

                                                                                                                            

       Tuesdays –  

 

       Wednesdays -      Short mat bowls         2 pm - 5pm   &   7pm - 10pm 

              Knit and Stitch     7.30 – 9.30 alt. Wednesdays 

 

       Thursdays -         Honiton U3A Hist.       8 am – 1pm   last Thursday in month   

      Awliscombe Ladies      7.30 pm - 2nd Thursday in month  

         

        Fridays -              Slot car racing              7 pm - 10pm 

              Honiton WI Art               1 pm – 4pm 2nd & 4th Friday 

SAVE THE DATE.  

 

Saturday 14th June     Village Fête at The Otter Inn.  

Monday 23rd June     Whist Drive in the Village Hall 

Saturday 5th July      Open Mic Night in the Village Hall 

Saturday 12th July Family Fun Day at Hembury Fort 

House  

Monday 28th July     Whist Drive in the Village Hall 

Monday 25th August     Whist Drive in the Village Hall 

Sunday 7th  September    Cream Tea in St. Michael’s 

Saturday 13th September    Awli pub night screening the  

        Last Night of the Proms.   

         

         

         

         

 

 

          

To help everyone keep their diaries up to date, you can now go onto the Awliscombe Parish Council 

website, click on What’s On and see all of the public events for the village. If anyone has an event which 

they would like advertised on this calendar, then please let Sally know on lawrencesally@hotmail.com 

For any people who are new to the area, they should know that new members are always welcome to any 

of the various clubs and events mentioned in the magazine. Details of people to contact are on the contact 

page at the beginning of this magazine.  

 

 

 

 

    Church Matters. 

 

Services at St. Michael’s are on the first, third and fourth Sundays of each month. Everyone is 

welcome. Information about these services is on honitoncofe.org in a newsletter called Around 

the Parishes.  

The group of people who like classic cars that used to meet at The Honiton Inn now meet on the 

first Thursday of each month at The Otter Inn in Weston. Anyone welcome.                  
 

mailto:lawrencesally@hotmail.com


Mothering Sunday Service at St Michael’s and All Angels 

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to the Mothering Sunday church 
service on the 30th March! We were lucky to have such beautiful weather, 
making the morning feel extra special. The service was preceded by a display 
from the Awliscombe bell ringers starting from 9:00am to welcome churchgoers. 
After an introduction by church warden Nick Thwaites, the service was led by 
Revd. Christine, with a reading by Oriana Burford and prayers by Timandra 
Burford. A special thank you to Revd. Scott for accompanying on the organ, and 
to the children of Awliscombe Primary School for their wonderful work in 
decorating the church.  

After the service was over, and posies were handed out to all the mothers 
present, we finished up with a friendly chat over teas, coffees and homemade 
cakes. Here’s hoping everyone had a lovely rest of their Mothering Sunday! 

 

Julia Thwaites 

 

************************************************************************** 

 

awliscombeandwestontimes@gmail.com 

        Caroline – 07775931735                    Julia                       

 

Next Issue:    The deadline for the next issue will be 23rd  August. 
Send your article to awliscombeandwestontimes@gmail.com 

 

If anyone would like to contribute to our printing costs, then you may do so online, each magazine costs 

about £1.00.  Our bank details are: 

AWLISCOMBE AND WESTON TIMES 

Bank Sort Code 20-87-94         Account No: 03166260 

 

mailto:awliscombeandwestontimes@gmail.com


Awliscombe & Weston Village Fete -14 June. 

 

With Summer on our doorstep, it is time to start looking forward to the Awliscombe & Weston 

Village Fete! The Fete will take place on Saturday 14th June from 1pm, and as usual will be in the 

garden at the Otter Inn.  

There will be all the usual range of stalls, from vintage cars to the teddy tombola and the fabulous 

raffle with a wide range of hamper prizes (chocolates, smellies and more), as well as an exclusive 

Land Rover Experience voucher, very kindly donated by the Summers family. For any children 

coming along, there will also be a bouncy castle, face painting and plenty of games to keep you 

entertained throughout the afternoon, like the famous Soaker Joker! And of course, there will be 

tickets on sale for the Duck Race taking place at 3 pm – don’t miss out!! 

Feeling peckish? The Otter will be open for business as usual, serving their menu of hot food. In the 

fete itself there will be the cake stand with a delicious selection of homemade treats, and of course 

no summer fete would be complete without a proper Devon cream tea! The cream tea stand will 

be selling tea and coffee and scones with cream and jam for when you need to take a break from 

all the activity and just relax. 

Looking to do some shopping? Drop by the magnificent plant stall to get that perfect new addition 

for your garden. Peruse the book stall, this year stocked with an amazing collection of art books as 

well all the options you need to find your next summer read. Or head on over to the bric-a-brac 

stall; you never know what treasure you might find there after a little browsing! 

The winners of the village scarecrow competition will be announced at the Fete, as will the winners 

of the school Art competition.  

Do come along for a fun afternoon.  Sunshine (almost) guaranteed!  

Julia Thwaites 

 

********************************************************************************
            

            

            

           

The Friends of St. Michael’s are still waiting for the final agreement about the planning permission for the 

new loo. It should be here very soon and work will start as soon as it has all been agreed.  

  

The next event outside services at St. Michael’s will be the Cream Tea 

on Sunday 7th September at 2.00. Hopefully we will be able to relax in 

the sunny church yard again, but it will be held indoors if it rains. This is 

a really enjoyable, relaxing afternoon.  

  



Fish and Chips in the Church 

On a bright spring evening in early April, St Michael and All Angels was transformed. Tables were arranged 

in the south transept, adorned with tea lights, and a bar was set up to serve alcoholic and soft drinks. The 

event? A community dinner of fish and chips delivered fresh from Honiton’s Chippee! 

Organised by the Friends of St Michael’s committee, the evening was a wonderful chance for people to get 

together and enjoy a delicious meal at the very heart of the village, demonstrating that St Michael’s isn’t 

just for Sunday services. With 21 people attending, the event raised £135.73 for the church, contributing 

towards all sorts of exciting projects and renovations in the future: top of the list, of course, the imminent 

composting loo project. 

A big thank you to the FoSM committee, especially Simon and Sarah Ricketts who collected the fish and 

chips in their hot water bottle-powered cold box. Meanwhile, music was provided by the Three Buskerteers 

(Rick Empson, Martin Potts and John Edwards) – our own Fishermen’s Friends – whose folky repertoire 

made the evening even more special.  

If you’re not yet a Friend of St Michael’s, do consider joining, to help make the most of our lovely church 

building as we seek to preserve and enhance it for community and school use. For further details, please 

contact Kath Empson, the committee’s secretary (stmichaelfriends@gmail.com) or any other member of 

the committee.          Julia Thwaites 
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Open Mic Night At The Awli  

 

One of the great things about living in East 

Devon is the sheer quantity and quality of 

musical talent, from the brilliant Awliscombe 

Primary School Choir who performed at our 

Christmas Fair, to all of the local groups and 

bands, like the Three Buskerteers who 

entertained us during the recent Fish & Chip 

Supper at St Michael’s as well as Over The Hill 

and many more just enjoying making music in 

their homes.  

 

It was great to see The Awli in its beautiful new guise taking on the challenge of restoring the Awliscombe 

Open Mic Night following the sad closure of the Honiton Inn which hosted this event for so many years 

under the guidance of Terry Stacey. Many thanks Terry and other performers and friends who supported us 

in pulling the evening together. 

We were treated to a range of musical styles all showing incredible talent and providing a wonderful 

entertaining evening, proving that music remains a true democratiser for everyone to enjoy and express 

themselves.  From acoustic guitars to full singing groups we heard many fantastic covers and even some 

original songs too. 

Our thanks goes to all our wonderful performers who put themselves out there for our entertainment. Also 

to everyone who came and listened, we hope you enjoyed it as much as we did! 

The great news is….. 

We are going to do it again!!! 

And this time we would like some more people to perform.  The second Open Mike Session at The Awli will 

be on Saturday 5th July from 19:30 onwards.  If you want to get in touch to discuss your performance needs 

call Helen & Stephen at Studio Wolf 07739 423 047 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Thank you to Helen and Stephen for taking on the organisation of these Open Mic Nights. It really was a 

fabulous evening.  

In addition to the bar, there was a pizza van out in 

the car park.  It was ‘Flame Cave’ pizzas and they 

were delicious!  People were able to bring their 

pizzas inside to enjoy with the music.  

We will have a bar and the same pizza van again on 

the 5th July at the next Open Mic night.  

 

 

 

TRIP is a local charity helping people in Honiton and surrounding areas stay independent, 
connected, and mobile. 

 

 

 

 
TRIP provide: 

 Transport to medical appointments 

 Weekly group meetups to reduce isolation 

 Mobility aids for independent living 
 
We’d love to connect with local businesses, organisations, 
and individuals who care about community wellbeing. Whether you're a GP surgery, a café owner, a social group 
leader, or just someone who wants to help—let’s work together! 
Follow us, drop us a message, or pop in and say hello. Let’s build a stronger, more connected Honiton.  
We are based by the Doctors surgery  at Marlpits Lane Honiton  

You can contact us on 0140446529 or by our website  tripcta.org   

We are looking for Volunteer Drivers  

For business sponsorship please call Cassie Bouverie on 07990595895 



Disco Night in the village hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a night!  Mike Dent Ace Disco’s second 70s and 80s disco on 12th April was a spectacular success, 

with an incredible £772 raised for Friends of St Michael’s. The dance floor was alive with energy, as 

everyone grooved to fantastic music and enjoyed a fabulous evening. And what better way to wrap up a 

brilliant disco than by kicking our legs to New York, New York! 

A huge thank you to Belle Harvey for providing the retro disco equipment and to Jane and Martin for 

keeping spirits high at the bar.                  Sarah Dent 

 

 

  



Village Hall News.  

There has been positive feedback from the many groups who rent the hall regularly following the 

refurbishment. The improved bar area is just about complete as well. Huge thanks to Simon and Kevin for 

their continued efforts. The occasional ‘Awli nights’ are proving popular. There will be an Open Mic Night on 

the 5th July with a bar and ‘Flame Cave’ pizzas on sale in the car park. 

 On Saturday 13th September there will be another Awli night, screening The Last Night of the Proms from 

The Royal Albert Hall. Patriotic outfits and flags are welcome. The Proms finale starts at about 9.00.  It 

usually begins with well-known sea shanties, followed by Rule Britannia, Land of Hope and Glory and 

ending with Jerusalem. It promises to be a rousing evening.  

Anyone who wishes to organise pub nights or a film screening event should get in touch with a member of 

the village hall committee.  

The decision has been made to hold a New Year’s Eve event. Watch this space!!  

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

U3a news.  

Members of Honiton u3a continue to meet every month at The Beehive, to enjoy an interesting and varied series of 

talks. 

On June 18th, the group will be welcoming a speaker from Children's Hospice South West to talk about their vital 

work. This important local charity cares for children with life-threatening conditions, and cares for and supports them 

and their families for as long as is needed. The charity has recently re-opened its charity shop on Honiton High Street 

following a three-month refurbishment.  

And on July 16th, Mark Taylor Hutchinson will be giving a talk on shark and wildlife photography. Mark is a Sidmouth-

based wildlife photographer, with a background in dive photo-journalism and a passion for sharks. He is also a 

wildlife artist. 

Following a summer break, September 17th sees Stephen Powles give a talk entitled “Otters: Coming to a River Near 

You”. Stephen’s talk will cover, he says, their “design features” and their behaviour, amongst other things.  

As well as the monthly talks, Honiton u3a offers 40 different Interest Groups covering a very broad range of subjects, 

from History, Languages and Nature Appreciation, to Walking, Writing and Wine Tasting. There are book groups and a 

chance to learn and practise a wide variety of craft skills. 

The History Group meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at Awliscombe Village Hall. Subjects in the rest of 

2025 include The Colonisation of Australia, The Mughal Empire, The Influence of the Railways 1825-1939 and King 

John. Meetings are open to members only. 

Research shows that groups like u3a provide friendship and the sharing of experiences which improve wellbeing, and 

help older people to live a more fulfilled third age. Honiton u3a encourages its members to develop and share their 

interests, to try something new and to socialise with like-minded people. 

Doors open for all talks at The Beehive at 1.30 p.m. with the talk starting at 2 p.m. Visitors are welcome in return for 

a donation of £2. 

To find out more about Honiton u3a, and how to join, go to their website: honiton.u3asite.uk 

  

http://honiton.u3asite.uk/


         

       V.E. Day  

 

 

 

 

I am sure it hasn’t escaped your notice that this year marks 80 years since the end of World War II and  

various events to mark this anniversary have been taking place.  

The Children at Awliscombe Primary have been told all about the reason for these commemorations. They 

were invited to mark VE day by coming to school wearing red, white and blue. At midday they all headed 

outside for a lunch in the style of the street parties held at the time, complete with bunting. The staff were 

suitably decked out as well!  

 

  

 

 

Further up the valley, The Mini Farm marked the 

day with Woolton Pies, apparently recipe number 

151 from a world war II recipe book. These are 

small pies, about the size of a Christmas mince pie, 

filled with finely chopped vegetables. They were 

delicious! I wonder what will be on sale on V.J. day? 

(15th August)  

 

 



Later on, at 8.00 pm we were treated to a peal of bell ringing from the church. After raising the bells, the 

Awliscombe team rang a Devon Peal, ending the day with some beautiful music that carried all the way to 

Gittisham!  

 

 

 

I was invited to go up and watch the 

peals being rung out. It was quite 

something to see. There is much more to 

this skill than I realised.  

The bells are heavy, so a half hour peal is 

quite a work out. Quite how they 

changed the order of the bells is a 

mystery but I do know that it has 

something to do with the numbers of 

the bells, indicated on the mats on the 

floor. The caller called these out in 

different orders and the ringers 

somehow altered their timing.  

Roger, the Bell Captain, here on the 

right, can explain it all to anyone who is 

interested. His number is on the contact 

page.  

Thank you bell ringers.  

 

           Caroline Coxon 

  



With a mix of excitement and sadness, the 15 leavers will soon take their next steps, leaving 

Awliscombe School behind and moving on to new schools. We asked them a couple of 

questions and they have agreed to share their answers with us.  We send them GOOD LUCK 

and very best wishes to them all.  

 

Q1: What special thing has Awliscombe taught you to take to your next school 

and into life?  

 

Archie: It has taught me confidence and that what you give out comes back to you.  

Esmae: I will take PARCH, the school values, with me. **  Awliscombe has been a really supportive and safe 

space for us to learn.  I have enjoyed the organisation and fun involved in the events we do, like May Day.  

Noah: Awliscombe is a small school and this had helped me to have opportunities to go to events and 

experience new things, like Exmoor Challenge and Youth Speak, that I may not have had anywhere else. I 

will take the values of PARCH into my new school. 

Seth: I will take the PE into life.  

Kayleigh: I have been given lots of opportunities and I will remember not to take things for granted.  

Zach: I am grateful for being able to play football on the field.  

Arthur: I have learnt to always reflect on the week. Being in Awliscombe has helped me to recognise how to 

adapt my behaviours to fit in with others but without feeling like I need to change who I am.  

Anna:  Awliscombe has taught me to listen to others' opinions and not only my own. I think being in a 

smaller school helps me to be able to communicate well with others and to understand the importance of 

other people's opinions.  

Finlay: It has taught me to show perseverance in what I do.  

Jimmie:  Awliscombe has taught me to be myself and not change for others. It has taught me to get along 

with others. Acceptance is a key value I have learnt.  

Leo D: It has taught me the PARCH values and that most problems can be solved with a smile and positive 

attitude.  

Leo L: Awliscombe has taught me to treat others how I want to be treated. It has really helped me to find 

ways to deal with my emotions; it has also made me feel valued. I try to make someone laugh every day.  

Lily: The most important thing I have learnt from my time at Awliscombe is to be caring.  Thinking of others 

makes me feel happy. I hope that in my life I will always be kind and people will be kind to me. Awliscombe 

also taught me to never give up, especially in maths.  

Samuel: It has taught me the values of PARCH; perseverance is the most important for me personally 

because it helps with the other values and teaches us to keep going even if you're finding things hard.  

Adam: Primary school has helped me become more resilient in difficult situations.  I have enjoyed some of 

the new experiences we have tried like swimming and the visit to Stonehenge. 

** PARCH refers to Perseverance, Acceptance, Respect, Care and Honesty.  



 

 

Q2: What will you miss the most? 

 

Seth: I will miss all the friends I made.  

Archie: I'll miss the wonderful kindness all around me.  

Esmae: I will miss the support of the teachers and all the people around me.  

Noah:  I will miss my friends (others are going to different schools). 

Kayleigh:  I will miss my teachers and their style of teaching.  

Zach: I'll miss the wild area and reading class book together.  

Arthur: I will miss having smaller classes.  

Anna:  I'll miss having lots of support from everyone from year 1 to year 6.  

Finlay:  I am going to miss the teachers and TAs.  

Jimmie: I will miss everyone, from the teachers to the students.  

Leo D:  I am going to miss the routine.  

Leo L:  I will miss the school in itself.  

Lily:  I will miss the teachers the most.  

Samuel:  I will miss the friends I have made the most.  I hope that I will make lots of new friends at my new 

school and keep my friends here too.  

  



Maypole Dancing. 

 

 

 

 

Having never been taught about the intricacies of Maypole Dancing 

myself, I do find it incredible to watch. On a bright sunny May 

morning, under the watchful eyes of the May Queen and King and 

many family members, the children of the primary school dazzled 

us all with a fabulous display.  

From the youngest to the eldest, they all took it in turns to perform 

ever more complex dances weaving in and out and creating 

patterns with the ribbons which they then managed to unweave 

with no mishaps. Most impressive!              Caroline Coxon 
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           Magazine Advertisements  

Church, School, Charities & Parishioners – Free.  

     Business adverts are charged for a year.  

             A full page is £300.00. 

             A half page is £150 00 

             A quarter page is £75 00. 

             A twelfth (business card) is £25.  

If you would like to support us and 

advertise here then use our email 

address on the Contact page.  

Thank you.  

 

Thank you to Axminster Printing for     

printing this magazine.  

 



 

 


